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Dr. John R. Clifford
Deputy Administrator

USDA/APHIS, Veterinary Services, NCIE

4700 River Road

Riverdale, MD 20737                       

USA

Attn.to :  primary contact for the project : Dr. Kelly Rhodes, USDA, APHIS,VS, Riverdale
               Dr. Karen Sliter, Veterinary Attaché, USDA,APHIS,IS, US Embassy, Vienna

Prague :Monday, 12 May 2005 

Re: Request for the Czech Republic to be considered free of SVD – supporting material.
       Rulemaking exercise to implement Article 6 of the EC/US Veterinary Agreement.

Dear Dr. Clifford,

Based on our letter ZAH1036/usda/04 of October 6, 2004 and the relevant enclosures concerning the CSF status of the Czech Republic in support of CSF site visits in the new European Union (EU) Member States and based on your responding letter of  January 24,2005 (no reference number) where you inform us that your e-mail security system excludes zip files i.e. it excludes the capacious supporting material enclosed to the above letter sent to the primary contact person at that time i.e. to Dr. Chip Wells, APHIS, VS, NCIE, Unit 38.
Based as well on the fact that in the same replying above letter you inform us that the United States does not consider the CR to be free of SVD and we are required to provide, in addition to the information on CSF status, a written request for the Czech Republic to be considered free of SVD and in addition to the already forwarded information on five topics listed in Enclosure II to provide as well answers on the 11-factor questionnaire as listed in Enclosure I.

As the supporting documents are too capacious and the zip formats are excluded as an information because of your security reasons, enclosed on a CD-R disc format please find :

1 – Material in support of the request to consider the CR to be free of swine vesicular disease (SVD) :

SVD tests are carried out in domestic pigs only based on the methodology which is being approved annually by the Ministry of Agriculture. SVD has never been diagnosed in the Czech Republic, see the enclosed tables in Excel format.
Scope of testing given by the SVD methodology :

Years 2000-2002  serolog. testing (SNT):
a) 25 % slaughtered breeding boars (incl. emergency slaughters) from each shipment of individual farm sent to a slaughterhouse. Carried out together with a brucellosis test.

b) 3 % slaughtered breeding sows (incl. emergency slaughters) from each shipment of individual farm sent to a slaughterhouse. Carried out together with a brucellosis test.
c) tracing-back to individual farms if  singleton reactors found
Years 2003-2005, serolog. testing (ELISA or SNT).
a) all slaughtered boars, carried out together with a brucellosis test.
b) 3 % slaughtered breeding sows from each shipment of individual farm sent to a slaughterhouse carried out together with a brucellosis test.
c) tracing-back to individual farms if singleton reactors found 
Note - numbers of SVD tests carried out during the years 2000-2004 in individual districts of the CR – see the enclosed tables SVD 2000- SVD 2004 ( Microsoft Excel format ) –total numbers of tests, district numbers,  no antibodies , no positive viral finding .
2 -  Material in support of  the CSF status evaluation in the CR – request for the on-site visit has already been forwarded in our letter ZAH1036/usda/04 of Oct. 6, 2004. As the supporting documents (structure of the SVA CR, staff, regions ,laboratory diagnostics, geographic areas, situation prior to and after the EU admission… etc.) have been forwarded electronically in a zipped form and could not be open by your side because of safety reasons, we again provide these documents on the enclosed CD-R disc for your kind evaluation. In addition to the five topics (Enclosure II) described therein, the 11-factor questionnaire (Enclosure I) is because of its broad questions content in the stage of preparation and will be provided to you either closely prior to the on-site visit or at the beginning of the visit.
In case of any additional query please do not hesitate to contact our Administration, contact person Dr. T. Kruta, phone . +420 227 010 147, fax :+420 227 010 195, e-mail : j.kruta@svscr.cz
Sincerely,
MVDr Milan Malena

Director General (CVO)

Enclosure : CD-R disc with the above described documents
                   forwarded via the US Embassy, Dr.Karen Sliter, Vet.Attaché, USDA,APHIS,IS

