I work and play in a seldom-perfect world of horticulture and botanic wonder. I am not conflicted (I love gardens and native habitats). My garden is filled with hundreds of natives and species new to North America. The Louisville Olmsted Parks Conservancy is underway with a $5 million Woodland Restoration Project to restore Cherokee Park (one-half mile from my home) from the devastating effects of a 1974 tornado that laid bare the forest canopy and to counter years of neglect. I am participating in the capital campaign to raise money for this worthy project that includes a scientific component to map the flora, study invasives removal; and an outreach effort to educate neighbors to identify and remove invasive species in their gardens.  

If field trials are necessary, the frontline of national defense against invasives should include nurserymen, seed companies, botanic gardens, arboreta, and members of plant societies. They can best assess what has ornamental potential in home gardens and determine what might be hazardous to natural habitats. There is no foreseeable practical or economic way for APHIS to comparably investigate invasive potential over the entire U.S.  The 2nd line of defense will be a considerably more enlightened public that is better informed about invasive potential and increasingly alert to miscreant species. 

