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1, Summary

TlJC'r~ is presently no clInical evidp:nce of Foot and Mouth Di(3c~se
(FMD) in Nol1hern Ir~land (NI) aner exten~ive tracings of all live6tock
contacts with Great Britain (GB).

(~Iinlcal and laboratory checks on 3 pig farms that 5upplit;!d pigs to
Cheale meats on 15/02/01 have revealed no cvidence of infection.

Ther~ has been major pr~~ coverage and CV(:> has promoted
incrcosed vigilance by the Famling industry. There h~s been no
evidence of FMD in any reported 5USpects, oUJer than one cow that
had extensive ulceration of the lingual mucosa and interdlgital
I rlceration with secondary infection.

.r=ollowing the collfirlll~ion of FMD In GB, NI, on 21: February 2001 ,
placed a ban on all cattle, sh~ep. goats and pigs and all associated
Qnimal products from GB in line witll the EU Decisinn of 21 February
2001.
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2. Chronology

cventDate

21/02/01 NotificatIon that a-Ni hauli~r nad taken pigs from NI to the Essex
slaughterhouse. Batches of pigs frorn 3 NI herds were pnssibly
in lairage at same time as clinically affected pigs (15/02/01).
These herds wcre visited restricted, clinically insp~(.,ied and blood
samples taken. No signs of FMD in any of these herds.

The haulier was Interviewed and gave information that he hQd
trallspuIl~IJ other livestock In Ireland and GB. This information
relayed to Ireland and GB.

Commission Decision implementcd to ensure non-eligibl~
liv~stock and products could not be exported. A ban on the
Import from GR of livestock and non-eligible product3 put in

place.

23/02/0'1 Pig herds ~s above inspecte-d ana remained clinically healthy.
InformatIon from GB nn ~onflrmation of FMD in the likely PrimaryHerd. ,

Decision taken to b~n the export of livestock to GB "dnd impose a
st~nd still on ~nim31 movcmcnt except with DARD prior
authorisation.

All cattle. stleep. pigs and goats movement from GB in previous
4 weeks traced and I;;lillical visits started.

One suspect cow (dead) notificd by a Private Praclili(Jner.
Animal Imported from GB on 10 December 2000. Samples
taken to rulec Olrt FMLJ and fam1 restricted.

Ban on the movement of all su~c;eptible animals within NI with
out prior notification to DARD.

Tracing visits to all animals Imported from G-B over the last 4
weeks continLJAd- '04 fanT1s visited. FanT1s which had imported

I animals within the last 2 weeks were restricted and will be

I revisited on a daily basIs until imported animals have been
I present in NI for at leCi~t 2 weeks.

24/02/01

--

25/02/01 I racing visits comjn~

--

26/02/01 I racing visits~cOntlnue.
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3. Detail of backward traced pig farm5

3.1BT/O1/P/O1

BT/O2JP/O1

BT/O3/P/O1



5

4. Investigation of haulier

nl~ haulier that tran,sported the pigs from the NI farm~ to the I=ssex
Meat plant has beeri interviewed and his movements InvestigatAct in
detail. After unloading the pigs at the Essex slauytllerhouse. he drove
to Scotland to pick up 5heep, which were subsequently imported in to
NI for direct GID.ughtcr. Ho did not visit any other NI fam1s before his
lorry was cleaned and di~jnfected 3nd WD.~ GubGequently used to
transport cattle within Ireland. The Irish authorities have been informed
nf this connection and have been following it up. MAFF officials arc
follow)ng up the Scottish connection.

5. Detail of suspect cattle herd (S/O3/01 )

Private veterinary surgeon (PVS) collcd to a recumbent cow on
20/02/01. Reported to have been chronically ill r.incc importation from
l;H on 15 December 2000. Animal was treated then and on following
day. No rA~pnn~A ro treatment and cow was euthanised on 23/02/01.
PV.S reported case as suspect FMD in ViAW of the developing situation
irl GB. Clinical signs included sloughing of mucosa of mouth and nose
and interdigital slougtJirlg. There was also ocular discharge and
~meal opacity, scabs on teats and urld~r-running of the coronary
band. The most likely diagnosis was Malignant Catarrhal Fever (MCF).
C~lf at foot was healthy.

The re~t nf h~rd of 101 cattle are clinically healthy.
sheep on the farm -none are showing ~ign~ of rMD.

There are 400

Tho farm was restricted on 23/02/01

Samples taken from the SIJSPP;ct cow and dispatched to Pirbnght. The
carcase of the suspect anImal was bumt on farm.

Doily cliniCQI cxaminations on the rest of the herd have revealed no
evidence of FMD to date.
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rinaJ results of samples are awaited but the initial ELISA tests are

negative.

G. Investigations of animals imported from GB

In view of tile developing situation in GB on 23/02/01 a decision was
taken to carry out visits to all farms that had imported susceptible
livestock since 23/01/01. A ban on the movement of livestock with in
NI without prior notification to DARD was put in place. Details of GB
imports were derived from:

ANIMO n()tifiC'.ationg.

Log of importation recorded by Portal inspectors at Larlle ar Id
Belfast rorts

.

APHIS and an Import/Export Database completed by DVOs on
receipt of notification of imports.

104 such surveilJance visits have been carried out. Staff were
instructed to give, a tull clinical inspection to all livestock imported from
GB: In the C'.aseof animals that had been imported mnre than 14 days
previously a single visit was carried out. 'NtIere animals had been
imported le~s than 14 day~ 'd daily visil 'dfld clinical examination was
requested. Restriction notices were served and are only being lirted a~
clear clinical examinations are carried out and the livestock have been
in NI for at lea5t 14 days.

7. Detail of ban on imports of livestock and produ~t from GB

On 21/02/01 the Import of cattle, sheep, pigs and goats from GB was
u"dflr,Jt;d. Irrlport or ~Iudu(;ls U)al did flUl curflply with the Commission
decision were also banned.

This ban was enforced by DARD Portal inspection staff at Larne and
Belfast Ports.

8. Standstill on animal movomonts

A standstill on animal movements without prior authorisation from

.DARD W3S introduced in NI on 23/2101.

This Included a ban on the export of all susceptible species from NI to
GB.
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All livestock markets. shows and gathering~ ot animals were
~u5pended on the same day.

9. Conclusion

We believe that NI is currently free of FMD and has in pla~ systems to
minimi$c the risk of introduction of FMD to NI.
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