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   Office of the President

                                                              9 December 2003

Docket No. 03-080-1

I represent the American Dorper Sheep Breeders’ Society and wish to comment on Release No. 0372.03 from the USDA. 

The Dorper Breeds were originally imported to the United States in 1995 and have attributes that are of great value to the American sheep industry in terms of meat production, hardiness, reproduction and removal of noxious plants. 

We have unique bloodlines in Canada that are very valuable in the ongoing development of the Dorper Breeds in the United States. 

I am strongly opposed to the continued exclusion of Canadian small ruminant brood stock from the United States.   

As stated in the proposed rule "...no clinical infections with BSE have yet been confirmed in sheep”.  In the current APHIS Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy surveillance program in the United States, neither sheep nor goats are included. The U.S. ban on importation of small ruminants from Canada was implemented solely because of the change in the BSE status in Canada.
  Of particular note is the fact that neither male sheep nor male cattle are considered significant in the transmission of scrapie or BSE. A recent directive from the USDA stated that status in the VSFCP would not be affected by the acquisition of a ram of lesser status. This USDA statement confirms that a ram from Canada would certainly not be a concern for the possible spread of scrapie, much less BSE in the United States. This ban should be removed immediately.     

There is no science to support any continuing trade restrictions on sheep for slaughter or breeding from Canada post May 20, 2003. 


Prior trade status should be restored based on the science, the NAFTA agreement and surveillance measures currently operational in Canada and the United States.

 
I request that science prevails and that all trade restrictions on sheep be lifted immediately.

  
Sincerely,

   

 Michael E Sudderth MD

                         President of the American Dorper Sheep Breeders’ Society

1008 Buckeye Road    Fredericksburg, Texas 78624    830 990 8486

Email sudderth@beecreek.net
Facsimile 830 990 0326

