The requested information about CSF and SVD in the Czech Republic

The examination of hunted wild boar is performed according to the „Methodology of Animal Health Controls and Prophylaxis” for the year 2005. The State Veterinary Administration of the Czech Republic prepared this Methodology and the Ministry of Agriculture approved it.

For the year 2005 the following plan is approved:
Wild boar

CSF 

1)
In districts bordering on the Slovak Republic and Austria:
a)  in the districts Zlín, Vsetín, Uherské Hradiště, Hodonín and Břeclav – examination of 100 % of hunted wild boars during the whole year;

b)  in the districts Frýdek-Místek, Znojmo, Jindřichův Hradec etc. according to the decision of the Region Veterinary Administration – examination of 50 % of hunted wild boars during the whole year.

2)
In districts with the presence of antibodies 

in the districts 50 % of hunted wild boars are examined during 6 months following the last positive antibodies test, and than 25 % of hunted wild boars are examined during further 6 months. 

3)
In other districts of the Czech Republic 

10 % of hunted wild boars are examined.

4)
In the all districts of the Czech Republic 

all wild boars found dead are examined.

1) The estimated number of wild boar per region in 2005.

	Region
	Spring  basic number

	Capital city of Prague 
	99

	Central Bohemian Region
	7084

	Southern Bohemian Region
	6699

	R. of Plzeň
	6953

	R. of Karlovy Vary
	2219

	R. of Ústí nad Labem
	4149

	R. of Liberec
	1677

	R. of Hradec Králové
	2294

	R. of Pardubice
	2960

	R. of Vysočina
	2257

	Southern Moravian Region
	3632

	R. of Olomouc
	2287

	Moravian Silesian Region
	2352

	R. of Zlín
	1830

	Other hunting areas
	2830

	CR - total
	49322


2) The number of suspect cases of CSF and SVD reported from the field and from the diagnostic laboratories in 2000 – 2005.

CSF – domestic pigs

	Year  
	Virological testing

	 
	Samples
	Positive

	2000
	58
	0

	2001
	25
	0

	2002
	13
	0

	2003
	3
	0

	2004
	2
	0

	2005
	5
	0

	Total
	106
	0


SVD – domestic pigs – singleton reactor

	Year
	Sow
	Boars
	Total

	2000
	0
	0
	0

	2001
	0
	0
	0

	2002
	0
	0
	0

	2003
	1
	0
	0

	2004
	2
	1
	3

	2005
	0
	0
	0


3) The age distribution of serologically positive wild boar found in 2000 – 2005.

	CSF - Serologically  positive  findings 2000 - 2005

	Year      2000 

	District
	Total
	Piglets
	One-year-olds
	Boars
	Sows
	Other

	Břeclav
	25
	3
	5
	1
	3
	13

	Hodonín
	6
	1
	4
	0
	0
	1

	Vyškov
	16
	5
	6
	0
	0
	5

	Uherské Hradiště
	14
	2
	7
	0
	1
	4

	Kroměříž
	14
	2
	7
	1
	3
	1

	Znojmo
	11
	1
	2
	1
	0
	7

	Jihlava
	13
	4
	3
	2
	0
	4

	Žďár nad Sázavou
	2
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Třebíč
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	3

	Jindřichův Hradec
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Zlín
	47
	1
	20
	15
	7
	4

	Nový Jičín
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Opava
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Vsetín
	6
	2
	3
	1
	0
	0

	Total
	160
	23
	58
	21
	14
	44

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Year      2001

	District
	Total
	Piglets
	One -year -olds
	Boars
	Sows
	Other

	Břeclav
	17
	5
	5
	2
	0
	5

	Hodonín
	2
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0

	Vyškov
	7
	3
	1
	0
	3
	0

	Uherské Hradiště
	6
	1
	1
	1
	3
	0

	Kroměříž
	11
	0
	5
	0
	1
	5

	Znojmo
	10
	1
	0
	3
	2
	4

	Jihlava
	9
	2
	5
	0
	1
	1

	Žďár nad Sázavou
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Třebíč
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Zlín
	25
	3
	7
	5
	7
	3

	Frýdek Místek
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Vsetín
	4
	0
	3
	0
	0
	1

	Total
	94
	16
	30
	11
	17
	20

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Year     2002

	District
	Total
	Piglets
	One- year- olds
	Boars
	Sows
	Other

	Břeclav
	14
	3
	2
	1
	8
	0

	Hodonín
	6
	0
	5
	0
	1
	0

	Vyškov
	5
	2
	3
	0
	0
	0

	Uherské Hradiště
	3
	0
	1
	1
	1
	0

	Kroměříž
	2
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1

	Brno-venkov
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Třebíč
	2
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Zlín
	16
	1
	11
	1
	3
	0

	Jindřichův Hradec
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Vsetín
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Total
	51
	10
	23
	3
	13
	2

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Year  2003

	District
	Total
	Piglets
	One –year- old
	Boars
	Sows
	Other

	Břeclav
	21
	9
	7
	2
	1
	2

	Hodonín
	6
	0
	2
	0
	0
	4

	Vyškov
	2
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Uherské Hradiště
	3
	1
	1
	0
	0
	1

	Jihlava
	2
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Brno-venkov
	2
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Třebíč
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Zlín
	14
	5
	8
	1
	0
	0

	Jindřichův Hradec
	3
	1
	2
	0
	0
	0

	Znojmo
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Total
	55
	21
	21
	3
	1
	9

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Year   2004

	District
	Total
	Piglets
	One-year- old
	Boars
	Sows
	Other

	Břeclav
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Hodonín
	4
	0
	3
	0
	1
	0

	Vyškov
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0

	Uherské Hradiště
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Rychnov n/Kněžnou
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Zlín
	2
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0

	Jindřichův Hradec
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Total
	11
	1
	8
	0
	2
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Year   2005 (till 30 June)

	District
	Total
	Piglets
	One –yea- old
	Boars
	Sows
	Other

	Břeclav
	3
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0

	Zlín
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Jindřichův Hradec
	2
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Total
	6
	2
	3
	1
	0
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


4) Demographic information on swine holding size (scaled by number of swine on the premises, exact scale is optional) and the number of herds in each size category.

	
	Number of animals in the regions - 2004 and 2005 

	Pigs in total
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Region
	2004
	2005

	 Prague + Central Bohemian region
	438 596
	415 646

	 Southern Bohemian Region
	374 555
	348 209

	 Region of Plzeň
	230 172
	212 974

	 Region of Karlovy Vary
	43 128
	42 349

	 Region of Ústí nad Labem
	144 221
	116 604

	 Region of Liberec
	44 999
	43 166

	 Region of Hradec Králové
	239 151
	209 737

	 Region of Pardubice
	200 131
	193 783

	 Region of Vysočina
	409 204
	391 482


	 Southern Moravian Region
	484 901
	433 761

	 Region of Olomouc
	235 027
	215 185

	 Region of Zlín
	109 029
	104 796

	 Moravian Silesian Region
	173 425
	149 142

	 Czech Republic 
	3 126 539
	2 876 834

	
	
	
	

	
	Number of animals in the regions  - 2004 and 2005 

	Sows
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Region
	2004
	2005

	 Prag + Central Bohemian region
	35 159
	33 301

	 Southern Bohemian Region
	30 662
	28 678

	 Region of Plzeň
	19 115
	17 434

	 Region of Karlovy Vary
	3 396
	3 384

	 Region of Ústí nad Labem
	11 418
	9 434

	 Region of Liberec
	3 540
	3 033

	 Region of Hradec Králové
	18 728
	16 608

	 Region of Pardubice
	15 287
	15 152

	 Region of Vysočina
	32 978
	30 245

	 Southern Moravian Region
	39 649
	37 176

	 Region of Olomouc
	18 677
	17 030

	 Region of Zlín
	9 122
	8 970

	 Moravian Silesian Region
	13 111
	12 054

	 Czech Republic 
	250 842
	232 499

	
	Number of animals in the Czech Republic  - 2004 a 2005

	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	2004
	2005

	 Sows in total
	250 842
	232 499

	 Gilts in total
	97 259
	96 606

	 Piglets in total
	 
	1 001 606
	880 941

	 Pigs in total
	3 126 539
	2 876 834


5) Location of swine farms with more than 5,000 pigs 


[image: image1.png]




1-5000 animals


5000-10000 animals


more than 10000 animals

6) Location of swine farms most likely to export to the United States.

SVA CR does not know which farms are most likely to export to the U.S. 

7) Decree No. 299/2003 Section 38 – 58 concerning CSF emergency plans in English.

TITLE III

CLASSICAL SWINE FEVER

§ 38

For the purposes of this Title, the following definitions shall apply:

a) pig – means any animal of the Suidae family, including feral pigs,

b) feral pig – means pig which is not kept or bred on a holding,

c) pig suspected of being infected with classical swine fever virus – means any pig or pig carcass exhibiting clinical symptoms or showing post mortem lesions or reactions to laboratory tests carried out in accordance with the diagnostic manual ensuring an uniform diagnostics of classical swine fever (hereinafter referred to as the “diagnostic manual”) issued by the State Veterinary Administration and complying with the diagnostic manual approved in accordance with § 10 (2) and § 48 (1) (o) (2) of the Act indicating the possible presence of classical swine fever,

d) case of classical swine fever or pig infected with classical swine fever – means any pig or pig carcass in which clinical symptoms or post-mortem lesions have been confirmed or in which the presence of the disease has been confirmed as the result of a laboratory examination carried out in accordance with the diagnostic manual,

e) primary case of classical swine fever – means any case of classical swine fever detected in feral pigs in an area in which no protection or eradication measures have been in place,

f) meta-population of feral pigs – means any group or subpopulation of feral pigs with limited contacts with other groups or subpopulations,

g) susceptible feral pig population – means that part of a feral pig population which has not developed immunity against classical swine fever virus,

h) processing – means one of the treatments for high risk confiscates of animal origin as referred to in the specific legal rule2), applied in such a way as to avoid the risk of spread of classical swine fever virus,

i) marker vaccine – means a vaccine that can elicit a protective immunity distinguishable from the immune response elicited by the natural infection with the wild type virus by means of laboratory tests carried out in accordance with the diagnostic manual,

j) area with a high density of pigs – means an area with a radius of 10 km around a holding containing pigs suspected to be or known to be infected with classical swine fever virus, where there is a pig density higher than 800 pigs per km2; the holding in question is located either in a region in which a pig density is higher than 300 pigs per km2 or at a distance of less than 20 km from such a region,

k) contact holding – means a holding where the disease could have been introduced, whether as a result of the location, movement of persons, animals or vehicles or in any other way.

§39

(1) The State Veterinary Administration shall, in accordance with § 10 (2) and § 48 (1) (o) (2) of the Act, notify the Commission and other Member States by means of the Standing Veterinary Committee

a) the outbreaks of classical swine fever which are confirmed in holdings,

b) the cases of classical swine fever which are confirmed in slaughterhouses or in means of transport,

c) the primary cases of classical swine fever which are confirmed in feral pigs,

d) the results of the epidemiological enquiry.

(2) The provisions of paragraph (1) shall not affect the compulsorily notification of primary and other (secondary) outbreaks in accordance with § 7 to 9.

(3) The State Veterinary Administration shall, in accordance with § 10 (2) and § 48 (1) (o) (2) of the Act, provide information to the Commission and other Member States by means of the Standing Veterinary Committee on

a) the further cases of classical swine fever confirmed in feral pigs in the infected area in accordance with § 51 (1) (a) and § 51 (2),

b) the information indicating that classical swine fever might spread from or to holdings located in any Member State.

§ 40

(1) Where a holding contains one or more pigs suspected of being infected with classical swine fever virus, the Regional Veterinary Administration shall, in accordance with § 13 and § 49 (1) (d) of the Act, immediately set in motion an enquiry to confirm or rule out the presence of the disease in accordance with the diagnostic manual; a check on identification of pigs according to the specific legal rule3) shall also be carried out.

(2) When the Regional Veterinary Administration in accordance with § 13 and § 49 (1) (d) of the Act considers that the suspected presence of classical swine fever in a holding cannot be ruled out, it shall 

a) monitor the holding,

b) carry out an epidemiological enquiry,

c) order to the farmer that

1.
all pigs in the various categories on the holding are to be counted and a list compiled of the number of pigs already sick, dead or likely to be infected in each category. The list shall be updated to take account of pig births and deaths during the period of suspicion and the information on the list shall be produced upon request of authorities carrying out the state veterinary supervision;

2.
all the pigs on the holding shall be restricted to their living quarters or be confined in some other place where they can be isolated (quarantined);

3.
no pigs may leave or enter the holding and no pig carcasses may leave the holding without an authorization issued by the Regional Veterinary Administration. The Regional Veterinary Administration may, if necessary, extend the ban on leaving the holding to cover other species of animals and require the application of appropriate measures to destroy rodents or insects;

4.
no pig meat and products from pig meat, semen, ova and embryos of pigs, animal feed, waste, utensils and materials likely to transmit classical swine fever may leave the holding without an authorization issued by the Regional Veterinary Administration. Pig meat and products from pig meat, semen, ova and embryos of pigs from the holding may not be subject of the trade with Member States (hereinafter referred to as the “trade”);

5.
the movement of persons and means of transport from or to the holding shall subject to a written authorization by the Regional Veterinary Administration;

6.
appropriate means of disinfection shall be used at the entrances and exists of buildings housing pigs and of the holding itself. Any person entering or leaving pig holdings shall fulfil appropriate hygienic measures necessary to reduce the risk of spread of classical swine fever virus and all means of transport shall be effectively disinfected before leaving the holding.

(3) Where required by the epidemiological situation, in particular if the holding containing pigs is located in an area with a high density of pigs, the Regional Veterinary Administration may

a) apply the measures of § 41 (1) in the holding referred to in paragraph (2). However, the Regional Veterinary Administration may, where it considers that conditions permit, limit these measures only to the pigs suspected or being infected or contaminated by classical swine fever virus and the part of the holding where they were kept, provided that these pigs have been housed, kept and fed completely separately from other pigs in the holding. In any case, a sufficient number of samples shall be taken from killed pigs in order that the presence of classical swine fever virus can be confirmed or ruled out in accordance with the diagnostic manual;

b) establish a temporary protection zone around the holding referred to in paragraph (2) and apply some r all measures referred to in paragraphs (1) and (2) on the holding.

(4) The protection and eradication measures referred to in paragraph (1) shall not be lifted until the suspicion on classical swine fever has been ruled out.

§ 41

(1) When the presence of classical swine fever has been confirmed on a holding, the competent authority shall, in addition to the protection and eradication measures of § 40 (2), order other protection and eradication measures, in particular that:

a) all pigs on the holding are to be killed without delay in such a way as to avoid the risk of spread of classical swine fever virus during transport or killing; carcasses of dead or killed animals are to be safely disposed of;

b) a sufficient number of samples is to be taken, in accordance with the diagnostic manual, from killed animals in order that the manner of introduction of classical swine fever virus into the holding and the length of time during which it may have existed on the holding before the disease was notified may be established;

c) meat of pigs slaughtered during the period between the probable introduction of the disease to the holding and the ordering of protection and eradication measures shall wherever possible be traced and processed under the control of an official veterinarian;

d) semen, ova and embryos of pigs collected from the holding during the period between the probable introduction of the disease to the holding and the ordering of protection and eradication measures shall wherever possible be traced and destroyed under the control of an official veterinarian in such a way as to avoid the risk of spread of classical swine fever virus;

e) all waste, utensils, materials and substances likely to be contaminated, in particular single-use utensils and materials used for slaughter operations, should be destroyed in accordance with the instructions of the Regional Veterinary Administration and in accordance with § 15 and § 49 (1) (d) of the Act in a way ensuring the destruction of classical swine fever virus;

f) the buildings used for housing the pigs, means of transport used for transporting them or their carcasses and the equipment, bedding, manure and slurry likely to be contaminated shall be cleaned and disinfected in accordance with § 46.

(2) Furthermore, the Regional Veterinary Administration shall, in accordance with § 15 and § 49 (1) (d) of the Act, carry out

a) in the case of a primary outbreak of the disease, the laboratory examination of the classical swine fever isolate in accordance with the diagnostic manual to identify the genetic type of the virus;

b) an epidemiological enquiry.

(3) In cases where an outbreak of classical swine fever has been confirmed in a laboratory, a zoo, a wildlife park or a fenced area where pigs are kept for scientific purposes or purposes related to conservation of species or conservation of rare breads, the competent authority may decide to derogate from paragraph (1) (a) and (b), provided that basic Community interests are not endangered; such decision shall immediately be notified by the State Veterinary Administration in accordance with § 10 (2) and § 48 (1) (o) (2) of the Act to the Commission.

§ 42

(1) In the case of confirmation of the presence of classical swine fever in a holding which consists of 2 or more separate herds and in order that fattening of pigs may be completed, the Regional Veterinary Administration may, in accordance with § 15 and § 49 (1) (d) of the Act, derogate from provisions of § 41 (1) (a) as regards healthy pig herds on a holding, provided that according to its findings

a) the structure, size and distance between stables where such herds are housed and the operations carried out there provide completely separate facilities for housing, keeping and feeding;

b) the abovementioned separation prevents spreading of classical swine fever virus from one herd to another.

(2) If use is made of the derogation referred to in paragraph (1), the State Veterinary Administration shall establish detailed rules for applying it in the light of animal health guarantees which can be given and immediately inform the Commission thereof in accordance with § 10 (2) and § 48 (1) (o) (2) of the Act.

(3) In holdings which have been, on the basis of results of the epidemiological enquiry, recognized as contact holdings referred to in § 40 or § 41 and to which classical swine fever may have been introduced, either from other holdings, or holdings to which classical swine fever may have been introduced from holdings referred to in § 40 or § 41, the protection and eradication measures of § 40 shall be applied until the suspicion of classical swine fever has been officially ruled out. The protection and eradication measures referred to in § 41 (1) and (2) shall be applied in contact holdings if the epidemiological situation so requires and a sufficient number of samples shall be taken in accordance with diagnostic manual from the pigs when they are killed in order that the presence of classical swine fever virus can be confirmed or ruled out.

(4) The main criteria and risk factors to be considered for the application of measures referred to in § 41 (1) (a) are laid down in Annex 8 to this Decree.

§ 43

(1) After the diagnosis of classical swine fever has been confirmed on a holding, the Regional Veterinary Administration shall establish a protection zone with a radius of at least 3 km around the outbreak site, which shall itself be included in a surveillance zone of a radius of at least 10 km.

(2) When establishing a protection zone and a surveillance zone, the particular account must be taken of the results of the epidemiological enquiry, the geographical situation (particularly natural and artificial boundaries), the location and surroundings of the holding, patterns of movements and trade in pigs, the availability of slaughterhouses, the availability of authorities carrying out the state veterinary supervision on movement of pigs within both zones and their equipment, in particular if the pigs to be killed have to be moved away from their holding of origin.

§44

(1) The Regional Veterinary Administration shall, in accordance with § 15 and § 49 (1) (d) of the Act, ensure that the following protection and eradication measures are applied in the protection zone:

a) an identification (a census) of all pig holdings;

b) a clinical examination of pigs on such holdings and a check on their identification marks according to the specific legal rule3) within 7 days after establishment of the protection zone;

c) the prohibition on the movement and transport of pigs on public or private roads, excluding when necessary the service roads of holdings, unless transport authorized by the Regional Veterinary Administration in accordance with point (g) is concerned. Such prohibition need not to be applied to the transport of pigs by road or rail without unloading and stopping in the case of pigs coming from outside of the protection zone and on their way to a slaughterhouse situated in the surveillance zone for immediate slaughter;

d) the cleaning, disinfection and treatment of means of transport and equipment used to transport pigs, other livestock, utensils and materials (carcasses, feedingstuffs, manure, slurry etc.) which may be contaminated, in accordance with § 46. No means of transport used to transport pigs may leave the protection zone without authorization by the Regional Veterinary Administration and without being cleaned, disinfected and checked;

e) the prohibition on entry or exit of other livestock and pets to the holding or from the holding without authorization by the Regional Veterinary Administration;

f) an immediate notification of all dead or diseased pigs on the holding to the Regional Veterinary Administration which shall carry out an enquiry according to the diagnostic manual;

g) the prohibition on the movement of pigs from the holding in which they are kept for at least 30 days after the completion of the preliminary cleaning and disinfection of the infected holding. After 30 days, subject to the conditions of paragraph (3), the Regional Veterinary Administration may authorize a direct transport of pigs from the holding to

1. a slaughterhouse designated by it, situated preferably within the protection zone or surveillance zone for the purpose of immediate slaughter,

2. a rendering plant where pigs are immediately killed and their carcasses are safely disposed of under the supervision of an official veterinarian, or

3. under exceptional circumstances, to another place within the protection zone. The State Veterinary Administration must immediately inform the Commission thereof, in accordance with § 10 (2) and § 48 (1) (o) (2) of the Act;

h) the prohibition on the movement of semen, ova and embryos from holdings situated within the protection zone;

i) the observation of hygiene measures necessary to reduce the risk of spread of classical swine fever virus by all persons entering or leaving the holding.

(2) Where the protection and eradication measures provided for in paragraph (1) are maintained beyond 30 days because of further outbreaks of the disease and as a result animal welfare or other problems arise in keeping the pigs, the Regional Veterinary Administration may, following a reasoned application by the owner, subject to the conditions of paragraph (3) and in accordance with § 15 and § 49 (1) (d) of the Act, authorize a direct transport of pigs from the holding to

a) a slaughterhouse designated by it, situated preferably within the protection zone or surveillance zone for the purpose of immediate slaughter,

b) a rendering plant where pigs are immediately killed and their carcasses are safely disposed of under the supervision of an official veterinarian, or

c) under exceptional circumstances, to another place within the protection zone. The State Veterinary Administration must immediately inform the Commission thereof, in accordance with § 10 (2) and § 48 (1) (o) (2) of the Act.

(3) The transportation from the holding according to paragraph (1) (g) and paragraph (2) may be authorized subject to the following conditions:

a) an official veterinarian shall carry out a clinical examination of pigs on the holding and in particular those to be moved, including taking of the body temperature of a proportion thereof and shall check their identification marks. Such examination and check must prove that the pigs do not show any signs of classical swine fever and that they are identified in accordance with the specific legal rule3);

b) the pigs are moved using transport means sealed by the Regional Veterinary Administration in accordance with § 15 and § 49 (1) (d) of the Act;

c) the means of transport and equipment used to transport are immediately cleaned and disinfected after the transport, in accordance with § 46;

d) if the pigs are to be slaughtered or killed, a sufficient number of samples shall be taken from the pigs in accordance with the diagnostic manual in order that the presence of classical swine fever virus can be confirmed or ruled out;

e) if the pigs are to be transported to a slaughterhouse:

1. the Regional Veterinary Administration carrying the state veterinary supervision on the slaughterhouse must be, in accordance with § 15 and § 49 (1) (d) of the Act, informed of the intention to move the pigs to the slaughterhouse and must, in accordance with § 15 and § 49 (1) (d) of the Act, notify the Regional Veterinary Administration responsible for the dispatch of the pigs of their arrival,

2. on arrival at the slaughterhouse these pigs shall be kept and slaughtered separately from other pigs,

3. during ante and post-mortem inspection carried out at the designated slaughterhouse, an official veterinarian shall monitor all signs relating to the presence of classical swine fever virus,

4. the fresh meat from these pigs shall be marked in accordance with the specific legal rule4) and processed in accordance with the specific legal rule5) in an establishment designated by the Regional Veterinary Administration in accordance with § 15 and § 49 (1) (d) of the Act. The consignment of the meat must be sealed by the Regional Veterinary Administration in accordance with § 15 and § 49 (1) (d) of the Act before the transport to the said establishment and must remain sealed throughout the transport.

(4) The protection and eradication measures applied in the protection zone shall continue to be applied at least until the completion of

a) cleaning and disinfection in the infected holdings;

b) clinical and laboratory examinations of pigs on all holdings carried out in accordance with the diagnostic manual in order to detect the possible presence of classical swine fever virus.

(5) The examinations referred to in paragraph (4) (b) shall not take place before 30 days have elapsed after the completion of preliminary cleaning and disinfection in the infected holdings.

§ 45

(1) The Regional Veterinary Administration shall, in accordance with § 15 and § 49 (1) (d) of the Act, ensure that the following protection and eradication measures are applied in the surveillance zone:

a) an identification (a census) of all pig holdings;

b) the prohibition on the movement and transport of pigs on public or private roads, excluding when necessary the service roads of holdings, unless transport authorized by the Regional Veterinary Administration is concerned. Such prohibition need not to be applied to the transport of pigs by road or rail without unloading and stopping and in the case of pigs coming from outside of the protection zone and on their way to a slaughterhouse situated in the surveillance zone for immediate slaughter;

c) the cleaning, disinfection and treatment of means of transport and equipment used to transport pigs, other livestock, utensils and materials (carcasses, feedingstuffs, manure, slurry etc.) which may be contaminated, in accordance with § 46 and as soon as possible after their contamination. No means of transport used to transport pigs may leave the surveillance zone without being cleaned and disinfected;

d) the prohibition on entry or exit of other livestock and pets to the holding or from the holding within the first 7 days after establishment of the surveillance zone without authorization by the Regional Veterinary Administration;

e) an immediate notification of all dead or diseased pigs on the holding to the Regional Veterinary Administration which shall carry out an enquiry according to the diagnostic manual;

f) the prohibition on the movement of pigs from the holding in which they are kept for at least 21 days after the completion of the preliminary cleaning and disinfection of the infected holding. After 21 days, subject to the conditions of § 44 (3), the Regional Veterinary Administration may authorize a direct transport of pigs from the holding to

1. a slaughterhouse designated by it, situated preferably within the protection zone or surveillance zone for the purpose of immediate slaughter,

2. a rendering plant where pigs are immediately killed and their carcasses are safely disposed of under the supervision of an official veterinarian, or

3.
under exceptional circumstances, to another place within the protection zone or surveillance zone. The State Veterinary Administration must immediately inform the Commission thereof, in accordance with § 10 (2) and § 48 (1) (o) (2) of the Act;

g) the prohibition on the movement of semen, ova and embryos from holdings situated within the surveillance zone;

h) the observation of hygiene measures necessary to reduce the risk of spread of classical swine fever virus by all persons entering or leaving the holding.

(2) Where the protection and eradication measures provided for in paragraph (1) are maintained beyond 30 days because of further outbreaks of the disease and as a result animal welfare or other problems arise in keeping the pigs, the Regional Veterinary Administration may, following a reasoned application by the owner, subject to the conditions of § 44 (3) and in accordance wit § 15 and § 49 (1) (d) of the Act, authorize a direct transport of pigs from the holding to

a) a slaughterhouse designated by it, situated preferably within the protection zone or surveillance zone for the purpose of immediate slaughter,

b) a rendering plant where pigs are immediately killed and their carcasses are safely disposed of under the supervision of an official veterinarian, or

c) under exceptional circumstances, to another place within the protection zone or surveillance zone. The State Veterinary Administration must immediately inform the Commission thereof, in accordance with § 10 (2) and § 48 (1) (o) (2) of the Act.

(3) The protection and eradication measures applied in the surveillance zone shall continue to be applied at least until the completion of

a) cleaning and disinfection in the infected holdings;

b) clinical and laboratory examinations of pigs on all holdings carried in accordance with the diagnostic manual in order to detect the possible presence of classical swine fever virus.

(4) The examinations referred to in paragraph (3) (b) shall not take place before 20 days have elapsed after the completion of preliminary cleaning and disinfection in the infected holdings.

§ 46

The provisions of § 21 shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to cleaning and disinfection operations, provided that these operations are carried out in accordance with procedures laid down in Annex 9 to this Decree.

§ 47

(1) The repopulation of holdings may take place at least 30 days after the completion of the final cleaning and disinfection operations carried out in accordance with § 46.

(2) The reintroduction of animals must conform to the following procedures

a) as regards open-air holdings, the repopulation shall start with the introduction of sentinel animals which come from holdings not subjected to any restrictive protection and eradication measures related to classical swine fever and which have been examined in a laboratory and found negative for the presence of antibodies against classical swine fever virus. Such sentinel pigs shall be placed, in accordance with the requirements of the Regional Veterinary Administration and in accordance with § 15 and § 49 (1) (d) of the Act, throughout the infected holding and be sampled 40 days after having been placed on the holding for the purpose of testing for the presence of antibodies, in accordance with the diagnostic manual. If none of the pigs has developed the said antibodies, full repopulation may take place. No pig may leave the holding before the negative results of the serological examination are available;

b) as regards all other forms of rearing, the repopulation shall either take place in accordance with point (a) or shall be based on total repopulation, provided that

1. all the pigs must come from holdings not subjected to any restrictive protection and eradication measures related to classical swine fever and must arrive within a period of 20 days,

2. no pig may leave the holding before the negative results of the serological examination are available,

3. all repopulated herd is subjected to serological examination in accordance with the diagnostic manual. Sampling for that examination shall be carried out at the earliest 40 days after arrival of the last pigs.

(3) However, if more than 6 months have elapsed from the completion of the cleaning and disinfection operations, the Regional Veterinary Administration may, in accordance with § 15 and § 49 (1) (d) of the Act, authorize with respect to the epidemiological situation a derogation from the procedure referred to in paragraph (2) above.

§ 48

(1) In the case of 

a) a suspicion on the presence of classical swine fever in a slaughterhouse or means of transport, the Regional Veterinary Administration shall, in accordance with § 15 and § 49 (1) (d) of the Act, immediately set in motion an enquiry to confirm or rule out the presence of the disease in accordance with the diagnostic manual;

b) the detection of classical swine fever in a slaughterhouse or means of transport, the Regional Veterinary Administration shall, in accordance with § 15 and § 49 (1) (d) of the Act, ensure that the following protection and eradication measures are applied:

1. an immediate killing of all susceptible animals in the slaughterhouse or means of transport,

2. safe disposal or processing of carcasses, offal and waste possibly contaminated under the supervision of an official veterinarian,

3. the preliminary cleaning and disinfection of buildings and equipment including means of transport, in accordance with § 46,

4. epidemiological enquiry,

5. isolation of classical swine fever virus in accordance with the diagnostic manual to identify the genetic type of the virus,

6. the prohibition on movement of further animals to slaughter or on their transport by means of transport in which classical swine fever has been detected for at least 24 hours after the completion of the cleaning and disinfection operations carried out in accordance with § 46.

(2) The protection and eradication measures referred to in § 42 shall be applied in holdings of origin of infected pigs or carcasses and in other contact holdings. Unless other source or way of spread of the disease is indicated by the epidemiological enquiry, the protection and eradication measures referred to in § 41 (a) and (2) shall be applied in holdings of origin of infected pigs or carcasses.

§ 49

(1) Immediately after the Regional Veterinary Administration has, in accordance with § 15 and § 49 (1) (d) of the Act, information that feral pigs are suspected of being infected, it shall

a) carry out all enquiries to confirm or rule out the presence of the disease,

b) inform on the suspicion pig owners and hunters (users of hunting districts) according to the specific legal rule6),

c) examine, including laboratory examination, all feral pigs shot or found dead.

(2) Immediately after the confirmation of a primary case of classical swine fever in feral pigs, the Regional Veterinary Administration shall, in accordance with § 15 and § 49 (1) (d) of the Act and in order to reduce the spread of the disease

a) establish an expert group consisting of veterinarians, wildlife biologists and hunters aimed at co-operation with the Regional Veterinary Administration, in accordance with § 15 and § 49 (1) (d) of the Act, at

1. studying the epidemiological situation and defining the infected area in accordance with § 51 (1) (b),

2. establishing appropriate protection and eradication measures to be applied in the infected area, including the prohibition on hunting and feeding of feral pigs,

3. drawing up the eradication plan,

4. carrying out checks on effectiveness of protection and eradication measures adopted to eradicate classical swine fever in the infected area;

b) monitor pig holdings in the infected area and shall order in particular the following protection and eradication measures:

1. a census shall be carried of pigs of all categories on all pig holdings; the census shall be kept up to date and information from the census shall be produced on request to the authorities carrying out the state veterinary supervision. In the case of open-air pig holdings, the first census may be done on the basis of an estimate,

2. all pigs on holdings shall be restricted to their living quarters or be confined in some other place where they can be isolated (separated) from feral pigs. The feral pigs must not have access to any material which may subsequently come in contact with the pigs on the holding,

3. the prohibition on movement of pigs. No pigs may enter or leave the holding without an authorization issued by the Regional Veterinary Administration in accordance with § 15 nad § 49 (1) (d) of the Act and with respect to the epidemiological situation,

4. the use of appropriate disinfection means at the entrances nad exists of buildings housing pigs and of the holding itself,

5. the observation of hygiene measures necessary to reduce the risk of spread of classical swine fever virus by all persons which have come in contact with feral pigs or, if necessary, a contemporary prohibition on entry of such persons to the pig holding,

6. an examination of all pigs dead or diseased with classical swine fever symptoms on the holding in order to detect the disease,

7. the prohibition on the movement of any part of any feral pig, whether shot or found dead, as well as of any equipment or material possibly contaminated by classical swine fever virus to the pig holding,

8. the prohibition on the movement of pigs, semen, ova and embryos from infected area for the purposes of trade.

(3) The Regional Veterinary Administration shall, in accordance with § 15 and § 49 (1) (d) of the Act, ensure that

a) all feral pigs shot or found dead in the infected area are inspected and examined for the classical swine fever in accordance with the diagnostic manual; carcasses of pigs found positive must be safely disposed of under the supervision of an official veterinarian. Carcasses and meat of pigs found negative must not be traded in. Parts not intended for human consumptions shall be processed under the supervision of an official veterinarian;

b) the isolate of classical swine fever virus is examined in a laboratory in accordance with the diagnostic manual to identify the genetic type of virus.

(4) Where the presence of classical swine fever has been detected in an area close to the territory of a neighbouring Member State, the Regional Veterinary Administration shall collaborate with competent authorities of the Member State concerned in the establishment and implementation of measures for the protection and eradication of the disease.

§50

Plan for the eradication of classical swine fever from a feral pig population

(1) The State Veterinary Administration shall, in accordance with § 10 (2) and § 48 (1) (o) (2) of the Act, submit to the Commission within 90 days from the confirmation of the primary case of classical swine fever in feral pigs a plan for the eradication of the disease in the infected area; the plan shall include the protection and eradication measures

a) adopted for the eradication of the disease in an area defined as infected,

b) applied in holdings in the said area.

(2) The plan referred to in paragraph (1) shall be amended and supplemented to take account of developments in the epidemiological situation. If these amendments and supplements concern the area defined by the plan, the State Veterinary Administration shall, in accordance with § 10 (2) and § 48 (1) (o) (2) of the Act, inform the Commission and other Member States thereof by means of the Standing Veterinary Committee. If these amendments and supplements concern other protection and eradication measures included in the plan, the State Veterinary Administration shall, in accordance with § 10 (2) and § 48 (1) (o) (2) of the Act, submit the amended plan, together with all amendments and supplements, to the Commission for further procedure.

(3) The protection and eradication measures applied in accordance with the plan referred to in paragraph (1) shall be replaced by protection and eradication measures adopted in accordance with § 49, on a date which shall be decided upon approval of the plan.

§ 51

(1) The eradication plan shall include:

a) the results of the epidemiological enquiry and checks carried out in accordance with § 49 and a geographical distribution of the disease;

b) the definition of the infected area. When defining the infected area, the results of the epidemiological enquiry and geographical distribution of the disease, the feral pig population in the area and the existence of major natural or artificial obstacles to movement of feral pigs shall be taken into account;

c) the organization of co-operation between authorities carrying out the state veterinary supervision, biologists, hunters (users of hunting districts)6) and wildlife protection services (organizations);

d) the content of the information campaign intended to be enforced to increase hunters’ awareness of the measures they have to adopt in the framework of the eradication plan;

e) the methods to determine the number and location of feral pig meta-populations in and around the infected area;

f) the approximate number of feral pig meta-populations and their size in and around the infected area;

g) the methods to determine the extent of the infection in the feral pig population, including examination of feral pigs shot by hunters or found dead, laboratory examination and age-stratified epidemiological enquiries;

h) the protection and eradication measures adopted to reduce spread of the disease due to feral pig movements or contact between meta-populations of feral pigs. Such measures may include a prohibition of hunting;

i) the protection and eradication measures adopted to reduce the susceptible feral pig populations, in particular young piglets;

j) the requirements which must be met by hunters in order to avoid spread of the disease;

k) the methods of safe disposal of carcasses of feral pigs shot or found dead; such methods must ensure that these carcasses or parts of these carcasses are disposed of under the supervision of an official veterinarian, inspected by him and examined in a laboratory in accordance with the diagnostic manual. Carcasses or parts of carcasses of animals found negative in testing for classical swine fever must be excluded from the circulation as well;

l) the epidemiological enquiry carried out on each feral pig, whether shot or found dead. Such enquiry shall include the completion of a questionnaire containing information on the area concerned (including number and name of the relevant cadastral territory) where the pig was shot or found dead, the date on which the pig was shot or found dead, the person who shot or found the pig, the age and sex of the pig, symptoms detected before shooting, if shot or the state of the carcase, if found dead;

m) the monitoring of holdings in the infected area, and if necessary, around the infected area, preventive measures applied on these holdings, including the restriction of movements of animals within, to and from the infected area. Such measures must include at least the prohibition of movement and transport of pigs, their semen, ova and embryos from the infected area for the purposes of trade;

n) the criteria for lifting of protection and eradication measures applied in the defined infected area and on holdings in the area;

o) the authority charged with supervising and co-ordinating of tasks resulting from the eradication plan;

p) the establishment of a system enabling the expert group referred to in § 49 (2) (a) regularly review the results of the eradication plan;

q) the measures for the monitoring of the disease applied in the infected area after a period of at least 12 months elapsed from the last confirmed case of classical swine fever in feral pigs. Such measures must be in place for at least 12 months and must include measures already adopted in accordance with points (g), (k) and (l).

(2) The State Veterinary Administration shall, in accordance with § 10 )2) and § 48 (1) (o) (2) of the Act, submit to the Commission and other Member States by means of the Standing Veterinary Committee every 6 months a report concerning the epidemiological situation in the defined infected area and the results of the eradication plan.

§ 52

Diagnostic procedures and bio-safety requirements

(1) Diagnostic procedures, sampling and laboratory examination to detect the presence of classical swine fever shall conform to the diagnostic manual. Samples shall be examined in the National Reference Laboratory for classical swine fever, or in the relevant reference laboratories.

(2) All manipulations with classical swine fever virus, its genome and antigens and vaccines against it for research and diagnostic purposes shall take place only in laboratories and other establishments approved for the purpose by the State Veterinary Administration. The State Veterinary Administration shall, in accordance with § 10 (2) and § 48 (1) (o) (2) of the Act, submit to the Commission the list of such places before 31 March 2004.

Vaccination against classical swine fever

§ 53

(1) Save as otherwise provided, the vaccination against classical swine fever is prohibited.

(2) The manufacture, storage, supply, distribution and sale of vaccines against classical swine fever may be carried out only under the state veterinary supervision.

(3) The emergency vaccination (§ 12) may be introduced after consideration of criteria and risk factors referred to in Annex 10 to this Decree in pig holdings where the presence of classical swine fever has been confirmed and provided that available information concerning the epidemiological situation suggest that it threatens to spread.

§ 54

(1) Before the introduction of the emergency vaccination in accordance with § 53, the State Veterinary Administration shall, in accordance with § 10 (2) and § 48 (1) (o) (2) of the Act, submit to the Commission for approval an emergency vaccination plan containing information on

a) the epidemiological situation which has lead to the request for the emergency vaccination,

b) the area in which the emergency vaccination is to be carried out and the number of pig holdings situated in this area,

c) categories of pigs and the approximate number of pigs to be vaccinated,

d) the vaccine to be used,

e) the duration of the vaccination campaign,

f) the identification and registration of vaccinated pigs,

g) measures for the movement of pigs and their products,

h) the criteria important to decide if vaccination or protection and eradication measures referred to in § 41 (1) and (2) will be applied in contact holdings,

i) other important facts, including clinical and laboratory examinations carried out on samples taken in vaccinated holdings and in the other holdings in the vaccination area, in particular if a marker vaccine is to be used.

(2) Without prejudice to § 44 and § 45, the following protection and eradication measures must be applied during the vaccination period:

a) no live pigs may leave the vaccination area, unless to be transported to a slaughterhouse designated by the Regional Veterinary Administration in accordance with § 15 and § 49 (1) (d) of the Act situated in the vaccination area or close to that area for immediate slaughter or to a rendering plant or other suitable place for immediate killing and safe disposal of their carcasses under the supervision of an official veterinarian;

b) all fresh pig meat from pigs vaccinated during the emergency vaccination shall be either processed or marked and treated in the way laid down in § 44 (3) (e) (4);

c) semen, fertilized ova and embryos collected from the pigs to be vaccinated during the 30 days prior to vaccination shall be traced and destroyed under the supervision of an official veterinarian.

(3) The protection and eradication measures referred to in paragraph (2) shall apply for at least 6 months following completion of the vaccination operation in the area.

(4) In accordance with a decision of the Commission and § 10 (2) and § 48 (1) (o) (2) of the Act, before the end of the period referred to in paragraph (3), protection and eradication measures shall be taken to ban:

a) the transport of seropositive pigs from the holding where they are kept, except for immediate slaughter;

b) the collection of semen, fertilized ova and embryos from seropositive pigs;

c) the transport of piglets from seropositive sows from their holding of origin, unless being transported to

1. a slaughterhouse for immediate slaughter,

2. a holding designated by the Regional Veterinary Administration in accordance with § 15 and § 49 (1) (d) of the Act from which they are after the completion of fattening to be sent directly to a slaughterhouse,

3. to other holding after obtaining a negative result of a serological examination for antibodies against classical swine fever virus.

(5) By way of derogation from paragraph (1), the emergency vaccination may be introduced, provided that Community interests are not jeopardised and that the following conditions are met:

a) before the start of the vaccination operations, the State Veterinary Administration shall draw up an emergency vaccination plan in accordance with § 55 and shall, in accordance with § 10 (2) and § 48 (1) (o) (2) of the Act, submit the plan to the Commission for approval;

b) the plan must contain information referred to in paragraph (1) and must laid down that all pigs in the holdings where the vaccination operations are to be carried out will be slaughtered or killed as quickly as possible after the completion of the vaccination operations in accordance with provisions of paragraph (2) (a) and the fresh meat obtained from these pigs will be either processed or marked and treated in accordance with § 44 (3) (e) (4).

(6) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraphs (3) and (4), the protection and eradication measures referred to in paragraph (2) may be lifted after

a) all pigs in the holdings where the vaccination operations have been carried out have been slaughtered or killed in accordance with provisions of paragraph (2) (a) and the fresh meat obtained from these pigs has been either processed or marked and treated in accordance with § 44 (3) (e) (4),

b) all holdings where the vaccinated pigs had been kept have been cleaned and disinfected in accordance with § 46.

(7) In places where the protection and eradication measures referred to in paragraph (2) were lifted

a) the repopulation in the holding may be carried out after all pigs in holdings where the vaccination operations have been carried out have been slaughtered or killed and at least 10 days after the completion of the cleaning and disinfection operations,

b) all newly introduced pigs in all holdings must undergo clinical and laboratory examinations in accordance with the diagnostic manual in order to detect the possible presence of classical swine fever virus. In the case of pigs reintroduced in holdings where the vaccination operations have been carried out, these examinations must be carried out at least after 40 days have elapsed after the reintroduction and during that period no movement of pigs from the holding must be authorized.

(8) When a marker vaccine has been used during the vaccination campaign, the State Veterinary administration may, in accordance with § 10 (2) and § 48 (1) (o) (2) of the Act and after the consent of the Commission, authorize with respect to the risk that classical swine fever virus is spread by movements of the vaccinated pigs, their offspring and their products to derogate from provisions of paragraphs (2), (3) and (4), in particular as regards the marking of meat of the vaccinated pigs and its subsequent use and the place of destination of treated products. Such authorization shall be grated provided that

a) the vaccination plan has been approved before starting of the vaccination operations in accordance with provisions of paragraph (1),

b) the State Veterinary Administration has, in accordance with § 10 (2) and § 48 (1) (o) (2) of the Act, submitted to the Commission a specific request accompanied by a comprehensive report on the implementation of the vaccination campaign, its results and the overall epidemiological situation,

c) an on-the-spot check on the implementation of the vaccination campaign has been carried out in co-operation with authorities of the Commission and in accordance with § 10 (2) and § 48 (1) (o) (2) of the Act, if an uniform application of prescribed procedures during the implementation of the vaccination against classical swine fever so requires.

§ 55

(1) The emergency vaccination of feral pigs may be introduced when the presence of classical swine fever has been confirmed and available information concerning the epidemiological situation suggest that it threatens to spread.

(2) Before the introduction of the emergency vaccination in accordance with paragraph (1), the State Veterinary Administration shall, in accordance with § 10 (2) and § 48 (1) (o) (2) of the Act, submit to the Commission for approval an emergency vaccination plan containing information on

a) the epidemiological situation which has lead to the request for the emergency vaccination,

b) the area in which the emergency vaccination is to be carried out. In any case, this area shall be part of the infected area defined in accordance with § 51 (1) (b),

c) the vaccine to be used,

d) measures to be taken with respect to the vaccination of young,

e) the duration of the vaccination campaign,

f) the approximate number of feral pigs to be vaccinated,

g) the protection and eradication measures to be taken to avoid a high turn-over of the feral pig populations,

h) the protection and eradication measures to be taken to avoid any spread of vaccine virus to pigs kept in holdings, if necessary,

i) the expected results of the vaccination campaign and the criteria to be considered to verify its effectiveness,

j) the authority charged with supervising and co-ordinating of tasks resulting from the plan,

k) the establishment of a system enabling the expert group referred to in § 49 (2) (a) regularly review results of the plan,

l) other facts related to the emergency situation.

(3) If the vaccination area is close to the territory of a neighbouring Member State where the measures for the protection and eradication of classical swine fever in feral pigs are also in place, consistency between the vaccination plan and the protection and eradication measures applied in such Member State must be ensured.

(4) The State Veterinary Administration shall, in accordance with § 10 (2) and § 48 (1) (o) (2) of the Act, submit to the Commission and the Member States every 6 months a report on the results of the vaccination operations, together with the report referred to § 51 (2).

§ 56

Contingency plan to be applied in the event of an outbreak of classical swine fever

(1) The State Veterinary Administration shall, in accordance with § 10 (1) and § 48 (1) (c) of the Act, draw up and at least each 5 years update a contingency plan to be applied in the event of an outbreak of classical swine fever. This plan must allow access to facilities, equipment and materials necessary for the rapid and efficient eradication of the outbreak and it must also contain a precise indication of

a) the requirements for the vaccine which is considered to be needed for the case of the emergency vaccination,

b) the regions where areas with a high density of pigs may be found, in order that in these regions a higher level of disease monitoring and preparedness may be ensured.

(2) The criteria and requirements to be applied for drawing up the contingency plan in accordance with paragraph (1) shall be those laid down in Annex 11 to this Decree.

(3) The State Veterinary Administration shall, in accordance with § 10 (2) and § 48 (1) (o) (2) of the Act, submit to the Commission for approval the plan referred to in paragraph (1) before 30 April 2004.

§ 57

Disease eradication centres and expert groups

(1) In the event of outbreaks of classical swine fever a national crisis centre shall be immediately established. If necessary, regional disease eradication centres shall be also immediately established. Furthermore, an expert group to maintain expertise and provide assistance to competent authorities in control and eradication of the disease shall be immediately established as well. Disease eradication centres must have available appropriate staff, facilities and equipment, including necessary communication systems and must have a clear and effective chain of command and management to ensure the prompt implementation of the disease control measures; the relevant details shall be laid down in the contingency plan.

(2) The national disease control centre shall be responsible in particular for

a) defining the necessary disease control measures,

b) co-ordinating procedures of the regional disease control centres, ensuring the prompt and efficient implementation of the abovementioned measures by the regional disease control centres and deploying staff and other resources to the regional disease control centres,

c) providing information to competent authorities and persons,

d) when indicated, organising the emergency vaccination and defining vaccination areas,

e) liaising with diagnostic laboratories, the police authorities and with the press and other media.

(3) Certain tasks of the national disease control centre may be delegated to the regional disease control centres, provided that such centres have been established and that that does not compromise the objectives of the national disease control centre.

(4) The main task of the expert group is to provide a professional assistance to competent authorities, in particular in

a) the epidemiological enquiry,

b) sampling, laboratory examination and interpretation of its results,

c) implementation of the disease control measures.

§ 58

Use of catering waste

(1) Catering waste must not be used for feeding animals.

(2) Catering waste from international means of transport must be collected and safely disposed of under official supervision.

(3) The State Veterinary Administration shall, in accordance with § 10 (2) and § 48 (1) (o) (2) of the Act, inform the Commission each year by 31 October at the latest, and for the first time in 2004, on application of the provisions of paragraphs (1) and (2).
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