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Drawing up of contingency plan - Information 

1.1. Drawing up of crisis responding plans for combating of animal infectious diseases 
Drawing up of contingency plan results from art. 21a of the Act of 24 April 1997 on control of animal infectious diseases, examination of animal for slaughter and meat and the Veterinary Inspection with further amendments, hereinafter referred to as the “Veterinary Act”. 

This contingency plan is focused on unifying of procedures and by means of instructions on establishing standards regarding eradication of disease. 

1.1.1. 
Response to a crisis

Response to a crisis – natural disaster, takes place on three levels:

· central

· province
· district.

The response includes bodies responsible for animal health and crisis management, all necessary services, guards and inspections, and also any entities and organizations necessary in termination of a crisis.

1.1.2.
Drawing up and updating of the plan

SVD – PLAN version 1.0 of 30 June 2003, with Province and District contingency plan are integral parts of the program, including detailed instructions and procedures for each post. 


These plans are an element of National, Province and District Crisis Responding Plan (natural disaster time), because the structure of response in case of natural disaster in Poland presumes functioning of National Crisis Management Team being the part of National Center for Coordination of Public Rescue and Protection. Similar centers function on the province and district level. 

Content-related subordination results from the provisions of veterinary Act, laying down the structure of veterinary inspection:

Border Veterinary Officer, District  Veterinary Officers, private practice veterinary surgeons authorized to performing duties of official veterinarians are subordinate to Province Veterinary Officer, who is subordinated to Chief Veterinary Officer.

Chief Veterinary Officer is responsible for supervision and co-ordination of actions and for providing resources for control and eradication in case of an outbreak of epizooty on Polish territory. Chief Veterinary Officer is also obliged to notify adjacent countries, Veterinary Committee of EU, OIE and FAO about the outbreak and current situation.
On the national level responsibility for drawing up and updating of SVD – PLAN falls on Chief Veterinary Officer who approves ready plan and amendments in any related documents.

On the province level responsibility for drawing up and updating of  swine vesicular disease – PLAN falls territorially competent Province  Veterinary Officer who  approves ready plan and amendments in any related documents forwarding them for acceptance to Chief Veterinary Officer. 

On the district level responsibility for drawing up and updating of  SVD – PLAN falls territorially competent District  Veterinary Officer who  approves ready plan and amendments in any related documents forwarding them for acceptance to Province  Veterinary Officer. 

SVD – PLAN on the national, province and district level is an attachment to a crisis response plan in case of natural disaster. 


1.1.3.
Threats for national economy

Swine vesicular disease is one of the most infectious diseases of pigs and also one of the most affecting from economic point of view. The main importance of SVD is that it is clinically indistinguishable from foot-and-mouth disease and any cases of vesicular disease in pigs must be assumed to be foot-and-mouth disease until investigated by laboratory tests and proven otherwise.  The same control and eradication methods are applied to SVD as foot-and-mouth disease and these cause very high direct and indirect economic losses. The indirect losses through loss of export trade are likely to be especially severe. Moreover, destruction of the virus after an outbreak requires drastic measures, which must be undertaken quickly and effectively. 

While the international agreements marginalise duty fee as the means for market regulation, non-tariff business conditions gain importance.

The last case of swine vesicular disease was reported in Poland in 1972 and ever since our country is considered by l’Office International des Épizooties (OIE) as a country free from that disease. 

Poland presents itself to Member States of European Union as a country completely free from swine vesicular disease. 

The domesticated pig and wild boar population in Poland are entirely susceptible to swine vesicular disease and if SVD virus entered the Polish territory, the risk is high that the virus would spread quickly and extensively. The occurrence of SVD epidemics in Poland would result in losses to state economy amounting to 1 – 1,2% of GDP.
Poland has long borderlines with EU Member States, as well as with third countries and any introduction of virus could have serious consequences for our neighbours. Swine vesicular disease may spread quickly over borders. As an example, it is enough to look at how the SVD spread in Western Europe in 1999, from Holland to Portugal. The availability of an up-to-date contingency plan in Poland for SVD is considered as a key element of national readiness to eradication of this disease in case of an outbreak. 

The legal basis for contingency plan is the Act of 24 April 1997 on control of animal infectious diseases, examination of animal for slaughter and meat and the Veterinary Inspection  with further amendments, consolidated text of 1999  O.J. No. 66 item 752 with further amendments.

Responsibilities and actions of Polish veterinary services are based on Community legislation.
1.2. Introduction to contingency plan 

Organization diagram of individual levels of the State administration involved in eradication of disease described in this plan.

1.2.1. Structure of units:

1.2.1.1. Administrative division of the country

Annex No 1
1.2.1.2. Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 

Annex No 2 



1.2.1.3. Main Veterinary Inspectorate

Annex No. 3


1.2.1.4. Province Veterinary Inspectorate
Annex No 4
1.2.1.5. District Veterinary Inspectorate

Annex No 5
1.2.2. Functioning of crisis reaction centres



 

results from: 
art. 12 items  1 and 3
– crisis reaction centres 



art. 12 item 2 

– tasks of crisis reaction centres 

(item 3 – preparation and updating Crisis Reaction Plans) Act of 18 April 2002 on a Natural Disaster State
and

· §3 – communal reaction centre,

· §4 – district crisis reaction centre,

· §5 – province crisis reaction centre,

· § 7,8,9,10 – organisation of the centres' work,

· § 11,12,13,18 – technical equipment of the centres,

§16, 17 – the financing of the centres results from the Resolution of the Council of Ministers of 3 December 2002 on the creation of the Communal, District, and Province Crisis Reaction Centres as well as the Governmental Crisis Co-Ordination Centre and their functioning (O.J. 2002 No 215, item 1818)
Moreover, Province Crisis Reaction Centres are established in connection with art. 15 item 4 of the Act of 5 June 1998 on the Governmental Administration in Provinces (O.J. No 80 of 2001, item 872, No 128, item 1407 and of 2002 No 37, item 329, No 41, item 365, No 62, item 558, No 89, item 804, No 200, item 1688).
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