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The Parliament has enacted the following Act of the Czech Republic:

PART  I

VETERINARY  CARE

TITLE  I

BASIC  PROVISIONS

§ 1

Object of regulation


This Act lays down, in compliance with the legislation of the European Communities, the veterinary care requirements (hereinafter referred to as “veterinary requirements“) for keeping animals, animal health and animal products. The Act shall regulate rights and obligations of natural and legal persons, the system, scope of authority and powers of the bodies performing state administration in the field of veterinary care, as well as certain professional veterinary activities and pursuit thereof.

§ 2

Veterinary care

Within the scope of this Act, veterinary care shall include

a)
care of animal health and its protection, particularly prevention and eradication of any outbreak and spread of contagious diseases and other animal diseases and protection of human health from diseases communicable from animals to man;

b)
care of health safety of animal products and feedingstuffs and protection of human health from any impairment or risk caused by animal products;

c)
protection of territory of the Czech Republic from any intrusion of animal contagious diseases and diseases communicable from animals to man, as well as from any import of animal products and feedingstuffs that are not safe to human and/or animal health;

d)
protection of environment from unfavourable effects connected with keeping animals and production and processing of animal products as well as protection of animals and their production from any risk resulting from polluted environment;

e)
veterinary sanitation;

f)
supervision of performance of the obligations and compliance with the requirements laid down in this Act and in specific legal rules1) in order to ensure that the above mentioned tasks are performed (the state veterinary supervision).

§ 3

Definitions

(1)
For the purposes of this Act:

a)
“keeper“ means any person who owns or keeps an animal or animals or who is charged with taking care of them, either for a consideration or without charge, even on a temporary basis;

b)
“holding“ means any construction, establishment or place in which a farm animal or farm animals is/are held or kept, including an open-air farm. If more than one herd or more than one group of farm animals that can be infected by the same contagious disease or disease communicable from animals to man (hereinafter referred to as “susceptible animals”) is held or kept on a holding, each of these herds or groups shall form a distinct epidemiological unit and shall have the same health status;

c)
“farm animals“ means animals exploited primarily for breeding, fattening, work and other farm purposes, particularly bovine, ovine and caprine animals, pigs, horses, asses and crossbreeds thereof, fowl, Ratitae, rabbits, fur animals, farmed game, fish and bees; 

d)
“animals for slaughter“ means farm animals intended for slaughter and carcass processing, whose meat is intended for human consumption;

e)
“animal gathering“ means concentration of animals of various keepers in the specified place and for the specific purpose, particularly an animal market, exhibition or show, performance testing and keepers’ contests;

f)
“assembly centre” means a holding, market or other place, at which animals originating from different holdings, particularly bovine, ovine or caprine animals or pigs, are grouped together to form consignments of animals intended for dispatch;

g)
“animals suspected of being infected“ means animals showing clinical symptoms suggesting the suspicion of certain animal contagious disease, and/or animals that should be suspected of being infected by certain animal contagious disease on the basis of results of examination;

h)
“animals suspected of being contaminated“ means animals showing no clinical symptoms suggesting the suspicion of certain animal contagious disease but their contact, direct or indirect, with the source of the disease can be supposed;

i)
“quarantine“ means temporary, operationally and locally separated housing of animals suspected of being infected or animals suspected of being contaminated (hereinafter referred to as “suspect animals“), during which preventive, diagnostic and/or therapeutic actions shall be carried out in order to prevent the intrusion or spread of animal contagious diseases;

j)
“isolation“ means temporary separation of animals before entering the herd or before moving from the holding, during which preventive and diagnostic actions shall be carried out and the state of health of animals shall be monitored;

k)
“disease outbreak” means the holding or other place where animals are assembled and where one or more cases of a contagious disease has or have been detected;

l)
“epidemiological situation“ means presence of a contagious disease on certain territory or certain holding;

m)
“epidemiological reasons“ means presence and risk of spread of a contagious disease;

n)
“animal products“ means raw materials of animal origin, namely all animal body parts, particularly meat, offal, fats, hides and skins, bones, blood, endocrine glands, horns, antlers, hoofs, wool, hair and feathers, also milk, eggs, honey and beeswax, as well as products made of such raw materials, intended for human consumption and/or feeding animals;

o)
“health safe animal products“ means animal products meeting the requirements for health safety laid down in this Act and in specific legal rules3);

p)
“feedingstuffs“ means products of vegetable or animal origin, fresh or preserved, and products derived from the industrial processing thereof, and organic or inorganic substances, whether or not containing additives, intended to be used singly or in mixtures for animal feeding;

r)
“health safe feedingstuffs“ means feedingstuffs meeting the requirements for health safety laid down in this Act and in specific legal rules4);

s)
“additives“ means substances used in animal nutrition in order to improve characteristics of feedingstuffs or animal products, satisfy demands for animal nutrition, improve livestock production, particularly by affecting digestibility of feedingstuffs, supplement animal need for nutrients or satisfy specific needs for animal nutrition in certain periods and reduce harmful effects caused by animal excrements or affecting environment of animals;

t)
“veterinary preparations“ means mass-produced preparations that are intended to be used directly in animals or which come into contact with animals, have no features of medicinal preparations5), are not subject to registration under specific legal rules5) and are not feedingstuffs; in particular preparations for diagnostics, disinfection or disinsectization, deodorants, dietetic, vitamin, mineral and cosmetic preparations;

u)
“veterinary technical devices“ means facilities, devices, tools, materials or other objects or products, including accessories, used singly or in combination with the necessary software, that are intended to be used in animals for the purpose of prevention, examination, diagnosis, monitoring, therapy or alleviation of a disease, injury or health affection, substitution or modification of anatomical structure or physiological process, or pregnancy control, and that do not achieve their main intended function in the animal organism or on its surface through pharmacological or immunological effects or metabolism interference but their function can be supported by such effects;

v)
“withdrawal period“ means a time period from the end of a medicinal preparation administration, during which the health safety of animal products may be unfavourably affected by the preparation;

x)
“emergency slaughter“ means slaughter of a sick, suspected of being sick or injured animal for slaughter at a slaughterhouse, or out of a slaughterhouse if justified by condition of the animal, under conditions set down by a veterinarian;

y)
“killing“ means killing of an animal without exsanguination, in a manner not contrary to the rules on protection of animals against cruelty6);

z)
“veterinary goods“ means animals, animal products, feedingstuffs and objects that can act as causative agent carriers;

aa)
“objects that can act as causative agent carriers“ means live causative agents responsible for animal contagious diseases for research or other purposes and objects used for treatment and transport of animals, animal products and feedingstuffs, particularly water, feedingstuff, litter, means of transport, wrappings/packagings, tools, implements and work aids, and anything else that can act as causative agent carrier for another reason;

bb)
“confiscates (waste) of animal origin“ means carcasses of died, aborted, stillborn or killed animals (hereinafter referred to as “cadavers“) and animal products that are unfit for consumption or excluded from the use for usual purpose pursuant to this Act and related implementing legal rules or pursuant to decision of the veterinary administration authority and that are intended for safe disposal or further processing;

cc)
“high-risk confiscates of animal origin“ means confiscates of animal origin suspected of presenting serious health risks to animals or man;

dd)
“specified risk material” means high-risk confiscates of animal origin which present a risk as regards transmission of a transmissible spongiform encephalopathy;

ee)
“low-risk confiscates of animal origin“ means confiscates of animal origin which do not present serious risks of spreading contagious diseases and diseases communicable from animals to man;

ff)
”placing on the market“ means holding, storing, transporting, presenting, displaying and offering for sale, selling or any other form of offering and providing for consumption;

gg)
“means of transport“ means the freight-carrying parts of motor vehicles, rail vehicles, aircraft or ships or containers for transport by land, rail, air or water;

hh)
“consignment“ means a quantity of animals of the same species or a quantity of animal products of the same type, covered by the same veterinary certificate or other accompanying veterinary or commercial document, conveyed by the same means of transport;

ii)
“approval“ means the grant of a consent, on the basis of compliance with the conditions laid down in this Act, to the pursuit of certain activities;

jj)
“registration“ means an entry into the list;

kk)
“official veterinarian” means a veterinarian of the veterinary administration authority;

ll)
“private veterinarian” means a veterinarian who pursues veterinary therapeutic and preventive activities on entrepreneurial basis;

mm) “approved veterinarian” means a private veterinarian approved by the regional veterinary administration for surveillance network and for performance of certain activities laid down by this Act.

(2)
Where in this Act animals are mentioned, it means – according to the nature of the matter and circumstances – also semen, ova, embryos, hatching eggs, fertilised spawn and bees’ brood.

(3)
Where in this Act wild game meat is mentioned, it means – for the purposes of this Act – wild game carcasses or all parts of wild game carcasses which are fit for human consumption7).

(4)
Where in the legislation of the European Communities a part of a state territory is called a region, it means – for the purposes of this Act – the region7a). 

(5)
The Act on waste shall not apply to handling confiscates (waste) of animal origin.

title  II

animal  health  and  its  protection

Section 1

Obligations of keepers

§ 4

(1)
The keeper shall be obliged 

a)
to keep animals in such way, environment and conditions that are required by their biological needs, physiological functions and state of health and to prevent any impairment of their health;

b)
to monitor the state of health of animals and give them first aid in time and ask for professional veterinary aid in justified cases;

c)
to prevent any outbreak and spread of contagious diseases and other diseases of animals and to perform the obligations laid down in this Act or on the basis of this Act for eradication of such contagious diseases or other diseases of animals;

d)
to give necessary co-operation and assistance in order to enable proper performance of the ordered examination of an animal, sampling, preventive vaccination or another professional veterinary action, e.g. fixation of an animal, demonstration of a pet animal;

e)
to administer the medicinal preparations, dispensation of which subjects to a veterinarian’s prescription, to animals only with the veterinarian’s consent and in accordance with his instructions;

f)
to ensure that dogs and certain other animals kept in captivity, particularly foxes, badgers and martens, are vaccinated against rabies at the age of no more than six months and then in regular annual intervals, to retain a document on the vaccination for a period of at least one year and to submit the document to the authorities performing the state veterinary supervision at their request;

g)
to ensure that any animal, which injured a man or came into direct contact with a man in a way or under circumstances that may suggest a suspicion of rabies infection, is subjected to veterinary examination without delay and at the extent necessary to rule out the suspicion of rabies infection. 

(2)
For insemination, embryo transfer and natural mating only those animals may be used that, by results of examination, meet the conditions laid down in this Act and specific legal rules8).

(3)
The keeper intending to use animals for experiments9) shall be obliged to apply to the regional veterinary administration or the Municipal Veterinary Administration in Prague (hereinafter referred to as the “regional veterinary administration“) for specification of veterinary care conditions (hereinafter referred to as “veterinary conditions“) for performance of the experiments.

§ 5

(1)
Furthermore, the farm animals’ keeper shall be obliged 

a)
to ensure that examinations, health tests and compulsory preventive and diagnostic actions within the veterinary supervision of health, heredity of health and reproduction hygiene are carried out, to submit the results of such examinations, tests and actions to the regional veterinary administration in time limits determined by it, to retain the results for a period of at least one year and to submit them to the authorities performing the state veterinary supervision at their request. If laboratory examination of samples is necessary to be also carried out, it must be carried out in the laboratory referred to in § 52 (4);

b)
to ensure – in extent appropriate for the animal species involved, the way of their keeping and housing – that cleaning, disinfection, disinsectization and deratization in stables, other premises and facilities in which animals are kept, as well as cleaning and disinfection of technological equipment, means of transport, machines, instruments, tools, work aids and other objects coming into direct contact with animals are carried out; to use preparations authorized in accordance with this Act or specific legal rules9a) for these purposes, to observe instructions for their use and to handle confiscates of animal origin in the way laid down in this Act;

c)
in the event of risk of introduction of a contagious disease or a disease communicable from animals to man, to establish or to place means used for the protection against contagious diseases and diseases communicable from animals to man and to ensure their proper function;

d)
to use water for watering animals that does not threaten the state of health of animals and health safety of their products, and to use only health safe feedingstuffs for feeding animals;

e)
to administer to animals only medicinal preparations in accordance with the rules for their use within veterinary care5), veterinary preparations authorized in accordance with this Act, additives in accordance with specific legal rules4), and to meet the conditions for administering of certain substances and preparations to animals whose products are intended for human consumption (§ 19); to give necessary co-operation to authorities performing sampling and investigation in connection with implementation of a plan for monitoring of certain substances and their residues in animals, animal products, feedingstuffs and feed water (hereinafter referred to as the “plan for monitoring of certain substances and their residues”) and to observe measures taken on the basis of such investigation;

f)
to carry out the obligations laid down in specific legal rules8) concerning identification and registration of farm animals and farmed game, to forward records laid down in such legal rules to the person charged with keeping the central register, to submit them to the authorities performing the state veterinary supervision at their request and to enable also a  private veterinarian issuing the attestation on state of health of the animal and on epidemiological situation in the place of origin (hereinafter referred to as the “health attestation”) to access the records;

g)
if he keeps farmed game, to notify the regional veterinary administration at least 7 days in advance of the commencement and termination of his keeping activity in relation to the farm game keeping.

(2)
Furthermore, the keeper who as an entrepreneur10) keeps farm animals for the business purposes shall be obliged 

a)
to notify the regional veterinary administration at least 7 days in advance of the commencement and termination of his business activity;

b)
to place on the market only animals to which no unauthorized or prohibited4) substances or preparations (§ 19) have been administered, to keep records concerning the medicinal preparations and substances likely to affect animal products unfavourably, which have been administered to animals and the date of administration, to submit these records to the veterinarian without delay so that he can record the administration of medicinal preparations to animals or vaccination of animals there, to retain these records for a period of at least five years and to observe withdrawal periods;

c)
to ensure that only persons competent for such activities according to specific legal rules11), who have basic knowledge of taking care of animals and of requirements for hygiene when obtaining animal products, carry out operations connected with treatment of animals and obtaining of their products.

(3)
The implementing legal rule shall lay down concrete veterinary requirements for the environment in which animals are kept, for their treatment and for protection against contagious diseases and diseases communicable from animals to man.

Section 2

Movement and national transport of animals

§ 6

(1)
Save as otherwise provided, the keeper an animal is to be moved from shall be obliged to apply for

a)
the veterinary certificate comprising the health attestation issued by a private veterinarian, if the animal to be moved outside the territory of the region7a), 12) concerned is:

1.
a farm animal to be moved to another holding,

2.
a wild animal caught and intended for further breeding,

3.
fish to stock the fishing hunts included in a protection zone of the salmon farm,

4.
an experimental animal13),

5.
an animal to participate in animal gathering,

6.
an animal of zoological garden;

b)
the health attestation for movement of an animal to the slaughterhouse. If any additives or medicinal preparations likely to affect animal products unfavourably have been administered to the animal, the health attestation must contain also the information on the additives or medicinal preparations administered to the animal and that the withdrawal periods have elapsed.

(2)
As far as the movement of bees, sperm, ova and embryos is concerned, the veterinary certificate does not comprise the health attestation.

(3)
In the case of movement of horses, the veterinary certificate or health attestation may be replaced by the horse passport13a) provided that the passport contains information on the time period for which it may be used instead of the health attestation or veterinary certificate on the basis of the last information on epidemiological situation in the place of origin and, if appropriate, in the district.

(4)
In the case referred to in paragraph 1 (b) the health attestation shall be issued by the veterinarian approved for this activity. In the case of emergency slaughter, the health attestation shall be issued by the attending veterinarian who reccommended the emergency slaughter (who decided on the emergency slaughter). The one who issued the veterinary certificate or health attestation, shall be obliged to retain its copy for the period of three years.

(5)
Veterinary certificates shall not be required for the movement of

a)
poultry, piglets less than three months of age, lambs and kids less than three months of age, rabbits and fish with the exception referred to in paragraph 1 (a) (3) provided that they are not moved to the keeper who as an entrepreneur10) keeps them for business purposes or uses them as experimental animals13);

b)
dogs and cats provided that they are accompanied by the vaccination card containing a record that the animal has been vaccinated against rabies during the period from 30 days to one year before the movement;

c)
crustaceans, molluscs, frogs, birds, reptiles, small mammals and arthropods except bees provided that they are not moved to the keeper who as an entrepreneur10) keeps them for business purposes or uses them as experimental animals13);

d)
pigs intended for private slaughter.

(6)
The regional veterinary administration of the place of origin shall notify the regional veterinary administration into the territory of which an animal is to be moved of the movement of an animal referred to in paragraph 1 (a) (1), (2), (3) and (6). If the latter regional veterinary administration asks for, the keeper into whose holding the animal has been moved shall submit the veterinary certificate.

(7)
In the case of movement of an animal to the herd in which the epidemiological situation is better than in the herd of origin, the keeper shall place, in accordance with the instructions of the regional veterinary administration, the animal moved to isolation before entering the herd; this provision shall not apply to bees. Duration of isolation is to be determined by the regional veterinary administration, which may also obligate the keeper to place to isolation the animal that has taken part in animal gathering before re-entering the herd.

(8)
The State Veterinary Administration may decide to suspend or withdraw approval for certain activity of a private veterinarian where the private veterinarian has certified demonstrably false information in the health attestation [§ 61 (1) (e)].
(9)
The implementing legal rule shall lay down

a)
details of application for veterinary certificate for movement of an animal and details of application for health attestation; details, validity period, way and process of issuance of veterinary certificate for movement of an animal and of health attestation according to paragraphs 1 to 7 and it shall lay down relevant time periods for submitting of the applications and for issuance of certificate for movement of an animal and of health attestation;

b)
details concerning issuance of veterinary certificates for movement of bee-queens, laboratory animals and circus animals;

c)
details concerning placing and keeping of animals in isolation, including determination of professional veterinary actions to be carried out in connection with placing and keeping of animals in isolation and during isolation;

d)
details concerning establishment of protection zones of salmon farms;

e)
mitigating derogations for animal movement which veterinary administration authorities may, in accordance with criteria of legislation of the European Communities, authorize in certain cases (e.g. temporary pasture, the use of animals in sporting and cultural events).

§ 7

(1)
The assembling of animals for transport, their loading, transloading and unloading shall be carried out under supervision of the keeper or person in charge. Places where animals are assembled, loaded, transloaded and unloaded must meet the requirements for protection of animal health and welfare and be regularly cleaned and disinfected.

(2)
For transport of animals only such means of transport and facilities may be used which

a)
meet the requirements for animal transport of the species involved as to the  construction, arrangement and equipment, do not affect animal health, do not cause any pain or suffering to animals, prevent the animals from escape or falling out and protect them from unfavourable weather effects;

b)
are protected so that water, feed, litter, faeces or other waste cannot leak or fall out of them;

c)
are cleaned and disinfected both before and after the transport.

(3)
The transporter who as an entrepreneur10) transports animals shall be obliged 

a)
to be registered in accordance with specific legal rules6);

b)
to keep records of cleaning and disinfection of means of transport used for the transport of animals and records of the transports performed, to retain the records for a period of at least three years and to submit them to the authorities performing the state veterinary supervision at their request.

(4)
A person operating (hereinafter referred to as the “operator“) a slaughterhouse or place designed for regular animal gatherings shall be obliged to create conditions allowing the transporter to carry out cleaning and disinfection of used means of transport in the operator’s facilities after the transport of animals to the slaughterhouse or for animal gathering.

§ 8

(1)
Save as otherwise provided in this Act or specific legal rules14), the keeper shall be obliged to ensure that the animals are watered and, if appropriate, also fed before loading, during and after the transport, with respect to the animal species involved, duration and purpose of transport; an adequate rest must be given to animals after the transport.

(2)
Animals may be transported only if they are fit for transportation, particularly as regards their state of health; this provision shall not apply to animals to be transported for the purpose of treatment. The animals that have fallen sick or been injured during transport must be provided with first aid immediately when circumstances allow so.

(3)
Persons entrusted with loading, transloading, transporting and unloading animals must be of appropriate knowledge and experience gained by a special training or in practice. They shall be obliged

a)
to handle the loaded, transported and unloaded animals with care and to prevent them from any contact with other animals;

b)
to carry out personal decontamination and disinfection after the transport.

(4)
The provisions of paragraph 3 and these of § 7 (1), § 7 (2) (c) and § 7 (3) shall not apply to the transport of individual animals transported in accompaniment of the keeper.

(5)
The implementing legal rule shall lay down in detail veterinary conditions and requirements for the animal transport and for the care of animals during transportation. 

§ 9

Animal gathering

(1)
Animal gathering may be organized under the state veterinary supervision only.

(2)
The organizer of animal gathering shall be obliged to apply to the municipality for permission of animal gathering performance. Before such application, he shall be obliged to ask the competent veterinary administration authority for veterinary conditions for animal gathering performance and he shall be obliged to ensure that the conditions are met.

§ 9a

Assembly centre

(1)
The assembly centre must

a)
be

1.
arranged and equipped in a way corresponding to the purpose of the assembly centre, including facilities for the state veterinary supervision performance,

2.
cleaned and disinfected before use in accordance with instructions of the official veterinarian,

3.
at the time of assembling animals, located in an area which is not subject to emergency veterinary measures relating to animals of the species involved,


b)
admit only animals that are properly identified and accompanied by veterinary certificates and that are checked by the official veterinarian or the approved veterinarian on their arrival to the assembly centre;

c)
guarantee appropriate care and welfare to animals;

d)
have a sufficient number of veterinarians approved for the assembly centre;

e)
be under the state veterinary supervision.

(2)
The operator of the assembly centre shall be obliged to record and retain for a minimum period of three years the information concerning the animals being admitted and their keepers, places of their origin and proposed places they are dispatched to, the transporters and vehicles delivering animals to the centre and carrying them from the centre, and he shall be obliged to submit the records to the authorities performing the state veterinary supervision at their request.

(3)
The assembly centre must be approved and registered by the regional veterinary administration; such approval may be limited to a particular species or to animals for breeding and production or to animals for slaughter. The regional veterinary administration shall approve and register the assembly centre which corresponds as to its arrangement, material equipment and staff to the purpose of the centre and which complies with appropriate veterinary requirements. If the regional veterinary administration finds out that the obligations of operator of the assembly centre or rules for the centre operation laid down in this Act are not observed, it is authorized to suspend or withdraw the approval.

(4)
When approving the veterinarian for the assembly centre, the regional veterinary administration shall examine whether the veterinarian has no financial interest connected with the assembly centre concerned and no family links with the operator of the assembly centre.

(5)
The implementing legal rule shall lay down

a)
arrangement, material equipment and staff of the assembly centre;

b)
veterinary requirements for animals being admitted to the assembly centre;

c)
details of application for approval of the assembly centre;

d)
information to be recorded by the operator of the assembly centre.

§ 9b

(1)
A person who as an entrepreneur10) buys and sells bovine animals and pigs either directly or indirectly, who has a regular turnover of these animals that are to be resold within 30 days and who has been approved and registered for such activity by the regional veterinary administration (hereinafter referred to as the “dealer“)

a)
may buy and sell only animals that

1.
are properly identified and registered and, save as otherwise provided, accompanied by veterinary certificates,

2.
come from bovine herds that are officially free of tuberculosis, brucellosis and leukosis or, when animals for slaughter are concerned, from herds that are officially free of tuberculosis and enzootic bovine leukosis and, in the case of uncastrated bovine animals, officially free of brucellosis. The State Veterinary Administration may authorize the purchase and sale of identified animals for slaughter which do not fulfil the conditions laid down above, in so far as they are brought direct to a slaughterhouse as soon as possible without passing through premises or other facilities of the dealer and provided that there is ensured that such animals, when they reach the slaughterhouse, cannot come into contact with other animals and that they are slaughtered apart from other animals;

b)
must keep records with information on the transactions performed, retain the records for a period of at least three years and submit them to the authorities performing the state veterinary supervision at their request;

c)
may, in connection with his business, use only premises or other facilities that are registered for the purpose by the regional veterinary administration, that meet veterinary requirements and that are under the state veterinary supervision;

d)
must, when he keeps purchased animals on his premises or other facilities, ensure that the animals are provided with appropriate care and welfare and employ the staff who have basic knowledge of the care of the animals.

(2)
The regional veterinary administration shall approve and register the dealer who complies with the requirements resulting from paragraph 1; if it finds out that the requirements are not complied with, it may suspend or withdraw approval.

(3)
The implementing legal rule shall lay down

a)
veterinary requirements to be met by premises or other facilities used by the dealer for keeping the purchased animals;

b)
details of application for approval of a dealer;

c)
a way of examination of basic knowledge referred to in paragraph 1 (d).

Section 3

Contagious diseases and their eradication

§ 10

(1)
The veterinary administration authorities shall

a)
obtain, collect and evaluate information about the suspected presence, presence and spreading of contagious diseases and diseases communicable from animals to man;

b)
take appropriate measures for eradication and prevention of the spread of contagious diseases, diseases communicable from animals to man and other animal diseases;

c)
supervise whether a ban on preventive vaccination against certain contagious diseases and diseases communicable from animals to man and measures to which the vaccinated animals are subject are observed.

(2)
The outbreak of any of the contagious diseases listed in Annex No. 1 to this Act must be notified to both the European Commission (hereinafter referred to as the “Commission“) and the Member States of the European Union (hereinafter referred to as the “Member States“). Contagious diseases considered to be dangerous are listed in Annex No. 2 to this Act.

(3)
The implementing legal rule shall lay down

a)
details, way and time limits for notification of the contagious diseases listed in Annex No. 1 to this Act;

b)
a list of contagious diseases and diseases communicable from animals to man which shall be subject to notification within the veterinary administration authorities system;

c)
a list of contagious diseases and diseases communicable from animals to man for which contingency plans shall be established and aspects for their establishment;

d)
a list of contagious diseases and diseases communicable from animals to man for which control and eradication programmes shall or may be established and aspects for their establishment;

e)
how to proceed when recognizing herds, holdings, districts, regions or a state as free of contagious diseases and, in connection, when requiring specific veterinary conditions and veterinary or health guarantees (hereinafter referred to as “special veterinary guarantees“) to be applied, in compliance with legislation of the European Communities, to trade in animals and animal products;

f)
a list of contagious diseases and diseases communicable from animals to man against which preventive vaccination of animals may not be carried out;

g)
measures for eradication and prevention of the spread of certain dangerous contagious diseases and diseases communicable from animals to man, a way of placing and keeping animals in quarantine and professional veterinary actions to be carried out during quarantine.

§ 11

(1)
The keeper, persons employed by the keeper in keeping, transporting, gathering and selling animals and other persons coming into contact with animals and animal products who, with regards to their profession, qualification and experience, are able to recognize signs suggesting a suspicion of presence of a dangerous contagious disease or a disease communicable from animals to man shall be obliged to notify the regional veterinary administration without delay of such suspicion or to ensure that it is notified.

(2)
The obligation of the persons referred to in paragraph 1 to notify shall become void as soon as the official veterinarian or private veterinarian are notified of the suspected presence of a dangerous contagious disease or a disease communicable from animals to man.

§ 12

(1)
The keeper, whose animals show signs suggesting the suspicion of presence of a dangerous contagious disease, shall be obliged

a)
before arrival of the official veterinarian, to ensure that

1.
animals suspect and susceptible to the contagious disease concerned cannot leave their sites,

2.
animal products obtained from the suspect animals are not used, processed anyway or placed on the market and that they are stored separately,

3.
objects that can act as causative agent carriers are not moved out and used elsewhere,

4.
sites of suspect animals are disinfected,

5.
persons who take care of the suspect animals cannot come into contact with other animals and that any other person cannot enter the premises used for keeping the suspect animals without a serious reason;

b)
after arrival of the official veterinarian, to follow the veterinarian’s guidelines and instructions.

(2)
The private veterinarian, who has established a suspicion of presence of a dangerous contagious disease when performing his activities, shall

a)
carry out a preliminary examination of the suspect animals and, if applicable, of cadavers and, if there is a danger in delay, take samples for laboratory examination;

b)
notify the regional veterinary administration of the suspected presence of a dangerous contagious disease without delay;

c)
provide the keeper with necessary instructions, including the information on obligation to take measures provided for in paragraph 1 (a) (hereinafter referred to as “urgent measures“);

d)
stay in place until the official veterinarian arrives, and monitor the state of health of animals if required either by the nature of a dangerous contagious disease or by local conditions.

§ 13

(1)
The regional veterinary administration, which has been notified of the suspected presence of a dangerous contagious disease or which has established the suspicion when performing its tasks, shall immediately take measures to confirm or rule out the suspicion. In particular, it shall

a)
examine the suspect animals and cadavers, take samples necessary for laboratory examination and carry out other actions in order to confirm the presence of a dangerous contagious disease, to determine its origin and possibilities of its spreading;

b)
review the urgent measures taken by the keeper and, if necessary, set down additional measures of urgent character that have to be taken before the  emergency veterinary measures for prevention of the spread and for eradication of dangerous contagious disease are imposed, in particular ban on movement of animals on the holding and from the holding, separation of animals susceptible to the contagious disease concerned from suspect animals and ban on movement of animals susceptible to the contagious disease concerned to the holding, as well as rules for handling animal products and confiscates of animal origin, movement of persons and vehicles on the holding;

c)
order to use appropriate means of disinfection at the entrances and exits of places housing animals susceptible to the contagious disease concerned and at the entrances and exits of the holding itself and, if required by the nature of the dangerous contagious disease and circumstances of the case, order also to slaughter or to kill an animal for diagnostic purposes;

d)
ensure that a census is made on the holding of animals susceptible to the contagious disease concerned and of animals already dead, killed,  slaughtered at emergency, diseased and suspect and that an epidemiological inquiry is carried out in order to detect the possible origin of the disease and the length of time during which the disease may have existed on the holding as well as the presence and distribution of causative agents responsible for the disease and of disease vectors on the holding;

e)
instruct the keeper particularly on the nature of the dangerous contagious disease, on the possibilities of its spreading and on further handling the suspect animals, their products and objects that can act as causative agent carriers.

(2)
The regional veterinary administration shall officially record its findings, measures taken and instructions given to the keeper; it shall forward a copy of the record to the keeper.
(3)
The keeper shall be obliged to submit himself to the measures provided for in paragraph 1 and to give all the necessary co-operation and assistance for their implementation.

§ 14

(1)
In the case of suspected presence of a dangerous contagious disease in animals participating on the animal gathering, save as otherwise specified by the official veterinarian performing the state veterinary supervision of the animal gathering, the operator of the animal gathering shall be obliged to ensure that

a)
suspect animals are separated from other animals;

b)
animals participating on the animal gathering cannot leave its premises and that other animals may not enter the premises;

c)
animal products and objects that can act as causative agent carriers are not moved from of the animal gathering premises;

d)
persons that have come into contact with the suspect animals may leave the animal gathering premises only subject to the official veterinarian’s consent and that other persons may not enter the premises without a serious reason.

(2)
The provisions of paragraph 1 shall apply to the slaughterhouse operator in the case of suspected presence of a dangerous contagious disease in animals for slaughter at the slaughterhouse premises.

Protection and eradication measures

§ 15

(1)
If the presence of the dangerous contagious disease has been confirmed or if there is a risk of its spreading, the competent authority shall impose appropriate emergency veterinary measures for eradication of the disease and for prevention of its spread (hereinafter referred to as “protection and eradication measures“), in particular the establishment of a disease outbreak and its warning marking, killing or slaughter of diseased animals and, according to circumstances, also of animals suspect and susceptible to the contagious disease, safe disposal or treatment of confiscates of animal origin, cleaning and disinfection of premises used for housing the diseased animals and animals suspect and susceptible to the contagious disease, the establishment of a protection zone and a surveillance zone.

(2)
Constant state veterinary supervision shall be performed in the disease outbreak in justified cases.

(3)
The competent authority shall follow the provisions of paragraph 1 also if the presence of the dangerous contagious disease has been confirmed abroad and if there is a risk of intrusion of the disease to the territory of the Czech Republic.

§ 16

(1)
Protection and eradication measures may be extended as necessary also to another holding should its location, configuration or contacts with the holding where the dangerous contagious disease has been present give reason to suspect its presence also on this holding.

(2)
Animals intended for slaughter or killing in connection with the implementation of protection and eradication measures, objects that can act as causative agent carriers and the confiscates of animal origin intended for safe disposal or further processing may be transported, processed or disposed of only in a way specified by the regional veterinary administration.

§ 17

(1)
The authority that imposed the protection and eradication measures shall declare the dangerous contagious disease eliminated 

a)
when in the disease outbreak there have been no more animals diseased or suspect and no other case of the disease and no suspicion have occurred during the waiting period established;

b)
and – in the case of the final cleaning, disinfection and disinsectization and, if appropriate, deratization ordered – when those measures have been carried out in accordance with the instructions given by the official veterinarian and under his supervision in the disease outbreak in such a way as to eliminate any risk of spread or survival of causative agents responsible for the disease and an appropriate period has elapsed since such measures to ensure that the disease in question has been completely eliminated.

(2)
The regional veterinary administration may order to place, during the waiting period, animals susceptible to the dangerous contagious disease to be declared eliminated to the premises where the diseased animals were kept.

(3)
Taking into account the course of eradication and the risk of spread of a dangerous contagious disease, the authority referred to in paragraph 1 may derogate from or cancel certain imposed protection and eradication measures even before declaring the contagious disease eliminated.

§ 17a

Surveillance network system

(1)
The State Veterinary Administration may, for the whole or a part of the state territory, introduce a system of surveillance networks for bovine animals or pigs (hereinafter referred to as the “surveillance network“) by means of which the conducting of the official epizootiological classification of holdings, their regular veterinary inspections, epidemiological data collection and epidemiological situation monitoring shall be ensured.

(2)
The surveillance network shall comprise 

a)
the herds, holdings and responsible persons approved by the regional veterinary administration for participating in the surveillance network;

b)
the veterinarians approved for the holdings participating in the surveillance network;

c)
the state institutes for veterinary laboratory diagnostics (hereinafter referred to as the “state veterinary institutes“) and laboratories referred to in § 52 (4);

d)
the veterinary administration authorities, official veterinarians performing the inspection of animals for slaughter and meat and official veterinarians responsible for assembly centres;

e)
a central register8) and digital form of data in the information system of the State Veterinary Administration (hereinafter referred to as the “computer database“).

(3)
The State Veterinary Administration shall draw up lists of the holdings participating in the surveillance network and of approved veterinarians; if any of these participants in the network does not fulfil given conditions, the regional veterinary administration shall suspend or withdraw approval.

(4)
The keeper whose holding participates in the surveillance network shall be obliged 

a)
to secure the services for his holding of an approved veterinarian;

b)
to call in the approved veterinarian to the holding immediately when he suspects the occurrence of a dangerous contagious disease or a disease communicable from animals to man;

c)
to notify the approved veterinarian of all arrivals of animals on the holding and to isolate the animals before entering the herd to enable to check, where appropriate by means of the required tests, whether the holding’s status may be maintained.

(5)
The regional veterinary administration shall approve the veterinarian when he has no financial interest in the holding concerned and no family links with the keeper. If the proper functioning of the surveillance network so requires, the regional veterinary administration may limit responsibility of the approved veterinarian to a specific number of holdings or to a specific geographical area.

(6)
The approved veterinarian shall be obliged  

a)
to update regularly his knowledge in the field of animal health as it applies to animals of the species concerned, including knowledge of the legal rules governing the performance of his duties;

b)
to provide the keeper with necessary information and assistance in order that all steps are taken to ensure that the holding’s status is maintained and the veterinary requirements are complied with concerning the identification and registration of animals, notification of dangerous contagious diseases and any other risk factor for animal health or welfare or for human health, rapid establishment of the cause of death of animals and of the place where the cadavers are to be consigned, and the hygiene conditions of the herd and of the livestock production units;

c)
to ensure that animals, including animals introduced into the holding and those traded, comply with the veterinary requirements concerning the animal identity checks and checks on veterinary certificates.

(7)
The computer database must be kept in a way as to be able to supply the following particulars at any time:

a)
the identification number of all animals of the bovine species present on a holding, or in the case of groups of animals of the porcine species, the registration number of the holding of origin or herd of origin and the number of the veterinary certificate where applicable;

b)
a list of all holdings for each animal of the bovine species starting from the holding of the birth, or the holding of importation in the case of animals imported from countries which are not Member States (hereinafter referred to as “third countries”); and for groups of pigs the registration number of the last holding or last herd and for imported animals from third countries the holding of importation;

c)
other data to be laid down by an implementing legal rule.  

(8)
These particulars will be held on the computer database until three consecutive years have elapsed since the death of the bovine animal or since the last record was made in the case of records for pigs.

(9)
The computer database must be fully operational regardless of the fact if the surveillance network has been already introduced or not.

(10) The implementing legal rule shall lay down 

a)
details concerning entering the surveillance network for herds, holdings and responsible persons; 

b)
details concerning approving the veterinarians for holdings;
c)
other data of the computer database (paragraph 7);

d)
measures ensuring animal health and prevention of contagious disease spreading in the case when conditions of the surveillance network have not been met.
§ 17b

Other contagious diseases and their eradication

In the event of suspected presence of another contagious disease which, for the purposes of this Act, is not considered to be dangerous or of a disease communicable from animals to man, or in the event of confirmation of the presence of such diseases the competent authority shall take appropriate measures with respect to the nature, importance, possibilities of spreading and way of eradication of the disease and to the local conditions.

title  IIi

health  safety  of  animal  products

Section 1

Basic veterinary requirements for animal products

§ 18

(1)
Animal products must comply with the requirements for their health safety laid down in this Act and specific legal rules3), must be given a specified marking and must not present a source of spreading of contagious diseases and diseases communicable from animals to man.

(2)
When reasonable doubts have arisen in animal products about the compliance with the requirements or meeting the obligations laid down in order to ensure their health safety as well as in the case of foodstuffs of animal origin15) that have been withdrawn from the distribution network for the same reason, such products or foodstuffs may be further used or processed only subject to consent of the regional veterinary administration and under conditions laid down by the regional veterinary administration.

(3)
Foodstuffs of animal origin safe to human health shall be assessed as fit for human consumption or fit for human consumption after special treatment or further processing. Foodstuffs of animal origin not complying with the requirements for the health safety shall be assessed as unfit for human consumption.

(4)
Animal products intended for feeding animals may be sold in food stores only in the form of non-perishable, consumer packed and separately stored products.

(5)
The implementing legal rule shall lay down

a)
which animal products are safe to human health and which foodstuffs of animal origin are fit for human consumption or unfit for human consumption;

b)
how to treat, process and use the foodstuffs fit for human consumption after special treatment or further processing and which are the animal products and confiscates of animal origin intended for feeding animals.

§ 19

(1)
Only the additives and medicinal preparations authorized by specific legal rules4), 5) may be administered to animals whose products are intended for human consumption. 

(2)
In the case of administration of additives or medicinal preparations leaving undesirable residues in animal products, the animals may be used for obtaining or manufacturing products intended for human consumption only when the withdrawal period has elapsed. If the manufacturer does not indicate a withdrawal period of additives or medicinal preparations leaving undesirable residues in animal products, the animals may be used for such purposes when at least the following periods have elapsed: 

a)
28 days for meat from poultry and mammals including offal and fats;

b)
7 days for milk and eggs;

c)
500 degree days for meat from fish, where the number of degree days is to be obtained by multiplying the average daily temperature of water by the number of days.

(3)
Except cases provided for in the implementing legal rule, the placing on the market of additives or medicinal preparations having a hormonal, thyrostatic or beta-adrenergic action and their administering to animals referred to in paragraph 1 shall be prohibited.

(4)
Drugs may be administered to animals also mixed with feedingstuffs (medicated feedingstuffs); specific legal rules5) shall apply to manufacturing and placing on the market of such mixtures.

(5)
The implementing legal rule shall lay down

a)
cases in which the substances and preparations referred to in paragraph 3 may be administered to animals;

b)
a way of handling the animals to which substances and preparations referred to in paragraph 3 were administered, and a way of handling the products of such animals;

c)
a way of monitoring of the presence in animals, animal products and feed water of unauthorized or prohibited substances and preparations and residues of substances having pharmacological effects, their metabolites and other substances likely to be harmful to human health that have got into animal products, assistance which animal keepers and persons who produce and process animal products must give in order to perform this task, and measures ensuring health safety of animal products taken pursuant to results of the monitoring.

Veterinary examination of animal products

§ 20

(1)
Anybody who places on the market meat or offal of animals for slaughter or other animals, or products made of them for human consumption or for feeding animals may do so only when they have been examined, assessed and marked in a specified way in compliance with results of the examination and assessment.

(2)
Wild game meat must come from game hunted and killed by authorized means6), 7) and must, in accordance with specific legal rules, be properly marked in a way allowing the identification16) and accompanied by the veterinary certificate. 

(3)
Fish, crustaceans, molluscs, frogs and other animals of aquatic and overland environments intended for human consumption must be obtained by authorized means of hunting, fishing, capturing or collecting17).

(4)
Save as otherwise provided, the following products only may be placed on the market:

a)
milk which has been obtained from animals whose state of health and ways of keeping and feeding have no unfavourable effect on its health safety and which has undergone dairy treatment, and products made of such milk. However, the requirement to manufacture milk products from dairy-treated milk shall not apply if the approved technological process requires dairy-untreated milk to be used with regards to the product’s properties;

b)
eggs examined by light and bearing a health mark, and products made of such eggs;

c)
honey that is health safe and comes from a clinically healthy bee colony.

(5)
The keeper may, at his holding, sell live poultry and live rabbits from his own stock and honey from his own bee colonies directly to the consumer for the consumption in his household.

(6)
Raw milk untreated in a dairy, products made of such milk and fresh eggs not examined by light and without a mark may be sold directly to the consumer at the place of production with the consent of the regional veterinary administration, provided that such milk and eggs are obtained from healthy animals from a herd/flock free of dangerous contagious diseases to which such animals are susceptible. However, they may not be subsequently placed on the market, particularly for catering services.

(7)
Anybody who sells milk referred to in paragraph 6 and products made of such milk shall be obliged to ensure that they undergo a laboratory examination when

a)
he is applying for a consent of the regional veterinary administration for their sale;

b)
there are any changes in keeping animals or obtaining or treating milk that could affect its health safety, but at least once per six months. 

(8)
The implementing legal rule shall lay down in detail veterinary requirements for raw diary-untreated milk, for products made of such milk and for their direct sale to the consumer.

§ 21

(1)
Save as otherwise provided, animals for slaughter whose meat and offal are intended for the national market, catering services and foreign trade must be slaughtered at the slaughterhouse.

(2)
Animals for slaughter, except bovine animals including calves, horses, asses and crossbreeds thereof and farmed Cervidae, may be slaughtered on the keeper’s holding provided that their meat and offal are to be consumed in the keeper’s household only (the private slaughter).

(3)
The regional veterinary administration may authorize the slaughter of farmed game on the farm where it cannot be transported to the slaughterhouse because of a risk for the persons carrying out the transport or in order to protect the health and welfare of the animals, provided that there are conditions created on the farm for veterinary examination and slaughter of the game and for treatment of its meat. It may be authorized by the regional veterinary administration to slaughter an animal by shooting only in specially justified cases.

(4)
Animals for slaughter must be delivered to the slaughterhouse clean and famished and in the case of dairy cows, also milked out; the animals must not be fed at least 12 hours before slaughter. The following animals must not be delivered to the slaughterhouse: healthy pregnant females, calves less than 8 days of age, lambs and kids less than 14 days of age and piglets less than 10 kg of live weight.

(5)
At the slaughterhouse, animals for slaughter shall be subject to compulsory veterinary examination before the slaughter, their meat, offal and other parts shall be examined after the slaughter (the inspection of animals for slaughter and meat).

(6)
Muscles from animals susceptible to trichinosis must undergo an examination for trichinae (Trichinella).

(7)
The implementing legal rule shall lay down

a)
how to carry out the inspection of animals for slaughter and meat and the veterinary examination of other animal products; how to assess and mark animal products pursuant to veterinary examination and how to place them on the market;

b)
which are the veterinary requirements for the slaughter of farmed game on the farm, for treatment and preliminary inspection of hunted game; who is to prepare wild game meat for veterinary examination and to perform auxiliary operations necessary for the examination;

c)
in which cases the meat and offal of animals for slaughter obtained by the private slaughter are to be subject to veterinary examination.

Section 2

Obligations of persons who produce, process 
and place on the market animal products

§ 22

(1)
Anybody who as an entrepreneur obtains, produces, processes, treats, packs, stores, transports and places on the market animal products (hereinafter referred to as the “animal products handling“) shall be obliged 

a)
to apply to the regional veterinary administration for approval and registration of the establishment, plant or other facility where animal products are handled, to start and run business activities following the approval and to notify the regional veterinary administration at least 7 days in advance of the commencement and termination of business activities. The regional veterinary administration shall approve and register the establishment, plant or other facility where animal products are handled when it complies with given veterinary and hygiene requirements and technical conditions. Where the regional veterinary administration finds a failure to comply with those requirements or conditions, it is authorized to suspend or withdraw approval;

b)
with respect to the nature of activities and type of animal products,

1.
to establish and observe the regime of hygiene and technological process including the system for preventive checks on health safety of raw materials, supplements, additives and final products, to identify the critical points of each technological process, to carry out checks on these points, to take measures for removal of shortcomings found and to keep records of these activities;

2.
to establish and observe rules for organization of the operation, a set of measures ensuring production of health safe raw materials and foodstuffs of animal origin, a system of own checks on the hygiene of conditions of production and technical, technological and personnel conditions for sanitation (hereinafter referred to as the “operational and sanitary rules”) and to carry out, in accordance with such rules, regular cleaning, cleansing, preventive disinfection, deratization and disinsectization of operating areas and equipment, to use, for this purpose, preparations authorized in accordance with this Act or specific legal rules9a) and to observe instructions for their use;

c)
to provide foodstuffs of animal origin with a health mark;

d)
to employ in animal products handling only persons competent for such activity in accordance with specific legal rules11), to care about their qualification and professional training and to guide them to the observance of the operation hygiene and personal hygiene principles;

e)
to carry out, constantly, own checks on the hygiene of conditions of production, including sampling and laboratory examination of samples, to keep records of their results, to retain the records for a period of at least two years (save as otherwise provided in a specific legal rule), to submit them to the authorities performing the state veterinary supervision at their request together with laboratory records, to provide authorities performing sampling and investigation in connection with the implementation of a plan for monitoring of certain substances and their residues with necessary co-operation and to observe measures taken pursuant to such investigation. In the case of laboratory examination for confirmation of health safety of animal products, the examination must be carried out in a laboratory having the accreditation certificate17a) for the relevant group of examinations;

f)
to create conditions for the performance of professional veterinary actions necessary for the control of animal products’ health safety and compliance with the operational and sanitary rules and to provide the authorities performing the state veterinary supervision with information on origin of raw materials of which foodstuffs have been manufactured.

(2)
The implementing legal rule shall lay down

a)
details of application for approval and registration referred to in paragraph 1 (a);

b)
veterinary requirements for animal products and handling animal products as well as for health marking of animal products;

c)
personal hygiene rules for staff handling animal products and details of the operational and sanitary rules;
d)
details concerning performance of checks on the hygiene of conditions to be carried out by persons handling animal products, including methods and extent of checks on health safety of animal products and of checks to be carried out by the authorities of the state veterinary supervision on compliance with the operational and sanitary rules.
§ 23

Obligations of the slaughterhouse operator

(1)
Furthermore, the slaughterhouse operator shall be obliged 

a)
to organize and control the slaughterhouse operation in accordance with the principles of protection of animals against dangerous contagious diseases, other harmful effects and cruelty and with the veterinary requirements for health safety of animal products;

b)
to admit to the slaughterhouse only animals for slaughter 

1.
identified in accordance with specific legal rules8) and accompanied by the duly and fully completed health attestation,

2.
to which no unauthorized or prohibited substances or preparations were administered,
3.
to which substances or preparations were administered through the action of which the animal products might be unfavourably affected but the fixed withdrawal periods have surely elapsed. 

c)
to ensure that the identity of admitted animals for slaughter and links between the meat, offal and other parts and the animals can be detected at any time until the decision on their fitness for human consumption or fitness for use;

d)
at the plant without constant veterinary supervision, to notify the regional veterinary administration of each consignment of animals for slaughter at least 24 hours in advance and of emergency slaughter without delay;

e)
to notify the official veterinarian of any disease or suspected disease, injury or death of an animal for slaughter without delay;

f)
to create conditions for the inspection of animals for slaughter and meat and to provide persons performing the inspection with necessary material, personal and other assistance free of charge, in particular

1.
to provide these persons with rooms suitably equipped for their work, including running drinkable, cold and hot water, and with workplaces at processing lines,

2.
to prepare animals for slaughter, their carcasses, meat, offal and other parts for veterinary examination,

3.
to carry out auxiliary operations necessary for the examination;

g)
to draw up operational and sanitary rules and the contingency plan of measures for the event of presence of certain dangerous contagious diseases and diseases communicable from animals to man and to submit them to the regional veterinary administration for approval.

(2)
Animals for slaughter admitted to the slaughterhouse must not already leave the slaughterhouse premises without the consent of the official veterinarian. Diseased or suspect animals for slaughter shall be slaughtered at the slaughterhouse or slaughterhouse compartment intended for this purpose. They may be slaughtered also at the slaughterhouse at rooms intended for slaughtering healthy animals but at different time and with the consent of the regional veterinary administration.

(3) 
It is prohibited to slaughter animals for slaughter for the purposes of human consumption if the ante-mortem inspection has established that the animals for slaughter
a)
are suffering from a dangerous contagious disease or a disease communicable from animals to man or are suspected of being infected;

b)
show symptoms of a disease or of a disorder of their general condition which is likely to make their meat unfit for human consumption;

c)
show signs indicating that they have had substances with pharmacological effects or other substances which may make their meat harmful to human health administered to them;

d)
are tired, agitated, injured or in agony.

(4)
The implementing legal rule shall lay down

a)
details of preparation of animals for slaughter for delivery to the slaughterhouse, of handling animals at the slaughterhouse and of the organization of the slaughterhouse operation;

b)
how to slaughter animals for slaughter and how to prepare animals for slaughter, their carcasses, meat, offal and other parts for veterinary examination; which are the contagious diseases, other diseases or other facts that obstruct the slaughter of animals for slaughter and which are the technical conditions for the performance of the state veterinary supervision at a slaughterhouse;

c)
extent of auxiliary operations to be carried out by the slaughterhouse operator.

§ 24

(1)
Premises designed for handling animal products must be in condition allowing the performance of the obligations and compliance with the requirements laid down in order to ensure the health safety of such products as well as the compliance with the principles of a good hygiene practice. They must be

a)
well maintained, clean and protected against causative agents responsible for animal contagious diseases and diseases communicable from animals to man, arthropods, rodents and other pests;

b)
arranged so that their parts where any risk exists of infection or contamination of animal products intended for human consumption or animal nutrition are separated from the parts where such risk does not exist and that working places having different technological processes and climatic conditions are separated as well;

c)
equipped with machines, facilities and other objects that have no unfavourable effect on the health safety of animal products.

(2)
The implementing legal rule shall lay down 

a)
veterinary and hygiene requirements and technical conditions of arrangement and equipment of plants where animal products are handled;

b)
criteria for determination of low-capacity plants, including criteria under which veterinary administration authorities may, in compliance with legislation of the European Communities, permit derogation from the requirements laid down for their arrangement and equipment.

§ 25

Sale of animals and animal products 

at market halls and market places

(1)
At market halls and market places, only healthy animals and health safe animal products that have undergone the veterinary examination may be sold; the implementing legal rule shall lay down details of such sale.

(2)
The person who runs a seasonal sale of live fish must comply with the requirements laid down in this Act and specific legal rules6); if killing, gutting or another preparation of fish are to be a part of the seasonal sale of live fish, the person must ask the regional veterinary administration for detailed veterinary conditions for such activities.

Section 3

National transport of animal products

§ 26

(1)
Animal products shall be transported in means of transport that are constructed and equipped so as to be easy to clean and to protect transported products against deterioration, pollution and contamination as well as against arthropods, rodents and other pests and, if appropriate in respect of the type of transported products, to maintain required microclimatic conditions until the end of transport.

(2)
Means of transport intended for the transport of animal products must be properly ventilated, regularly cleaned and disinfected. 

(3) 
The transporter who as an entrepreneur10) transports animal products shall be obliged to

a)
apply to the regional veterinary administration for registration before starting his activities;

b)
keep records of cleaning and disinfection of the means of transport used for the transport of animal products and records of the transports performed, to retain the records for a period of at least one year and to submit them to the authorities performing the state veterinary supervision at their request.

(4)
Only those animal products that have been identically assessed as to their health safety and fitness for use or consumption and that cannot unfavourably affect one another may be transported at the same transport space.

§ 27

(1)
The veterinary certificate is required for the transport of

a)
wild game meat from the place of veterinary examination, with the exception of wild game meat intended for hunter’s own consumption or of wild game meat cut and packed and marked in the specified way;

b)
animal products intended for further processing under special conditions or for other way of utilisation;

c)
animal products intended for freezing and subsequent storage;

d)
animal products transported in order to be stored within the state material reserves and such products dispatched from that store.

(2)
The regional veterinary administration which issued the veterinary certificate shall be obliged to keep a copy of the certificate for the period of three years.

(3)
Animal products requiring a veterinary certificate for their transport shall be subject to veterinary examination at the place of origin and, if laid down by the regional veterinary administration, also at the place they are transported to. 

(4)
The implementing legal rule shall

a)
specify in detail veterinary requirements for the equipment, cleaning and disinfection of ramps used for loading and unloading of animal products, for the equipment of means of transport used for the transport of animal products, for their cleaning and disinfection and for a way of placing animal products to their transport spaces;

b)
lay down a time period during which it is possible to apply for the veterinary certificate for transport of animal products, details and validity period of the veterinary certificate, how and on the basis of what the veterinary certificate is to be issued.

TITLE  IV

VETERINARY  CONDITIONS  FOR  TRADE  IN  ANIMALS  
AND  ANIMAL  PRODUCTS  WITH  THE  MEMBER  STATES,  
FOR  THEIR  IMPORT  AND  TRANSIT  FROM  THIRD  COUNTRIES
AND  FOR  THEIR  EXPORT  TO  THIRD  COUNTRIES

Section 1

Trade in animals and animal products with the Member States

§ 28

(1)
Only the following may be sent from the Czech Republic to the Member States: 

a)
animals which

1.
come from a holding or other facility registered in accordance with specific legal rules8) which is not subject to restrictive or prohibitive veterinary measures affecting the species involved and which is under the state veterinary supervision,

2.
are healthy and meet specified veterinary conditions and, if appropriate, special veterinary guarantees as well,

3.
are identified in a specified way and accompanied by the veterinary certificate or by other accompanying document if the veterinary certificate is not required;

b)
animal products which

1.
have been obtained, checked, marked and labelled in accordance with the requirements for production and placing on the market of these products,

2.
are health safe, marked in a specified way and accompanied by the veterinary certificate or by other accompanying document if the veterinary certificate is not required.

(2)
Neither animals and animal products which cannot be commercially used in the Czech Republic for animal or public health reasons, nor animals intended for slaughter or killing in connection with implementation of a disease control and eradication programme or under protection and eradication measures may be dispatched in the above mentioned way.

(3)
Animals and animal products referred to in paragraph 1 shall be subject to the veterinary checks at origin and veterinary checks on arrival at the place into which they are accompanied by the veterinary certificate or other accompanying document and at which they are admitted (hereinafter referred to as the “place of destination“). The veterinary checks at origin must be carried out at least as carefully and with such responsibility as if they were intended for the national market.

(4)
Persons engaging in trade in animals and animal products with Member States (hereinafter referred to as the “trade“) shall be obliged to apply to the regional veterinary administration for the registration beforehand.

(5)
The implementing legal rule shall lay down a time period during which it is possible to apply for the veterinary certificate which is to accompany the animals and animal products referred to in paragraph 1, details and validity period of the certificate and how and on the basis of what the certificate shall be issued.

§ 29

Veterinary checks at origin

(1)
Veterinary checks at origin shall find out whether

a)
the animals and animal products being sent meet the conditions laid down for trade or if the conditions have not been laid down, conditions required by the state of destination, and whether the animals being sent are transported in suitable means of transport which satisfy the requirements for welfare and hygiene of the transport of animals;

b)
keepers of the animals comply with the requirements laid down for keeping animals and whether persons handling the animal products comply with the requirements laid down for production, including their own checks on the hygiene of conditions of production carried out constantly, storage and transport of animal products.

(2)
The keepers and persons handling animal products shall be obliged to provide the authorities carrying out veterinary checks at origin with the necessary co-operation and assistance, in particular when carrying out the health tests, sampling and documentary checks.

§ 30

Veterinary checks on arrival at destination

(1)
Veterinary checks on arrival at destination shall verify in particular

a)
by means of random checks whether the animals and animal products coming meet the conditions laid down for trade or if the conditions have not been laid down, conditions required by the Czech Republic;

b)
by means of checks on veterinary certificates or other accompanying documents whether only animals meeting the conditions referred to in (a) are admitted to assembly centres and markets and slaughtered at slaughterhouses;

c)
whether only animal products that meet the requirements referred to in (a) with respect to marking and required accompanying documents are admitted to establishments, plants or other facilities under the state veterinary supervision;

d)
where required, whether animals were put into quarantine and kept there after their arrival at the place of destination for epidemiological reasons.

(2)
If the authorities carrying out a veterinary check on arrival at destination establish

a)
the presence of causative agents responsible for a contagious disease listed in Annex No. 1 to this Act, a disease communicable from animals to man or another disease, or any cause likely to constitute a serious hazard to  animal or human health, or that the animal products come from an area contaminated by an epizootic disease, they shall decide to put the animals in quarantine or to slaughter or kill the animals or to safely dispose of the animal products;

b)
that the conditions laid down for trade are not met, they may – provided that animal and public health considerations so permit – give the consignor the choice of the following measures: placing of the animals and animal products under the state veterinary supervision until their non-compliance with the given conditions is removed, slaughtering or killing of the animals or safe disposal of the animal products, return of the animals or animal products, with the consent of the competent authority of the state of origin and, if appropriate, also with the preliminary consent of the state of transit, or use of the animal products for another purposes. If the consignor does not use the possibility to choose any of these measures within the time limit fixed by the authorities carrying out veterinary checks on arrival at destination, these authorities shall decide on appropriate measures. However, if failures or irregularities in the veterinary certificate or other accompanying document are the reason for this procedure, the consignor must be granted a period of grace in order to remove such shortcomings at first.

(3)
The consignees of animals and animal products at the place of destination shall be obliged 

a)
to report to the regional veterinary administration the anticipated arrival of animals at least 24 hours in advance, the arrival of animal products in a way and extent appropriate for the veterinary checks on arrival at destination;

b)
to check, before the consignment is divided up or marketed, that the animals or animal products are identified/marked in the specified way and accompanied by required accompanying documents, and to notify the regional veterinary administration of any failure or irregularity without delay;

c)
to keep records of the transactions performed, to retain these records, veterinary certificates and other accompanying documents for a period of at least one year and to submit them to the authorities performing the state veterinary supervision at their request;

d)
to provide the authorities carrying out veterinary checks on arrival at destination with the necessary co-operation and assistance, in particular when carrying out documentary checks.

§ 31

(1)
The State Veterinary Administration shall notify the Commission and Member States of any outbreak in the territory of the Czech Republic of a contagious disease listed in Annex No. 1 to this Act, disease communicable from animals to man or another disease or any cause likely to constitute a serious hazard to animal or human health.

(2)
Costs relating to the measures provided for in § 30 (2) shall be borne by the consignor or his representative, without being entitled to the compensation from the state.

(3)
The implementing legal rule shall lay down

a)
which are the concrete veterinary requirements for trade in animals of particular species and in various animal products;

b)
how to carry out the veterinary checks at origin and veterinary checks on arrival at destination and which co-operation and assistance the keepers and persons handling animal products are obliged to give to the authorities carrying out the checks;

c)
details concerning measures to be taken by the authorities carrying out veterinary checks when the fact that conditions laid down for trade have not been fulfilled is revealed as well as a procedure in the event of a dispute, arisen in connection with such measures, between the consignor and the authorities carrying out a veterinary check on arrival at destination;

d)
range and other details of the information the authorities carrying out veterinary checks shall communicate by means of remote data transmission without delay.

Section 2

Import and transit of animals, animal products and other veterinary goods
from third countries and their export to third countries

Import from third countries

§ 32

(1)
Animals, animal products and other veterinary goods imported from third countries (hereinafter referred to as “checked goods") may be introduced into the territory of the Czech Republic only via a border veterinary inspection post of the Czech Republic (hereinafter referred to as the “border inspection post“) or of another Member State. Animals must be conveyed directly to the post or – if their state of health so requires – to a quarantine centre.

(2)
The border inspection post, which is located either directly at the point of entry into the territory of the Czech Republic or in the vicinity, is a part of the regional veterinary administration appropriate to the place. Its operation shall be governed by the operational rules issued in agreement with the customs authorities and authorities of the Police of the Czech Republic. The Ministry of Agriculture (hereinafter referred to as the “Ministry”) shall publish, in the Journal of the Ministry of Agriculture, for the border inspection posts their location and the regional veterinary administrations they are a part of.

(3)
Checked goods, with the exception of feedingstuffs of vegetable origin, additives and premixtures, must be accompanied by the valid original veterinary certificates issued by the official veterinarian of the third country or by other original accompanying documents as required; the certificates/documents shall remain at the border inspection post. The goods shall be subjected to a border veterinary check at the post in order to establish whether the veterinary requirements laid down for the imported checked goods (hereinafter referred to as the “import conditions”) are met. The checks shall be carried out by official veterinarians of the regional veterinary administration a part of which is the border inspection post concerned (hereinafter referred to as the “authorities carrying out a border veterinary check“).

(4)
The authorities carrying out a border veterinary check shall issue, when the check is completed, a certificate confirming that the border veterinary check has been carried out and stating the result of the check, to the person who presented the checked goods, with the exception of feedingstuffs of vegetable origin, additives and premixtures, for the check. In case of import of feedingstuffs of vegetable origin, additives or premixtures accompanied by the specified accompanying documents, the authorities carrying out a border veterinary check shall carry out documentary and identity checks and take random samples which consecutively shall be forwarded to the designated professional supervision authority in accordance with specific legal rules4).

(5)
The customs authorities appropriate to the place of the border inspection post may not release the checked goods for free circulation18) unless the document has been supplied confirming that the border veterinary check has been carried out with satisfactory results and that the inspection fees and, where appropriate, also a deposit covering costs connected with measures provided for in § 34 (2) and § 35 (1) have been paid.

(6)
The importer or his representative shall be obliged 

a)
to notify the border inspection post

1.
one working day in advance of arrival of the imported animals, specifying the number, nature and estimated time of arrival of the animals,

2.
in advance of arrival of the imported animal products or other veterinary goods by the duly completed first part (information on the consignment) of a certificate that is to confirm that the border veterinary check has been carried out and state the result of the check, or by a detailed description in writing or in computerised form of the consignment of the goods;

b)
to submit the checked goods together with required accompanying documents and information for the border veterinary check at the place where the check is to be performed, and to provide the authorities carrying out the check, at their request, with necessary co-operation and assistance.

(7)
The authorities carrying out a border veterinary check shall not be responsible for losses arisen from the necessary demurrage of the vehicle connected with the check performance. However, when carrying out the check the authorities shall proceed so that the operation of the transporter or postal services operator is not deranged more than necessary.

§ 33

(1)
The border veterinary check shall include a documentary check, identity check and physical check.

(2)
The following shall be ascertained by documentary and identity checks:

a)
origin and subsequent destination of the imported animals and, furthermore, whether the information in the veterinary certificate or other accompanying documents confirm the compliance with the import conditions and whether the consignment has not been rejected;

b)
whether the imported animal products, other veterinary goods, feedingstuffs of vegetable origin, additives or premixtures correspond to the information given in the veterinary certificate or other accompanying documents.

(3)
The physical check on imported

a)
animals shall include clinical and necessary laboratory examinations of the animals and verification of compliance with the veterinary requirements for the protection of animals during transport. If necessary, samples shall be taken within the check to be examined particularly for residues;

b)
animal products or other veterinary goods, with the exception of feedingstuffs of vegetable origin, additives and premixtures, shall include the sensory examination, sampling and laboratory tests to ascertain that the products or other goods satisfy the import conditions and are in a fit state to be used for the purpose specified in the veterinary certificate or other accompanying documents;

c)
feedingstuffs of vegetable origin, additives and premixtures shall include the sensory examination and laboratory tests in accordance with specific legal rules4).

(4)
Where it is suspected that the import conditions have not been complied with or there is doubt as to the identity or state of the checked goods, the authorities carrying out the border veterinary check shall carry out any other investigations they deem appropriate for responsible fulfilment of the purpose of the check.

(5)
Where the authorities carrying out the border veterinary check establish
a)
that the checked goods are dangerous for animal or human health, they shall
1.
specify appropriate suitable measures to avoid further action and spreading of danger for animal or human health,

2.
inform the other border inspection posts and the Commission of the fact established and of the measures taken;

b)
serious or repeated shortcomings in the operation of any border inspection post of another Member State, they shall take appropriate measures to inform the Commission and the Member States of these shortcomings.

(6)
The implementing legal rule shall lay down
a)
location of border inspection posts and details concerning their essential material equipment and staff;

b)
place and way of performance of the border veterinary check, including specification of procedures in the event of check on veterinary goods which are intended to be imported through another border inspection post or intended to another Member State, measures to be taken by authorities carrying out a border veterinary check pursuant to finding that the import conditions are not met, as well as procedures for checking feedingstuffs of vegetable origin, additives or premixtures, including the specification of documents to accompany such feedingstuffs, additives and premixtures;

c)
range and other details of the information the authorities carrying out veterinary checks shall communicate by means of remote data transmission without delay;

d)
range of assistance the importer or his representative have to give to the authorities carrying out a border veterinary check
.

Import of animals

§ 34

(1)
Entry into the territory of the Czech Republic of animals imported from third countries may not be permitted where

a)
animals come from a third country or part of a third country not included in the list of the third countries and parts of third countries from which imports of animals of the species involved are authorized, or animals come from a third country or part of a third country from which any import of animals of the species involved is prohibited;

b)
animals do not meet the import conditions or they present a risk for animal or human health;

c)
the veterinary certificate or other accompanying document does not comply with the requirements set for the documents accompanying animals imported from third countries.

(2)
If the animals are to be placed in quarantine or isolation, such quarantine or isolation may take place either at the border inspection post itself or in its immediate vicinity, or at a quarantine centre or on the holding at the place of destination.

(3)
Costs of the placing and keeping the animals in quarantine or isolation which take place at the border inspection post itself shall be borne by the transporter or his representative without being entitled to the compensation from the state; costs of the placing and keeping the animals in quarantine or isolation in another cases shall be borne by the consignee without being entitled to the compensation from the state.

(4)
Trade in animals which were imported from a third country, passed through the border inspection post and were released for free circulation shall be governed by the rules laid down in Title IV, Section 1; the veterinary check shall be carried out on these animals on arrival at destination if required by circumstances.

(5)
The implementing legal rule shall lay down

a)
details concerning reasons for non-permission of entry into the territory of the Czech Republic of animals of particular species imported from third countries;

b)
placing of animals imported from third countries in quarantine or isolation and technical conditions for approval of the quarantine centre.

§ 35

(1)
Where the border veterinary check shows that animals imported from a third country do not satisfy the import conditions or reveals another failure or irregularity, the authorities carrying out the border veterinary check, after consultation with the importer or his representative, shall

a)
order 

1.
to shelter, water and feed and, if necessary, also treat the animals; or

2.
to place the animals in quarantine or isolation, or

b)
decide 

1.
to re-dispatch, within the specified time limit, the animals where this is not precluded by their health status or welfare requirements and, at the same time, they shall cancel the veterinary certificate or other accompanying document which accompanies the rejected consignment, or
2.
to subject the animals to veterinary examination and, according to results of the veterinary examination, to slaughter them for human consumption or to kill them. 

(2)
The importer or his representative shall, without being entitled to the compensation from the state, bear the costs incurred in the measures provided for in paragraph 1 after deduction of the yield which may result from the sale of the animal products obtained by the slaughter of the animal.

Import of animal products

§ 36

(1)
Animal products imported from third countries and introduced into the territory of the Czech Republic without being presented for the border veterinary check must be seized and either safely disposed of or redispatched.

(2)
Where the border veterinary check shows that animal products imported from a third country do not satisfy the import conditions or reveals another failure or irregularity, the authorities carrying out the border veterinary check, after consultation with the importer or his representative, shall decide that the products

a)
will be redispatched from the same border inspection post and – if possible – using the same means of transport, within a maximum time limit of 60 days, where this is not precluded by the result of the border veterinary check or by animal and public health requirements. In this case, the authorities carrying out the border veterinary check shall also cancel the veterinary certificate or other accompanying document which accompanies the rejected consignment, or – if redispatch of the animal products is impossible or the 60-day time limit has elapsed or the importer or his representative gives his immediate agreement –

b)
will be safely disposed of.

(3)
Pending redispatch or safe disposal, the animal products must be under the state veterinary supervision.

(4)
Paragraph 2 shall not apply where the use of the animal products for other purpose has been permitted, provided that there is no risk to animal or human health.

(5)
The importer or his representative shall, without being entitled to the compensation from the state, bear the costs incurred in the measures provided for in paragraphs 1 to 3.

§ 37

(1)
Animal products imported from a third country and intended for a free zone, a free warehouse19) or a customs warehouse20) shall be from the viewpoint of the border veterinary check regarded as goods destined for release into free circulation on the territory of the Czech Republic or another Member State if they are not unambiguously intended for another end-use. Therefore the products shall undergo, at the border inspection post, a border veterinary check in order to determine whether or not they comply with the import conditions.

(2)
Re-importation of the animal products which were refused by a third country may be authorized if the products

a)
are accompanied by the original veterinary certificate or a copy authenticated by the authority which issued the certificate, together with details of the reasons for refusal of the consignment and a guarantee that the products have not undergone any handling and that the veterinary conditions governing the storage and transport have been complied with and in case of sealed containers, by the declaration of the transporter stating that the products have not undergone any handling and that the content of containers has not been unloaded;

b)
undergo a documentary and identity check and, if any doubts arise about their compliance with the specified import conditions, a physical check;

c)
were returned directly to the establishment, plant or other facility of origin and, if transit across the territory of another Member State is involved, it has been authorized by the official veterinarian of the border inspection post where the products first arrive in the territories of the Member States.

(3)
Persons who directly supply vessels involved in the international sea transport with animal products intended for consumption by the crew and passengers must 

a)
be approved for this purpose by the regional veterinary administration and registered;

b)
have rooms for the storage of animal products, with entrances and exits under control;

c)
ensure that they cannot release the animal products not complying with the specified conditions for consumption into the territory of the Czech Republic or another Member State.

(4)
Trade in animal products which were imported from a third country, passed through the border inspection post and were released for free circulation shall be governed by the rules laid down in Title IV, Section 1; the veterinary check shall be carried out on such animal products on arrival at destination if required by circumstances. 

(5)
The implementing legal rule shall lay down

a)
specific requirements for import of various animal products from third countries, including requirements for import of products intended for a free zone, a free warehouse or a customs warehouse, and for border veterinary check on the products;

b)
details concerning re-importation of the animal products refused by a third country and direct supplies of animal products intended for consumption by the crew and passengers to vessels involved in the international sea transport
a) .

§ 38

Transit of animals and animal products from third countries

(1)
The provisions of § 32, 33, 35 and 36 shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to transit of checked goods from one third country to another third country (hereinafter referred to as the “transit“) across the territory of the Czech Republic.

(2)
Transit of animals may be authorized provided that

a)
such animals come from a country whose animals are not prohibited to enter the territory of the Czech Republic and that the animals meet, according to results of the border veterinary check, the import conditions or the conditions at least equivalent or that such transit has been previously authorized by the official veterinarian of the border inspection post of the Member State in the territory of which the animals have been presented for the border veterinary check;

b)
in compliance with the local legal provisions, a document is supplied stating that the first third country to which the animals are being sent after transit through the territory of the Czech Republic, undertakes under no circumstances to reject or to send back the animals and undertakes to comply the requirements for protection of animals during transport;

c)
animals are transported in a way and under conditions which comply with the veterinary requirements for their transportation and that the only operations carried out during transport – as far as handling the animals is concerned – are that carried out at the point of entry into or exit from the territory of the Czech Republic and operations necessary to ensure the animals’ welfare;

d)
information on the fact that the animals have passed through the border inspection post is, by means of remote data transmission, forwarded to the competent authorities of the states of transit and to the border inspection post of exit from the territories of Member States.

(3)
Transit of animal products may be authorized provided that

a)
such products come from a third country whose products are not prohibited to enter the territory of the Czech Republic and that the products meet, according to results of the border veterinary check, the import conditions or that such transit has been previously authorized by the official veterinarian of the border inspection post of the Member State in the territory of which the products have been presented for the border veterinary check; 

b)
the person responsible for the consignment of the products undertakes to repossess the consignment if it is rejected and to treat the products in accordance with § 36 and to pay fees for the border veterinary check.

(4)
The implementing legal rule shall lay down details concerning permission of transit of various types of checked goods.

§ 38a

(1)
The provisions of § 32 to 38 shall not apply to import or transit of animals and animal products provided that

a)
the animals and products are considered to be goods of non-commercial character21) and are imported or transited within the travel intercourse as travellers’ luggage, an express parcel, on airwaybill or are conveyed by the postal services operator;

b)
no risk of intrusion of animal contagious diseases or diseases communicable from animals to man and no danger to human health caused by health unsafe animal products are connected with such import or transit;

c)
animal products cannot be used for purposes other than those for which they are imported.

(2)
The implementing legal rule shall lay down cases in which the provisions of paragraph 1 shall not apply to imported or transited animals and animal products.

§ 38b

Export of animals and animal products to third countries

(1)
The veterinary certificate shall be required for export to third countries of checked goods. Document on veterinary conditions the compliance of which is required by the state of import or transit must be, in an authenticated translation, submitted together with the application of the exporter for the veterinary certificate.

(2)
The implementing legal rule shall lay down a time limit during which it is possible to apply for the veterinary certificate for export, details and validity period of the certificate and how and on the basis of what the certificate shall be issued.

§ 38c

(1)
For transport of checked goods when imported, exported or transited, only such means of transport, facilities and packagings/containers may be used which comply with the veterinary requirements laid down for the national transport of goods of the same type.

(2)
Watering and feeding animals at the border inspection post or at other places during transport must be carried out so that transported animals cannot come into direct or indirect contact with the inland animals.

(3)
The transporter shall carry out the transport of checked goods at inland territory as quickly as possible and, if possible, without transloading. The imported animals for slaughter must be transported directly to a slaughterhouse and be slaughtered without delay.

(4)
If duration of transport of the exported animals is to exceed 8 hours, the transporter, in agreement with the consignor, shall draw up a route plan.

(5)
The implementing legal rule shall lay down time limits, from arrival to the slaughterhouse, for the slaughter of the imported animals for slaughter of particular species.

§ 38d

(1)
Specific legal rules concerning import and export of animals22) shall apply without prejudice.

(2)
Goods exempted from the customs checks in accordance with customs rules23) shall not be subject to the border veterinary check.

TITLE  V

veterinary  sanitation

§ 39

(1)
Veterinary sanitation activities comprise:

a)
collection, transport, safe disposal and further processing of confiscates of animal origin;

b)
disinfection, deratization, disinsectization and, if appropriate, deodorization;

c)
capturing of stray animals and their placing in quarantine.

(2)
Confiscates of animal origin unfit for feeding animals or further processing must be safely disposed of without delay (buried at a designated place or burnt).

(3)
High-risk confiscates of animal origin may be safely disposed of and further processed, in such a way that guarantees the destruction of disease causative agents, only in a plant that has been approved for the purpose by the State Veterinary Administration and is under the state veterinary supervision. The specified risk material must be stained with a dye, kept and registered separately, transported separately and processed separately in a specified way.

(4)
Low-risk confiscates of animal origin may also be processed in a petfood plant or in a plant preparing technical or pharmaceutical products. Petfood may only be manufactured from low-risk confiscates of animal origin.

(5)
The mixture of high-risk confiscates of animal origin processed together with low-risk confiscates of animal origin shall always be deemed to be high-risk confiscates of animal origin.

(6)
Veterinary sanitation activities listed in paragraph 1 may only be performed on the basis of authorization granted by the competent veterinary administration authority.

(7)
Only preparations for disinfection, disinsectization and deratization that have been authorized in accordance with this Act or specific legal rules9a) may be used for special preventive disinfection, disinsectization and deratization pursuant to this Act which means the professional activities aimed at destruction of disease causative agents and their vectors and arthropods, rodents and other animals harmful from animal and public health viewpoints; the instructions given by manufacturers of these preparations must be observed. The qualification for the performance of such activities shall be governed by specific legal rules23a).

§ 40

(1)
Keepers and persons handling animal products shall be obliged to ensure that confiscates of animal origin arisen in connection with their activities are safely disposed of. Save as otherwise provided, they shall be obliged 

a)
to report immediately the presence of confiscates of animal origin to a person who pursues collection and transport of the confiscates. This obligation shall not apply to the keeper or person handling animal products when they have agreed with the person authorized for veterinary sanitation activities upon the regular (periodical) collection and transport of confiscates of animal origin;

b)
until the confiscates of animal origin are collected and transported, to sort, store safely and, if necessary, treat the confiscates in a way as to prevent them from theft and to eliminate any risk to human and animal health or to the environment at places approved for this purpose by the regional veterinary administration. The specified risk material must be stained with a dye and kept and registered separately;

c)
to forward the confiscates of animal origin to a person who pursues collection and transport of the confiscates, to pay an agreed price to such person for the collection and safe disposal and further processing of confiscates of animal origin, to provide such person with necessary co-operation and assistance, particularly in bringing cadavers to the places accessible for means of transport and in their loading.

(2)
Furthermore, the keepers and persons handling animal products at whom confiscates of animal origin usually appear shall be obliged 

a)
to install impermeable rendering boxes for the short-term storage of confiscates of animal origin which are closable and easy to clean and disinfect and to clean and disinfect them after each evacuation;

b)
to place rendering boxes suitably with regards to both their separation from other processing areas and loading and transport of confiscates of animal origin.

(3)
Where a keeper is not known, the report obligation provided for in paragraph 1 (a) shall pass to the person who owns or administers the place where the cadaver has been found. In such case, the municipality shall pay the costs of safe disposal of the cadaver.

(4)
In special cases, the keeper himself may safely dispose of the cadaver of a pet on his own land provided that the cadaver is not from an animal belonging to ruminants or from a pig and/or from an animal infected by any dangerous contagious disease or suspected of being infected; such a cadaver shall be deemed to be a low-risk confiscate of animal origin if the competent veterinary administration authority did not decide otherwise from epidemiological reasons. In such cases, the safe disposal means incineration or burial at the place appropriate for the purpose with regards to both protection of human and animal health and protection of environment, to the depth of at least 80 cm and using disinfectants.

(5)
The entrepreneur who handles animal products may, with consent of the regional veterinary administration and under conditions laid down by this authority, process, at his own facility, low-risk confiscates of animal origin that arose in connection with his activities.

§ 41

(1)
The person authorized for veterinary sanitation activities shall be obliged to perform these activities so that any risks to human and animal health, cruelty to animals and damage of the environment are avoided. Furthermore, the person whose object of activity consists of collection, transport, safe disposal and further processing of confiscates of animal origin (hereinafter referred to as the “rendering plant“) shall be obliged 

a)
to ensure that reports on the presence of confiscates of animal origin are accepted continuously and to collect and transport the confiscates within 24 hours after report on the need of collection and in the case of public interest, without any delay;

b)
for a price agreed in accordance with specific legal rules24) and from the specified territorial area (area of collection), to collect, transport, safely dispose of or further process

1.
any high-risk confiscates of animal origin,

2.
low-risk confiscates of animal origin if they have not been safely disposed of or further processed in accordance with this Act in another way;

c)
to transport the specified risk material separately and to dispose of the specified risk material safely and separately, using appropriate temperature and pressure;

d)
to subject to further processing only confiscates of animal origin that have been deprived of disease causative agents by sterilisation or any other appropriate method;

e)
to meet animal and public health requirements for collection, transport, safe disposal and further processing of confiscates of animal origin, to identify the critical points for each technological process, to carry out checks on these points, to keep records of the checks, to retain the records for a period of at least two years and to submit them to the authorities performing the state veterinary supervision at their request;

f)
to follow the protection and eradication measures imposed in the event of eradication of a dangerous contagious disease and its consequences;

g)
to draw up operational rules and to submit them to the regional veterinary administration for approval before commencement of the operation;

h)
to create conditions, including free-of-charge provision of a suitable room for the pathological autopsies of cadavers (hereinafter referred to as the “veterinary prosector’s activity“) to be carried out by the regional veterinary administration.

(2)
Confiscates of animal origin admitted to the rendering plant for safe disposal or further processing are prohibited to leave premises of the plant without consent of the regional veterinary administration unless they are transported to another rendering plant.

(3)
A place designated for safe disposal of confiscates of animal origin by burying (hereinafter referred to as the “burial place“), a facility designated for safe disposal and further processing of confiscates of animal origin or place designated for burying or incinerating cadavers of pets shall be established, after opinions of the regional authority, the municipal authority or authority of a military area and the regional veterinary administration are delivered, at the place 

a)
sufficiently far from places where farm animals are kept;

b)
where the environment cannot be affected by such activities.

(4)
The facility designated for safe disposal and further processing of confiscates of animal origin shall be equipped and maintained so as to enable safe operation and safe disposal and processing of confiscates and, where appropriate, placing on the market of the products that do not contain forbidden amounts of harmful substances and pathogenic micro-organisms. No products intended for human consumption may be produced at such facility.

(5)
The implementing legal rule shall lay down

a)
confiscates of animal origin that are the high-risk confiscates and those that are the low-risk confiscates; a place and way of their safe disposal and further processing;

b)
high-risk confiscates of animal origin deemed to be the specified risk material; a place and way of their safe disposal;

c)
animal and public health requirements for

1.
transport of confiscates of animal origin and for means of transport intended for such transport,

2.
safe disposal and further processing of confiscates of animal origin, for burial places, for arrangement and equipment of facilities designated for safe disposal and further processing of confiscates of animal origin and for facilities (places) designated for burying or incinerating cadavers of pets;

d)
when and which confiscates of animal origin may be used for feeding animals and for scientific purposes;

e)
how the persons authorized for veterinary sanitation activities shall carry out their own checks on the hygiene of conditions of further processing of confiscates of animal origin, and how and in which extent the authorities performing the state veterinary supervision shall carry out the checks on further processing of confiscates of animal origin.

§ 42

(1)
A person authorized for activities referred to in § 39 (1) (c) shall carry out

a)
within the protection and eradication measures, the capturing of stray dogs and cats or other animals susceptible to a dangerous contagious disease at the place and time of a ban on free movement of animals;

b)
at the request of the municipal authority, the Police of the Czech Republic or the municipal police and in co-operation with them, the capturing of stray dogs and cats or other animals and their placing in quarantine if the capturing is in the interest of the human and animal health protection or in other public interest.

(2)
Also the natural person who attended a professional training course on capturing and handling stray animals, passed the final examination before the board of the regional veterinary administration and obtained the certificate qualifying the person for such activities may carry out the capturing of stray dogs and cats or other animals pursuant to paragraph 1.

(3)
The person referred to in paragraph 1 or 2 shall

a)
hand over the captured animal to the keeper who is obliged 

1.
to keep the animal in quarantine in accordance with the instructions of the regional veterinary administration for the necessary period of time,

2.
to compensate the costs spent for the capturing and temporary care of the animal;

b)
kill the captured animal when the regional veterinary administration decided so for epidemiological or diagnostic reasons if required by the nature of a dangerous contagious disease and by circumstances of the case; the costs of animal killing6) shall be paid by the state.

(4)
Where a keeper the captured animal should be returned to in accordance with paragraph 2 (a) is not known or where the animal cannot be returned to the keeper for another reason, the person referred to in paragraph 1 or 2

a)
shall offer the captured animal to a civic association involved in tasks of the protection of animals, or

b)
shall place the captured animal into a refuge for captured and derelict animals.

(5)
The implementing legal rule shall lay down organization, content and conditions of a professional training course on capturing and handling stray animals and organization and content of a final examination.

title  VI

state  administration  IN  THE  FIELD  OF  veterinary  care

§ 43

State administration authorities in the field of veterinary care
State administration in the field of veterinary care shall be performed by

a)
the Ministry;

b)
the Ministry of Defence and the Ministry of Interior;

c)
municipalities;

d)
veterinary administration authorities.

§ 44

(1)
The Ministry

a)
shall establish the principal trends and tasks of veterinary care and control their implementation;

b)
shall govern the execution of the state administration in the field of veterinary care and decide on appeals against decisions of the State Veterinary Administration;

c)
shall approve the disease control and eradication programmes and the principles for elaboration of contingency plans for the event of presence of certain dangerous contagious diseases and diseases communicable from animals to man and of emergency situations (hereinafter referred to as the “contingency plans”);

d)
shall specify, on the basis of epidemiological situation and its expected development and with regard to special veterinary guarantees required in connection with international trade in animals and animal products, the compulsory preventive and diagnostic actions for prevention of any outbreak and spread of contagious diseases and diseases communicable from animals to man as well as for their eradication to be carried out in particular calendar year and shall specify which of these actions and in which extent are to be paid from the national budget. Bovine tuberculosis, bovine brucellosis, enzootic bovine leukosis, porcine brucellosis and Aujeszky’s disease in swine shall always be included in a group of diseases connected with such actions;

e)
shall co-ordinate the activities of the state administration central authorities when performing tasks relating to prevention of any outbreak and spread of dangerous contagious diseases and to their eradication;

f)
may amend or repeal the emergency veterinary measures declared by the State Veterinary Administration and lasting more than 15 days;

g)
shall decide on compensation of costs and losses incurred in connection with dangerous contagious diseases.

(2)
The Ministry shall establish the state veterinary institutes and the institute for scientific and research activities in the field of veterinary medicine and, on a proposal from the State Veterinary Administration, shall approve national reference laboratories; a list of the national reference laboratories shall be published in the Journal of the Ministry of Agriculture.

(3)
The Minister of Agriculture shall, in agreement with the state administration central authorities charged with certain tasks relating to prevention of any outbreak and spread of dangerous contagious diseases and to their eradication, establish the Central Disease Commission as the Minister’s permanent advisory body.

§ 45

The Ministry of Defence and the Ministry of Interior shall, within their scope of authority,

a)
organize the implementation of emergency veterinary measures imposed by other authorities and take their own emergency veterinary measures in agreement with those authorities;

b)
carry out, in co-operation with the veterinary administration authorities, compulsory preventive, diagnostic and therapeutic actions for prevention of any outbreak and spread of dangerous contagious diseases and for their eradication and other professional veterinary activities necessary for the veterinary supervision of health, heredity of health and reproduction hygiene;

c)
perform the state veterinary supervision and take measures to remove revealed shortcomings: the Ministry of Defence in buildings and land important for the state defence24a) and the Ministry of Interior in facilities operated by it in connection with the performance of its tasks;

d)
provide the veterinary administration authorities with information important as regards prevention of any outbreak and spread of dangerous contagious diseases and care of health safety of animal products.

§ 46

The municipality

a)
shall approve, when the veterinary conditions have been set down, the places where animal gatherings and markets intended for sale of animal products may take place and shall permit their performance;

b)
shall issue, on a proposal from the regional veterinary administration, municipal ordinances25) introducing emergency veterinary measures, shall repeal such ordinances and shall supervise their implementation. However, this shall not apply to Prague the Capital where the emergency veterinary measures shall always be declared and repealed by the Municipal Veterinary Administration in Prague;

c)
singly or in co-operation with another municipality or person, may establish and operate a refuge for derelict animals captured in accordance with § 42 (1);

d)
shall pay the costs connected with the capturing and keeping in quarantine of the animal captured in accordance with § 42 if a keeper is unknown.

§ 47

Veterinary administration authorities

(1)
Veterinary administration authorities are following:

a)
the State Veterinary Administration which shall perform activities at whole territory of the Czech Republic;

b)
regional veterinary administrations established for territorial areas of regions7a) where they shall perform the state administration in the field of veterinary care, and the Municipal Veterinary Administration in Prague which shall perform activities of a regional veterinary administration on the territory of Prague the Capital. The regional veterinary administrations have their inspectorates in districts;

c)
the Institute for the State Control of Veterinary Biologicals and Medicaments (hereinafter referred to as the “Institute“).

(2)
Veterinary administration authorities are the administration authorities and accounting units.

(3)
Director General of the State Veterinary Administration (hereinafter referred to as the “Chief Veterinary Officer“) shall be appointed and suspended in accordance with the Service Act25a).

(4)
Directors of the regional veterinary administrations shall be appointed and suspended in accordance with the Service Act25a). Directors of the state veterinary institutes shall be appointed and suspended by the Chief Veterinary Officer.

§ 48

State Veterinary Administration

(1)
The State Veterinary Administration shall

a)
draw up concepts for the protection of animal health and care of health safety of animal products and plans for monitoring of certain substances and their residues and shall ensure that they are implemented;

b)
submit to the Ministry for approval drafts of animal disease control and eradication programmes, including proposals for their financing and shall ensure that they are implemented; it shall submit to the Ministry for approval drafts of principles for elaboration of contingency plans and – after consulting the Agrarian Chamber if farm animals are concerned – proposals for laying down compulsory preventive and diagnostic actions for prevention of any outbreak and spread of contagious diseases and diseases communicable from animals to man and for their eradication other than these mentioned in the second sentence of § 44 (1) (d). In the event of an emergency situation, it shall organize the operation of centres for eradication of dangerous contagious diseases;

c)
draw up and update national contingency plans and publish them in the Journal of the Ministry of Agriculture, co-ordinate the performance of compulsory preventive and diagnostic actions for prevention of any outbreak and spread of contagious diseases and diseases communicable from animals to man and for their eradication, declare and repeal or, if appropriate, derogate from emergency veterinary measures which are of the national character or which involve territorial areas of more than one region, and supervise the implementation of the measures;

d)
govern regional veterinary administrations, decide on appeals against their decisions and decisions of the Institute;

e)
govern state veterinary institutes and co-ordinate their professional activities, propose the national reference laboratories to the Ministry for approval, approve reference laboratories and guide and co-ordinate their activities;

f)
perform the state veterinary supervision and issue binding instructions for removal of revealed shortcomings; authorize, in accordance with the legislation of the European Communities in the cases and under the conditions laid down in implementing legal rules, mitigating derogations from veterinary requirements laid down for animal health and its protection, animal products and arrangement and equipment of establishments where such products are handled;

g)
issue binding opinions in cases it reserves their issuance, assess and approve from veterinary point of view procedures and facilities for heat treatment of milk, examine whether a border inspection post meets the requirements for location, material equipment and staff of the border veterinary inspection post, suspend operation of a border inspection post, particularly on public or animal health grounds;

h)
set down the veterinary conditions to be met for permission of the animal gathering with international participation;

i)
give its consent, from the health safety viewpoint, to biological testing of feedingstuffs that have not been used yet and production, import and placing on the market of such feedingstuffs;

j)
keep and publish on the website of the State Veterinary Administration lists of approved and registered or, where appropriate, authorized

1.
participants of the surveillance network, markets, assembly centres, quarantine centres and other facilities participating in placing on the market of animals, in trade in animals or in imports or exports of animals,

2.
establishments, plants and other facilities participating in production, processing and placing on the market of animal products, in trade in animal products or in imports or exports of animal products,

3.
persons who as entrepreneurs10) transport animal products, and dealers (§ 9b),

4.
third countries or parts of third countries from which imports of animals and animal products to the Czech Republic are authorized,

5.
holdings, quarantine stations, establishments and other facilities in third countries from which imports of animals and animal products to the Czech Republic are authorized,

6.
veterinary laboratories, rendering plants and facilities for the safe disposal and further processing of high-risk confiscates of animal origin,

7.
free zones, free warehouses and customs warehouses;

k)
issue, by means of methodical instructions and in compliance with legislation of the European Communities, model veterinary certificates;
l)
grant, modify and withdraw authorization of natural and legal persons for

1.
laboratory or other veterinary diagnostic activities, results of which are to be used for the state veterinary supervision purposes,

2.
operating a rendering plant;

m)
in co-operation with other veterinary administration authorities, collect, process and evaluate information from the field of veterinary care, including data which the Czech Republic has undertaken to forward to international organizations with regard to its membership there, keep, operate and develop the information system in the field of veterinary care in compliance with specific legal rules25b) and with obligatory standards, organize the use of the information system by the veterinary administration authorities for performance of their tasks and ensure that the information system is functionally integrated into the international information systems in the field of veterinary care;

n)
organize the attestation study of official veterinarians and confer attestations, organize professional training of veterinary auxiliaries;

o)
co-operate with

1.
the Agrarian Chamber, the Food Chamber, the Chamber of Veterinarians of the Czech Republic (hereinafter referred to as the “Chamber“) and with other professional interest associations as well as with the University of Veterinary and Pharmaceutical Sciences Brno in the matters concerning their activities and shared interests,

2.
authorities of the European Union and with the Member States; it shall give them necessary assistance and required information from the field of its activities,

3.
foreign veterinary services and relevant international organizations;

p)
perform other tasks laid down in this Act or in specific legal rules1).

(2)
The implementing legal rule shall lay down particular requirements for equipment, way and organization of operation of the information system in the field of veterinary care.

§ 49

Regional veterinary administration

(1)
The regional veterinary administration 

a)
shall draw up and update regional contingency plans and control their implementation;

b)
shall organize the performance of compulsory preventive and diagnostic actions for prevention of any outbreak and spread of contagious diseases and for their eradication and determine the time limits for keepers to submit the results of examinations of animals, health tests and compulsory preventive and diagnostic actions as referred to in § 5 (1) (a) and perform tasks resulting for it from a plan for monitoring of certain substances and their residues;

c)
shall declare emergency veterinary measures in the territorial area it administers or in a part of this area extending over the territorial area of the municipality, repeal the declared emergency veterinary measures or, if appropriate, derogate from or repeal some of them, and supervise the implementation of the declared measures;

d)
shall decide to impose emergency veterinary measures enjoining obligations to individually specified natural or legal persons, to repeal the imposed measures or, if appropriate, to derogate from or repeal some of them, and supervise the implementation of the imposed measures;

e)
pursuant to the results of preliminary examination of animals, shall notify the State Veterinary Administration of any suspected presence of a dangerous contagious disease and notify the competent regional office, municipality, body of the Police of the Czech Republic and the locally competent Chamber authority of the presence of such disease when confirmed; any occurrence of a disease communicable from animals to man shall be notified also to the competent hygiene service authority;

f)
may order, for epidemiological reasons, the keeper to bring an animal for veterinary examination, preventive vaccination or other professional veterinary action and shall set down the conditions of quarantine and isolation;

g)
shall perform the state veterinary supervision and issue binding instructions for removal of revealed shortcomings; it shall authorize, in accordance with the legislation of the European Communities in the cases and under the conditions laid down in implementing legal rules, mitigating derogations from veterinary requirements laid down for animal health and its protection, animal products and arrangement and equipment of establishments where such products are handled;

h)
shall approve and register

1.
participants of the surveillance network, markets, assembly centres, quarantine centres and other facilities participating in placing on the market of animals, in trade in animals or in imports or exports of animals,

2.
establishments, plants and other facilities participating in production, processing and placing on the market of animal products, in trade in animal products or in imports or exports of animal products,

3.
persons who as entrepreneurs10) transport animal products, and dealers (§ 9b),

4.
private veterinarians for assembly centres and for certain activities;

i)
shall issue binding opinions for the area planning, building and building approval procedures;

j)
shall set down the veterinary conditions to be met for permission of the animal gathering in which only animals kept in the Czech Republic will take part, and the veterinary conditions for experiments on animals;

k)
shall set down, for persons who produce, process, import, treat, store, transport, place on the market and use feedingstuffs of animal origin, the veterinary conditions for the use of such feedingstuffs in order to avoid any influence of factors which could unfavourably affect their health safety. For feedingstuffs that have been treated using substances harmful to human or animal health or substances otherwise unfavourably affecting the animal products, or feedingstuffs to which such substances have been added in accordance with approved technological process and that may be therefore used for feeding animals only when determined withdrawal period has elapsed, it shall, if necessary, determine the withdrawal period or other veterinary conditions and measures and control their observance;

l)
shall issue veterinary certificates when veterinary checks are completed and shall be responsible for completeness and correctness of the certificates;

m)
shall carry out the inspection of animals for slaughter and meat and the veterinary examination of other animal products and decide on their fitness for use (for human consumption), examine the system of own checks on the hygiene of conditions of production of entrepreneurs10) referred to in § 22;

n)
shall carry out veterinary checks on arrival at destination and if comprises a border inspection post, border veterinary checks as well;

o)
shall carry out veterinary prosector’s activities at rendering plants if execution of the state veterinary supervision so requires;

p)
shall register leavers of vocational veterinary secondary or higher schools who are authorized to carry out certain professional veterinary actions on entrepreneurial basis (hereinafter referred to as “private veterinary technicians“);

r)
shall grant, modify and withdraw authorization of natural and legal persons for veterinary sanitation activities other than authorization for operating a rendering plant;

s)
shall impose fines for evading or infringements of the obligations, requirements or conditions laid down in this Act;

t)
shall perform other tasks laid down in this Act or specific legal rules1).

(2)
Director of the regional veterinary administration shall establish a disease commission as his advisory body.

Authorization for certain professional veterinary activities

§ 50

(1)
The State Veterinary Administration may grant authorization for laboratory or other veterinary diagnostic activities, results of which are to be used for the state veterinary supervision purposes, or authorization for operating a rendering plant to the person more than 18 years of age, blameless, who has legal capacity and professional qualification for such activities and who shall carry out the activities at the environment and under animal and public health conditions corresponding, pursuant to the opinion of the competent regional veterinary administration, to the type and range of the activities.

(2)
If a legal person is concerned, the conditions provided for in paragraph 1 have to be met by its professional representative.

(3)
For the purposes of this Act, a person shall be considered to be blameless if he has not been sentenced, during the last ten years, for an intentional offence or, during the last five years, for a negligent offence committed in connection with professional veterinary activities.

(4)
The type and range of activities and the professional representative and if a rendering plant is concerned, also the territorial area where the activities are to be carried out (area of collection) must be specified in authorization;

(5)
The State Veterinary Administration may modify or withdraw authorization when the activities have not been carried out properly and/or the conditions under which authorization was granted have changed.

§ 51

(1)
The regional veterinary administration may grant authorization for veterinary sanitation activities other than for operating a rendering plant to the person who meets the conditions laid down in § 50 (1), (2) and (3).

(2)
The type and range of activities and if collection and transport of confiscates of animal origin are concerned, also the place of safe disposal or further processing of confiscates must be specified in authorization.

(3)
The provisions of § 50 (5) shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to modification or withdrawal of authorization provided for in paragraph 1. 

(4)
The implementing legal rule shall lay down details of application for authorization provided for in § 50 (1) and details of application for authorization provided for in paragraph 1. 

§ 51a

National reference laboratories and reference laboratories

(1)
The Ministry shall approve national reference laboratories in order to improve, co-ordinate and unify laboratory and diagnostic activities; it may withdraw approval if the activities have not been carried out properly and/or the conditions under which approval was granted have changed.

(2)
The State Veterinary Administration shall approve reference laboratories in the field of veterinary care for the activities for which the Ministry has not approved any national reference laboratory. The provisions of paragraph 1 shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to reference laboratories.

(3)
The implementing legal rule shall lay down requirements for material equipment and staff of a national reference laboratory and a reference laboratory and requirements for orientation, organization and methods of their activities.

State veterinary supervision

§ 52

(1)
When performing the state veterinary supervision, the veterinary administration authorities shall 

a)
supervise whether the obligations, requirements and conditions laid down in this Act or specific legal rules1) or on their basis and within limits specified by them are complied with and detect shortcomings, their causes and persons responsible for such shortcomings;

b)
discuss and, if necessary, order by means of binding instructions ways and time limits for removal of the revealed shortcomings;

c)
monitor the epidemiological situation in wild animals’ environment.

(2)
The veterinary supervision of health, heredity of health and reproduction hygiene, supervision of identification and registration of animals at farms, slaughterhouses and rendering plants, veterinary supervision of health safety of feedingstuffs, inspection of animals for slaughter and meat, border veterinary checks and veterinary checks on arrival at destination are specific forms of the state veterinary supervision.

(3)
The state veterinary supervision of meat and milk production and processing and eggs processing shall be performed constantly.

(4)
If the result of laboratory examination of samples is to be a basis for decision of the veterinary administration authority, such result must be a result of the examination carried out by the state veterinary institute, national reference laboratory, reference laboratory or laboratory having the accreditation certificate17a) for the relevant group of examinations and authorized for veterinary laboratory diagnostic activities by the State Veterinary Administration, or by the reference laboratory of the European Union.

(5)
The provisions of paragraphs 1 to 4 shall apply to the state veterinary supervision performed by the Ministry of Defence and the Ministry of Interior.

§ 53

(1)
Official veterinarians of the veterinary administration authorities and veterinarians of the Ministry of Defence and the Ministry of Interior charged with performance of the state veterinary supervision (hereinafter referred to as “veterinary inspectors“) shall be authorized, when performing the supervision, 

a)
to enter the lands, operational, storage and other premises, facilities and means of transport used by the checked persons for activities subject to the state veterinary supervision and in the case of border veterinary checks, the bonded areas of border customs offices, and to carry out necessary operations and investigations there;

b)
to require necessary documents, information and oral or written explanation and to make photographic documentation relating to the object of supervision and to the checked persons;

c)
to take samples for laboratory examination in necessary quantities and to necessary extent. Save as otherwise provided below, no compensation shall be provided for the samples taken;

d)
to verify the identity of checked persons;

e)
to require the submission of a written report on removal of revealed shortcomings;

f)
if the remedy desired cannot be achieved in another way, in particular by means of binding instructions for removal of revealed shortcomings,

1.
to destroy on the spot and safely dispose of the animal products which are not health safe, or to order their destruction and safe disposal, in both cases at the expense of the checked person,

2.
to restrict or prohibit production or placing on the market of animal products if the hygiene conditions of production laid down in this Act or specific legal rules26) are not complied with and the animal products do not comply with the requirements laid down in this Act or specific legal rules26).

(2)
Veterinary inspectors shall be obliged to

a)
save legitimate rights and interests of the checked persons;

b)
keep in confidence any facts constituting the subject of commercial and service secret they may have learnt when performing the supervision27);

c)
prove their identity using their service identity cards;

d)
draw up a record of performed sampling, revealed shortcomings and measures referred to in paragraph 1 (f).

(3)
The checked persons shall be obliged to create appropriate conditions for the state veterinary supervision performance and to provide veterinary inspectors with necessary co-operation and assistance, in particular to enable them to enter the places used for activities of the checked persons in accordance with this Act and to take samples.

(4)
For samples taken on sale of foodstuffs of animal origin in accordance with specific legal rules28), a compensation shall be provided to the checked person amounting to the price for which the food product from which the sample was taken is sold by the checked person. The compensation shall not be provided if the food product does not comply with the requirements laid down in specific legal rules28).

(5)
Where the veterinary inspector reveals that the obligations laid down for a cattle keeper in § 5 (1) (f) are infringed, the regional veterinary administration may impose special measures to the cattle keeper; the following may be imposed as the special measures:

a)
killing of an animal if its identification cannot be proved within two working days. No compensation shall be provided to the keeper for the animal killed; 

b)
ban on movement of all animals to and from a holding if one or more animals on that holding comply with none of the requirements concerning eartags, accompanying documents of bovine animals, a stable register and registration in the central register; the ban shall apply until revealed shortcomings are removed;

c) 
ban on movement, to and from a holding, of animals which do not fully comply with the requirements concerning eartags, accompanying documents of bovine animals, a stable register and sending reports on movement, births or deaths to the central register, provided that the number of such animals does not exceed 20 % of all animals on the holding; the ban shall apply until revealed shortcomings are removed;

d)
ban on movement of all animals to and from a holding if the number of animals which do not fully comply with the requirements concerning eartags, accompanying documents of bovine animals, a stable register and sending reports on movement, births or deaths to the central register exceeds 20 % of all animals on the holding; the ban shall apply until revealed shortcomings are removed.

(6)
The implementing legal rule shall lay down

a)
sampling procedures and information to be contained in the record referred to in paragraph 2 (d);

b)
the model service identity card of a veterinary inspector.

Emergency veterinary measures

§ 54

(1)
The emergency veterinary measures include

a)
order to carry out veterinary examination and preventive vaccination of animals;

b)
establishment of a disease outbreak, protection zones and surveillance zones, warning marking and, if appropriate, guarding of the disease outbreak;

c)
order to quarantine or isolate and, if necessary, to slaughter at emergency or to kill the animals;

d)
restriction or ban on movement, sale, trading, free movement, slaughtering and mating of animals and performing experiments on animals;

e)
restriction or ban on pasture, use of a water source and feedingstuffs;

f)
restriction or ban on animal gatherings, chases, animal capturing and fishing;

g)
restriction or ban on sale of animals and animal products at market halls and market places or the closing down of a market hall or market place;

h)
suspension of handling animal products or feedingstuffs until required examinations are completed; order to keep (store) separately the animal products and feedingstuffs that are health unsafe or suspect;

i)
restriction or ban on production, processing, transport or placing on the market of animal products or feedingstuffs that are health unsafe or suspect; establishment of special conditions for their production, processing and transport or the order to destroy them;

j)
establishment of special operational conditions or, if appropriate, restriction or interruption of the operation;

k)
restriction or ban on imports, exports or transits of veterinary goods or establishment of special conditions thereof;

l)
order to decontaminate equipment and objects that can act as causative agent carriers, restriction or ban on use or destruction thereof;

m)
order to treat manure, slurry, liquid manure and waste water in a special way;

n)
establishment of special conditions for storage, collection, transport, safe disposal and further processing of confiscates of animal origin or, if appropriate, order to collect, transport, safely dispose of and further process confiscates of animal origin even outside of the specified territorial area (area of collection);

o)
order to modify hygiene and sanitary operations or technological and operational procedures; order to carry out disinfection, deratization and disinsectization;

p)
restriction or ban on the free movement, contacts and assemblies of people; restriction or ban on the borderland contact of people;

r)
order to eliminate or restrict the presence of sources of animal contagious diseases of a natural outbreak type.

(2)
The competent authority shall declare or impose emergency veterinary measures

a)
in the event of presence of a dangerous contagious disease or if there is a risk of its spread (protection and eradication measures);

b)
in the event of detection of other than health safe animal products, water or feedingstuffs or of another cause of a serious risk to animal or human health due to animal products (veterinary sanitary measures);

c)
if there is a risk of intrusion or spread of causative agents responsible for animal contagious diseases or diseases communicable from animals to man or of health unsafe animal products and feedingstuffs from abroad (measures for veterinary protection of the state territory). 

(3)
If justified by circumstances of the particular case, another measures may be imposed in compliance with veterinary requirements and knowledge of veterinary science.

§ 55

The closure of a municipality or a part of municipality may be ordered as an emergency veterinary measure in the event of presence of foot-and-mouth disease. It means

a)
closure of access roads and ways to the municipality, use of bars and warning signs and guarding;

b)
ban on traffic through the municipality and specification of a diversion route;

c)
use of disinfection strips on access roads and ways to the municipality;

d)
ban on movement, sale and free movement of farm animals and pets;

e)
ban on leaving the premises where diseased and suspect animals are kept and ban on entering such premises without serious reasons;

f)
ban on assembly of persons;

g)
specification of rules for the movement of people within the municipality;

h)
ban on entering and leaving the municipality;

i)
specification of special conditions for supplying the municipality, for emergency entry to the municipality of means of transport and persons for urgent reasons as well as specification of disinfection measures which such means of transport and persons have to be subject to before leaving the municipality;

j)
specification of special conditions for waste management.

§ 56

Binding opinion

(1)
A binding opinion of the veterinary administration authority must be, as a background paper for the area planning, building and building approval procedures, requested for 

a)
by an entrepreneur10) in the case of a building or facility designated for keeping animals, handling animal products (except a building or facility designated for catering services) and feedingstuffs or for storage, collection, transport, safe disposal and further processing of confiscates of animal origin when such activities are carried out on entrepreneurial basis;

b)
by a person who will use the building or facility as an animal refuge or for burying or incinerating cadavers of pets.

(2)
The authority competent to decide in the matter according to specific legal rules29) may not decide in contrary to the binding opinion.

§ 56a

(1)
A veterinary certificate shall be issued by the official veterinarian on the basis of inspection (examination) carried out on animals or animal products. The official veterinarian must fill in the certificate truly and completely; he must not certify data that have not been verified by him and must not sign a blank or incomplete certificate. When certifying any data on the basis of another document, the official veterinarian must be in possession of that document before signing a certificate.

(2)
The official veterinarian who issues and signs veterinary certificates must not have such an interest in the animals or animal products being certified or in the holding, establishment or other facility in which they originate, from which doubts may arise whether he is unbiased or not.

(3)
Any alteration or other fraudulent use of issued veterinary certificates shall be prohibited.

§ 57

(1)
The veterinary administration authorities shall co-operate with the competent authorities of animal protection, public health protection, the Czech Agricultural and Food Inspection and the professional supervision of feedingstuffs.

(2)
The public administration authorities, bodies of the Police of the Czech Republic and the municipal police shall co-operate with the veterinary administration authorities in prevention of any outbreak and spread of dangerous contagious diseases and in their eradication and they shall, in accordance with their scope of authority, participate in implementation and control of emergency veterinary measures.

title  VII

professional  veterinary  activities  
and  PURSUIT  THEREOF

§ 58

Professional veterinary activities

(1)
Professional veterinary activities shall comprise

a)
veterinary preventive activities;

b)
examination, diagnostics and treatment of animals and animal surgery;

c)
administration and prescription of drugs, veterinary preparations and veterinary technical devices;

d)
inspection of animals for slaughter and meat and examination of other animal products;

e)
health diagnostics and veterinary laboratory diagnostics;

f)
veterinary sanitation activities;

g)
other professional activities requiring corresponding qualification acquired by study and practice in veterinary or, possibly, another field.

(2)
The professional veterinary activities shall be pursued by

a)
veterinary administration authorities as far as actions connected with execution of the state administration are concerned;

b)
state veterinary institutes and national reference laboratories and reference laboratories;

c)
natural and legal persons to the extent and under conditions laid down in this Act and in specific legal rules29a);

d)
competent bodies of the Ministry of Defence and the Ministry of Interior.

(3)
The professional veterinary activities in the extend necessary for education may be pursued also by

a)
veterinary universities if provided so by their statutes;

b)
vocational veterinary secondary schools as a part of their pedagogical activities.

§ 59

Professional qualifications

(1)
Veterinary surgeons, i.e. graduates of an university or a higher education institution of equivalent status who have acquired required qualifications in subjects listed in Part A of Annex No. 5 to this Act during at least five years’ theoretical and practical full-time instruction and have acquired adequate knowledge listed in Part B of Annex No. 5 to this Act, are the persons qualified to pursue professional veterinary activities.

(2)
Other persons qualified to pursue professional veterinary activities in extent and in a way corresponding to their qualification are the following:

a)
university graduates who have acquired their qualifications in a study programme for a bachelor’s degree in veterinary medicine and hygiene29a);

b)
leavers of vocational secondary or higher schools who have acquired their qualifications in the veterinary field;

c)
university graduates who have acquired their qualifications in a study programme29b) in the field other than referred to in (a) complying with the type and scope of their activities, particularly in medicine, chemistry or biology;

d)
leavers of vocational secondary or higher schools who have acquired their qualifications in the field other than referred to in (b) complying with the type and scope of their activities;

e)
persons who have acquired their qualifications for certain professional veterinary activities by a specialized professional training 

1. 
either organized by the State Veterinary Administration, or 

2. 
pursuant to specific legal rules30) .

(3)
The following persons shall be also considered to be veterinary surgeons:

a)
citizens who are university graduates and have acquired their qualifications in a study programme for a master’s degree in veterinary medicine and hygiene30a) or in another study programme recognized as having equivalent status in accordance with specific legal rules30b);

b)
nationals of a Member State who are holders of diplomas, certificates or other evidence of required qualifications provided for in implementing legal rules;

c)
nationals of a Member State who are holders of a certificate from the competent authority of the issuing Member State stating that the diploma, certificate or other evidence of required qualifications

1.
complies with the requirements provided for in paragraph 1,

2.
has been acquired on the basis of effective and lawful engagement of the national in the activities in question for at least three consecutive years during the five years prior to the date of issue of the certificate, or

3.
has been issued following training in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 1 and is recognized by the issuing Member State as equivalent to the documents referred to in (b).

(4)
Veterinary surgeons from third countries who have acquired their qualifications at a foreign university shall prove the qualifications by original or authenticated copy of a diploma, certificate or other similar document issued by the foreign university and by a certificate on recognition of the university degree issued in accordance with specific legal rules31). 

(5)
Leavers of secondary schools who passed a specialized professional training organized by the State Veterinary Administration in the relevant field and university graduates who have acquired their qualifications in a study programme for a bachelor’s degree in veterinary medicine and hygiene may pursue the activities of veterinary auxiliaries. Veterinary auxiliaries shall assist the official veterinarians under their supervision and responsibility, particularly in checking if the conditions of hygiene in keeping animals and in production and processing of animal products are met and in carrying out allergen-diagnostic tests, inspection of animals for slaughter and meat and border veterinary checks. 

(6)
Additional training (hereinafter referred to as the “attestation study”) serves for the improvement of the official veterinarians’ professional qualification. The attestation study consists of two parts: 

a)
the basic level (1st degree of attestation);

b)
the specialist level (2nd degree of attestation).

(7)
The nationals of Member States who fulfil the conditions laid down in paragraphs 1 and 3 have the right to use the academic title or, where appropriate, the abbreviation thereof awarded by their Member State of origin or the Member State from which they come, in the language of that state. 

(8)
The implementing legal rule shall lay down

a)
organization, forms and content of attestation study and specialized professional training for veterinary auxiliaries;

b)
posts within the veterinary administration authorities which may be held only by the veterinarians having the 2nd degree of attestation;

c)
diplomas, certificates and other formal evidence of required qualifications awarded to nationals of Member States.

Private veterinarians

§ 60

(1)
Private veterinarians qualified in accordance with § 59 shall pursue veterinary therapeutic and preventive activities on the basis of a certificate pursuant to specific legal rules32). 

(2)
When issuing the certificate provided for in paragraph 1 to a person qualified in accordance with § 59 (3), the account may be taken on verified information regarding matters likely to affect the pursuit within the territory of the Czech Republic of professional veterinary activities by the person concerned, forwarded on the mutual basis by the Member State of origin or the Member State from which the person comes.

§ 61

(1)
Private veterinarian shall be obliged 

a)
to notify the regional veterinary administration forthwith of commencement and termination of his activity, his permanent address and the place of business if differs from the permanent address;

b)
to notify the regional veterinary administration without delay of suspected presence of a dangerous contagious disease and of other facts important from the viewpoint of veterinary care and public interest in performance of its tasks;

c)
to care, when administering drugs, about the observance of withdrawal periods and other requirements set down in order to eliminate undesirable residues from animal products and undesirable combinations with additives which are contained in feedingstuffs and to inform keepers that it is necessary to observe withdrawal periods in animals used for food production;

d)
to keep proper records of the preventive actions carried out and of the drugs used and furnished, to retain these records for a period of at least three years and to submit them to the authorities performing the state veterinary supervision at their request;

e)
to record in the keeper’s records any administration of drugs to animals and vaccination of animals without delay after the keeper submits the records, and to fill in health attestations completely and duly.

(2)
Private veterinarian shall be obliged to keep in confidence any facts he may have learnt in connection with the pursuit of professional veterinary activities unless being exempted from such obligation. This provision shall apply without prejudice to the obligation to notify the authorities competent pursuant to this Act and specific legal rules33) of certain facts. 

(3)
Private veterinarian shall be entitled to keep the emergency reserve of drugs for his need.

§ 62

(1)
Private veterinarian may reject the performance of a professional veterinary action if he is not obliged to perform it under legal rules or under a contract. However, the provision of first aid may be rejected only for a risk to the veterinarian’s health that cannot be either effectively prevented or avoided. 

(2)
Private veterinarian may withdraw from a contract on the performance of a professional veterinary action if the keeper has rejected the provision of necessary co-operation. If the private veterinarian has withdrawn from the contract, he must provide an animal with emergency care in order to avoid any suffering of the animal, impairment of its health or other loss or damage which could be prevented by such care.

(3)
In the case of emergency action which is necessary for prevention of an outbreak and spread of a dangerous contagious disease and for its eradication or for health safety of animal products, the private veterinarian shall need no consent from a keeper for the performance of such action.

§ 63

repealed

§ 64

Private veterinary technicians

(1)
The authorization of a veterinary technician to carry out certain professional veterinary actions on entrepreneurial basis shall arise from decision of the regional veterinary administration on registration of the private veterinary technician. The regional veterinary administration shall decide on registration if the applicant

a)
satisfies the requirements for professional qualification referred to in § 59 (1) (b);

b)
has legal capacity and is blameless in accordance with § 50 (3).

(2)
Private veterinary technicians may carry out independently only such professional veterinary actions that correspond to their professional qualification.

(3)
Provisions of § 61 and § 62 (1) and (2) shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to other rights and obligations of private veterinary technicians.

(4)
The regional veterinary administration may cancel the registration if the private veterinary technician infringes the obligations or conditions resulting from this Act and from decision on registration.

(5)
The implementing legal rule shall lay down 

a)
details of application for registration pursuant to paragraph 1;

b)
details of the pursuit of professional veterinary actions by private veterinary technicians.

title  Viii

veterinary  preparations 

and  veterinary  technical  devices

§ 65

(1)
The Institute, in addition to the competence laid down in specific legal rules5), shall 

a)
decide, on the basis of application of a person permanently resident or having a place of business in the Czech Republic, on authorization of the veterinary preparation, on approval of amendments against documents submitted for the authorization procedure, on renewal or suspension of authorization of the veterinary preparation and on withdrawal of authorization of the veterinary preparation. The Institute may suspend or withdraw authorization of the veterinary preparation when it is clear that the veterinary preparation does not have any effect or does not correspond to the documents submitted for the authorization procedure or when the holder of authorization of the veterinary preparation infringes the obligations laid down in this Act seriously or repeatedly. Only veterinary preparations intended just for export shall not subject to authorization;

b)
maintain a register of the authorized veterinary preparations in the Register of authorized veterinary preparations;

c)
decide on classification of veterinary preparations as those that cannot be sold over the counter, those that can be sold over the counter with certain limitations and those that can be sold over the counter without limitation. The decision on the way of placing on the market of the veterinary preparation shall always be a part of authorization;

d)
decide on authorization for production and placing on the market of veterinary preparations and on amendment of such authorization. The authorization may be withdrawn when the manufacturer does not fulfil the conditions of authorization or infringes the obligations laid down in this Act seriously or repeatedly;

e)
perform the state veterinary supervision of the production, placing on the market and use of veterinary preparations and control the observance of obligations laid down in this Act, quality, efficacy and safety of veterinary preparations;

f)
take samples of veterinary preparations for laboratory examination and certify quality of veterinary preparations and compliance with the good manufacturing practice requirements;

g)
decide on further use of the veterinary preparation in the event of detection of adverse reactions, in particular on withdrawal of the veterinary preparation from the market, on its destruction, on suspension of the use and placing on the market of the veterinary preparation and on its placing on the market only after the previous consent of the Institute;

h)
grant authorization for clinical trials of veterinary preparations; specific legal rules33a) shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to the clinical trials;

i)
judge, in controversial cases, whether a veterinary preparation or another product is concerned. 

(2)
Furthermore, the Institute shall

a)
assess the fitness of technical devices for veterinary use (hereinafter referred to as “veterinary technical devices“) and their safety for animals, monitor their properties and capability to achieve the purpose which they are intended for. The Institute shall maintain a register of veterinary technical devices in the Register of technical devices for veterinary use;

b)
perform the state veterinary supervision of the use of veterinary technical devices and control the observance of obligations laid down in this Act;

c)
on the basis of results of investigations of undesirable incidents concerning the veterinary technical devices used and on the basis of another knowledge of that the veterinary technical device is not fit for veterinary use, decide on the obligation 

1.
to take measures in order to eliminate an adverse effect of the veterinary technical device, in particular to suspend the placing on the market of the device, withdraw the device from the market, stop the placing on the market of the device, suspend or stop the use of the device,

2.
to remove revealed shortcomings within specified time limits,

3.
to carry out clinical trials of the veterinary technical device;

d)
issue certificates on capability to carry out clinical trials of veterinary technical devices.

(3)
Within 30 days of the receipt of the application for authorization of the veterinary preparation, the Institute shall assess the completeness of the application. If the application is found incomplete, the Institute shall invite the applicant in writing to complete the application within a specified time limit. If the application is not completed within the specified time limit, the Institute may stop the procedure. The time limit for the completion of the application for authorization of the veterinary preparation shall not be included to the time limit of 30 days for the assessment of completeness of the application. The Institute shall decide on the application for authorization of the veterinary preparation within 90 days from the day on which the application was found complete. The Institute shall decide on the application for renewal of authorization of the veterinary preparation for the period of next five years, even repeatedly, within 60 days of receipt of the application; in such case the Institute shall procceed in the same way as in the case of decision on the application for authorization of the veterinary preparation.

(4)
The Institute shall decide on the application for authorization for production of veterinary preparations within 90 days of receipt of the application.

(5)
The Institute shall

a)
publish in the Journal of the Ministry of Agriculture and in the Journal of the Institute for the State Control of Veterinary Biologicals and Medicaments 

1.
authorization of veterinary preparations and entry of such preparations into the Register of authorized veterinary preparations, including amendments, and renewal or suspension of authorization of the veterinary preparation and withdrawal of the authorization,

2.
entry of veterinary technical devices into the Register of technical devices for veterinary use and cases of undesirable incidents concerning the veterinary technical devices used. Documents concerning undesirable incidents and investigations thereof shall be retained for the period of 15 years;

b)
impose, within the scope of its authority, fines for evading or infringements of the obligations, requirements or conditions laid down in this Act.

§ 66

(1)
Only following may be manufactured and placed on the market:

a)
veterinary preparations which have been authorized and entered the Register of authorized veterinary preparations and the shelf life of which has not been exceeded;

b)
veterinary technical devices

1.
which comply with the requirements provided for in specific legal rules34),

2.
which have been assessed for the compliance in accordance with specific legal rules26),

3.
the shelf life of which has not been exceeded.

(2)
If no information on fitness of the veterinary technical device for veterinary use is known or if any facts indicating that the device is unfit for veterinary use are established, its fitness must be verified by clinical trials. Clinical trials shall be conducted in accordance with an experiment project according to specific legal rules6) and a clinical trial plan drawn up by a person responsible for the commencement, conduct, organization, control and financing of the trials (hereinafter referred to as the “submitter“) and approved by the Institute. The keeper shall be informed in writing particularly of the purposes and benefits which may result from the clinical trials and of risks connected with the use of his animal in clinical tests and he must give the voluntary written consent for participation of the animal in the clinical trials. The submitter shall be liable for any loss or damage incurred by nature of the tested device. Where the clinical trials have not been conducted in accordance with the approved experiment project, the submitter shall notify the Institute thereof and shall take appropriate measures including suspension or premature termination of the trials.

(3)
Even veterinary preparations that have not been authorized may be used for the scientific, research, pedagogical and control purposes.

(4)
In the event of endangered life or health of an animal the veterinarian may, when providing veterinary care, use also such a veterinary technical device which does not comply with the requirements, provided that

a)
he has detailed knowledge of the state of health of an animal which has its exact diagnosis established. This shall not apply only to veterinary technical devices intended for establishment or confirmation of the diagnosis;

b)
no other veterinary technical device can be used which complies with the requirements;

c)
he has notified the Institute of the use of a veterinary technical device which does not comply with the requirements;

d)
he has informed the keeper in writing of risks which may result from the use of a veterinary technical device which does not comply with the requirements and the keeper gave his voluntary written consent to the use.

§ 66a

(1)
Holders of authorization of the veterinary preparation shall be obliged 

a)
to ensure that characteristics of the authorized veterinary preparation comply with the documents submitted for the authorization procedure and that the preparation is provided with handling instructions;

b)
to record and evaluate reports on adverse reactions to the authorized veterinary preparations, to keep and retain the records and to provide them to the Institute annually;

c)
in the event of an adverse reaction to the authorized veterinary preparation or a defect in its quality, to take available measures for rectification and elimination of an adverse effect of the authorized veterinary preparation, including possible withdrawal from the market, to report a serious adverse reaction of the authorized veterinary preparation to the Institute within 15 days following the receipt of the information about such reaction and to inform the Institute of the measures taken;

d)
in the event of an adverse reaction to the authorized veterinary preparation or a defect in its quality, to ensure, at their own expenses, that the veterinary preparation is examined and, if appropriate, clinically tested;

e)
to introduce necessary modifications that enable to manufacture the authorized veterinary preparation, to control its quality and to use it in accordance with available scientific knowledge;

f)
to provide the Institute, at the request, with samples of the authorized veterinary preparation and with information about the volume of sales of the preparation concerned.

(2)
Manufacturers of veterinary preparations shall be obliged 

a)
to apply to the Institute for authorization for production of veterinary preparations before commencement of the production;

b)
to meet the conditions laid down in the authorization for production of veterinary preparations and a good manufacturing practice;

c)
to place on the market only veterinary preparations manufactured by them;

d)
to apply to the Institute in advance for decision on any amendment of the authorization for production of veterinary preparations;

e)
to have, for every plant, at least one qualified person at their disposal, responsible for ensuring that each batch of veterinary preparations has been manufactured and checked in accordance with this Act and with the authorization for production of veterinary preparations. A person may be considered as qualified when has a university-level qualification in the field relevant to the character of the production and at least five years of practical experience in the production or control of products of the relevant character.

(3)
Sellers of the authorized veterinary preparations must have a trade licence for purchase, storage and sale of such preparations. They shall be obliged 

a)
to sell only authorized veterinary preparations that can be sold over the counter with certain limitations and those that can be sold over the counter without limitation;

b)
to comply with a good selling practice;

c)
to ensure that every natural person who sells veterinary preparations that can be sold over the counter with certain limitations is more than 18 years of age and has legal capacity, has not been sentenced within previous ten years for an intentional criminal offence or within previous five years for a negligent criminal offence in connection with handling drugs or veterinary preparations and that such person attended a professional training course for the work with veterinary preparations, passed the final examination before the board of the regional veterinary administration and acquired thus a certificate on professional qualification for the sale of veterinary preparations that can be sold over the counter with certain limitations. At least one such person must be at every shop;

d)
when selling a veterinary preparation that can be sold over the counter with certain limitations, to call, by means of the person referred to in (c), customer’s attention to the necessity to acquaint himself with the instructions indicated on the container/wrapping or the package insert before use of the preparation.

(4)
Persons who place on the market the authorized veterinary preparations or handle them in another way shall be obliged 

a)
to observe the instructions for handling the veterinary preparation indicated on the container/wrapping or the package insert;

b)
to reduce, to the lowest possible level, any adverse effects of the action of the veterinary preparation to man, animals or environment;

c)
report an adverse reaction to the authorized veterinary preparation to the Institute and to the holder of authorization of the veterinary preparation within 15 days following the receipt of the information about such reaction. 

(5)
The implementing legal rule shall lay down

a)
details of application for authorization of the veterinary preparation, for approval of modification and for renewal of authorization of the veterinary preparation;

b)
details of application for suspension or withdrawal of authorization of the veterinary preparation;

c)
details of application for authorization for production and placing on the market of veterinary preparations, for amendment or withdrawal of authorization;

d)
requirements for the quality of veterinary preparations and a list of substances which may not be contained in veterinary preparations;

e)
details concerning a good manufacturing practice and a good selling practice;

f)
a way of notification of adverse reactions to veterinary preparations;

g)
organization, content and conditions of a professional training course for the work with veterinary preparations and organization and content of a final examination. 

§ 66b

(1)
Veterinary preparations

a)
that cannot be sold over the counter may be supplied to

1.
veterinary surgeons,

2.
pharmacies,

3.
persons authorized to purchase, store and transport drugs and to supply drugs in accordance with specific legal rules5),

4.
keepers if the preparations for disinfection or disinsectization are involved on which the Institute decided so in decision on authorization of the preparation concerned,

5.
persons authorized for veterinary sanitation activities – only preparations necessary for their activities;

b)
that can be sold over the counter with certain limitations may be supplied to

1.
persons referred to in (a) points 1 to 3,

2.
sellers of veterinary preparations.

(2)
The persons referred to in paragraph 1 (a) points 1 to 3 and the persons referred to in paragraph 1 (b) may place the veterinary preparations they are supplied with further on the market.

(3)
The persons referred to in paragraph 1 (a) points 4 and 5 may use veterinary preparations that cannot be sold over the counter only for their own activities.

§ 66c

(1)
Manufacturers, importers or other persons who place on the market veterinary technical devices shall be obliged to inform the Institute of

a)
first name, surname, permanent address and identification number as to the natural person, or corporate name, place of business and identification number as to the legal person, telephone number, fax number or e-mail; 

b)
date of commencement of activity and the place of performance;

c)
data on the authorization on the basis of which the activity is performed.

(2)
Manufacturers and importers who place on the market in the Czech Republic a veterinary technical device for the first time shall be obliged prior to its placing on the market to notify the Institute of basic data concerning the device, including a copy of declaration of the compliance. If the Institute, on the basis of assessment of the device’s properties, finds out that the device is not fit for veterinary use, it shall 

a)
inform the manufacturer or importer of such fact;

b)
decide 

1.
to stop placing on the market of such device or to withdraw the device from the market, or

2.
to suspend placing on the market of such device until the shortcomings are removed. In such case, the veterinary technical device may be placed on the market again only on the basis of the Institute’s written consent.

(3)
Sellers of veterinary technical devices shall be obliged 

a)
to sell only such veterinary technical devices which satisfy the requirements and, when selling them, to meet the conditions set down by the manufacturer;

b)
to ensure that the devices are accompanied with instructions and, if appropriate, with other directions necessary for their safe installation, use and maintenance, including disinfection or sterilisation if appropriate, and that the instructions and directions in the Czech language are provided to persons who will use the devices;

c)
to keep and retain for the period of five years records concerning purchase orders, purchases and sales of veterinary technical devices.

(4)
Persons who use veterinary technical devices and persons who carry out their maintenance and service shall be obliged, when they encounter an undesirable incident concerning the device or come to know about it,

a)
to report this fact to the Institute in writing. This shall not apply where the Institute has been provably notified of the undesirable incident in another way;

b)
to take measures imposed by the Institute without delay.

(5)
The implementing legal rule shall lay down

a)
basic data to be contained in the notification of the veterinary technical device being placed on the market in the Czech Republic for the first time;

b)
veterinary technical devices which may be sold only by persons who have a trade licence for their purchase, storage and sale and veterinary technical devices which may not be placed on the market by means of the self-service sale, sale by means of automats or mail-order sale;

c)
a way and time limits for the report of an undesirable incident concerning the veterinary technical device used;

d)
details of a project for clinical trials of the veterinary technical device, conditions and a way of performance of the trials, details of a final report and requirements for documents concerning the clinical trials performed.

TITLE  IX

COMPENSATION  OF  COSTS  AND  LOSSES  INCURRED  IN  CONNECTION WITH  DANGEROUS  CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES

§ 67

(1)
The keeper shall obtain a compensation of costs and losses incurred in consequence of emergency veterinary measures imposed in order to eradicate and prevent the spread of any of the dangerous contagious diseases listed in Annex No. 3 to this Act and Annex No. 4 to this Act, on condition that the measures applied immediately comprise at least the quarantine of animals on the holding and ban on their movement from the time of suspicion of presence of the contagious disease and following confirmation of the disease.

(2)
In the event of presence of the contagious disease listed in Annex No. 3 to this Act, the compensation referred to in paragraph 1 shall comprise the compensation 

a)
of the costs of killing or emergency slaughter of diseased and suspect animals of susceptible species and of the safe disposal of their cadavers. Where appropriate, the compensation shall be also provided for the safe disposal of their products and, in the case of avian influenza, the compensation for the safe disposal of the eggs shall be always provided;

b)
for the killed animal or animal which has undergone the emergency slaughter;

c)
for the destruction of contaminated feedingstuffs and contaminated equipment of the holding which cannot be disinfected in accordance with (d);

d)
for the cleaning, disinfection, disinsectization and deratization of the holding and of its equipment;

e)
of the proven losses caused by outage of livestock production during the implementation of emergency veterinary measures imposed in the event of presence of any of the contagious diseases listed in Annex No. 3 to this Act and in connection with the measures;

f)
for the observance of measures in protection zones and measures for prevention of the spread of a contagious disease;

g)
for the observance of measures during the waiting period established before the contagious disease is declared eliminated and before re-stocking of the holding.

(3)
In the event of presence of the contagious disease listed in Annex No. 4 to this Act, the compensation referred to in paragraph 1 shall comprise the compensation

a)
of the costs of killing or emergency slaughter of diseased and suspect animals of susceptible species and of the safe disposal of their cadavers; where appropriate, the compensation shall be also provided for the safe disposal of their products, decontamination of water and feedingstuffs;

b)
for the animal killed for diagnostic purposes or animal which has undergone the emergency slaughter for diagnostic purposes;

c)
for the cleaning, disinsectization, deratization and disinfection of the holding and of its equipment;

d)
for the destroyed and deteriorated apiarian equipment, aids, hives and accessories in the event of destruction ordered in the outbreak of dangerous contagious diseases −​ European foulbrood and American foulbrood;

e)
for the observance of measures in protection zones and measures for prevention of the spread of a contagious disease;

f)
for the observance of measures during the waiting period established before the contagious disease is declared eliminated and before re-stocking of the holding.

(4)
Where during an outbreak of the contagious disease listed in Annex No. 3 to this Act vaccination of farm animals has been ordered, the keeper shall not bear the costs spent.

(5)
The compensation referred to in paragraph 1 shall not be provided if the keeper evades his obligation to notify the regional veterinary administration of suspected presence of the dangerous contagious disease, another serious obligation imposed to him by this Act in order to prevent any outbreak and spread of dangerous contagious diseases and to eradicate them, or the protection and eradication measures imposed.

§ 68

(1)
The compensation pursuant to § 67 shall be provided to the extent of proven efficiently expended costs and incurred losses.

(2)
The compensation for the killed animal or animal which has undergone the emergency slaughter shall be provided to the extent of the usual price of a healthy animal of the same species and category at the place and time of the loss and

a)
the amount provided to the keeper for utilisable parts of the animal carcass shall be deducted;

b)
it shall be reduced by 20 % of the animal price if the animal has been killed or has undergone the emergency slaughter in consequence of the dangerous contagious disease for which preventive vaccination is recommended but the keeper had not used such possibility.

§ 69

(1)
The persons who cannot temporarily perform their usual work or other gainful occupation or who can perform it only on a limited extent because of the protection and eradication measures imposed shall be entitled to the compensation of a loss of income, provided that they are not entitled to obtain such compensation from their employer, or to the compensation of a loss of profit.

(2)
The persons who have to stay outside of their residence for the reason referred to in paragraph 1 shall be entitled to the compensation of increased costs of temporary accommodation and catering in accordance with specific legal rules35). 

§ 70

(1)
The compensation pursuant to § 67 shall be provided from the state budget on the basis of application of the keeper or the person referred to in § 69. The application must be submitted within no more than three months from the day on which the dangerous contagious disease was declared eliminated by decision of the competent authority or the emergency veterinary measures were repealed. In order to assess the compliance with the conditions for provision of compensation and an extent of the compensation, the Ministry shall ask the regional veterinary administration for its opinion. Where the application is not submitted in the above mentioned time limit, a compensation claim shall become forfeited.

(2)
Where the protection and eradication measures have been lasting for a long time, the keeper may be provided with appropriate advance payment for the compensation pursuant to § 67.

(3)
The implementing legal rule 

a)
shall specify a procedure for laying claim to the compensation pursuant to § 67 and details of application for the compensation;

b)
may lay down another, in particular exotic, contagious diseases or diseases communicable from animals to man, in the event of presence of which the compensation shall be provided and an extent of the compensation.

TITLE  X

sanctions

§ 71

(1)
The regional veterinary administration shall impose a fine on the natural person who is not an entrepreneur10) 

a)
up to the amount of CZK 10 000 if the person commits an offence by 

1.
evading or infringing the obligations of a keeper laid down in § 4, § 5 (1) (a) to (d), § 6 (1), (6) and (7), § 7 (1) and (2), § 8 (1) to (3) or § 9 (2), or 

2.
evading or infringing the obligations or requirements for ensuring the health safety of animal products laid down in § 20 (4) to (7), § 21 (1) to (4) and (6) or § 25 (1), or

3.
evading or infringing the obligations laid down in § 40 (1) (a) and (c), § 40 (3) and (4) or § 42 (3) (a);

b)
up to the amount of CZK 20 000 if the person commits an offence by

1.
evading or infringing the obligations laid down for protection against contagious diseases and diseases communicable from animals to man in § 11 (1), § 12 (1), § 13 (3) or § 16 (2), or the obligations of a keeper laid down in § 5 (1) (e) and (g), § 17a (4) or § 56 (1) (b), or

2.
evading or infringing the obligations or requirements for ensuring the health safety of animal products laid down in § 19 or § 20 (1) to (3), or

3.
evading or infringing the veterinary conditions governing trade in animals and animal products or those governing import and transit from third countries of veterinary goods and export to third countries of veterinary goods laid down in § 28 (1) to (4), § 29 (2), § 30 (3), § 32 (1), (3) and (6), § 34 (2), § 36 (3), § 38b (1) or § 38c (1) to (4), or

4.
performing activities for which the authorization from the veterinary administration authority is necessary, without such authorization, or

5.
impeding or thwarting the execution of the state veterinary supervision or by evading the binding instructions of the veterinary administration authority;

c)
up to the amount of CZK 50 000 if the person commits an offence by evading or infringing the obligations of a keeper laid down in § 5 (1) (f), or by infringing the prohibition provided for in § 56a (3), or by evading or infringing the obligations resulting for the person from emergency veterinary measures.

(2)
The regional veterinary administration shall impose a fine up to the amount of CZK 20 000 on the person who 

a)
as a private veterinarian evades or infringes the obligations laid down in § 6 (4), § 12 (2), § 17a (6) or § 61 (1);

b)
as a private veterinary technician evades or infringes the obligations laid down in § 64 (2) and (3).

(3)
Where the offence has been committed repeatedly, a fine up to the amount of the double of sums laid down in paragraph 1 may be imposed.

(4)
The offence shall be considered to be committed repeatedly if committed within one year from the date on which the decision entered into force which imposed the fine for the offence in accordance with this Act on the person who committed the offence.

§ 72

(1)
The regional veterinary administration shall impose a fine on the legal person or the natural person having a business licence

a)
up to the amount of CZK 300 000 if the person

1.
evades or infringes the obligations of a keeper laid down in § 4, § 5 (1) (a) to (d), § 5 (2) or § 6 (1), (5), (6) and (7), or

2.
evades or infringes the obligations or requirements laid down for the animal transport and care of animals during transportation in § 7 or § 8 (1) to (3), or

3.
evades or infringes the obligations of an organizer of animal gathering laid down in § 9 (2), the obligations of an operator of the assembly centre laid down in § 9a (1) and (2) or the obligations of a dealer laid down in § 9b (1), or

4.
evades or infringes the obligations or requirements for ensuring the health safety of animal products laid down in § 20 (4) to (7), § 21 (2) and (4), § 22 (1) (d), § 24 (1), § 25, § 26 or §  27 (1);

b)
up to the amount of CZK 500 000 if the person

1.
evades or infringes the obligations laid down for protection against contagious diseases and diseases communicable from animals to man in § 11 (1), § 12 (1), § 14 or § 16 (2), or the obligations of a keeper laid down in § 5 (1) (e) and (g) or § 17a (4), or

2.
evades or infringes the obligations or requirements for ensuring the health safety of animal products laid down in § 18 (2) and (4), § 21 (6), § 22 (1) (a) to (c), (e) and (f) or § 23 (1) to (3), or

3.
evades or infringes the obligations laid down in § 39 (3), (4) and (7), § 40, § 41 (1) to (4) or § 42 (3) (a);

c)
up to the amount of CZK 1 000 000 if the person

1.
evades or infringes the obligations laid down in § 5 (1) (f), § 13 (3) or § 56 (1), or infringes the prohibition provided for in § 56a (3), or

2.
evades or infringes the obligations or requirements for ensuring the health safety of animal products laid down in § 19, § 20 (1) to (3) or § 21 (1) and (3), or

3.
evades or infringes the veterinary conditions governing trade in animals and animal products or those governing import and transit from third countries of veterinary goods and export to third countries of veterinary goods laid down in § 28 (1) to (4), § 29 (2), § 30 (3), § 32 (1), (3) and (6), § 34 (2), § 36 (3), § 38b (1) or § 38c (1) to (4), or

4.
performs activities for which the authorization from the veterinary administration authority is necessary, without such authorization,

5.
impedes or thwarts the execution of the state veterinary supervision or evades the binding instructions of the veterinary administration authority;

d)
up to the amount of CZK 2 000 000 if the person evades or infringes the obligations resulting for the person from emergency veterinary measures.

(2)
The Institute shall impose a fine on the legal person or the natural person having a business licence up to the amount of

a)
CZK 300 000 if the person evades or infringes the obligations laid down in § 66a (4) or § 66c (4);

b)
CZK 500 000 if the person evades or infringes the obligations laid down in § 66 (2) and (4), § 66a (1) to (3), § 66b (1) and (3) or § 66c (1) to (3);

c)
CZK 1 000 000 if the person evades or infringes the obligations laid down in § 66 (1).

(3)
A fine to the amount of the double of sums laid down in paragraph 1 or 2 may be imposed in the case of repeated evading or infringement of the obligations or requirements or repeated evading or non-observing the conditions or the prohibition referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2 (hereinafter referred to as the “unlawful act“).

(4)
The unlawful act shall be considered to be repeated if committed by the legal or natural person within one year from the date on which the decision entered into force which imposed the fine for the previous unlawful act in accordance with the legal rules concerning veterinary care.

(5)
For infringement of the obligation laid down in specific legal rules3), the regional veterinary administration shall impose a fine on the legal person or the natural person having a business licence in the relevant field in accordance with specific legal rules3).

§ 72a

(1)
The regional veterinary administration shall impose a fine up to the amount of CZK 20 000 on the natural person who is not an entrepreneur and who commits an offence by evading or non-observing the veterinary conditions governing import, export or transit of veterinary goods laid down in this Act or by the State Veterinary Administration on the basis of this Act (§ 28 (1), § 30 (1) and (2), § 32 (1) and (2)).

(2)
The regional veterinary administration shall impose a fine up to the amount of CZK 1 000 000 on the legal person or the natural person having a business licence who evades or does not observe the veterinary conditions governing import, export or transit of veterinary goods laid down in this Act or by the State Veterinary Administration on the basis of this Act (§ 28 (1), § 30, § 32 (1) and (2), § 33, § 34 (3)).

§ 73

(1)
Veterinary inspectors may impose and collect on-the-spot fines with a receipt given up to the amount of CZK 5 000 for minor infringements of the obligations referred to in § 71 and § 72 they revealed during the state veterinary supervision performance if the infringement of the obligation is detected reliably and if the person who infringed the obligation is ready to pay on-the-spot fine.

(2)
Otherwise, common rules concerning offences shall apply to the offences and offence proceedings.

§ 74

(1)
When deciding on the amount of a fine, in particular seriousness, manner, duration and consequences of the unlawful act shall be taken into consideration as well as the circumstances at which it has occurred. 

(2)
The fine may be imposed within two years from the date on which the authority competent to impose a fine revealed the unlawful act, however, not later than three years from the date on which the unlawful act has occurred.

(3)
The fine shall be payable within 30 days from the date on which the decision imposing the fine enters into force.

(4)
The fine shall be collected by the authority that imposed the fine and it shall be exacted by the territorial revenue authority in accordance with specific legal rules36). Yield from the fines shall be an income of the state budget.

Title  Xi

general,  transitional  and  final  provisions

§ 75

(1)
Any compensation of costs and losses incurred in performing obligations according to this Act, in particular in implementing the emergency veterinary measures imposed, shall be provided by the state only under conditions and to the extent laid down in this Act.

(2)
Where there is revealed during the state veterinary supervision performance that an obligation laid down in this Act or on the basis of this Act has been evaded or infringed, the veterinary administration authority may ask the person responsible for such evading or infringement for the full or partial compensation of costs expended by the authority in question.

(3)
Costs connected with the inspection of animals for slaughter and meat and with examination and assessment of animal products shall be borne by operator of the slaughterhouse or of another establishment at which or for which the examination and assessment is carried out; costs connected with the monitoring of presence of certain substances and their residues in animals and their products shall be borne by operator of the slaughterhouse, producer and processor of animal products. The amount of a compensation of these costs shall be laid down as differentiated lump sums by implementing legal rules.

(4)
The compensation of costs referred to in paragraphs 2 and 3 shall be collected and exacted by the veterinary administration authority that has expended the costs; the compensation shall be its income.

§ 76

(1)
Unless otherwise stated, the Administration Code38) shall apply to the veterinary administration authorities when deciding in accordance with this Act.

(2)
An appeal against decision of the regional veterinary administration pursuant to § 30 (2), § 35 (1) (b), § 36 (2), § 42 (3) (b), § 49 (1) (d) and § 53 (5) shall have no suspensive effect. Such decision shall be executable on the day of its publication. 

(3)
A legal rule of the regional veterinary administration concerning emergency veterinary measures shall be declared by posting on official notice boards of the regional office and of all municipal offices the territories of which are involved, for the period of at least 15 days. The ordinance shall enter into force and take effect on the day following the day of its declaration; the day of declaration is the first day of its posting on the official notice board of the regional office. The ordinance must be available to anybody at the regional veterinary administration, the regional office and all municipal offices the territories of which are involved. This provision shall apply mutatis mutandis for declaring the contagious disease eliminated and for the repeal of the measures declared or, if appropriate, for the derogation from or repeal of some of the measures before declaring the contagious disease eliminated.

(4)
Emergency veterinary measures of the State Veterinary Administration, amended by the Ministry if appropriate, shall be declared in the nation-wide radio or TV broadcast; their repeal shall be declared in the same way. The broadcasting operator shall be obliged to enable the Chief Veterinary Officer or his deputy to declare such measures or to declare the repeal thereof as soon as he is asked for that and free of charge. The measures shall be binding for all persons from the declaration; they shall be forthwith published on the website of the State Veterinary Administration and posted on official notice boards of the Ministry and of regional offices the territories of which are involved.

(5)
The Administration Code shall not apply 

a)
to the measure pursuant to § 53 (1) (f) announced orally to the checked person by the veterinary inspector. The person concerned may raise objections against such measure into the report on the measure or, in writing, within no more than 3 days from the day on which the report has been drawn up; the objections raised shall have no suspensive effect. The regional veterinary administration may fully sustain the objections raised; in other cases it shall forward the objections without delay to the State Veterinary Administration a decision of which is final and shall be forwarded to the checked person;

b)
to positive decisions on the application for approval and on authorization of mitigating derogations pursuant to this Act;

c)
to decision-making concerning the fitness for human consumption or fitness for use of animal products.

§ 77

(1)
Procedures commenced before the day of taking effect of this Act shall be completed in accordance with the rules in effect on the day of its commencement.

(2)
Any authorization for professional veterinary activities granted in accordance with former rules shall be considered to be an authorization or registration in accordance with this Act. However, if the authorization for operating a rendering plant does not comply with the conditions laid down in this Act, the holder of the authorization shall be obliged to apply, within a time limit of six months from the day of taking effect of this Act, to the State Veterinary Administration for decision on bringing the authorization into compliance with this Act. If the holder of the authorization fails to apply and if the State Veterinary Administration does not decide on its own initiative, the authorization formerly granted shall become void. 

(3)
In accordance with results of negotiations between the European Union and the Czech Republic authorities, the implementing legal rule shall lay down 
a)
establishments in which veterinary requirements for their operation different from the requirements laid down in implementing legal rules shall be applied during transitional period,

b)
different veterinary requirements for operation of individual establishments mentioned in (a) and duration of the transitional period.
§ 77a

A binding opinion from the veterinary administration authority issued as a background paper for the area planning, building and building approval procedures which relate to buildings and facilities intended for keeping animals, handling animal products and feedingstuffs or for storage, collection, transport, safe disposal and further processing of confiscates of animal origin, where such activities are to be carried out on entrepreneurial basis, as well as to buildings to be used as animal refuges pursuant to § 56, shall not be issued pursuant to this Act where their issuance is replaced by a process within the procedure concerning the integrated authorization in accordance with the Act concerning integrated pollution prevention and control, concerning integrated pollution register and amending certain laws (Integrated Prevention Act). This provision shall be without prejudice to another provisions of this Act.

§ 77b

Competencies set down for municipal authority of a municipality with extended competency according to this Act are the execution of delegated competency.

§ 78

Empowering provisions

The Ministry shall issue Decrees in order to implement § 5 (3), § 6 (9), § 8 (5), § 9a (5), § 9b (3), § 10 (3), §17a (10), § 18 (5), § 19 (3) and (5), § 20 (8), § 21 (7), § 22 (2), § 23 (4), § 24 (2), § 25 (1), § 27 (4), § 28 (5), § 31 (3), § 33 (6), § 34 (5), § 37 (5), § 38 (4), § 38a (2), § 38b (2), § 38c (5), § 41 (5), § 42 (5), § 48 (2), § 51 (4), § 51a (3), § 53 (6), § 59 (8), § 64 (5), § 66a (5), § 66c (5), § 70 (3), § 75 (3) and § 77 (3).

Annex No. 1

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  COMPULSORY NOTIFIABLE  
TO  THE  COMMISSION  AND  MEMBER  STATES

1. Foot and mouth disease

2. Rinderpest

3. Contagious bovine pleuropneumonia

4. Bluetongue

5. Swine vesicular disease

6. Classical swine fever

7. African swine fever

8. Porcine enterovirus encephalomyelitis

9. Highly pathogenic avian influenza

10. Newcastle disease

11. African horse sickness

12. Vesicular stomatitis

13. Peste des petits ruminants

14. Rift Valley fever

15. Lumpy skin disease

16. Sheep pox and goat pox

17. Infectious haematopoietic necrosis

18. Bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE)

Annex No. 2

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  CONSIDERED  TO  BE  DANGEROUS

1. Foot and mouth disease

2. Vesicular stomatitis 

3. Swine vesicular disease 

4. Rinderpest 

5. Peste des petits ruminants 

6. Contagious bovine pleuropneumonia 

7. Lumpy skin disease 

8. Rift Valley fever 

9. Bluetongue 

10. Sheep pox and goat pox

11. African horse sickness

12. African swine fever

13. Classical swine fever

14. Avian influenza 

15. Newcastle disease 

16. Infectious haematopoietic necrosis

17. Haemorrhagic disease of deer

18. Transmissible spongiform encephalopathy (TSE)

19. Anthrax
20. Aujeszky’s disease
21. Rabies
22. Paratuberculosis

23. Bovine brucellosis
24. Bovine tuberculosis
25. Enzootic bovine leukosis
26. Infectious bovine rhinotracheitis (IBR)
27. Bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE)
28. Ovine epididymitis
29. Caprine and ovine brucellosis
30. Maedi-Visna
31. Scrapie
32. Contagious equine metritis

33. Dourine

34. Equine encephalomyelitis

35. Venezuelan equine encephalomyelitis 

36. Equine infectious anaemia

37. Glanders

38. Porcine brucellosis

39. Porcine enterovirus encephalomyelitis

40. Porcine tuberculosis (avian)

41. Infectious bursal disease

42. Marek’s disease

43. Avian mycoplasmosis

44. Avian chlamydiosis

45. Pullorum disease
46. Avian infectious bronchitis
47. Avian tuberculosis
48. Fowl cholera
49. Avian salmonellosis (S. enteritidis, S. typhimurium)
50. Fowl pox
51. Avian encephalomyelitis
52. Tularemia in hares
53. Brucellosis in hares
54. American foulbrood
55. European foulbrood
56. Varroosis
57. Infectious pancreatic necrosis
58. Viral haemorrhagic septicaemia
59. Infectious salmon anaemia

Annex No. 3

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  EVENT  OF  PRESENCE  
OF  WHICH  THE  COMPENSATION  OF  COSTS  AND  LOSSES  
SHALL  BE  PROVIDED  PURSUANT  TO  §  67  (2)

1. Foot-and-mouth disease

2. Rinderpest

3. Contagious bovine pleuropneumonia

4. Bluetongue

5. Swine vesicular disease

6. Classical swine fever

7. African swine fever

8. Porcine enterovirus encephalomyelitis

9. Highly pathogenic avian influenza

10. African horse sickness

11. Vesicular stomatitis

12. Peste des petits ruminants

13. Rift Valley fever

14. Lumpy skin disease

15. Sheep pox and goat pox

16. Venezuelan equine encephalomyelitis

17. Haemorrhagic disease of deer

18. Transmissible spongiform encephalopathy (TSE)

Annex No. 4

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  EVENT  OF  PRESENCE  
OF  WHICH  THE  COMPENSATION  OF  COSTS  AND  LOSSES  
SHALL  BE  PROVIDED  PURSUANT  TO  §  67  (3)

1. Newcastle disease

2. Anthrax
3. Aujeszky’s disease
4. Rabies
5. Paratuberculosis

6. Bovine brucellosis
7. Bovine tuberculosis
8. Enzootic bovine leukosis
9. Infectious bovine rhinotracheitis (IBR)
10. Bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE)
11. Ovine epididymitis
12. Caprine and ovine brucellosis
13. Maedi-Visna
14. Scrapie
15. Contagious equine metritis

16. Dourine

17. Equine encephalomyelitis

18. Equine infectious anaemia

19. Glanders

20. Porcine brucellosis

21. Porcine tuberculosis (avian)

22. Lowly pathogenic avian influenza

23. Infectious bursal disease

24. Marek’s disease

25. Avian mycoplasmosis

26. Avian chlamydiosis

27. Pullorum disease
28. Avian infectious bronchitis
29. Avian tuberculosis
30. Fowl cholera
31. Avian salmonellosis (S. enteritidis, S. typhimurium)
32. Fowl pox
33. Avian encephalomyelitis
34. American foulbrood
35. European foulbrood
36. Varroosis
37. Infectious pancreatic necrosis
38. Viral haemorrhagic septicaemia
39. Infectious salmon anaemia

Annex No. 5

Part A

STUDY  PROGRAMME  FOR  VETERINARY  SURGEONS

The programme of studies leading to the diploma, certificate or other evidence of required qualifications in veterinary medicine and hygiene shall include at least the following subjects:

I. Basic subjects:

· physics,

· chemistry,

· animal biology,

· plant biology,

· biomathematics.

II. Specific subjects

Group 1: Basic sciences

· anatomy (including histology and embryology),

· physiology,

· bio-chemistry,

· genetics,

· pharmacology,

· pharmacy,

· toxicology,

· microbiology,

· immunology,

· epidemiology,

· professional ethics.

Group 2: Clinical sciences

· obstetrics,

· pathology (including pathological anatomy),

· parasitology,

· clinical medicine and surgery (including anaesthetics),

· clinical lectures on the various domestic animals, poultry and other animal species,

· preventive medicine,

· radiology,

· reproduction and reproductive disorders,

· state veterinary service and public health,

· veterinary legislation and forensic medicine,

· therapeutics,

· propaedeutics.

Group 3: Animal production

· animal production,

· animal nutrition,

· agronomy,

· rural economics,

· animal husbandry,

· veterinary hygiene,

· animal ethology and protection.

Group 4: Food hygiene

· inspection and control of foodstuffs of animal origin,

· food hygiene and technology,

· practical work (including practical work in places where slaughtering and processing of foodstuffs takes place).

Practical training may be in the form of a training period, provided that such training is full-time and under the direct control of the competent authority, and does not exceed six months within the aggregate training period of five years study.

The distribution of the theoretical and practical training among the various groups of subjects shall be balanced and co-ordinated in such a way that the required knowledge and experience may be acquired in a manner which will adequately enable veterinary surgeons to perform all their various duties.

Part B

KNOWLEDGE  REQUIRED  FOR  THE  DIPLOMA,  CERTIFICATE  
OR  OTHER  EVIDENCE  OF  REQUIRED  QUALIFICATIONS  
IN  VETERINARY  MEDICINE  AND  HYGIENE

Knowledge:

a) of the sciences on which the activities of the veterinary surgeon are based;

b) of the structure and functions of health of animals, of their husbandry, reproduction and hygiene in general, as well as their feeding, including the technology involved in the manufacture and preservation of foods corresponding to their needs;

c) of the behaviour and protection of animals;

d) of the causes, nature, course, effects, diagnosis and treatment of the diseases of animals, whether considered individually or in groups, including a special knowledge of the diseases which may be transmitted to humans;

e) of preventive medicine;

f) of the hygiene and technology involved in the production, manufacture and putting into circulation of foodstuffs of animal origin;

g) of the laws, regulations and administrative provisions relating to the subjects listed in (a) to (f);

h) clinical and other practical experience under appropriate supervision.

__________________________________
TRANSITIONAL  PROVISIONS

1.
Where in other legal rules the terms “district veterinary administration“, “Municipal Veterinary Administration in Brno“, “Municipal Veterinary Administration in Ostrava“ or “Municipal Veterinary Administration in Plzeň” are used, it means a “regional veterinary administration“.

2.
District veterinary administrations, the Municipal Veterinary Administration in Brno, the Municipal Veterinary Administration in Ostrava and the Municipal Veterinary Administration in Plzeň shall be abolished on the day of taking effect of this Act. Their tangible property, rights and obligations, including rights and obligations resulting from work law relations, they have on the date of abolition shall pass over to locally competent regional veterinary administrations on the day of taking effect of this Act.

3.
Employees employed, on the day of taking effect of this Act, by district veterinary administrations, the Municipal Veterinary Administration in Brno, the Municipal Veterinary Administration in Ostrava and the Municipal Veterinary Administration in Plzeň shall become, on the day of taking effect of this Act, the employees of the locally competent regional veterinary administration, having an equivalent work, position and point on the salary scale.

4.
If the authorization for professional veterinary activities (§ 50, § 51) does not comply with the conditions laid down in this Act, the holder of the authorization shall be obliged to apply, within a time limit of no more than six months from the day of taking effect of this Act, for bringing the authorization into compliance with this Act. If the holder of the authorization fails to apply and if the competent veterinary administration authority does not decide on its own initiative, the authorization formerly granted shall become void.

5.
A natural person who as an entrepreneur pursues veterinary preventive, diagnostic and therapeutic activities on the basis of decision of the State Veterinary Administration on his registration, who is not a member of the Chamber on the day of taking effect of this Act and who wants to continue in said activities from such a day shall be obliged to apply in writing, within a time limit of no more than six months from the day of taking effect of this Act, for a membership in the Chamber and to apply for a certificate referred to in § 60 (1) of Act No. 166/1999, as amended. If he fails to apply, his authorization for said activities shall become void.

6.
Keepers and entrepreneurs10) who are obliged to apply for approval and registration or for registration only pursuant to this Act shall be obliged to do so within six months from the day of taking effect of this Act.

7.
Wrappings/packagings used for foodstuffs of animal origin and bearing no health mark may be used till 31 December 2003. Foodstuffs of animal origin manufactured before the day of taking effect of this Act and put in store as a part of the state material reserves before the said date may be placed on the market without a health mark.

8.
Procedures not lawfully completed by district veterinary administrations on the day of taking effect of this Act shall be continued by locally competent regional veterinary administrations.

9.
For the time from the day of taking effect of this Act to the day of entry into force of the Treaty of Accession of the Czech Republic to the European Union, the provision of § 35 (1) of Act No. 166/1999, as amended, shall be applied also to transited veterinary goods when leaving the national territory.

10.
All veterinarians registered, by the day of taking effect of this Act, by the State Veterinary Administration as private veterinarians in accordance with former legal rules shall be considered to be veterinarians approved for certain activities from that day.

########
Act No. 131/2003 amending Act No. 166/1999 concerning veterinary care and amending certain related laws (Veterinary Act), as amended, has taken effect on 1 July 2003, with the exception of § 17a, Title IV (§ 28 to § 38d) and § 60 (2), which shall take effect on the day of entry into force of the Treaty of Accession of the Czech Republic to the European Union. The provisions of § 72a shall expire on the day of entry into force of the Treaty of Accession of the Czech Republic to the European Union.

1) E.g. Act No. 20/1966 on public health care, as amended; Act No. 240/1991 on breeding of farm animals; Act No. 246/1992 on protection of animals against cruelty, as amended; Act No. 91/1996 on feedingstuffs; Act No. 16/1997 concerning conditions for import and export of endangered species of wild animals and plants and other measures for protection of such species and amending and supplementing Act No. 114/1992 on protection of nature and landscape, as amended; Act No. 79/1997 concerning drugs and amending and supplementing certain related laws; Act No. 110/1997 concerning foodstuffs and tobacco products and amending and supplementing certain related laws 


3) Act No. 110/1997, as amended


   Act No. 20/1966, as amended 


4) Act No. 91/1996, as amended 


5) Act No. 79/1997, as amended 


6) Act No. 246/1992, as amended 


7) Act No. 449/2001 on game management, as amended 


7a) Constitutional Act No. 347/1997 establishing higher self-governing territorial units and amending Constitutional Act of the Czech National Council No. 1/1993, the Constitution of the Czech Republic, as amended by Constitutional Act No. 176/2001 


8) Act No. 240/1991 


9) § 15 of Act No. 246/1992


9a) Act No. 79/1997, as amended


     Act No. 258/2000 concerning public health protection and amending certain related laws, as amended


     Act No. 157/1998 concerning chemical substances and chemical preparations and amending certain other laws, as amended


10) § 2 (1) and (2) of the Commercial Code


11) Act No. 258/2000, as amended


     Government Order No. 27/2002 laying down a way of organization of work and working procedures the employer is obliged to provide for the work connected with keeping animals


12) Act No. 129/2000 on regions (the region establishment), as amended


13) § 3 (c) of Act No. 246/1992


13a) § 28 of Decree No. 357/2001 on identification and registration of horses, pigs, Ratitae and farmed game and on registration of poultry, breeding fish and bees


14) E. g. Decree No. 132/1964 on the railway transport code, as amended; Decree No. 133/1964 on the road transport code, as amended; Decree No. 222/1995 on waterways, navigation traffic in ports, common accidents and transport of dangerous things; Decree No. 17/1966 on the air transport code, as amended by Decree No. 15/1971


15) § 2 (a) and (b) of Act No. 110/1997


16) E.g. Act No. 449/2001, Decree No. 244/2002 implementing certain provisions of Act No. 449/2001 on game management


17) Act No. 102/1963 concerning fishery, as amended


17a) Act No. 22/1997 concerning technical requirements on products and amending and supplementing certain laws, as amended.


18) § 128 of Act No. 13/1993, the Customs Code, as amended by Act No. 1/2002


19) § 217 of Act No. 13/1993, as amended


20) § 145 of Act No. 13/1993, as amended


21) § 2 (g) of Act No. 13/1993, as amended by Act No. 1/2002


22) Act No. 114/1992, as amended


      Act No. 16/1997, as amended


23) § 49 of Act No. 13/1993, as amended


23a) § 55 and following of Act No. 258/2000, as amended


24) Act No. 526/1990 on prices, as amended by Act No. 135/1994


24a) § 29 of Act No. 222/1999 on defence of the Czech Republic


25) § 102 (2) (d) of Act No. 128/2000 on municipalities (municipal establishment)


25a) § 53 (5) of Act No. 218/2002 on service of civil servants in administrative authorities and on remuneration of these servants and other employees in administrative authorities (Service Act)


25b) Act No. 365/2000 concerning the public administration information systems and amending certain other laws


26) E.g. Act No. 634/1992 on consumer protection, as amended, Act No. 110/1997, as amended, Act No. 258/2000, as amended, Act No. 102/2001 concerning general safety of products and amending certain laws (Act on general safety of products), as amended by Act No. 146/2002


27) Act No. 552/1991 on state control, as amended


28) Act No. 110/1997


29) Act No. 50/1976 on area planning and building code (Building Act), as amended


29a) Act No. 381/1991 on Chamber of Veterinarians of the Czech Republic


29a) § 44 and § 45 of Act No. 111/1998 on universities and on amendment and supplement of other laws (University Act), as amended by Act No. 147/2001


29b) § 44 to 46 of Act No. 111/1998, as amended by Act No. 147/2001


30) § 1 (2) of Government Order No. 10/1999 repealing Government Order No. 192/1988 on poisons and certain other substances harmful to health, as amended, and laying down what substances shall be considered to be poisons for purposes of the Penal Code 


      § 31 of Act No. 157/1998, as amended by Act No. 352/1999


      § 58 of Act No. 258/2000, as amended by Act No. 274/2001


30a) § 44 and § 46 of Act No. 111/1998, as amended by Act No. 147/2001


30b) § 98 (1) of Act No. 111/1998, as amended by Act No. 147/2001


31) § 89 to 90 of Act No. 111/1998, as amended by Act No. 147/2001


32) § 2 (2) (c) of Act No. 381/1991


33) E.g. Act No. 141/1961 on criminal proceedings (Penal Code), as amended


33a) Act No. 79/1997, as amended


        Decree No. 472/2000 laying down a good clinical practice and detailed conditions of clinical trials of drugs


34) Act No. 123/2000 concerning medical devices and amending certain related laws


      Government Order No. 181/2001 establishing technical requirements for medical devices, as amended by Government Order No. 326/2001


35) Act No. 119/1992 on compensation of travel costs, as amended


36) Act No. 337/1992 on tax and fees administration, as amended


38) Act No. 71/1967 on administration procedures (Administration Code)
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