GENERAL DEPARTMENT OF LIVESTOCK SERVICES

DIVISION OF ANIMAL HEALTH

DIVISION OF ANIMAL INDUSTRY

SERVICE ORDER OSG N° 03050701

Date:  5th July 2001

Sanitary conditions for livestock (cattle and sheep) slaughtered at plants approved for the European Union

The General Department of Livestock Services of the Ministry of Livestock, Agriculture and Fisheries, establishes that the animals  slaughtered for the EU must comply with the requirements set forth in Directive 93/402/EEC and 96/93/EC, which are filed in every local and zone office of the Livestock Services of the MGAP.  The slaughter has to be previously authorised by the offices of the Zone and Local Livestock Services.

I. To those effects, it is hereby established that the inspections of animals performed at the farms of origin before they are shipped for the slaughter plant, shall be carried out by private veterinarians properly accredited by the Livestock Services.

These private veterinarians shall certify:

a) That the animals are healthy and that they have stayed at the farm for a period of at least forty days before shipment to the slaughter plant.

b) That the animals are perfectly identified with the iron brand of the farm of origin and that it the same as the one described in the Document of Property and Transit.

c) The series and number of the Document of Property and Transit that accompanies the animals.

d) The category and number of animals inspected and their destination.

e) That the certifying veterinarian knows the provisions established in Directives 93/402/EEC and 96/93/EC.

f) Date

g) Signature and number of registry of the acting veterinarian.

II. The interested parties shall produce the following documents at the offices of the Zone or local Livestock Services, when they request authorisation to move animals to be slaughtered for the EU:

a) The Document of Property and Transit with all the information required, in the case of sales on consignation, photocopy or copy of the Document of Property and Transit.

b) Certification issued by the private accredited veterinarian, according to number I.

c) Certification of washing and disinfection of the vehicle used.

III. With this documentation, the official veterinarian shall:

a) Issue the Official Certification that accompanies  the Document of Property and Transit of the animals, where it shall be detailed:

· Place and date of issuance.

· Commercial name, DICOSE number, series and number of the Document of Property and Transit.

· That the animals have been born and raised in Uruguay or have stayed within the territory for at least three months before the date of certification

· That they have stayed during that time in an area where vaccination programmes against FMD are applied regularly, under official supervision.

· The animals come from farms not under official restrictions due to animal health problems and where no cases of FMD have been reported in the 60 days previous to their departure and around those farms, within a radius of 25 km, no case of FMD has been reported in the last 30 days.

· That they have been transported directly to the approved abattoir mentioned, without going though a market (auction, fair, animal show or liquidation), and without having been in contact with animals that do not meet the conditions required by the EU.

· That the vehicle used for the transportation has been washed and disinfected before loading the animals.

· That the certificate of the private veterinarian Dr....., registered in this office with the N°...., that is filed in this office, certifies:

1. That the animals are healthy and have stayed in the farm for at least forty days before shipment,

2. That the animals are perfectly identified with the iron brand of the farm.

3. Series and number of the Document of Property and Transit with accompanies the animals.

4. Category and number of animals inspected and destination.

5. That he/she declares to know the requirements of Directives 93/402/EEC and 96/93/EC.

b) He/she shall file, together with the duplicate of the certificate issued by the office, the certificate issued by the private veterinarian.

c) He/she shall demand the presentation of the document accrediting that the vehicle has been cleaned and disinfected.  He/she shall sign, seal it, and write the number of the Document of Property and Transit accompanying the herd.

d) In case the certification is for sheep, all the items mentioned must comply with the following variation:

· The animals come from farms not subject to official restrictions due to animal health problems and no cases of FMD have been reported during the 120 days before the animals are shipped ,and around those farms, within a radius of 50 km, no cases of FMD have been reported in the previous 60 days.

IV. During the ante-mortem inspection, the officials from the Division of Animal Industry working in the slaughter plant shall verify that the iron brands that appear in the animals coincide with those that appear in the Document of Property and Transit.

