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INTRODUCTION

A programme for the eradication of Swine Vesicular Disease (SVD) started in Italy on
January 1995, supported by the European Community.

The information given here have been provided by Italian competent authorities.

MEASURES APPLIED TO ERADICATE SVD

The programme provided for the following eradication/prevention measures:

stamping out of pig herds where clinical disease was confirmed;

serological monitoring in all breeding herds, where randomized Bloqd sampling was
carried out onto a number of pigs that assured the detection of a prevalence of 5% with
a confidence of 95%;

standstill of the herds where seropositive pigs were found, with the exception of pigs
sent to slaughterhouses under special official control;

virus testing on fecal samples collected in the pig holdings where seropositive pigs
had been found (antibody positive but virus negative pigs were slaughtered under
special official control- meat of these pigs could only be traded locally);

accreditation of the hdldings where no seropositive pigs had been found after two
samplings; in accreditated holdings surveillance activities were progressively reduced,
provided that only pigs from holdings with the same status were introduced;

the finding of: i) SVD virus in fecal samples and ii) seropositive pigs in holdings
where a direct contact with clinical outbreaks of discasc was established were
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considered as outbreaks and all the pigs in the holdings concerned were slaughtered
and destroyed;

e compensation for pigframers for pigs slaughtered and destroyed.

RESULTS OF THE PROGRAMME - 1995

Serum Pigs Holdings Holdings Fecal Fecal
samples positive examined | . with serot+ samples samples
examined pigs examined virus+e
319,404 1,214 19,542 271 475 1

Outbreaks of SVD occurred in the north, in the centre and in the south of Italy

RESULTS OF THE PROGRAMME - 1996

Since 1996 the programme was also carried out in collection centers and in fattening pig
holdings, including sampling of pigs at slaughter and automatically accreditation if pigs
were introduced only from accreditated breeding pig holdings.

Serum Pigs Holdings Holdings Fecal Fecal

samples positive examined with sero+ samples samples
~examined pigs examined virus+e

111,718 - 970 20,559 267 335 3

SVD outbreaks occurred:

- in the Province of Chieti, Abruzzi Region, center of Italy;

- in the Province of Isernia, Molise Region, center of Italy;

- in the Province of Salerno, Campania Region, south of Italy;
- in the Province of Crotone, Calabria Regioﬁ, south of Italy;

' - in the Province of Agrigento, Sicily Region, south of Italy.
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RESULTS OF THE PROGRAMME - 1997 ( January - September)
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Serum Pigs Holdings Holdings Fecal Fecal
samples positive examined | with sero+ samples samples
examined pigs examined virus+e
14,592 354 5,116 53 157 7

SVD outbreaks occwrred:
- in the Province of Arezzo, Tuscany Region, center of Italy;

- in the Province of Perugia, Umbria Region, center of [taly;

- in the Province of Salerno, Campania Region, south of Italy;

- in the Province of Matera, Basilicata Region, south of Italy;

- in the Provinces of Messina and Palermo, Sicily Region, south of Italy.

CONCLUSIONS

The eradication programme carried out in Italy in 1995-1997 has allowed to detect a
number of holdings where seropositive pigs and SVD virus were detected in the absence
of any sign of clinical disease. ‘ -

In 1997 (January - September) the number of holdings with seropositive pigs has
considerably decreased. The last outbreak of SVD in Italy has been reported on 24 July
1997. No outbreaks of SVD have been reported in the north of Italy for more than two

years.

These findings suggest that the Plan is leading to the expected results.
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SWINE VESICULAR DISEASE
. INGREECE

The pig population in Greece is about 880,000 head (total EU: 118,000,000). The trade of
pigs and pork to Greece and from Greece is not particularly relevant.

Swine vescicular disease has never been reported from Greece to the Commission since
the system of notification of animal disease has been established in the European
Community (1983). Active surveillance was carried out in 1994, with negative results. In
the following years, no active surveillance was required by the Commission to Greece.
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