KCA Comments on BSE
Agriculture Secretary Ann Veneman announced a single isolated case of Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE) had been tested and found in the State of Washington.  Further testing is being done immediately to confirm this finding.  After discovery of this single cow, immediate action was taken to isolate and quarantine the area.  
The Kansas Cattlemen's Association is urging the USDA, along with American consumers to make conscientious decisions concerning this issue based on fact and scientific information.  After it was found that animal by-products were a possible link to BSE, the United States was one of the first countries to implement a ban on feeding animal by-products to cattle.  BSE is not found in whole muscle cuts, only in the brain and spinal cord, thus the USDA implemented slaughter techniques after the initial European BSE case.  These techniques were implemented to assure that NO spinal cord or brain material found its way on to the meat during the slaughter process.  Please be reminded that the U.S. meat supply is the most wholesome and safe available in the world.  
Kansas Cattlemen's Association stands behind the testing and response plan that is in place by USDA and believes that because such a plan was in place, a quick response and action occurred.  We do stand behind Country-of-Origin Labeling, and believe that labeling our beef products as born, raised and processed in the U.S.A. would be beneficial to maintaining consumer assurance in our product.  This would provide consumers origin  information and the ability to distinguish U.S. products from imported products.  
Market effects following this announcement are yet to be determined.  The main objective of our organization is to assure the American consumer that our beef supply is wholesome and safe.  We must be diligent in our effort to keep American consumers eating beef by supplying them with all the available information we have and by assuring them steps have been taken to safeguard our product.  

Furthermore, KCA urges its members to remain cautiously optimistic that further testing is being done.  We must maintain consumer confidence in our systems, producers and beef supply.  Unlike Canada, the United States is not export dependent and consumes more beef than it produces.   If we maintain current consumption levels, we should not see the same devastating effects witnessed in Canada.  We believe that it is critical to maintain a correlation in producer and consumer prices throughout the process.  
For further information, please contact Kansas Cattlemen's Association at (877) 694-2906.  
