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AMBASAID Na IIEIREANN EmMBASSY OF IRELAND

TELEPHONE; (202) 462-3939 2234 MASSACHUSETTS AVE., N.W.

RAX: (202) 232-5993 W aSHINGTON, D.C. 20008

15 March 2001

TO APHIS FROM IRISH EMBASSY WASHINGTON DC
TO DR LISA FERGUSON FROM KENNETH THOMPSON

Dear Dr Ferguson
Thank you very much for the briefing you and Dr Malik gave the EU vesierday. It answered a lot

ol our queries und helped to clear up some of the uncertaintics about the scope of the US ban on
the EU.

As I said yesterday al the meeting our lormal position is that the US bin on Ireland is unjustilied
as we have nol had any case of FMD and should be lifted.

You expressly asked for information on measures that EU member Sttes are taking in relation
animals, and I am therefore attaching a bulletin issued by our Department of Agricullure which
sers our clearly what we are doing.

We will keep you informed.

Yours sincercly

S
Kenneth Thomps

Economic Counsellor
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BRIEFING NOTE ON FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE SITUATIQN IN THE
RE‘F‘UBLIC OF IRELAND
Situation at 13® March

1. reland's Animal Health Status

Ireland hae a high snimal haalth status and its agricultural preducts have
access 1o the most glscerning markets world-wida, Irish meat Is recngrised as
a good product, produced in @ clean envirenment under gooa canditons and
in accordance with goad sunc.!ards ot husbandry. lreland's cattle and shecp
production is predaminanty grass based and is dasad on a lurgely self
contained national herd.

There have been no cases of Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) in the Republic
of Ireland sinca 1841

-
-
2. FMD in the UK
The first casa of FMO was confimned in Cneule Meats in Eazcx on 207
Febniary. 2001. Since then the diseasc hac spread rapidly thraughout Great
Britain. 183 casea had been identified 1o 13/3/01. A case was curnfirmed in

Meigh, Ca. Amnagh, on s 8 MAQ:H . 2001. Nu other cases havs been
confirmad in Northem Ireland since then.

There is, at present, a suspect casa in Augner. Co. Tyrone, in Northern
lreland. Preliminary tasts for FMD are negative.

3. FMD in France : '
A case of Foat and Mauth disease has today besn confirmed in a bnvma
animal in NW France. Iretand will immediately taka actan 1 prevant the

importation of animais and animal products from the infectl=d areas. -
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4. Action Taken 1o pravent the spread of FMD to \reland

1ne protecuan of IAsh Agriculwre from Ihe effects of FMD s a ep
Government prionity. & cn—ardmatlon commitie= cemprising raprasentanon
fram the Taciseach's Ofce. the Dapadmen‘l of Agriculture & Food and, U=
Garda Swocnana, the Army and ether grganisalians meets regularty to co-

orainate the Natiopal effort ta pravent the disease from spreading to Ireland

immediataly upon the confirmatien, an 20" February, 2001, of 1he outureak of
the diseasa in Great Britain. o range of cnntral measures was put in place @

prevent the spraad of the dis=ass 1o the Republic of Ireland.

4.1 lmports from VK
On 21" February tha importation 1rom e United Kingdom (including
Norharn ireland), of suscepible species (cattle, sheap, pigs, goals.

deer) anc of a range of animal prcducts,frcm such animals wids
panned. .

s
Staff of the Department throughout the country were tiut on alert and
arrangements were made with the army and the Garca Siochana to
deploy appropriate resources 1o the border witn Nortrern lreland.
Garda and/or Depanment of Agricuhure etaff are manning 147 purder
crossings at present.

On 27" Febnuary. tne Dan an the import of live animals from the UK
was extendad 1o hurses and greyhounds from Great Britain and

subseguently 1Q Noryes and grayhounds from Nactt.em lreland.

4,2 Controls within the State

Despite the fact that thare has baen NO CASE in the Seuth. DAFRD,
Garda Ay and other staff have been puton a State of hugn aiert. A
ranga at precautionary controls ovar the mavement of animals has

-

peen putin place threughout the State to prevent the spread of the

i
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disease in the event that the disease spreads to the Republic of
reland:

Susceptible animals (Cows. sheep. Pig3, goats. dear) may be
I
wanspored only directly to slaughter or in exceptional cases, e.g.

welfare cases. Permitting systems have baen put in place by

DAFRD with the assistance of the Garda Siochana and Teagaec

and the restrictions in Torce have peen strictly enfarcad:
Horsas may only be ranspored for o limited numbe: af reasons

(e.g. bregding, emergency voterlinary procedures. exporl) and then
only under licence.

A Ban was imposed orl fivestock marte in the hordrr counues

inidally, un 23 February. and throughout the State when the casc
‘n Northern Iraland was cenfirmed.

As a precautionary measure, a control zone was. established in the
Northern pan of County Leuth clasest 18 the outbre:ak 10 mezigh Co.
Armagh. with strict contrals @n e ovement of livestock and
products into the 2one, Gut of the zone and within the zane.. The
perimeter of this zone is manned by the Garda Siachana and '
Depantrnent of Agricuitura Staff and there are Garde mabile patvrals

within in the area to contral the movement of animals ana animal
praducts.

All shecp impened from the UK since 1% February ara baing raced
and slatightered. Flocks and herds that might have been in contact
with such animala ere peing restricted and examined.
Appreximately 710 nardsfiocks had been restricted to 13/3, To
date thare are No serigus cuncems in relation to any af the
restricteg herds/flocks.
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ln order to minimise the risk of spicading the virus from 2 range of

activites, the fallowing codes of practice have Bean put ir. place !

i

« Code of practca for lirmited, rastricted exercise arrangiements in

Curragh agreed with Raceharse trainers 6/3,

» Coade of Practice (e. spreading of slurry sgreed and cistributed

« Code of practice for agricultural students peing preparad In case of

additional manpewer requiremants for farm relief (lambing. &tc.)

« Code of Practice for OPW operatives, contractars, cansyl@ants,
being developed .

DAFRD is continuing, 8a the need afi

in reiation to the necessity to put codes of practice in placs.

4.3 Public Awareness

. A publicity campaign was launched ta heighten the awarenass of he
gencral public and the farming community. This campaign, invelving

relevisian, ragio and newspaper coverage, mag proved extrarmely

successful and there Is an exiremaly high laval of public awareness of

the need to prevent the disease spreading 1 reland.

- The commitmant of the farrnfng community, and ruore especially the
general public andg a range of sperting. cultural and commercial
arganisations with ne direct cenncclion ta farming has keen
remarkable. Mény avents, such as the World Cross Country

Championship, interational rugby matches with Wales, England and

Scotand, and G.AA matches have been postpanan la requce any risk

\he virus being spread by humman contact. DAFRD canlinues to advise

the public not @ travel 0 he countryside, and t@ advise sporting and

other organisations to pustpane events which are lik2ly to anractiarge

numbers of people from the countryside and more garicularly from the

UK.

ses, to liaise with 3 variety of boqQies
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§. Summary .
Uespite our rapidly diversifying lanc{ cuccessful @conamy. Agriculura
reimains at the core of acanorruc and soecial Iffe In Ireland, The effot to
ensure that Foot and Mouth Disaase daes ot spread to this country will
continue 1a be a top Government priarity for 3o long as the threat of the
disease n the UK continues. The Governmant's commitment 16 this etron
is apparent fram the :.cmprehanswe rang? of contral measures put in
place in the short space of nmg since 20" February. These efforts have,
to date been highly suceessful and we are convinced that ~ith the
continued co-operation of all sectors of seciety wa can retain tne FMD free
gtatus that wc have carefully glzaarrled since 1941.

Animal Health and Welfare Oiwisicm
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