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11. Province Veterinary Officer (PVO)

11.1. Responsibility for control and eradication of Swine Vesicular Disease in the province (voivodship)

The responsibility for control and eradication of Swine Vesicular Disease (SVD) in provinces (voivodships) rests with the respective Province Governors (Voivods) who transfer functional liability on account of these actions onto the respective Province Veterinary Officers. The PVO acts as a deputy to the Chairman of the Province Crisis Management Centre (WCZK), under the aegis of the Province Governor.

Surveillance and co-ordination of actions and provision of uniform means and measures of control, in case of outbreak of an epizootic within the district, is responsibility of the PVO who has the Province Veterinary Inspectorate at his disposal, as regards determination of the policies of action.

11.2. Tasks of PVO:
· preparation and updating of the contingency plan for the respective province, and submittal of same to the Chief Veterinary Officer for acceptance;

· co-ordination, supporting and inspecting/monitoring District Crisis Teams (PZK);

· analysing the state of endangerment, assignment of tasks, co-ordination of actions, and supervision of actions performed by District Veterinary Officers;
· establishment of ‘WZK’ by way of order, and appointment of the Chairman and deputies thereto;

· activation of ‘WZK’ as of the date on which information re. suspicion is obtained;

· close collaboration with the National Crisis Team, under the aegis of the CVO;

· strict co-operation with the DVO as regards preparation infected and endangered areas as well as protected area, and, applying with the Province Governor for issuance of a decree introducing temporary or complete limitations as in line with Art. 23 of the ‘Veterinary Act’;

· provision of adequate funds from the Province Governor’s budgetary reserves for controlling of SVD – in case of detection of the latter, and forwarding these funds to districts (powiats) controlling the illness;

· announcing on detection of SVD focus(es) and reporting to the Chief Veterinary Officer;

· co-ordination of actions related to killing/slaughtering of animals, taking into account the number of slaughter groups, utilisation plants’ and transportation facilities’ throughput capacities, and any other factors exerting an impact on those actions;

· co-ordination of possibilities of slaughtering slaughter animals in slaughterhouses with regard to welfare of these animals;

· conduct of training of professional employees and any other indispensable services, as well as representatives of agricultural and producer unions and organisations;

· co-operation with institutions and organisations proving indispensable for controlling/eradication of SVD;

· enabling the flow of information and preparing reports for the Chief Veterinary Officer and the Province Governor;

· ensuring that each District Veterinary Inspectorate has been equipped with sufficient quantities of:

· necessary forms being indispensable for performing of actions in case of suspicion, outbreak of SVD, investigation, controlling, etc.,
· disinfecting agents being indispensable for controlling of SVD,

· equipment designed for SVD controlling;
· approving of district contingency plans re. controlling of SVD;

· ensuring that communiqués will be provided, as agreed-upon with the Province Governor, in view of use thereof in the mass media, to the Province Governor’s press spokesman, with a proper frequency, following a final acceptance from CVO;

· responsibility for proper health-and-safety-at-work conditions.

11.3. Responsibility for training and organisational/administrative preparation

The Province Veterinary Officer shall be responsible for provision of [an opportunity of] permanent preparation of district and border veterinary services – as regards organisation, resources and level of training received – for fast and efficient responding to crisis circumstances related to the occurrence of the sickness in question. As to the scope of fulfilling his duties, the CVO is at all times supported by the Team of Swine Vesicular Disease Experts.

As to the scope in which he fulfils his duties, the PVO shall at all times be supported by members of the Voivodship Veterinary Inspectorate staff.

11.4. Organisational chart of the PVO’s Province Crisis Team (WZK)
The registered seat of a WZK shall be the respective Province Veterinary Inspectorate [to be filled-out by PVO]

The composition/cast and number of staff of a given WZK may differ, conditional upon the scale of epizootic and degree of difficulty of controlling thereof.
11.4.1. WZK: a block diagram







The above chart pictures the actions of KZK as transferred downwards. The Teams’ tasks and competencies have been described in the model District Contingency Plan being an integral part of the National Contingency Plan. Annex 1.

Detailed actions of the Province Veterinary Officer and Province Veterinary Inspectorate in case of occurrence of suspicion and outbreak of the sickness are described in the procedures and instructions constituting an integral part of this present SVD–PLAN.
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