  By assuming that a species is weedy do to its habits of its congeners is to rule out many genera, many of which are sold in the US by the millions each year in the nursery trade. 

 For instance, Lonicera japonica is widely sold, yet is considered noxious in most of the eastern US, especially the southeast. Granted a few others are weedy, L. maackii & L.tatarica, but the genus comprises nearly 600+ species, many of which lack hardiness, produce limited fruit in cultivation, and some are downright difficult in cultivation. At KSU there are several large L. maacki, and one large 20+ year old Lonicera korolkowii. L. maackii is now noxious and out-competes native taxa in a large portion of eastern Kansas. It can be seen right now with its translucent red berries covering hillsides in and around Manhattan, yet this plant is still cultivated on campus. It is this irresponsibility that continues the invasive potential of this plant. On the other hand the L. korolkowii rarely fruits, is a much nicer looking plant and has not added a single "weed" seedling anywhere on campus that anyone has ever seen. The same applies to Rhamnus cathartica on the school campus with many 40 yr+ trees covered in black fruits. These are present in most woodland around Manhattan, KS, and Rhamnus has also been reported recently in the wild in Lawrence, KS.

  By assuming that congeners and other genera related to a known weedy species would be eliminating many Orchid taxa. Several tropical orchids related to Spiranthes have become lawn weeds in Florida and have naturalized. Assuming that others would have this same tendency is ridiculous, especially if the cultivation was in climate where cold hardiness would kill any possible seed introduction outside of a suitable climate.

  This same assumption could be applied to many Genera. Allium, Muscari, Narcissus, Kniphofia, Asteraceae (in general), Viburnum, Mahonia/Berberis, Acer (a very good example of a Genus with a few known weedy species, but many that are difficult in cultivation and not known to readily seed, and when they do, most people find the seed hard to germinate under controlled conditions), Crinum, Lilium, Prunus, Malus, Pyrus (more later), Rubus, and the list goes on. 

  Persistence from cultivation should not be factor in eliminating a species from importation either. Many of the above mention bulbous plants can and will persist, especially those offered by more the 'common' nurseries. Muscari and Lilium offer many species that are desirable only to collectors of plants and are difficult to maintain without precise requirements, but a few species are competitive and will persist for long periods, and some may even spread. Assuming that all species are similar to this would be akin to assuming that a sibling of a person arrested for a crime should also be arrested due to the relation the individual. Eliminating the importation of KNOWN weedy species and the sale of them in the states would be a starting point in solving part of the problem. Pyrus calleryana is a superb example of a plant that is becoming weedy in the eastern states, yet selections of this are also one of the most widespread 'landscape' plants (along with Berberis). In Overland Park, Kansas this species has become naturalized in many areas. There are now ‘wild’ trees nearing 10m, where none were present a decade ago.

   USDA Plants lists all Allium species as noxious, yet most are native. The only extremely weedy species present in the flora is A.vineale. Others may persist from cultivation, but never really naturalize. Many species have specific niche habitats and require dry dormancies that most climates cannot provide. One assumption that may have some useable basis is if the species is widespread in its natural habitat and is not adapted to a particular ecological station. The species A. odoratum (Garlic Chives) comes to mind. I grow this species and have it coming up in the garden in many places, but it has been there for a decade +. It seems that any spot suits it. So, now I cut it back while in flower to disable its ability to seed around. I assume it has already been reported somewhere as weedy, but I have seen no reports. As a further example, I also grow another 20+ other Allium species, and do not have a problem with any of them. In fact, I find many difficult to keep from year to year, or to increase. In Allium there are 600 or more species, and assuming that all are weedy due to the character of one or a few species is absurd. 

 The "Bird Garden" craze in the 90's has led to an increase in shrubby species that are or will probably begin to naturalize. Viburnum were a big part of this craze and I have seen V. dilatatum naturalized in Illinois, V. erosum in South Carolina near Clemson, and here in Manhattan, KS I have seen V. lantana and V. x rhytidophylloides in the woodlands. Lantana is also hybridizing with the 'native' V. dentatum on campus in at least one area. BUT, this does not mean all species have the potential to become weedy species. Most in fact, seem to rarely seed around. Carlesii, farrerii, sieboldii, ichangense, acerifolium, and several others rarely even fruit with viable seed in the garden, and those that do seem to be highly favored by rodents which eat the seed. And since most Caprifoliaceae are two year germinators, that gives many opportunities for fungus, predation, and other happenings to limit the possibility of introduction.
