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Re: FMD
Dear Dr. Reed:

Please find enclosed a copy of Mr. Adriansens’ lettex reference 8514 and dated from today. For
your information, please note that we also send you today a copy by mail.

Sincerely yourg
(/ -._:

' Nathalie Le Duc
Assistant to the Agricultural Counselor
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OF Agricultural Office
BELGIUM Washington, D.C.

Dr. Craig A, Reed
Administrator
APHIS-USDA

Room 313-E Whitten Bldg
1400 Independence Ave SW
Washington, DC 20250

Qur File: US/FMD
Refor. 8514 Aprii 267, 2001

Dear Dr. Reed.

For several weeks now APES has been applying to Belgium and other EU countries Foot and
Mouth Disease restrictions while Belgium is still free of FMD. '

Belgian authorities share the impurtant goal of doing everything possible to keep the country
free of FMD.

At the FMD outbreak in the UK, and even before the FMD outbreak in France, the Belgian
authorities have implemented fully and immediately the lcgistation and have applied all
precaution measures in order to keep FMD out of Belgium.

The Belgian measures have been successfully implemented and at this date the FMD status
without vaccination is still anchanged. No outbreak has been reported since 1976.

The Belgian measures are well known to the Aphis people in Rrussels. You have been kept
fully informed about all developments. Aphis people in Brussels are informed directly by the
Belgian authorities, by the BU standing veterinary committee and the medis..

[ hope that you understand that I have no ¢lements available t0 €xp lain to the Belgian
authorities the rationale betind the restrictions applied to Belgium and other FMD free

European coumntries.

Attached you find 3 memo Ol the prevqntive measures taken by Belgium in relation to FMD.
I am looking forward to hearing from ypu in ihe near future.

Sipcerely yours,

3330 Garfield Sweet, N.W. '

' Tel: 202-625-5839
Washington, D.C. 20003

Fax: 202-342-2683
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KONINKRIVK BELGIE - ROYAUME DE BELGIQUE

P

Ministry of Small Enterprizes. Traders and Agricubure
Ministire des Classes moyennes st de ['Agricuiture
Ministsriym e Mittelstand vnd Landwirrschafe
Rinisterie van Mlddinstand en Landbouw

PREVENTIVE MEASURES TAKEN BY BELGIUM IN
RELATION TO FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE

MEMORANDUM
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The purpese of this memorendurm is to astablish & basis for an up-lo dats assessment of the messures to
prevent that foot-and- mouth disaase will sprasd 10 galgium.

It should be underfined that the FMD free statys w'mmutvaccmaﬁdn of Belgium is unchanged. No outbreak of
FMP has beon reported in the Belgian livestock since 1976.

Tha EU lagisluGon has been implemented fuily and immediately. The entire Belglan vaterinary control and
surveiliance System is continuously on the alert, and precaution measures wil be maintsined undl the FMD-
situation in other EU membsr stytes is normalized. Velcrinary authorites, othér authorite=s, ndustry and
farmers’ orgahizalions ars in close contect, ene nformation is communicated contnuously . All necessary
precautionary measursas to pravent the intreduction of FMD o Belglum have been aken.

Fioid velerinarians have received instuctions on mandatery actians in casa of FMD suspican on a Belgian farm
and are enforced to report immadiately any signs of disease t> the Beigian Veferinary Adminstration.

The Beigian pnllcy regarding oudreaks of FMD in neighbering countries is guide-ined by the follawing
principles :

1/ Prevgntive culling of all imported animals which cuuld repressnt risk bocauce of wnelear clinical
sympioms if infected (Sheep) or which were imported in an assessed fisk rate from a affected 2one
acrosed,

2/ Infenghn surveillsnes f the othef susceptible animals imported from the conocmed countries,
3/ Reginction on movement of Iive slavanicalsd animale

Movement of live sloven-haafed animals within Bulgium s restricted and kapt under olese gupenson
by the vetorinary autheriies, Addifionally, movement of shaep was prohibited since 24/02/007.
Yransport of shecp ts sloughterhause was aliowed under strict condilions sinc 20/03/01. Trapsport
to anothar farm 7 allawad under strict eanarians (preliminary seralogy) since 24/04/01.

All vehicles transporting live eleven<hoofed animais ar: sleansed and disinfectad aftef cach Tensport

Merkats and assemblius of fve cloven-hsafed anrimubs or animals heving had contadt with cloven-
hoofes animals is prohitited,

&/ Coritects betwann farrms gre kept at a stricf minimam

Farmers with claven-oofed animals are enforsed t6 kaep visits to the fain; at en shsalute
minimum, Visits by veternarians and olher persons cah oply take piaca under strict and wpecific
guidstinas. Changing of clothes, wazhing, and disinfection are always raquired.

All persans who have been dwecty of indirectly in ~ontact with tive cloven-hoofed amimals in an
alfected country May not have contact with such snimals during seven days afer thetr retum in
Belgium.

Farmers should keep loghodks on 2l vistars 1o farMms sUCh 3s veterinarians, insemmarors, fosd
suppfiers, technicians of guests.

Direct import of fagd, straw and hay from EU member statss which declared oulbreaks of FMD , to
fofms wAln cloven-haofad animatls is prohibiied.

tmport of food 2y individuals for seif-catefing from countrius with deciared VD outbroaks is forbidden.
A strict cantrol on the eslledlion and destruaion of waste foad from ships and airplanes in perts and
alrports has bean enhanced.
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5/ Contrp] on imparted of products of apimal ongin fro cied cauninss

Erom the momadnt that 8 first case of EMD was declarcd In 3 member state, tha meat and mesdt
preducts imported in 8n assessad fiek rate and at that mamant pregent in Belgian staughterhouses,
cooling-units and cutting plants wa3 seized (Jamb and sheep 1§ T; bovine 282 kg pig-mest 74T - pig-
meat producis 12 T)

&/ Imports it Belgium

Prohititens for import of tve cloven-haofed animais, semen and embryas from (France), the Upitsd
Kingdom, the Netharlands and Irefand and restictions with regand to their produdts according 1o the
EU rules{ mezcures with regddd 1 Francs Mfed on 1420472001}

The Veterinary Administretion has 10 authorize any impont of live clovan-hoofed animats inte Belgium
from other countries. Clearly, any import tat consttutes a rrsk of spreading FMD will not ba alloveed,

Permanémt border cantrols (whit limitation of the number of parder-posts) by lecal and fedem polics
and custamns. and this in close coaparaton with the velernary senices are installed.

Impoen fracing from affectsd countries in the lkekhood of diseass risk has been carried oul by means
of the ANIMO [lvestook registration system and the national identificaian and registration System
SANITEL:

7/ Reparfing snd testing

Artigen and antidody tests are referable to the Dizghostic Manual of the OIE and are parformed by the
natonal raferance laboratory CERVA Crocaelenbem 99, Ukkel, Beigium

The fime required from getection o the deflintive conclusion of diaghastic analyses doesnt cxcoed 7
a8ys |

g/ reporfing suspected Symploms fo vetarinarion of the farm
b/ reponinNg suspicion ta lacal velerinarfan ingpector

) reporting to ¢antral sarace by telephons
o/ transprort of sampled matefial to national labatatory 2Ws
o/ defintive conclusion of diagnastic analysis  AG Elsa 8hrs

Vitiis isoletion 4 days

& Belgian 3w mfo forcely Beigion law infe forcell/| Beleian taw info forcell/ Deigian ke nto TrEely
Igw info i » ind

A completa review of the Belgian legisiatien conceming special measures FMD available
Oh BUF Wab=sits hIp/ wrww.cmlag fgoy.bel

Actually ‘Ministeriat decrea of 19/04/2001
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Serology in farms under official surveillance and in slaughterhouses

AB-Elisa -_;-Eli:: :fu‘hﬂy
Sheep 2154 : 1605 1654
Goat 4 75 78
Bovi‘n-e 83 32 “%
Park 132 402 an
TOTAL 2451 2074 2187

Number of lests with confomed nedstve resulfs
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Prevemive measures in relation i the FND Sityation in the UK

ir Movements of live snimats ufsus@tibh spwecies from the UK to E.lgrum

(1 February 2001 - 21 FeBruary 2001)

{ NUMBER of NUMBER of animals fram the UK FARMS under
consignments survertlance (*)
PiGs 12 458 broeding pigs 13
SHEEP 3 814 sheep for fatening 15
GDATS 1 12 breeding goats 1

() An addilional numbar of farms wire PVt under surveillancs peeawse of indirect eantacts vis the Netharlands.
The ol numbar of farms under sittvalllance was : 22 pg-farms, 1 goat-farm and 25 sheep-farms.

2/ Frecedure in farms whera £heep and geats from the 1K Navan been_introduced sinca 1/02/01

Farms where sheep or goz=ts from Ms UK have been introduced since 9 Fabruary 2001, were Rijpject 1
preventve slaughter and destruction of all the antmals of ihese sparies present on the farm.

Pravantive slaughtar of animals of susceplible species

MMMM_____H 97 onimals ef other suscoptibls species and
sontncls with scantit/o the LJK :

dae of sanitary | number of | Number of animss kifleg
killing farms
Sheep | Goats | Lamas other total
o103 3 1282 18 3 5| 1293
02103 6 723 A 0 0 723
0an3 3| 174 o ) 1 deer 676
™ 501 pigs (1)
0503 2 243 22 0 0 255
0503 1 554 2 0 880
0703 1 180 b o o 180
03R3 3 137 2953 0 0 432
Bak3 2 307 0 o o 3o?
~——t

14 23 (=) 5 181 0 a a 181
15R3 (™ 1 483 o 8 0 aes
Total F, 423 33 7 511 | sogs
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Situgtfon on 19032001

) : pre~empive culilng of aft pigs in a pig farm In the municipality of Diksmukde (province 0030 = Western
Flanders).).This action was akso completed with the pre-emptve Killing of 8 sheep in The immediete
neighbourhoad af the pig-farm. Al diagnostic tests on FMD or SVD wera negabve.

(™) : nejghbourhood of a (Sheep) staging point

{"") : sheep imported from the Netherlands origineting from a farm subject o pre-emptive kiling of the sheep

2.2. Shesp s present ih &igy UusQs:

Due 16 the movement ban for sheep and goats since 24 Febriraty 2001 and e iotal ban of staughter of sheop
and goats on 2 March 2001, preventive Kiling of all sheep has alsa bean camied out [n 8 sieughterhouses
‘where these animals were stilt presemt. This operation wak ezmed auton § and 7 March 2001,

- bata of preventive killing _ tumbet of number of sheep killod
slaughterneuses
5103 and 7/03 3 1323
Y Procedure in the farm= unar surveilance

Pig farms arc controlled cfinically =very & days, during a peniad of atleast 3 weeks. Farms with sheep and gaats

are controlled clinieally every 4 days and serologically evely 3 days (May. S0 samplas) during a pericd of at
least 4 waeks.

The same maaslras are in place in farms with animels which had comact (marksts, lomes, deajer) with
animals af susceplible spécies rom the UK.
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{Preventive m:ature: in rajatien to the FMD =ituation in Frahce |

1] Tracing back movements of Iive animsts of susceptible spocies from France

trade from France | Number of live FARMS under survaijiance (*)

1o Belgium > blungulates on 13 and 14 Mareh 2001

18/02/2601 introduced {or

re-intreduced) number Provinces concomed

CATTLE 152 21 | o022, 0030, 0040, 0050,
0080, 0070, 0Q80, 0090

PIGS 534 13 () | 0022, 0030, 6050, 00BO

SHEEP '} -

GOATS 0 .

Othet biuagulates 0 .

TOTAL 686 34

(M one gonsighment of S0 breading pigs was dispatched from the Dep. of Mayenne (Fr) on 1 4432001 to a
farm m the provinee of Western Flanders,

One addiional farm with ahcep was put under suiveilianca gs the farmer is @ daaler with octivitiss in Franes
(afl 27 sheep have been culled),

2f Survefllance on the fayms.

The FMD exqert group decided not to advise pru-smpiive Killing of the impafed catle ard pigs. The procedure
in fatms under sunveillance & bacically the same as descrided for farms with animals of suscaptihla specias
. from the UK,

e e w L L L )
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[Proventive measures in relation to the FMD situation in the Natheriands i

1) Movemants of livs animals of suseaptible gpacies (roft the Netheriands 1 Belgium
> 20 February 2001)

TOTAL 20/92-22/03 07/03-22/08
Species number of Nanber of Nutber of Number of
consignments anmsls consignments animals
Pigs | Production pigs R T 128 26057
Eﬁughmr ~gs 237 44708 75 i 2_5_5}_
Total 373 () 60254 201 28739
Cattie | Cate for slaughtar 2 25 0 0
Cattls for producton 12 511 3 s2
_ Tofai 14 T 1 52
Sheep | Sheep for siaughtay 8 862 0 ]
jhoan for production 12 1927 0
Tf-tnt 20 2798 /] 0

Since the nstficatian of the FMD oubreak in Mayenne (France) at the SVC ‘on 13 March 2001, the
Natherand maintained a complete ctand-stl) of susrepible spedes on their temitory,

2P ura fa nder survelllapee

All farrrs with animals of suscapible species otiginatiyg from vse Nethorlands 2nd infraduced since 20 febauary
were put under surveillance,

The procequres fave basn adapted sollowing epidemisiogicnl infermation received from the Netherlands

Pigs or catle ©
- Surveiltance during § weels following the intyaduction dato
- Clinical sxaminatoh exery & days With @ minkmum of Z clinical sysminations

Sheep (or goats)
- Surveitanca during 8 wesks following the iriroduction dats
- Serology: every 8 days of e animals present in the farm accarding to the eritarm: 1-80
animaig; ell animails ars sampled
> B0 amimals: 60 gnimals at rahdem

The dacision for preventive killing meets the {aliowing critene:

Date of intrecucton ; > 7 Merch 2001
Farm of orign lecated in one of the surveiltance 2anes

A ATITIUL

sene nzs 707 YVA TZ:ST

@o13

10/9¢/%0



04/27/01 12:04

D202 690 4171

USDA APHIS VS

3 Pro-ompdive killing of, nals
dets farms | province [ tota) date of number of pigs imported
numberof | wmport
pigs
21/6372001 1 sa 535 | 08/03/2001 | 5 consignments 996 pigs
2 consignments (201 +175 pias)
{ram the 2ona
2210372001 1 40 570 | ©7/03/2001 | 4 congignhments
1 sending (80 pigs) from the
28N
{ 2350372001 1 a0 1265 | 12/02/2001 | 2 consignments, 1
consignmem(480 prgiets) fram
the zone :
24/0372001 1 10 420 | 07/03/2001 1 consgnment
(* 24 6w
cattlo) e

ﬁW

ban.

Conclusion :

It ks absolutoly claar that all the implamentatisns af then
neighbalring or athar eountrias affectad by FMD wera str
and international swandards te be considered 35 a coumry
no scientiflc or legz) ressons o p
Belgian animais of products i therefore

Brussals 28th of Appil 2001

T ) o s

it this status into doubt.

)easures to prevent the spread of FMD from
ict and suceasstul. Belglum meets all the EU
free from FMD without vaceination There are
Every maasure imposing an embarge on
not in accotdance with internatianal standards.

We therefare ask all countries which have impased a bafn an Belgian animals or products to life this |

vA-CTUdY

A R T

DrL. LENGELE
Chief Vatarinary Officer

TOTAL FP.1
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