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January 3, 2004

Regulatory Analysis and Development
PPD, APHIS, Station 3C71

4700 River Road, Unit 118

Riverdale, MD 20737-1238

RE: Docket No. 03-080-1: “Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy; Minimal Risk Regions
and Importation of Commodities”

Dear Sir or Madam:

The American Farm Bureau Federation appreciates the opportunity to respond to the proposed
rule regarding Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE) and establishing minimal risk regions
for the importation of commodities. The proposed rule would amend the regulations concerning
the importation of animals and animal products, via live ruminants and ruminant products, to
recognize a category of regions that present a minimal risk of introducing BSE into the United
States. The proposed rule would add Canada to this category. The importation of certain live
ruminants and ruminant products and byproducts from such regions would be allowed under a
final rule.

The events of the past two weeks, with the discovery of a single case of BSE in a cow in
Washington state, has changed the face of food animal production in the United States. Due 10
the combined efforts of industry, federal and state governments over the past 15 years, we have
worked diligently to safeguard the United States from an occurrence of BSE. It is imperative
that the United States continue to take initiatives based on sound science and follow the
international standards set by the Office of Intemnational Epizootics (OTE), which the World
Trade Organization (WTQ) recognizes as the authority regarding trade with countries with BSE
prevalence. Extensive monitoring and active surveillance, research and diagnostic
developments, education, feed regulations and import controls are a few of the ininatives that
have been in place and will certainly need to be considered for continuation.

We encourage USDA to consider this proposed rule in light of the recent discovery of BSE in the
United States. Farm Bureau appreciates the effors of all APHIS personnel and the USDA
regarding the on-going BSE investigation, We look forward to working with the department on
animal health and trade issues.

Bob Staliman

President




