1. Authority, organization, and infrastructure of veterinary services.

The structure of the General Veterinary Inspectorate is defined by its statutes, contained in the resolution of the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development of 9 October 2002, amending the resolution on the assignment of the statutes to the General Veterinarian Inspectorate.  According to the above resolution, the General Veterinary Inspectorate is a government administration authority, supporting the Chief Veterinary Officer who manages the General Veterinary Inspectorate with the assistance of two deputies, the Director General and the Departmental Directors. 

The structure of the General Veterinary Inspectorate includes the following (Scheme of structure – Annex No 1):
1) Control Department;

2) Animal Health and Welfare Department; 

3) Department of Hygiene of Foodstuffs of Animal Origin;

4) European Integration and Foreign Cooperation Department; 

5) Department of Animal Feeding Stuffs, Pharmacy and Rendering; 

6) Organisation and Legal Department; 

7) Budgeting and Finance Department; 

8) Internal Auditors; 

9) General Counsellor; 

10) Advisor on Food Safety to the Chief Veterinary Officer. 

The internal organisation of the departments at the General Veterinary Inspectorate and the detailed scope of tasks of the departments, and also of the people holding the positions described in paragraphs 8 - 10 are described in the organisational regulations issued under Regulation No. 1/2003 of the Chief Veterinary Officer of 26 February 2003 (Annex No 2). 
According to the article 36, units 4 and 4a of Law of 24 April 1997 on the control of animal infectious diseases, examination of animals for slaughter and meat and the Veterinary Inspection (O.J. 99.66.752 as amended) the function of the Chief Veterinary Officer, as well as Province, District and Border veterinary officers can be performed only by licensed veterinarians and:

1) in case of Chief Veterinary Officer, Province Veterinary Officer and their deputies – at least 5-year experience in veterinary administration,

2) in case of District and Border Veterinary Officers and their deputies – at least 3-year experience in veterinary administration.


Additionally, for the position of Province, District and Border Veterinary Officer and their deputies the title of a specialist in one of the following fields shall be required:

1) epizootiology and veterinary administration,

2) hygiene of animals for slaughter and food of animal origin.

Veterinary officers employed at the Veterinary Inspection and veterinary officers who are not employees of the Inspection, but who are assigned the fulfilment of certain tasks, take part in the supervision and control of classical swine fevers.

According to the article 44 abovementioned Law the body of Veterinary Inspection may:

1) appoint for a fix period of time veterinary officers who are not employed by the Veterinary Inspection to carry out certain activities, including:

a) prophylactic vaccinations and diagnostic examinations,

b) supervision over round-ups and other animals’ assembly centers,

c) examination of animals placed on the market and issuance of the health certificates,

d) examination of animals for slaughter and meat thereof, game meat and supervision over the cutting, processing and storage thereof, including the issuance of the health certificates required,

e) supervision over the conditions of milk collection, collection centres and milk processing,

f) supervision over the processing and storage of fish and table eggs,

g) control and supervision over holdings,

2) appoint other persons who are not employed by the Veterinary Inspection, having the adequate qualifications to carry out certain auxiliary operations.

The body of the Veterinary Inspection in case of ascertaining of the epizootic or epidemic threat shall instruct, by means of decision, the veterinary officers to take all the necessary measures to eliminate the threat.

Polish border security measures are described in Annex No 3.
According to the Article 9, unit 9 of Law kitchen waste shall not be used for pig feeding. 

Article 2, paragraph 23) of the above Act provides the following definition of kitchen waste that is prohibited in the feeding of pigs: 

Kitchen waste – remnants of meals prepared for people and arising from the preparation of such meals, in particular from households, restaurants, hospitals and public transport, as well as other collective catering establishments. 

Supervision over the performance of the above legal regulation on farms that keep pigs is exercised by the authorities of the Veterinary Inspection, which are obliged to inspect at least 10% of farms per annum in this respect.  The owner of waste, who according to the provisions of the Act on solid waste of 27 April 2001 (Journal of Laws No. 62, item 628 as amended) is he/she, who actually possesses the waste, and who has the duty of keeping records of their quantity and quality.  

Supervision over the correct assignment, storage and transfer of kitchen waste is exercised by the Chief Sanitary Inspector through the province sanitary inspectors. Kitchen waste containing proteins of animal origin are transferred as a low risk material to rendering plants that are approved by the Veterinary Inspection.

Copy of Law of 24 April 1997 on the control of animal infectious diseases, examination of animals for slaughter and meat and the Veterinary Inspection (O. J. 99.66.752 as amended) - Annex No 4.
2. Disease status in the region.

In 1994, the centres of classical swine fever were recorded on the territories of the current Lubuskie, Wielkopolskie, Podlaskie and Lubelskie voivodships. Eight outbreaks of disease was recorded.

Lubuskie province (voivodship) – classical swine fever was diagnosed in the initial focus of the disease, in the village of Bolewice in the former Gorzów province (voivodship), based on the clinical symptoms of the disease.  The analysis of samples of the internal organs of a dead pig by Zakład Higieny Weterynaryjnej [Regional Veterinary Laboratory] in Poznań using the IF method gave a positive result.  The virus was not isolated and the source of the infection was not located (hypothesis: animal owner, a forestry worker, probably brought young wild boars, which he found in the forest, into the farm, which could have been the cause of the disease). 

Other cases of CSF in pigs and wild boars were not recorded at this time on the territory of the province (voivodship). 

Wielkopolskie province (voivodship) –  the disease spread as a result of the purchase of piglets for farms, where the disease started to appear, as well as the relocation of people, meat trading from home slaughtering, and the contraction of the disease from wild boars.  There is no information on the virus sub-type.  The diagnosis was based on clinical examinations of the animals, anatomopathological examinations, as well as positive results of the IF test.  The source of the infection was also not established. 

Podlaskie province (voivodship) –  examinations were conducted with IF tests in all cases for CSF at the Veterinary Regional Laboratory in Łomża. The diagnosis was made on the basis of clinical symptoms, anatomopathological changes, the course of the disease and the positive results of IF tests for CSF. There is no information on the sub-type of the virus.  From the archive materials, it appears that the source of the infection could have been people from the former Soviet Union, who came to the Podlaskie province (voivodship) and who had contact with people from the farms where the cases of classical swine fever appeared.   Furthermore, factors that could affect the diffusion of the disease also included the incorrect neutralisation of animal carcasses during the period before diagnosis of the disease and the probable transfer of the virus during prophylaxis and medicinal treatment. 

Lubelskie province (voivodship) –  the outbreak of the disease could have been caused by travelling sales of animals conducted by people from various parts of the country or the transfer of the virus from Germany (the owner of the animals in the first outbreak of the disease worked temporarily in Germany). Because of the location at the border with the Ukraine and a large number of citizens of this country and the former Soviet Union coming temporarily to the Lubelskie province (voivodship) at this time (Christmas period), this origin of the outbreak of the disease in Poland cannot be discarded.  There is no data on the virus sub-type.  The virus was not isolated at this time – the diagnosis was made on the basis of the anatomopathological lesions, clinical symptoms and a positive result of the IF test conducted by the Veterinary Hygiene Institution in Lublin.  The source of the infection was not determined. 

The following steps were taken during the actions of preventing cases of classical swine fever in 1994 to eradicate this disease:

· Notification of all cases of the disease; 

· Establishment of the exposed and threatened areas; 

· Marking of farms with notice boards containing the sign “Contagious swine disease – no entry”, while the exposed areas and areas under threat were marked with notice boards containing the sign “Contagious swine disease”;

· Withholding from issuing certificates of places of origin for pigs and health certificates;  

· Isolation of sick animals and animals suspected of having contracted the disease; 

· Prevention of bringing animals into and out of the exposed farms without the permission of the official veterinarian; 

· Restriction of access to the farms by other animals; 

· Prohibition of entry onto the farms to third parties; 

· Prohibition of bringing farm equipment and other items into and out of the exposed farms; 

· Order to conduct three examinations in seven day intervals in areas under threat and exposed areas; 

· Placement of disinfection mats at the entrances and exits of exposed farms; 

· Order to keep dogs on a leash, as well as to shut cats, poultry and pigeons indoors; 

· Order of specific proceedings with respect to carcasses of dead animals and animals subjected to diagnostic slaughtering (burial and disinfection of the places where the carcasses were buried); 

· Prohibition of slaughtering pigs without the permission of the district veterinary officer; 

· Directing pigs to sanitary slaughter which did not demonstrate any clinical symptoms of the disease, with the assignment of these specimens for the production of meat for consumption after thermal processing; 

· Order to subject the remnants after the slaughter of such pigs for rendering under veterinary supervision; 

· Cleaning and disinfection of slaughterhouses under the supervision of the veterinary officer after the slaughter has been completed;  

· Cleaning and disinfection of the rendering plant and vehicles under the supervision of the veterinary officer; 

· Preliminary disinfection of the pig holding and all premises and equipment with the use of a 2% solution of caustic soda after the liquidation of all pigs on the farm, followed by a repeat of the cleaning and then final disinfection with a 2% solution of caustic soda; 

· Bio-thermal decontamination of manure, bedding and fodder that is suspected of being contaminated; 

· Preventive vaccination against CSF in specific towns and buildings in the areas under threat; 

· Prohibition of covering of sows in areas under threat and exposed areas, whereas  insemination was permitted; 

· Prohibition to sell pigs for slaughter to further breeding plants  and also trading in pigs in exposed areas and areas under threat until further notice; 

· Prohibition to slaughter pigs on farms in exposed areas and areas under threat without examination by the veterinary officer until further notice; 

· Slaughtering of all infected pigs and pigs suspected of infection with the payment of compensation; 

Before 1994, cases of classical swine fever were recorded in Poland over the last 20 years as follows:

· In the years 1973 – 1977 between several and up to twenty outbreaks of the disease per month;

· In 1978 – 1 outbreak (March);

· In 1989 – 1 outbreak (December);

· In 1992 – 2 outbreaks in April and 7 outbreaks in October; 

· In 1993 – 3 outbreaks in December. 

Because of the fact, that the majority of the Polish border runs along natural geographic barriers, i.e. the shore line of the Baltic Sea (Northern border), the rivers: Oder and Nysa Łużycka (Western border), Bug (part of the Eastern border) and the belt of Carpathian mountains (Southern border), only the North-Eastern part of the Polish border constitutes a part of the territory of the country where wild animals may freely move.  Furthermore, these are woodlands with low population density. The free movement of wild animals is partially possible in the lower sections of the mountains in the South of Poland – the border with the Czech and Slovak Republics and the South-Eastern section bordering with the Ukraine. 

Based on the latest estimated data prepared by the Polish Hunting Association, the population of wild boars at the end of March 2003 in the hunting regions leased by the Polish Hunting Association (which constitutes 80% of Poland’s woodlands) in the individual provinces (voivodships) is as follows: 

Number of wild boars in particular provinces/voivodships (hunting regions taken on lease  by the Polish Huntig Assocation) of Poland in 2003 

– estimated data for the end of March 2003

	LP.
	PROVINCE (VOIVODSHIP)
	NO. OF WILD BOARS

	1
	Dolnoslaskie
	13 253

	2
	Kujawsko-pomorskie
	7 876

	3
	Lubelskie
	6 061

	4
	Lubuskie
	13 012

	5
	Lodzkie
	3 690

	6
	Malopolskie
	1 502

	7
	Mazowieckie
	7 880

	8
	Opolskie
	5 643

	9
	Podkarpackie
	3 555

	10
	Podlaskie
	5 722

	11
	Pomorskie
	10 663

	12
	Slaskie
	4 305

	13
	Swietokrzyskie
	1 465

	14
	Warminsko-mazurskie
	17 145

	15
	Wielkopolskie
	15 597

	16
	Zachodniopomorskie
	25 731


Total number of wild boars in Poland:  143,100 specimens in the regions leased by the Polish Hunting Association and 17,508 specimens in regions managed by the Central Board of State Forests. 

No cases of classical swine fever were found among wild boars in Poland over the last 20 years.  

3. Disease status of adjacent regions.

Information on the epizootic situation in the countries neighbouring with Poland is sent to the General Veterinary Inspectorate by the foreign veterinary services in the form of monthly bulletins on the presence of animal infectious diseases in these countries.These bulletins contain information on the number of outbreaks of the individual diseases, including CSF, but they do not contain data on the types of virus isolated from cases found. Poland obtains information on the status of neighbouring countries with respect to CSF from data published by OIE on the website and in the annual reports on animal infectious diseases in affiliated countries. Simultaneously, Poland is kept informed of all cases of animal infectious diseases within European Union and Norway through the ADNS (Animal Diseases Notification System) system. 

Current epizootic status in Poland’s neighbouring countries with respect to CSF:

· Federal Republic of Germany – last case 01/2003; 

· Ukraine – CSF in pigs was never recorded, 07/2002 (suspicion of CSF in wild boars
– negative test results); 

· Czech Republic – last case 11/1999; 

· Slovakia – 12/2003; 

· Belarus – last case 05/1998; 

· Russian Federation – cases of CSF have been recorded until the present day, however, they have not demonstrates a presence of the disease in the Kaliningrad Oblast of the Russian Federation, which directly borders with Poland; 

· Lithuanian Republic – last case 11/1992. 

The formation of the land in the vast majority of Poland’s border areas constitutes a certain kind of natural barrier against the transmission of animal infectious diseases in our country.  Poland’s Northern border is the shore line of the Baltic Sea, the vast majority of the Western border is the Oder River, whereas the Southern border is the Carpathian mountain range. A part of the eastern border runs alongside the River Bug.  The remainder of Poland along the Eastern border, i.e. the border with Belarus, Lithuania and Russia (a part of Russia – the Kaliningrad Oblast) are largely forested areas with a small population density, and therefore do not constitute obstacles to the movement of wild animals in these areas. 

4. Extent of active disease control.

“National Plan of Readiness to Counteract Classical Swine Fever in Poland” – Annex No 5.

Furthermore, 16 provinces (voivodships) and 301 administrative districts (powiat) have prepared and accepted contingency plans (for each province and administrative district). 

5. Vaccination status of the region.

Protective vaccinations against classical swine fever have been prohibited in Poland since 1998.  The regulation of the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development of 27 February 2003 on the prohibition on implementing protective vaccinations of animals against specified contagious diseases (Journal of Laws No. 52, item 462) is currently in force. All animals that were vaccinated before the appearance of the regulation preventing CSF vaccinations have been slaughtered.  The vaccination procedure in the event of an outbreak of the disease in Poland is described in Polish Veterinary Contingency Plan for Control of CSF
– “Vaccination procedure”, which constitutes a part of the contingency plan for control of CSF. 

6. Separation from higher risk regions.

7. Movement control from higher risk regions and biosecurity.

The import of live pigs into Poland takes place with the use of individual permits that are issued by the Chief Veterinary Officer. The above permits containing the veterinary conditions that must be met in order to transport pigs that may be exported to Poland, furnished with an original health certificate, which contains a confirmation that the above conditions have been met, and which is issued by the official veterinarian of the exporting country.  Furthermore, the health certificate contains the conditions that animals exported to Poland must satisfy with respect to diseases to which a given species is susceptible.  In terms of classical swine fever, the fundamental condition is the acknowledgement by the exporting country of the lack of such a disease and the fact that the country and farm of origin of the pigs does not conduct vaccinations against CSF and also that the animals that are being consigned have not been vaccinated against this disease.  Simultaneously, live pigs imported into Poland must have been examined for CSF (serologic examinations) 30 days before the consignment from the export country and, upon arrival to Poland; these examinations must be repeated during the quarantine period. It is additionally required that over the previous 30 days before the consignment, no cases of diseases that are subject to the duty of notification are recorded at the farm of origin of the animals. 

Pigs can only be brought into trading in Poland in the event that the animals from the exporting country satisfy the above conditions and negative results of laboratory tests are obtained.  

Furthermore, all pigs, which are the subject of imports, are quarantined for 26 days in Poland in a place that is approved by way of an administrative decision of the administrative district veterinary officer. 

Between 02 January 2001 and 24 October 2003, live pigs were imported into Poland from the following countries: France, Denmark, Sweden, Austria, United Kingdom, USA and Canada. 

The import of pig embryos into Poland also requires that the importer obtains an individual permit from the Chief Veterinary Officer, while the consignment of these embryos should be furnished with a medical and veterinary certificate issued by the official veterinarians in the exporting country, which confirms that the conditions specified in the permit have been met i.e.: 

· The country of origin of the embryos is free of classical swine fever; 

· The donors of the egg cells and sperm from which the embryos originate have been in the exporter country for a period of 6 months before obtaining the embryos/sperm; 

· The donors of the embryos and the donors of the sperm used for the production of embryos originated from farms that are officially free of classical swine fever and in which no animals were vaccinated against CSF in the last 12 months before the date of receipt of the embryos; 

The import into Poland of the sperm of boars is governed by an Announcement of the Chief Veterinary Officer of 19 November 1998 on the register of countries and the register of establishments from which boar sperm may be imported into and transported across the territory of the Republic of Poland and the definition of the specimen health certificate for such sperm (Official Journal of the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Industry No. 21, item 31 and the Announcement of the Chief Veterinary Officer of 25 March 1999 amending the announcement on the register of countries and the register of establishments from which boar sperm may be imported into and transported across the territory of the Republic of Poland and the definition of the specimen health certificate for such sperm (Official Journal of the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Industry No. 8, item 8).  The import into Poland of boar sperm from the countries and establishments specified in the above legal deeds takes place with the use of a valid health certificate, the specimen of which is the appendix to the above announcement.  The import of boar sperm from the countries and establishments listed in the above register requires the receipt of an individual import permit from the Chief Veterinary Officer by the importer.  The health conditions in terms of CSF that the biological material brought onto the territory of Poland must satisfy are the same as for live pigs, and furthermore: 

· The sperm must originate from a country in which classical swine fever is being counteracted ex officio;

· Boars assigned for the sperm station must originate from droves or farms recognised officially as being free of classical swine fever and in which no animals were vaccinated against CSF over the past 12 months; 

· The above droves or farms are not subject to prohibitions and impositions issued on the basis of the prevention of contagious animal (swine) diseases,  

· 30 days before introduction into quarantine isolation, the animals from which the sperm is obtained have been subject to examination for classical swine fever (ELISA or seroneutralisation); 

· boars assigned for sperm production stations are from an isolation station located in the centre of a territory of radius 10 km in which no cases of classical swine fever were found during the past 30 days before the boars were introduced into the sperm production station and which has been free of classical swine fever for 30 days before the boars are introduced into the sperm production station;

· all boars in a recognised sperm production station were subject to an ELISA test or seroneutralisation for the presence of classical swine fever with a negative result; 

· the sperm was obtained from boars that did not demonstrate any clinical symptoms of disease on the date of receipt of the sperm, satisfies the above requirements, have not been used for natural mating and have stayed in a recognised sperm production station, which has been located in a centre of land of radius 20 km in which no cases of classical swine fever have been recorded during a period starting 3 months before the date of receipt of the sperm up to the time of its dispatch; 

· all laboratory tests were conducted in an officially recognised laboratory. 

The register of countries from which meat, foodstuffs of animal origin, non-edible raw materials of animal origin and fodder can be imported into and transported across the territory of the Republic of Poland is contained in the Announcement of the Chief Veterinary Officer of 25 January 2001.  The import of the above goods into Poland from the countries contained in the register takes place on the basis of a valid health certificate (the specimen health certificates are contained in the appendices to the announcement) in the event that an epizootic situation in the country of origin of the goods does not constitute a threat as a result of the presence of contagious animal diseases.  The import of pork from countries not contained in the register requires the receipt of a permit from the Chief Veterinary Officer.  

From 24 December 2003, i.e. from the date that the resolution of the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development of 3 December 2003 (Journal of Laws No. 205, item 1989) on the specimen health certificates for goods brought onto the territory of the Republic of Poland, the import of pigs for breeding and pork and its products came into force, this will take place on the basis of a valid health certificate for these products.  The above specimen health certificates are contained in the abovementioned resolution.  The principles of importing pigs for breeding, pork and its products into Poland, as described above, shall remain in force with respect to countries and their parts (regions) contained in the newly issued announcement of the Chief Veterinary Officer of 17 November 2003 on the register of countries and their parts (regions), from which animals may be brought into and transported across the territory of the Republic of Poland and on the register of countries and their parts (regions), from which meat and other consumable products of animal origin, biological material non-edible products of animal origin and animal foodstuffs may be imported (Official Journal of the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development No. 25, item 29).  The import of pigs, pork and its products from countries not included in the above register will require the receipt of a permit from the Chief Veterinary Officer. 

Attachments:  
Specimen health certificate for pigs for breeding (Annex No 6); 

Specimen health certificate for fresh pork meat and pork offal (Annex No 7);

Starting 25 December 2003, regulations concerning import of live pigs and porcine meat to Poland have changed. According to the Announcement of Chief Veterinary Officer of 17 November 2003 concerning the register of countries and their regions from which animals may be imported to, and transported through, the territory of the Republic of Poland, and concerning the register of countries and their regions from which meat and other animal foodstuffs, biological material, animal by-products and animal feeding-stuffs may be imported, for live pigs imported into Poland from countries which figure in the register, permission of Chief Veterinary Officer for import is not required. The same regulations are in force in relation to the import of porcine meat and offals (with the notice, that the establishment is approved for the export into the EU).

The models of veterinary health certificates for abovementioned goods have been determined within the regulation of Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development of 3 November 2003, concerning the models of the health certificates for goods imported to Poland (O. J. 2003, No 205, item 1989). 

Please find attached the model of health certificate for breeding pigs, porcine meat and offals intended for export to Poland (Annexes No 6 and 7).
Additionally, according to the Art. 10a of Law the following shall be prohibited:

1) importation or transit of diseased animals, suspected of being infected, products, raw materials and wastes derived thereof as well as high risk material and specific risk material,

2) importation of meat which is unfit for consumption or meat which is conditionally fit for consumption,

3) importation or transit of objects in respect of which there is a suspicion of spreading the infection, with exception of the culture of infectious material intended for the scientific research,

4) importation or transit of animals that are not in a fit state to continue their journey within the meaning of the provisions on animal protection,

5) importation of goods containing prohibited chemical and biological residues,

6) importation or transit of goods without all necessary documentation,

7) transit of animals without a written confirmation that they will be accepted by the first country neighbouring to the territory of the Republic of Poland,

8) transit of products without a written declaration that the person having an interest in the load in the case of rejection of the consignment will bear all the costs of destruction or sending back of the consignment to the place of origin,

9) importation and transit of goods via border crossings other than those specified under Article 14 (14) (1),

10) importation or transit of goods that do not comply with the other veterinary conditions established by this Law or specific provisions.

In the event that border inspection discloses a breach of the above regulations, in accordance with article 14, paragraph 11, sub-paragraph 2) of the cited legal act, the border veterinary officer issues a decision to prohibit the import or transit of goods or the imposition to kill, slaughter or conduct sanitary slaughtering of the animals, the destruction of the products or other items. 

At present, the import of live pigs and wild boars and edible and non-edible products originating from these animals into Poland and their transportation across Poland from the following countries, in which classical swine fever has been diagnosed, are prohibited: 

Federal Republic of Germany: Rheinland Pfalz Land (from 28 October 2003) - the import and transit ban on the following products applies in connection with the presence of CSF in pigs: 

· pigs and wild boars, 

· raw meat, intestines and offal from these species, 

· products from pork and wild boar meat with the exception of such products that are subject to thermal processing at a temperature in excess of 720C, 

· all non-edible raw materials that have not been subject to thermal processing at a temperature of greater than 720C; 

Bulgaria – from 28 March 2002, the import and transit of the abovementioned goods are banned from the whole of the area of the country; 

Romania – from 24 April 2002, the import and transit of the abovementioned goods are banned from the whole of the area of the country;

Luxembourg – from 21 November 2001, the import and transit of the abovementioned goods are banned from the whole of the area of the country;

Slovak Republic – the import and transit of the abovementioned goods have been banned since 5 August 2003 from the following regions of the country: Bratyslava mesto, Senec, Dunajská Streda, Galanta, Trnava, Senica, Komárno, Nové Zámky, Levice, Nitra, Topoléany, Šaka, Nové Mesto/Váhorn, Trenčin, Prievidza, Pchar;

Federal Republic of Germany – from 31 August 2003, the import and transit of the following goods is prohibited from the lands North Rhine-Westphalia, Rhineland-Palatinate and Saarland in connection with the diagnosis of cases of CSF in wild boars: 

· live pigs and wild boars; 

· sperm, egg cells and embryos originating from pigs and wild boars; 

Republic of France – from 31 August 2003 the import and transit of the abovementioned goods is prohibited from the Departments of Bas-Rhin and Moselle in connection with cases of classical swine fever in wild boars;

The ban on imports and transit of live pigs and wild boars, as well as edible and non-edible products originating from these animals also applies to countries in which any pig disease, which is subject to the duty of notification and counteracting in accordance with the Veterinary Act, e.g. SVD or ASF, has appeared. 

Nowdays the procedures of veterinary border control are being initiated. They were worked out on basis of provisions in Council Directive 97/78 and the executive regulations. The process of adjusting of 9 Veterinary Border Inspection Posts on future Eastern EU border to the European Union requairements has been accomplished according to Commision Decision 812/2001. The guiding rules of veterinary border check were enclosed in “Handbook for Border Veterinary Officers” (Annex No 8), which entered into force 1 November 2003 by The Instruction of Chief Veterinary Officer. Border Veterinary check consist of :

· Documents control, 

· Identity control,

· And in some reasonable cases physical control (organoleptic tests, laboratory tests of samples taken and examination of live animals). All consigments directed to veterinary border check by custom services have to be presented to this check, which is proved by filling part II of Annex B of Veterinary Certificate Entrance Document (CVED) by Official Veterinarian.

Preselection of consigments and inspection of travelers for possible illegal commodities is carried out by Customs Services adequate to each border crossing. General Veterinary Inspectorate does not coolect data of this kind.

Please find attached information about proportion of imported and exported animals and products in 2002 – (Annex No 9).
8. Livestock demographics and marketing practices in the region.

The General Veterinary Inspectorate obtains information on the population of animals on the territory of Poland from data published by the Central Statistical Office. The General Veterinary Inspectorate has overview data on the number of heads of pigs in Poland for 2002 (data as at June 2002): 

the total number of heads of pigs in 2002 – 18,629,000 specimens, of which 1,918,000 specimens are sows, and of which a total of 16,855,000 specimens are on individual farms, which includes 1,731,000 sows.  The population density - 110 specimens per 100 ha of farmland of which sows account for 11 specimens per 100 ha.

Please find attached the map of  number of pigs per 100 ha in 2002 (data are obtained from Central Statistic Office) – (Annex No 10).

The tables below concerned data referred to the number of farms with population of pigs over 5 thousand, the number of farm, where pigs are kept for breeding purposes and farms, where pigs are kept for fattening with over 50 pigs (own data for November 2003). 

Number of farms with the population of pigs over 5 thousand

	Lp.
	Province/Voivodship
	Number of farms with over 5 thousand pigs
	Number of sows
	Number of pigs on the farm

	1.
	dolnoslaskie
	5
	Lack of data
	20 000

  8 200

  9 485

10 198

  8 321

	2.
	kujawsko-pomorskie
	7
	659

515

347

1494

2023

667

635
	  9 727

 7 159

 5 165

14 400

29 600

11 388

 7 011

	3.
	lubuskie
	2
	about 3000

1 200
	about 10 000

14 000

	4.
	lodzkie
	1
	Lack of data
	11 000

	5.
	mazowieckie
	1
	Lack of data
	  8 000

	6.
	opolskie
	2
	Lack of data
	  5 800

26 280

	7.
	podlaskie
	1
	Lack of data
	over 5 000

	8.
	pomorskie
	13
	Lack of data
	9 103

17 000

14 000

8 000

7 900

20 000

8 800

12 000

20 810

11 000

18 300

11 000

	9.
	slaskie
	1
	2 000
	19 030

	10.
	warminsko-mazurskie
	6
	Lack of data
	5 200

12 000

5 200

5 200

15 315

6 077

	11.
	wielkopolskie
	13
	Lack of data
	5 000

4 965

14 600

27 000

12 500

7 000

10 680

5 400

7 200

9 400

5 060

7 000

7 000

	12.
	zachodniopomorskie
	8
	Lack of data
	7 000

11 000

18 804

12 347

17 777

17 000

7 484

12 000


INFORMATION ON PIG FARMS AND FATTENING HOUSES 

BY PROVINCE (VOIVODSHIP) 

	Lp
	Province (voivodship)
	Number of rearing pig holdings
	Number of pig holdingswith basic herds of 

> 10 sows 
	Number of fattening houses with 

> 50 fattening pigs 

	1.
	dolnoslaskie
	9
	497
	921

	2.
	kujawsko-pomorskie
	71
	4251
	5992

	3.
	lubelskie
	47
	516
	2100

	4.
	lubuskie
	4
	271
	627

	5.
	lodzkie
	20
	903
	2409

	6.
	malopolskie
	9
	417
	457

	7.
	mazowieckie
	57
	1119
	2265

	8.
	opolskie
	23
	1019
	1693

	9.
	podkarpackie
	6
	107
	153

	10.
	podlaskie
	15
	608
	766

	11.
	pomorskie
	48
	1012
	2489

	12.
	slaskie
	223
	314
	882

	13.
	swietokrzyskie
	15
	250
	663

	14.
	warminsko-mazurskie
	41
	535
	5352

	15.
	wielkopolskie
	115
	12424
	25176

	16.
	zachodniopomorskie
	23
	578
	833

	Total
	726
	24821
	52778


The sale of pigs in Poland takes place directly from the owner, through round-ups or at small local fairs.  According to article 5, paragraph 2 of the Veterinary Act, entities that organise fairs, round-ups and exhibitions of animals, and also entities that are engaged in the procurement and sale of animals are obliged to notify the appropriate administrative district veterinary officer about the time and place in which the fairs, round-ups and exhibitions of the animals are organised or held.  The respective administrative district veterinary officer exercises supervision over the organised fairs, round-ups and exhibitions of animals. 

Every animal (pig) brought into trading, i.e. sale, slaughter etc. is accompanied by the issuance of a health certificate for the animal. The health certificate is issued by the administrative district veterinary officer or a veterinary officer designated by him. The certificate confirms the health status of the animal.  

According to the provisions of article 7 of the Veterinary Act, pigs in Poland are subject to branding. Pigs are branded individually, by applying an earring with the identification number of the drove. In the case of pigs other than breeding pigs, which are sent directly for slaughter, it is permissible to brand them by means of tattooing the drove’s identification number. The identification numbers of the herds are defined by the Agency for Restructuring and Modernisation of Agriculture (ARMA). 

List of slaughterhouses that slaughter pigs and neutralisation plants in the individual provinces (voivodships) in Poland. 

	No of province (voivodship)
	Province (voivodship)
	Number of swine slaughterhouses
	Numer of rendering plants
	Daily capacity of rendening plants

tons/24 hours

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	02
	DOLNOSLASKIE
	74
	3
	160

	04
	KUJAWSKO-POMORSKIE
	137
	8
	248,5

	06
	LUBELSKIE
	71
	7
	110

	08
	LUBUSKIE
	50
	2
	135

	10
	LODZKIE
	230
	3
	96

	12
	MALOPOLSKIE
	219
	3
	143,5

	14
	MAZOWIECKIE
	178
	8
	190

	16
	OPOLSKIE
	78
	1
	20

	18
	PODKARPACKIE
	81
	5
	250

	20
	PODLASKIE
	82
	3
	60

	22
	POMORSKIE
	107
	3
	19

	24
	SLASKIE
	143
	2
	36

	26
	SWIETOKRZYSKIE
	70
	2
	9

	28
	WARMINSKO-MAZURSKIE
	61
	2
	190

	30
	WIELKOPOLSKIE
	257
	8
	410,2

	32
	ZACHODNIO - POMORSKIE
	67
	4
	36,5

	TOTAL: 
	1905
	70
	2120,7


The tracking of the farm of origin of the animal suspected of having a disease, which is brought onto the market or delivered to the slaughterhouse, is possible as a result of the entries in the health certificate of the animal brought into trading on the farm of origin, as well as the system of branding animals, which for the branding of pigs assumes the insertion of an earring with the drove number or, in the case of pigs other than breeding pigs, which are directed to the slaughterhouse – a tattoo with the drove number.  The system of registering farms (IACS) and the system of identifying pigs is currently being introduced into Poland by the Agency for Restructuring and Modernisation of Agriculture (ARMA).

9. Disease surveilance in the region.

In 2002, monitoring tests of pigs and wild boars for classical swine fever were conducted on the basis of the resolution of the Minister of  Agriculture and Rural Development of 
12 October 1999 on the definition of the type of samples, the scope of tests and the method of keeping documentation with control analyses regarding the presence of animal infections and remnants of chemical and biological substances, pharmaceuticals and radioactive contamination in animal tissues, meat, foodstuffs of animal origin and non-edible raw materials of animal origin (Journal of Laws No. 93, item 1080).  According to § 4 of the above resolution: 

§ 4. 1. Blood samples are taken annually from 59 pigs the area of the given administrative district for the control tests to discover swine fever on the territory of the administrative districts: 

1) along the border with the state on the territory of which swine fever has appeared within the past 5 years,  

2) along the border with a state having an unknown status with respect to swine fever,  

3) in which positive results of swine fever have been serologically found within a period of the last 6 years,  

4) in which the population of pigs is at least 200 specimens per 1 km2,  

5) in which international airports or seaports are located.   

2. Blood samples from 29 pigs are taken from the area of the given administrative district for the control tests to discover swine fever on the area of the administrative districts: 

1) that are adjacent to the administrative district bordering with the state on the territory of which swine fever has appeared within the past 5 years,   

2) that are adjacent to the administrative district bordering with the state with an unknown status with respect to swine fever,  

3. Blood samples or blood clot samples or alternatively samples of tonsils or lymph nodes are taken from 10% of the wild boars that have been shot for control tests to discover swine fever on the area of administrative districts: 

1) in which positive results of swine fever in the population of wild boars have been serologically found within a period of the last 5 years,  

2) in which positive results of swine fever have been serologically found within a period of the last 6 years,  

3) in which the population of wild boars is at least 2 specimens per 1 km2,  

4) in which the population of pigs is at least 200 specimens per 1 km2,  

5) that are adjacent to the border with the state on the territory of which swine fever is present or has appeared within the past 5 years or the state with an unknown status with respect to swine fever. 

4. Blood samples or blood clot samples, or alternatively samples of tonsils or lymph nodes are taken annually from 5% of the wild boars that have been shot for control tests to discover swine fever on the area of administrative districts in which the population of wild boars does not exceed 2 specimens per 1 km2.  

5. Samples of tonsils or lymph nodes are taken annually from all wild boars that have died throughout the whole country for control tests to discover swine fever. 

The specific procedure for collecting samples for the tests has been included in the Instructions of the Chief Veterinary Officer No.GIW z-II-400-P-17/01of 12 April 2001 on the principles of monitoring tests for the presence of classical swine fever in pigs and wild boars (Annex No 11), which is currently being amended according to the Regulation of Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development of 4 April 2003 concerning the specification of diseases, the method of carrying out of inspection, the scope of tests and the rules for financing thereof

(O.J. No 62, unit 751).
In 2002 for serological surveys in domestic pigs and wild boar aws used in-house ELISA test as described in – Rev Sci Tech. 1993 Sep; 12(3): 879-85 (Annex No 12 in paper). 

At present reference laboratory for CSF uses only commercially avaliable and approved ELISA kits produced by dr Bommeli (Switzerland) and Ceditest (the Netherlands).

Please find attached the correct table of results from monitoring tests of  pigs for CSF in 2002.

The results of serological monitoring tests of pigs for CSF in 2002

	Lp.
	Province (Voivodship)
	Number of serum

	
	
	tested
	negative
	positive

	1.
	dolnoslaskie
	506
	506
	-

	2.
	kujawsko-pomorskie
	177
	177
	-

	3.
	lubelskie
	589
	589
	-

	4.
	lubuskie
	528
	528
	-

	5.
	lodzkie
	214
	214
	-

	6.
	malopolskie
	587
	587
	-

	7.
	mazowieckie
	138
	138
	-

	8.
	opolskie
	295
	295
	-

	9.
	podkarpackie
	647
	647
	-

	10.
	podlaskie
	761
	761
	-

	11.
	pomorskie
	619
	619
	-

	12.
	slaskie
	510
	510
	-

	13.
	swietokrzyskie
	59
	59
	-

	14.
	warminsko-mazurskie
	648
	648
	-

	15.
	wielkopolskie
	1104
	1104
	-

	16.
	zachodniopomorskie
	876
	876
	-

	Total
	8258
	8258
	-


The above table contains the result of monitoring of CSF in domestic pigs, whereas the second table sent previously in Annex 3 contains the results of monitoring of CSF in wild boars in 2002 (an error appeared in the description of the table). 

The following cases of suspicions of classical swine fever in pigs and wild boars and hence the resulting epizootic investigations were recorded in the years 2000 – 2003: 

	Lp.
	Province (Voivodship)
	No of suspected cases of CSF reported 2000-2003

	1.
	Dolnoslaskie
	2

	2.
	Kujawsko-pomorskie
	4

	3.
	Lubelskie 
	6

	4.
	Lubuskie
	3

	5.
	Lodzkie
	6

	6.
	Malopolskie
	2

	7.
	Mazowieckie
	15

	8.
	Opolskie
	-

	9.
	Podkarpackie
	1

	10.
	Podlaskie
	8

	11.
	Pomorskie
	-

	12.
	Slaskie
	1

	13.
	Swiętokrzyskie
	-

	14.
	Warminsko-mazurskie
	12

	15.
	Wielkopolskie
	6

	16.
	Zachodniopomorskie
	4

	Total: 
	70


The diagnostic methods used to confirm or exclude classical swine fever in suspected specimens are applied in accordance with the Instruction on Laboratory Tests for CSF (Annex No 13).
10. Diagnostic laboratory capabilities

Surveys are being performed in The National Veterinary Research Institute in Pulawy (NVRI) and three regional veterinary laboratories in Poland: ZHW Wroclaw, ZHW poznan, ZHW Gdansk. 

In 2002 NVRI tested 7142 samples and regional veterinary laboratories performed 0, 2203, 256 tests respectively. The tests included antibody ELISA and antigen ELISA (tonsils from wild boars). Samples from suspected cases are tested only by NVRI. 

Concerning security measures it should be stated that it is forbidden for regional veterinary laboratories to work with CSFV. All suspected for CSF biological materials should be send directly to the NVRI by the courier in the sealed durable container. Depending on the distance from Pulawy the transportation takes up to 12 hours. The NVRI implemented security measures are in agreement to the institutes quality assurance system (restricted acces isolation rooms, HEPA laminar flow hoods, decontamination procedures, etc.) that prevents form escape CSFV and other infectious agents from the laboratory space. Since 1995 NVRI does not perform challenge experiments with CSFV.

Every year NVRI conducts training for the district CSFV laboratory staff. The NVRI participates in annual CSF ring test organized by the EU Liaison laboratory for CSFV in Hannover. The NVRI is responsible for organizing this test in Central and Eastern Europe Countries.

The NVRI organizes annual ring test for the district CSFV laboratories in Poland.

Since 1991 Swine Disease Department serves as a OIE Reference Laboratory for classical swine fever.

Annex No 14 - Results of monitoring tests of pigs and wild boars for the presence of CSF in 2000, 2001, 2002. The results of CSF monitoring in 2003 are not completed yet (on-going).

Annexes: 

1) Annex No 1 – Scheme of the structure of General Veterinary Inspectorate.

2) Annex No 2 - Organisation Regulations of the General Veteterinary Inspectorate.

3) Annex No 3 – Veterinary border control.

4) Annex No 4 – Copy of Law of 24 April 1997 on the control of animal infectious diseases, examination of animals for slaughter and meat and the Veterinary Inspection (O. J. 99.66.752 with amendments).

5) Annex No 5 – National Contigency Plan For Control of Classical Swine Fever (on CD-ROM).

6) Annex No 6 – model of health certificate for breeding pigs imported to Poland.

7)  Annex No 7 – model of health certificate for fresh meat of porcine species and offals 
      intended for export to Poland 

8) Annex No 8 – Handbook for Border Veterinary Officers.

9) Annex No 9 - information about proportion of imported and exported animals and products in 2002.

10) Annex No 10 - the map of  number of pigs per 100 ha in 2002.

11) Annex No 11 – Instruction of Chief Veterinary Officer No. GIW z-II-400-P-17/01.of 12 April 2001r., on the principles of monitoring tests for the presence of classical swine fever in pigs and wild boars.
12) Annex No 12 – informaton send by the NVRI in Pulawy (in paper).

13) Annex No 13 - CSF Laboratory Instruction.

14) Annex No 14 - Results of monitoring tests of pigs and wild boars for the presence of CSF in 2000, 2001, 2002. The results of CSF monitoring in 2003 are not completed yet (on-going).

