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ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE SUBMITTED BY THE UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, RELATED TO THE EPIDEMIOLOGICAL
SITUATION OF NEWCASTLE DISEASE IN THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC FOR
BEING RECOGNIZED AS A FREE COUNTRY OF VELOGENIC STRAINS OF
NEWCASTLE DISEASE VIRUS

L VETERINARY INFRASTRUCTURE

a. Find enclosed the organizational chart of the Agri-food Health and Quality National
Service (SENASA).

b. Number of salaried veterinarians at the field level: Total number: 428; 76 are under
contract and the rest are permanent staff of SENASA
At the central level: 53 At the central laboratory: 38

c. /d. SENASA’s veterinarians as well as veterinarians of the Livestock Bureaus reporting

to the provincial government work at the provinces. Their distribution is detailed below:

TABLE 1.
PROVINCE SENASA’s Provincial
veterinarians Veterinarians

San Luis 2 30
San Juan 1 3
La Rioja 2 3
Mendoza 9 25
Tucumén 5 1
Catamarca 1 4
Stgo del Estero 7 5
Salta 11 10
Jujuy 5 2
Santa Cruz 5 11
Rio Negro 8 10
Chubut 18 2
Tierra del Fuego 3 9
Neuquén 5 18
La Pampa 12 16
Santa Fe 69 24
Cérdoba 28 9
Buenos Aires 123 115
Corrientes 28 9
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PROVINCE SENASA’s Provincial
veterinarians Veterinarians
Entre Rios 42 16
Misiones 13 20
Formosa 11 29
Chaco 20 46
Total 428 293

e. National and provincial veterinarians work together in most of the sanitary plans. This
interaction is supported by the Provincial Animal Health Committees (COPROSAS).
These Committees are composed of representatives of the provincial Livestock Bureaus,
farmers’ association’ representatives, Argentine Association of Veterinarians (FEVA),
Regional Universities, regional station of the National Institute of Agricultural
Technology (INTA) and SENASA. The responsibilities of these committees are: to
evaluate, propose, and adjust the implementation of National Animal Health Plans and
Programs and to support its performance in each province.

f. Private veterinarians are represented by the Argentine Association of Veterinarians
(FEVA). In general, sanitary plans and programs have their approval, the sanitary
legislation requires these professionals to fulfill the technical standards gathered in
those programs. In particular, in the case of poultry breeding, there are two associations
of veterinarians specialized in this issue: AMEVEA and GTA which gather
professionals of the two main poultry breeding areas of the country. These associations
are integrated to the National Poultry Health Committee. The sanitary plans and
programs have their consent.

I. Diagnostic Laboratory capabilities

a, b and c. There are 17 laboratories of avian pathologies throughout the country. This
number includes SENASA’s lab.

Only 5 laboratories belong to the Official Network of SENASA that is to say that they are
approved to perform the diagnosis of Newcastle disease with official validity. These 5
laboratories isolate Newcastle disease virus by inoculating embryonated chicken eggs, only
3 are authorized to carry out ICPI for virus typing. Furthermore, at SENASA’s Central
Laboratory all these techniques are carried out and it is also supported by the National
Institute of Agricultural Technology (INTA) for virus typing by PCR. Most of the other
laboratories, some are private and some belong to Universities, carry out viral isolation and
serology but their results have no official validity.




TABLE II
Laboratory DR DELAMER. Bs Aires 1 @
INTA. Entre Rios @3®
INTA. Balcarce. Bs Aires @)
- EVAL. LABORATORY. La Plata .Bs Aires SO ()]
Laboratory RASIC HNOS . Bs. Aires aQ @
INSTITUTO ROSENBUCH. Bs Aires MG @G
— Laboratory GRANJA TRES ARROYOS. Bs Aires DB 6
Laboratory DR MICHELUZZI. Bs Aires B @
Laboratory DR MANA. Entre Rios %
School of Veterinary Science
NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF LA PLATA 2 @
Laboratory SAN SEBASTIAN. Bs Aires 1O @
CENTRO VETERINARIO DE SERVICIOS. Bs Aires. OHBGGG
_ NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF LUJAN
School of Veterinary Science (2)
UNIVERSITY OF BUENOS AIRES
? School of Veterinary Science 2 @
Laboratory DR FERNANDEZ LAGO. Entre Rios a1 @
Laboratory LAS CAMELIAS. Entre Rios M
SENASA’s Central Laboratory D@06

(1) Private laboratories

(2) Laboratories of National Agencies

(3) Laboratories of the Official network which results have official validity
(4) Laboratories that carry out Newcastle disease virus isolation

(5) Authorized laboratories to conduct Newcastle disease virus typing

d. The results of the samples processed in the last three years are shown in the following
table.



TABLE III

Year or period Processed Origin of the Reason Results
samples sample
Jan./96 to Sept./96 9 |BsAires Suspect L. strain
Sept/96 to Sept./97 1580 |[Entre Rios Surveillance | Negative
D
Jul./97 to Sept./97 283 | Exhibitions Surveillance |Negative
03]
Aug./97 1 |Bs. Aires Suspect Negative
Sept/97 to Dec. 11,175 | Entre Rios Surveillance | Negative
31/97 )
Sept/97 to Dec 554 | Export /Import Surveillance | Negative
31/97 )
Jan/98 to Jun./98 1740 | Entre Rios Surveillance |1 Isolation.
¢y L.Strain. The
rest: negative
Jan/98 to Jun/98 264 | Different areas Surveillance |Negative
3
Total 55,606 Negative

L. strain: Lentogenic strain
(1) Control carried out in commercial broilers for being slaughtered for export

(2) Through-bred hens, turkeys, backyard hens, ducks, pigeons, ornamental birds coming
from different areas of the country
(3) Samples taken from wild birds (penguins, petrels, herons, cormorants, seagulls of the

Atlantic coast)

In a sampling carried out in wild ducks at the beginning of August 1998, paramixovirus not
belonging to group I'was isolated




IIT. Census Data

a. Total number of commercial broilers : 67,000,000 (67 million) broilers

Distribution

- Province of Buenos Aires 45%
- Province of Entre Rios 44%
- Province of Santa Fe 5%
- Province of Mendoza 1%
- Province of Cérdoba 1%
- Province of Neuquén 1%
- Rest of the country 2%

Total number of commercial laying hens: 20,000,000 (20 million hens) and 8,000,000
stocking hens

Distribution

- Province of Buenos Aires 45%
- Province of Entre Rios 25%
- Province of Cordoba 11%
- Province of Santa Fe 8%

- Rest of the country 11%

Total number of turkeys (industrial production): 125,500 turkeys

There are only two premises for turkey production throughout the country. One of them is
located in the province of Cdrdoba, Rio Cuarto city. The other one is in the province of
Entre Rios, nowadays it is not operating. So the total number above expressed belongs to
the first premise.
a. Breeding hens

Breeding hens for meat: Total: 4,800,000 hens. 600,000 of the total are for second

cycle.
Distribution
- Province of Buenos Aires 50%
- Province of Entre Rios 30%
- Province of Santa Fe 6%
- Province of Neuquén 2%
- Provinces of San Luis, Catamarca,
La Rioja and San Juan 10% (*)
- Rest of the country 2%

(*) The provinces indicated under 10% have been selected for settling parent and
grandparent breeding farms, due to their desert characteristics, few population, low or none
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poultry activities which produce good natural biosecurity conditions.
There are no breeding turkeys in the country. The activity is only limited to fattening and
slaughtering as from day- old turkeys imported from Chile

Laying breeding hens: Total: 195,000 hens

Distribution
- Province of Buenos Aires 55%
- Province of Entre Rios 45%

Breeding grandmothers: in the country, there are four grandmother breeding farms. Only
one of them has laying grandmothers (high laying rate) with 4,460 hens. It is located in
Buenos Aires province. The other three companies sum 111,900 hens for meat. One is
located in the province of San Luis and the others are in the province of Buenos Aires.

a. Hatching eggs and day-old chicks come from: USA, France, Germany, Holland,
England, Israel, Chile and Brazil
b. For Newcastle disease unvaccinated commercial flocks:
1 to 4: all commercial farms vaccinate against Newcastle disease, except one farm
producing turkeys which do not vaccinate. It is located in Rio Cuarto, Cordoba
province

5. Sixty cloacal samples are taken for viral isolation from each house. For serological

control, thirty samples are taken per house.

W

For Newcastle disease vaccinated commercial flocks

Total number of vaccinated commercial flocks: 26,750 farms (this number includes
very small farms with 100 laying hens, but its production is enough to be
commercialized)

The farms have an average of 2 (two) houses each one. There are some farms with 10
or 12 houses. This is not the most frequent way of working in Argentina.

A house with 10,000 to 12,000 birds is considered standard.

There are 3,500 commercial broilers farms, approximately, distributed according to the
percentages expressed in part III a.
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Related to commercial laying eggs sector, it is formed in the following way:

Kind Organized Partially organized Small farmers
Companies Companies

Number 144 216 23,000

Birds (millon) 14 4 2

Total percentage 70 % 20% 10 %

Average birds/ farm 90,000 18,000 100

Its distribution is related to the percentages expressed in part III a.

1. Familiar productions: many ranches devoted to livestock production have some birds
for its own consumption. These birds are neither moved nor commercialized. There are
no market for trading birds. During the last few years, poultry meat and eggs
consumption of industrial production have been increasing and familiar productions
have been slowly replaced . In ranches, the concept of reducing sanitary risks produced
by poultry which is not the central activity of the premises has been imposing .

Number of backyard flocks: There are 53,370 farms, approximately, that have birds
(hens, chickens, ducks and geese) in an average of 20 birds per farm.

Related to the total number of backyard flocks and its distribution, the following
information is available:




Province Ducks and geese Hens, chickens
Total country 21,974 1,067,471
Buenos Aires 5,253 107,384
Catamarca 453 9,578
Cérdoba 5,794 27,079
Corrientes - 23,191
Chaco - 27,610
Chubut 76 350
Entre Rios 2,198 42,279
Formosa - 104,483
Jujuy 254 626
La Pampa 316 2,415
La Rioja 94 546
Mendoza 671 4,192
Misiones - 189,396
Neuquen 528 400,756
Rio Negro 432 548
Salta 224 1,190
San Juan 437 420
San Luis 195 44
Santa Cruz 41 15
Santa Fé 329 8,136
Sgo del Estero 4,221 22,782
Tucuman 528 1,551

Tierra del Fuego
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III.  Survey and Surveillance

In the table shown in part Il d, controls carried out in birds for industrial production as
backyard hens and other wild birds are detailed. The latest controls carried out during this
month (not stated in this table) corresponds to: 180 cloacal samples of through-bred hens
(sampled at the rural exhibition, unvaccinated birds) and 54 carrier pigeons (coming from
18 different countries) that have entered into the country for sports contest and have been
sampled during quarantine. Of the 180 samples taken from hens, one has determined the
presence of a haemagglutinating virus which did not kill the embryo and it has been sent
to INTA for being typed by PCR technique (it is suspected of being a lentogenic strain).
The rest of the samples turned out to be negative. The following is a summary of the above
paragraphs and previous parts of this report:

Backyard and wild birds cloacal sampled in 1997 and until August 1998:

Year 1997.....oovviiiiiniiiiiiiiniiie, 837 samples
Year 1998.....cccoviniiiiiincieneee, 180 samples
Year 1998......oiiiceceeee 264 samples of wild birds

As from September, it is planned to conduct a sampling in the provinces of Mendoza, Salta,
Formosa and Tucumén. The first province will be Tucuman, although it is not a bordering
province, there is a market of live birds and it is estimated that it could be an area of major
risk.

V. Import restrictions

Since that in July 1997, Argentina has been declared Newcastle disease free, a
questionnaire related to the epidemiological situation of Newcastle disease has been sent to
those exporting countries or those which want to export to Argentina. After evaluating that
responses, some of those countries have been excluded of the list of countries approved for
export to Argentina. That is the case of Paraguay, Colombia and north of Brazil. Currently,
imports from Belgium and Venezuela are suspended due to the occurrence of Newcastle
disease.

For imports of day- old chicks and fertile eggs, a sanitary certificate issued by the official
sanitary authority in the country of origin is required. This certificate was subscribed within
the MERCOSUR (Common Market of the South) scope (Find enclosed a model of this
certificate). Nevertheless, those day-old chicks and fertile eggs are sampled at the
international airports and/or border points, for those coming from Brazil or Chile. Those
samples are randomly taken. A sample of 30 chicks (20 female and 10 male) are tested for
Mycoplasmosis (MG and MS), Salmonellosis (organ culture and yolk sac). At present, 3
weekly samples are taken, that is to say 90 samples per week. Immediately after each entry,
the SENASA'’s veterinarian who is in charge of the area of destination is notified of the




arrival. The importing company must report any sanitary problem that could be registered
in the first two weeks of life. It must be noted that, in our own criterion, there is no
justification to research Newcastle disease virus in day- old chicks thus it is not practiced.
For the authorization of poultry meat imports, it is taken into account whether the country
is listed as an authorized country. Then, according to its sanitary condition (if it is free of
Newecastle disease or if it declares free areas) any of the enclosed two models of certificates
are required.

Related to wild or ornamental birds, pigeons, or through bred hens, only importation of
Newcastle disease free countries is approved; even so, a cloacal sample is compulsory taken
at the arrival at the airport. Then, they are quarantined in places authorized by the Service
during 20 days.

In our opinion, we do not know if you share it, all imports mean a risk but some of them
deserve more attention as the case of fresh poultry meat and wild birds, pigeons, through-
bred hens and fighting cocks, etc.
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SENASA — CHAIRMANSHIP

v

¢ \7 \7 "
REGIONAL REGIONAL REGIONAL REGIONAL REGIONAL
BUREAU BUREAU BUREAU BUREAU BUREAU
N.O.A N.E.A. PAMPAS PATAGONIA NUEVO CUYO
N2 N2 N2 N2 N2
Provincial Provincial Provincial Provincial Provincial
Management Management Management Management Management
. Salta . Entre Rios . Santa Fe . Neuquén . Mendoza
. Jujuy . Corrientes . Buenos Aires . Rio Negro . San Juan
. Tucuman . Misiones . Cérdoba . Chubut . San Luis
. Catamarca . Chaco . Santa Cruz . La Rioja
. Sgo. del Estero . Formosa . T. del Fuego




EXHIBIT 1

ZOOSANITARY CERTIFICATE FOR EXPORT
DAY- OLD CHICKS AND FERTILE EGGS

Certificate No.
Date
Valid until (10 days)

L. ORIGIN

Name of the exporter or owner

Address of the exporter or owner

Name of the establishment of origin

Address of the establishment of origin

Place of shipment

Means of transport Identification

IL DESTINATION

Country of destination

Country of transit

Name of the importer

Address of the importer

Name of the establishment of destination
Place of entry into the country

0.  IDENTIFICATION

Day-old chick Fertile eggs

Specie Commercial mark/ breed

Generation Grandparents Parents

Lineage Consumption Laying
Number

Male line male

Female line male

Male line female

Female line male
Commercial consumption
Commercial laying

Total

Seal number

Commercial
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IV.  OBSERVATIONS

V. SANITARY INFORMATION
The undersigned official veterinarian certifies that:

1. The day- old chick or fertile eggs come from approved breeding
nucleus_ or hatching premises , regularly inspected by the Official Animal
Health Service. In the last 6 (six) months, they have not shown clinical
manifestations of Newcastle disease, Gumboro disease, avian infectious bronchitis,
avian infectious laryngotracheitis, avian encephalomyelitis, fowl cholera and other
transmissible diseases of compulsory notification.

2. During the permanent epidemiological surveillance, they have not been revealed the
presence of : inclusion body hepatitis, avian infectious anemia, salmonella enteritidis,
salmonella thypimurium and swolled head syndrome caused by pneumovirus

a. They come exclusively from nucleus free of:
b. Pullorum disease and fowl typhoid

Salmonella pullorum and Salmonella gallinarum
c. Avian mycoplasmosis

Mycoplasma gallisepticum and synoviae for hens
Mycoplasma gallisepticum, synoviae and meleagridis for turkeys
1.  They were vaccinated against Marek’s disease
Date Type of vaccine
Laboratory Serial number
2. In the date of shipment they were submitted to veterinary inspection not showing
clinical symptoms of the disease
3. They were packed in boxes with new and clean separators
4. The country is free of avian influenza and the area is free of Newcastle disease

Date Place

Name, recording number and sign of the accredited veterinarian
Name, recording number and sign of the official veterinarian

Official Stamp




Exhibit 2

SANITARY CERTIFICATE FOR IMPORT OF FRESH POULTRY MEAT AND
PRODUCTS OF ANIMAL ORIGIN DERIVED FROM SAID POULTRY TO THE
ARGENTINE REPUBLIC

MODEL A

SANITARY INFORMATION:

The undersigned official veterinarian certifies that:

1)

2)

3)

4)

3)
6)
7
8)

9

The country has been declared free before the OIE of avian influenza and Newcastle
disease and this condition has been recognized by SENASA

The birds, from which the product was obtained, have remained in the
12 §110) o /NSRRI S (7:370) | WO since birth or have been imported as day-
old chicks.

The birds, from which the product was obtained, come from an establishment and an
area (10 km radius) where in the last 6 (six months) prior to slaughter it has not been
recorded cases of:

Inclusion body hepatitis

Avian infectious bronchitis

avian infectious laryngotracheitis

Gumboro disease

swolled head syndrome

salmonellosis (salmonella enteritidis, salmonella thypimurium and salmonella thypi)
The birds, from which the product was obtained, have not been vaccinated against
Newcastle disease with vaccines manufactured with a master strain which ICPI value is
above than the lentogenic strains of the virus

The birds, from which the product was obtained, have not been slaughtered as a result
of an eradication program for an infectious, contagious or parasitic disease.

At the ante-mortem inspection, the birds have not shown clinical signs of any disease.
The premise in which they were slaughtered is approved and officially controlled. The
area in which is located is not restricted by quarantine reasons related to the presence of
poultry diseases until the date of slaughtering.

The products are fit for human consumption and in the certifying country are free for
trading.

The vehicles, means of transport as well as loading conditions comply with the hygiene
and health regulations in force for these products in the exporting country

10) The product has not been submitted to the effect of ionizing rays
11) The birds, from which the product was obtained, have not received substances with

oestrogenic hormone- like effect or thyrostatics or anabolic-like effects and/or growth
promoters action banned by the Codex Alimentarius. The Official Veterinary Service of




the exporting country has implemented a Residue Control Program for meat recognized
by the Argentine SENASA and equivalent to that existing in the country. The product
has been submitted to tests within the scope of the program which results were: that
they did not contain residues of chemical substances, veterinary medicines or
environmental contaminants, in values exceeding the parameters accepted by the
Argentine SENASA.

12) The bacteriological test of the product did not give results incompatible with levels and
germ species accepted by standards and parameters accepted by the Argentine SENASA

Date.ieieriieee et Validuntil.....oooveveeeviiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeees

Signature and Stamp of the official veterinarian




Exhibit

SANITARY CERTIFICATE FOR IMPORT OF FRESH POULTRY MEAT AND
PRODUCTS OF ANIMAL ORIGIN DERIVED FROM SAID POULTRY TO THE

ARGENTINE REPUBLIC

MODEL B

SANITARY INFORMATION:

The undersigned official veterinarian certifies that:

1y

2)

3)

4)

1

2)

3)

4)

The country has been declared free before the OIE of avian influenza and this condition
has been recognized by the Argentine SENASA

The state or region, from which the birds come from and the product has been obtained,
has been declared free before the OIE of Newcastle disease produced by velogenic
strains of the virus and this condition has been recognized by the Argentine SENASA.
The birds have remained in the territory since birth or have been imported as day- old
chicks.

The birds have not been vaccinated against Newcastle disease with vaccines
manufactured with a master strain which ICPI value is above than the lentogenic strains
of the virus

The birds, from which the product was obtained, come from an establishment and an
area (10 km radius) where in the last 6 (six months) prior to slaughter it has not been
recorded cases of:

Inclusion body hepatitis

Avian infectious bronchitis

avian infectious laryngotracheitis

Gumboro disease

swollen head syndrome

salmonellosis (salmonella enteritidis, salmonella thypimurium and salmonella thypi)
The flock from which the birds come from and the product has been obtained, has not
been in contact with other birds with Newcastle disease or other avian diseases during
its transfer to the slaughterhouse.

The flock (*) from which the birds come from and the product has been obtained, has
been submitted to a test for Newcastle disease virus isolation, 24 hours prior to
slaughter. The test has been carried out at an official laboratory or officially recognized
by the Official Veterinary Authority by means of cloacal sample (minimum 60 birds per
flock) turning to be negative to the presence of Newcastle disease virus with an ICPI
value above 0.4 -

The birds, from which the product was obtained, have not been slaughtered as a resuit
of an eradication program for an infectious, contagious or parasitic disease.

At the ante-mortem inspection, the birds, from which the product was obtained, have
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5)

6)
7

8)
9

not shown clinical signs of any disease.

The premise in which they were slaughtered is approved and officially controlled. The
area in which is located is not restricted by quarantine reasons related to the presence of
poultry diseases until the date of slaughtering.

The products are fit for human consumption and in the certifying country are free for
trading.

The vehicles, means of transport as well as loading conditions comply with the hygiene
and health regulations in force for these products in the exporting country

The product has not been submitted to the effect of ionizing rays

The birds, from which the product was obtained, have not received substances with
oestrogenic hormone- like effect or thyrostatics or anabolic-like effects and/or growth
promoters action banned by the Codex Alimentarius. The Official Veterinary Service of
the exporting country has implemented a Residue Control Program for meat recognized
by the Argentine SENASA and equivalent to that existing in the country. The product
has been submitted to tests within the scope of the program which results were: that
they did not contain residues of chemical substances, veterinary medicines or
environmental contaminants, in values exceeding the parameters accepted by the
Argentine SENASA.

10) The bacteriological test of the product did not give results incompatible with levels and

germ species accepted by standards and parameters accepted by the Argentine SENASA

DAt e en e e Valid until....ccoooeevrerveiiiiiiiiiiieereveeeveeeeneenes

Signature and Stamp of the official veterinarian

(*) Birds of the same age coming from the same raising farm, raised under the same
management and sanitary plan and under the responsibility of the same person




