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E POSITION AS AT 1 APRIL 2001

1.1 Current position

1.I.1  The total number of confirmed outbreaks of Foot and Mouth Disease in Great

Britain currently stands at 909. A single outbreak of FMD was also confirmed in N.
Ireland on 1 March 2001.

1.L1.2 The majority of outbreaks have involved sheep destined for slaughter, though
disease has been diagnosed in cattle and pigs. In addition to holdings on which disease
has been confirmed, animals on 1229 holdings considered to be at risk from FMD
through contacts with an infected holding, have also been killed. A total of 614,135
animals (149,521 cattle, 448,138 sheep, 178 goats and 16,300 pigs) are affected on the
909 holdings where FMD has been confirmed and 405,172 animals (59,100 cattle,

290,040 sheep, 875 goats and 55,157 pigs) on the 1,229 holdings considered at risk from
FMD.

1.1.3 Confirmed outbreaks have occurred in 36 of the 75 Counties in England, Scotland
and Wales. The Counties of Cumbria (368), Dumfries and Galloway (113) and Devon
(95) have been particularly affected as have Co. Durham (49), Powys (25) and Tyne and
Wear (13), Staffordshire (32), Worcester (18) Hereford (25) and Northumberland (25).
The other affected Counties have each had less than 10 outbreaks.

1.1.4  Of the confirmed cases, suspicion of disease was first reported by the owner in
697 instances, by a private veterinary surgeon in 27 instances while 67 outbreaks were
detected as a result of tracing from a confirmed outbreak and 63 were detected by MAFF
State Veterinary Service staff in the course of patrols in the 3-km protection zones
established around all confirmed outbreaks. Thirteen (24) outbreaks were identified in
flocks/herds destroyed as dangerous contacts, 9 were detected in abattoirs by the Official
Veterinary Surgeon.

I.L1.5 A total of 4,006 holding have been placed under official movement restrictions
because of suspect FMD. Restrictions have been lifted from 2,775 holding, FMD has
been confirmed on 909 holding and the outcome of investigations on 49 holding are .
awaited. In addition, susceptible species on an additional 1,229 holding have been killed
because they were considered at risk of disease through contact with a holding where
FMD had been confirmed.

1.1.6 A map showing the location of confirmed FMD outbreaks in Great Britain is at
Annex 1. '



1.2 Legislative controls

1.2.1  All the measures foreseen in Council Directive 85/511/EEC have been applied.
Protection and surveillance zones with radii of at least 3-km and 10-km “have been
imposed around each infected holding, the surveillance zones having been extend to take
account of the prevailing wind conditions at the time between in the introduction of
disease and its first detection.

1.2.2 On 23 February, The Foot and Mouth Disease Declaratory (Controlled) Area
Order 2001 was made making England and Wales a controlled area for the purposes of
FMD control and prohibiting the movement of all FMD susceptible animals and their
carcases in the whole of England and Wales except under license and banning the holding
of fairs, markets, shows or other gatherings of animals. Identical legislation was made in
Scotland.

1.2.3 This Order expired on 2 March and was replaced by The Foot and Mouth Disease
Declaratory (Controlled Area)(England & Wales)(No 2) Order 2001 which, while,
continuing to prohibit the movement of all FMD susceptible animals and their carcases in
the whole of England and Wales, provides for the movement of animals of any species
direct to abattoirs for slaughter. Local movements (upto 5-km), under license, have also
been permitted for welfare or reasons of essential farm operation but these latter
movements may not exceed 0.5-km and movements must take place within the
boundaries of the same holding

1.2.4  The controlled area was further extended without time limit by The Foot and
Mouth Disease Declaratory (Controlled Area)(England & Wales)(No 3) Order 2001
which came into force on 16 March 2001.




2 EPIDEMIOLOGY

2.1 A diagram showing the believed epidemiological links between confirmed cases
1s shown at Annex 2.

3 FUTURE DIRECTION OF CONTROLS

3.1 There are five key disease control aims.

* keep free of disease those areas of the country still free of FMD;

b

* halt the deteriorating disease situation in Devon;
* stop the spread of disease in the North of England and Southern Scotland:

* minimize the spread of disease from Longtown, Welshpool and Northampton
markets;

* climinate infection in flocks that have passed through dealers known to have
handled infected animals.

Keep free of disease those areas of the country still free of FMD

3.2 It is anticipated that new types of control areas will be established aimed at
avoiding the importation of FMD into these areas by the movement of animals from areas
where infection exists. High risk movements of sheep which took place before 23
February into these areas will be identified and removed

Devon

33 Disease is occurring mainly in cattle and is easier to identify. The topography and
farm structure (lots of small farms, dense animal populations, movements of people and
vehicles) is not suited to a large scale preventive slaughter campaign, though individual
farms or areas could be cleared on a case by case basis. The strategy will be to undertake
intensive foot patrols in the 3-km area around infected farms with individual farms being

visited by veterinary staff to ensure FMD cases are identified as early as possible to
prevent onward spread.

Southern Scotland and Northern England

3.4 There is a large focus of infection in this area, mostly concentrated in sheep
flocks, with the potential for rapid spread to adjacent holdings. It is proposed that all
sheep and pigs within 3-km of an FMD infected holding should be killed. Symptoms of
FMD are difficult to identify in sheep and the consequences of failure to identify infected



sheep are greatest. In the case of pigs, there is a risk of substantial acrosol spread in the
late stages of incubation before symptoms become apparent.

Spread of disease from Longtown, Welshpool and Northampton markets

3.5  There is clear evidence that sheep from markets in Welshpool, Longtown and
Northampton markets were exposed to infection and there is reason to suspect that with
the passage of time, numbers of flocks into which these sheep have been imported may be

infected. These flocks will be killed as dangerous contacts.

Sheep that have passed through dealers known to have handled infected animals

3.6 Flocks associated with the movements of sheep handled during the high-risk
period by two major dealers, may similarly be infected and will also be killed as
dangerous contacts. :




4 NEW INITIATIVES

4.1 In an attempt to bring the epidemic rapidly under control three new initiatives have
been taken:

(n Set a target of 24 hours from the time FMD is reported from a farm to the
destruction of all susceptible species on the holding.

(2) Destroy all susceptible species on holdings contiguous to an infected
holding within 48 hours of disease being confirmed.

(3) Kill all pigs and sheep on holdings within a 3Km radius of an infected
holding in Cumbria and Dumfries and Galloway.

4.2 The option to use vaccination is still under consideration.
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; S 4  Confirmed 01-04-01 5
A R 4 Confirmed 31-03-01
T el G 4  Remaining Premises

577 Cases

I Case

2 Cases
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