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The Act

of 11 March 2004 

on protection of animal health and control of infectious diseases of animals1)
(The  Journal of Laws of 20 April 2004)

Chapter 1

General regulations

Article 1. This Act defines: 

  1)  veterinary requirements for starting and running of activity in the areas of: 

a)    profit-making transportation of animals or transportation of animals performed in connection with other business activities;

b)    organisation of fairs, exhibitions, shows or contests of animals;

c)    marketing of animals, excluding marketing performed in the frames of agricultural activity in the meaning of the legal regulations on business activity, agency for this marketing or commercial purchasing of animals; 

d)    management of quarantine stations, rest places or transshipment stations or water change stations for transportation of aquaculture animals; 

e)    management of gathering stations for animals; 


f)    manufacturing, acquiring, maintenance, processing, storage, marketing or utilisation of biological material; 

g)    management of procreation station; 

h)    management of poultry farms; 

i)    raising or breeding of aquaculture animals and reproduction of fish; 

j)    management of animal shelters; 

k)    raising or breeding of wild game hold by humans as livestock (farm-game); 

l)    holding or breeding of animals in zoological gardens, universities, institutes of Polish Academy of Science or research and development institutions;

m)    breeding of laboratory animals;

n)    holding of farm animals for placing these animals or products of animal origin obtained from or of these animals on the market;

o)    collecting, transportation, storage, handling, processing and utilisation or removal of by-products of animal origin not intended for human consumption, called hereinafter “by-products of animal origin”

- called hereinafter “supervised activity”; 

  2)  veterinary requirements for: 

a)    import of animals, non-edible products of animal origin and by-products of animal origin (import requirements);

b)    placing on the market, including trade,  of animals, non-edible products of animal origin, by-products of animal origin and moving of equidae; 

  3)  principles for: 

a)    control of infectious diseases of animals; 

b)    application of substances of hormonal, thyrostatic and beta-antagonistic effect. 

Article 2. The terms used in the act shall have the following meanings: 

  1)  poultry - hens, ducks, geese, turkeys, domestic quails, guinea fowls, ostriches and other ratite birds, pigeons, pheasants and partridges, hold for procreation, meat or consumption egg production or for restoration of a game-fowls population; 

  2)  aquaculture animals - live fish, crustacea or molluscs in any growth stadium, from farms or wild, for placement on farms; 

  3)  aquaculture products - products for breeding purposes, acquired from aquaculture animals (eggs and gametes); 

  4)  equidae - wild or domesticated animals of the following species: horses, zebras or donkeys and progeny produced by crossing of these species; 

  5)  registered equidae - equidae that in accordance with other regulations are entered to books of farm animals or registered in such registers and awaiting entering, identified with the use of an identity document issued by: 

a)   a body that keeps the farm animal book or  register in the country of origin of the animal, or

b)   an international union or organisation that holds horses for sport events or horse races; 

  6)  farm animals - farm animals in the meaning of the legal regulations on organisation of breeding and procreation of farm animals; 

  7)  herd - animal or animals of the same species, located in the same farm and with the same epizootic status; in case of poultry, these are animals located in the same room or enclosed area; 

  8)  farm - buildings, free areas or other areas, where the farm animals are kept; for aquaculture animals - buildings or other areas, where these animals are kept for placing on the market; 

  9)  non-edible products of animal origin - biological material, hatching poultry eggs and aquaculture products; 

  10) biological material - semen, ova, embryos and tissues used for its production, of animal origin, to be utilised in procreation, with exclusion of hatching poultry eggs and aquaculture products; 

  11) import - import from third countries in the meaning of the legal regulations on the border veterinary inspection; 

  12) trade - trade in the meaning of the legal regulations on the veterinary requirements for products of animal origin; 

  13) placing on the market - placing on the market in the meaning of the legal regulations on the veterinary requirements for products of animal origin; 

  14) marketing - import, placing on the market and export to third countries; 

  15) products - non-edible products of animal origin, by-products of animal origin, products of animal origin in the meaning of the legal regulations on the veterinary requirements for products of animal origin; 

  16) third country - a country that is not the member of the European Union; 

  17) official veterinarian - the official veterinarian defined in the legal regulations on the veterinary Inspection or a veterinarian designated by a central institution or other institution authorised by a central institution of other Member State of the European Union the Republic of Poland or of third country; 

  18) mean of transportation - a mean of transportation in the meaning of the legal regulations on the veterinary requirements for products of animal origin; 

  19) health certificate - veterinary certificate in the meaning of the legal regulations on the veterinary border inspection and a document issued by the official veterinarian, certifying the heath status of an animal or animals, the health status of a herd these animals belong to or the health quality of non-edible products of animal origin; 

  20) poultry farm - a building or its part where one of the following activities is performed: 

a)    production of hatching eggs for hatching of reproductive, preparental or parental nestlings (breeding farm); 

b)    production of hatching eggs for hatching of usable nestlings (reproductive farm); 

c)    rearing of poultry until puberty stage of growth or commencement of egg yield (poultry rearing farm);

d)    incubation of hatching eggs, hatching and delivery of one-day nesting, i.e. nesting not older than 72 hours, not fed; in case of Cairina moschata or its hybrids, feeding is acceptable (poultry hatching farm); 

  21) infectious diseases of animals - infectious diseases of animals caused by factors, which due to their characteristics, ways of originating and spreading are dangerous for health of animals or humans; 

  22) infection suspected animal - an animal from a susceptible species, which could have indirect or direct contact with an infective factor causing the infectious disease of animals; 

  23) disease suspected animal - an animal from a susceptible species with clinical symptoms or post-mortem changes indicating occurrence of the infectious disease of animals; the animal is infection suspected also if the results of diagnostic test are ambiguous; 

  24) diseased or infected animal - an animal diagnosed, alive or post-mortem, by the official veterinarian as diseased with the infectious disease of animals; 

  25) animal from susceptible species - an animal of a given species that can be infected or can contaminate or infect; 

  26) animal carcass - dead or slaughtered for other purpose than human consumption; 

  27) control of infectious diseases of animals - notification, spreading prevention, detection, inspecting and elimination of infectious diseases of animals, cleaning and disinfection as well as procedures for re-placement of animals in a farm; 

  28) focus of disease - a farm or other place where animals are kept, where the official veterinarian diagnosed one or more occurrences of the infectious disease of animals; 

  29) infected area - an area directly surrounding the focus of disease, subject to restrictions, in particular prohibitions, orders and control measures implemented in the course of control of infectious diseases of animals; 

  30) imperilled area - an area surrounding the infected area subject to restrictions, in particular prohibitions, orders and control measures implemented in the course of control of infectious diseases of animals; 

  31) buffer area - an area surrounding the imperilled area subject to restrictions, in particular prohibitions and orders concerning relocations of animals; 

  32) vector - a human, animal or object that can convey a disease; 

  33) owner of animal - a natural person, legal person or organisational unit without legal personality that is in possession of an animal, also temporarily; 

  34) quarantine - isolation of animals for observation or examination that are to exclude the possibility of conveying or spreading of the infectious disease of animals; 

  35) quarantine station - isolated building for temporary stay of animals, where the quarantine is performed; 

  36) region - a part of the territory of the Member State of the European Union with the area of minimum 2,000 km2, which is controlled by appropriate institutions and which comprise at least one of the administrative units specified in Annex 1; 

  37) gathering station for animals - gathering place and purchasing centre where bovine animals, swine, sheep, goats and equidae from different farms are gathered together for forming of consignments of animals for trade; in case of bovine animals and swine it can also be a farm these animals originate from; 

  38) therapeutic actions - administration, after examination performed by the veterinarian, for an animal of substances having hormonal, thyrostatic or beta-antagonising effect for fertility problem treatment - including termination of pregnancy; beta-antagonising substances can be also administered for treatment of respiration difficulties or induction of a birth process for equidae hold for purposes other than meat production and for induction of a birth process for cows; 

  39) zootechnical actions - administration: 

a)    for a farm animal or wild game hold by humans as livestock - of any substance permitted for synchronisation of oestrus and preparation of donors and recipients of embryos for implantation, after examination performed by the veterinarian and for his/her responsibility; 

b)    for aquaculture animals - of any substance permitted for a sex inversion, on the basis of prescription of the veterinarian and  for his/her responsibility.

Article 3. 1. Proceedings in individual cases decided by way of decision are subject to the regulations of the Public Administration Code of Practice, if not indicated otherwise by regulations of the Act. 

2. Issues concerning by-products of animal origin not regulated by the Act are subject to the act on waste materials. 

Chapter 2

Veterinary requirements for starting and running of supervised activity

Article 4. 1. A subject that runs the supervised activity, with exclusion of activity defined in Article 1 (1) (o), shall fulfil the veterinary requirements defined for the given type and scope of the supervised activity. 

2. The subject referred to in paragraph 1 above in the scope of fulfilment of veterinary requirements shall provide location, health, hygienic, sanitary, organisational, technical or technological requirements protecting against epizootic or epidemic hazards or securing adequate quality of products, including in particular requirements concerning: 

  1)  health conditions of animals subject to the supervised activity or used therein, including those relating to examinations confirming these conditions and defined vaccinations; or 

  2)  farms, gathering stations, other places where animals are kept and herds and areas of origin of animals subject to the supervised activity or used therein; or 

  3)  methods of determination of origin of animals subject to the supervised activity or animals used for production, in the scope of the supervised activity,  of products of animal origin obtained from or of these animals, including the scope and methods of maintenance of the register of animals; or

  4)  buildings or places, where the supervised activity is performed or persons performing defined actions in the scope of this activity and the scope of these actions; or 

  5)  non-edible products of animal origin produced in the scope of the supervised activity, labelling and packaging methods, including requirements concerning packages; or

  6)  health certificates or other documents accompanying animals subject to the supervised activity or non-edible products of animal origin produced during this activity; or 

  7)  maintenance methods and scope of documentation as well as archiving period; or

  8)  transportation means and conditions for animals and non-edible products of animal origin subject to the supervised activity or used therein. 

3. The veterinary requirements for the supervised activity in the scope of gathering, transportation, storage, handling, processing and utilisation or removal of by-products of animal origin are defined by the legal regulations of the European Union laying down the sanitary regulations on by-products of animal origin not intended for human consumption. 

4. The rest place referred to in Article 1 (1) (d) is a place where transportation of animals is stopped for repose of animals and for feeding and watering of animals. 

5. The transshipment station referred to in Article 1 (1) (d) is a place where transportation of animals is stopped for transfer of animals from one transportation mean to another. 

Article 5. 1. Commencement of the supervised activity referred to: 

  1)  in Article 1 (1) (a), (c) to (f), (h) and (l) is allowed once the poviat official veterinarian applicable in respect of the place of the activity states by way of administrative decision the fulfilment of the requirements defined for the given type of activity;

  2)  in Article 1 (1) (b), (g), (i) to (k) and (n) is allowed upon previous writing notification on the intent of the poviat official veterinarian applicable in respect of the expected place of activity. 

2. The poviat official veterinarian shall issue the decision referred to in paragraph 1 point 1 above on application of the subject that intents to run the supervised activity forwarded at least 30 days before expected beginning date of the activity. 

3. The application referred to in paragraph 2 above shall include: 

  1)  name, surname, place of residence or name, seat and address of the subject; 

  2)  indication of type and scope of the supervised activity that the applying person is going to commence; 

  3)  indication of locations of buildings and places where the supervised activity is going to be performed and the expected period of performance of this activity. 

4. The poviat official veterinarian upon control shall issue the decision: 

  1)  that certifies the fulfilment of the veterinary requirements in case the requirements defined for the given type of the supervised activity referred to in Article 1 (1) (a), (c) to (f), (h) and (l) are fulfilled; 

  2)  that refuses to certify the fulfilment of the veterinary requirements in case the requirements defined for the given type of the supervised activity referred to in Article 1 (1) (a), (c) to (f), (h) and (l) are not fulfilled. 

5. Issuing the decision referred to in paragraph 4 point 1 above, the poviat official veterinarian shall: 

  1)  confirm the fulfilment of the veterinary requirements relating to individual buildings or places where the supervised activity is going to be performed or persons performing defined actions in the scope of this activity, provided this confirmation is required; 

  2)  assign a veterinary identification number: 

a)    for the subject, or 

b)    for individual buildings or places where the supervised activity is going to be performed or  persons performing defined actions in the scope of this activity in the case referred to in paragraph 1 above. 

6. To the application referred to in paragraph 1 point 2 above, the regulations of paragraph 3 shall be used accordingly; although, in case of the application concerning the supervised activity comprising holding of bovine animals, sheep and goats intended for trade, the application shall include an additional application notice for acknowledgement: 

  1)  of a animal herd as officially free from tuberculosis, officially free from brucellosis or free from brucellosis and officially free from enzootic bovine leucosis; 

  2)  of a farm where sheep and goats are hold as officially free from brucellosis or free from brucellosis. 

7. In case of the supervised activity comprising holding of bovine animals, sheep and goats intended for trade, the poviat official veterinarian, on the basis of the application referred to in paragraph 6 and upon control, shall issue the decision on: 

  1)  acknowledgement: 

a)    of a given animal herd as officially free from tuberculosis, officially free from brucellosis or free from brucellosis and officially free from enzootic bovine leucosis; 

b)    of a farm where sheep and goats are hold as officially free from brucellosis or free from brucellosis;

- if the veterinary requirements for the given acknowledgement type are fulfilled; 

  2)  refusal of acknowledgement: 

a)    of a given animal herd as officially free from tuberculosis, officially free from brucellosis or free from brucellosis and officially free from enzootic bovine leucosis, 

b)    of a farm where sheep and goats are hold as officially free from brucellosis or free from brucellosis

- if the veterinary requirements for the given acknowledgement type are not fulfilled. 

8. Subjects performing the supervised activity referred to in Article 1 (1) (a) to (c) shall notify the poviat official veterinarian applicable in respect of the organisation place of fairs, exhibitions, shows or contests and loading and unloading of animals on: 

  1)  time and place of fairs, exhibitions, shows or contests at least 30 days before the planned date of these events; 

  2)  loading and unloading of animals at least 24 hours before the planned time of loading or unloading. 

Article 6. 1. The following shall be recognised as approved in the meaning of the legal regulations of the European Union: 

  1)  subjects that received the decision defined in Article 5 (4) (1); 

  2)  the supervised activity performed by the subjects referred to in paragraph 1; 

  3)  individual objects or places where the supervised activity is performed or persons performing defined actions in the scope of this activity - in the case referred to in Article 5 (5) (1). 

2. The approvals of stations for the supervised activity referred to in Article 4 (3) shall be issued by way of administrative decision by the poviat official veterinarian on application of a subject intending performance of such activity. 

3. The application referred to in paragraph 2 above shall be subject to the regulations of Article 5 (2) and (3).. 

Article 7. The subject performing the supervised activity referred to in Article 1 (1) (a) to (1) and (n) and Article 4 (3) shall notify in writing the poviat official veterinarian on termination of the given type of the supervised activity as well as on any change of the legal or actual status relating to performance of such activity in the scope relating  to the veterinary requirements within 7 days from date of occurrence of such event. 

Article 8. 1. In case the poviat official veterinarian finds that in the course of performance of the supervised activity referred to in Article 1 (1) (a) to (n) or in Article 4 (3) the veterinary requirements defined for this activity are not fulfilled and depending on the scope of hazard for human or animal health, the poviat official veterinarian shall issue a decision that: 

  1)   orders removal of infringements of the requirements in defined period; or

  2)  orders suspension of the activity until infringements are not removed; or 

  3)  prohibit placing on the market or trade of the given animals subject to the activity or prohibit production, placing on the market or trade of products produced in the scope of this activity. 

2. In case the poviat official veterinarian finds that in the course of performance of the activity in the scope of veterinary medicine causes epizootic or epidemic hazard, the poviat official veterinarian by way of administrative decision shall suspend the activity and order immediate removal of infringements and notify relevant Circuit Board of Veterinary Surgeons. 

3. In case acknowledgements of fulfilment of the veterinary requirements are required for individual buildings or places where the supervised activity is performed or for persons performing defined actions in the scope of this activity, the decisions referred to in paragraph 1 shall be applied only for these objects, places or persons that are found to infringe the veterinary requirements. 

4. The poviat official veterinarian by way of administrative decision shall suspend or cancel acknowledgements referred to in Article 5 (7) (1) in case: 

  1)  the poviat official veterinarian finds that the veterinary requirements necessary for obtaining or retaining of such acknowledgement are not fulfilled; or

  2)  of epizootic or epidemic hazard, including justified suspicion of occurrence of the animal infectious disease referred to in such acknowledgement or diagnosis of such disease. 

Article 9. 1. In case the subject that performs the supervised activity does not comply with orders or prohibitions defined in the decision referred to in Article 8 (1) to (3), the poviat official veterinarian shall issue a decision prohibiting the performance of the given type of the supervised activity and delete the subject from the register referred to in Article 11. 

2. The poviat official veterinarian shall notify on the decision prohibiting performance of the supervised activity referred to in Article 1 (1) (a), (d) to (f), (h) and (l) and in Article 4 (3), through the province veterinarian, Chief Veterinarian who shall inform the other Member States of the European Union. 

3. The regulation of paragraph 1 shall not be applied to subjects performing the supervised activity referred to in Article 1 (1) (n). 

Article 10. 1. Minister in charge of agriculture shall define, by way of regulation, detailed veterinary requirements: 

  1)  for the individual types of the supervised activity referred to in Article 1 (1) (a) to (n), including: 

a)    cases, where  acknowledgements of fulfilment of the veterinary requirements for individual buildings or places where the supervised activity is performed or for persons performing defined actions in the scope of this activity are required; 

b)    detailed conditions that, once fulfilled, are the basis of the issue of decisions defined in Article 8 (1) and in Article 9 (1), depending on the type of the supervised activity; 

c)    conditions of re-acknowledgement of  fulfilment of the veterinary requirements by the given subject, building, place or person performing defined actions in the scope of this activity subject to the decision referred to in Article 9 (1), depending on the type of the supervised activity;

  2)  conditions necessary for obtaining or retaining of acknowledgement referred to in Article 5 (7) (1) and procedures of suspension and cancellation of such acknowledgement as well as re-recognition of a herd or a farm subject to suspension or cancellation of acknowledgement, including examination methods in this scope

- having regard to protection of public health, adequate supervision of the supervised activity  and the relevant legal regulations of the European Union. 

2. Minister in charge of agriculture shall define, by way of regulation, methods of definition of the veterinary identification number for subjects performing the supervised activity referred to in Article 1 (1) (a), (c) to (f), (h) and (l), having regard to adequate supervision of the performance of the given type of activity. 

3. Minister in charge of agriculture shall define, by way of regulation: 

  1)  additional requirements for application for confirmation of fulfilment of the veterinary requirements or for notification on intent of commencement of the supervised activity referred to in Article 1 (1) (a) to (l) and (n) and in Article 4 (3);

  2)  detailed methods of notification on intent for termination of the supervised activity referred to in  Article 1 (1) (a) to (l) and (n) and in Article 4 (3);

- having regard to adequate supervision of the performance of the given type of activity by the poviat official veterinarian. 

Article 11. 1. The poviat official veterinarian shall maintain a register of subjects performing the supervised activity referred to Article 1 (1) (a) to (l) and (n) and in Article 4 (3) in the applicable poviat. 

2. The register shall contain: 

  1)  name, surname, place of residence or name, seat and address of the subject; 

  2)  a veterinary identification number, if assigned; 

  3)  definition of type and scope of the supervised activity; 

  4)  information on decision referred to in Article 8 (1) (2) and (3) or in Article 8 (3); 

  5)  date of entry to and deletion from the register. 

3. The poviat official veterinarian shall forward, through the voivodship veterinarian, to Chief Veterinarian data entered to the register as well as information on any change of actual or legal status entered to the register. 

4. Minister in charge of agriculture shall define, by way of regulation, detailed scope of information, maintenance procedures for register and its form, as well as scope and procedures of transfer of information referred to in paragraph 3, having regard to adequate supervision of the subjects covered by the register. 

Article 12. 1. Chief Veterinarian, on the basis of information referred to in Article 11 (3), shall maintain: 

  1)  lists of subjects performing the supervised activity referred to in Article 1 (1) (a), (d) to (f), (h) and (l); 

  2)  lists of subjects performing the supervised activity referred to in Article 4 (3) in the scope defined by the legal regulations of the European Union laying down sanitary regulations for by-products of animal origin not intended for human consumption.. 

2. Chief Veterinarian shall forward to the European Commission lists of subjects performing the supervised activity referred to in Article 1 (1) (a), (d) to (f), (h) and (l) and in Article 4 (3) and shall inform the European Commission on each change thereof. 

Chapter 3

Veterinary requirements for import of animals, non-edible products of animal origin and by-products of animal origin

Article 13. 1. It is allowed to import ungulate animals, birds, aquaculture animals, apes (simiae and prosimiae), bees (apis melifera), leporidae, ferrets, minks and foxes as well as dogs and cats intended for marketing only from those third countries or their parts that are included on the lists published by the European Union, provided: 

  1)  health, sanitary, hygienic and organisational requirements protecting against epizootic or epidemic hazards or assuring adequate quality of products are fulfilled, in particular the requirements concerning: 

a)    health condition of imported animals, including those relating to examinations confirming this condition and defined routine vaccinations; or 

b)    farms, other places where animals are kept or herds or areas of origin of animals; or  

c)    periods when animals or herds of animals were located in the country concerned or on the defined  area of the country concerned, from which the animals are imported; or

d)    methods of determination of origin of animals, including scope and methods of maintenance of registers of animals in the place of origin; or 

e)    quarantines; or 

f)    methods and scope of maintenance of documentation and archiving period for documentation; or 

g)    transportation means and transportation conditions; 

- called hereinafter „animal health requirements”, defined for importation of a given animal species with regard to the intended use of animals; 

  2)   consignment of animals in the meaning of the legal regulations on the veterinary border inspection is accompanied by the original of a health certificate; 

  3)  animals are identified in accordance with other legal regulations - for equidae. 

2. The regulations of paragraph 1 shall not be applied to animals intended only for temporary pasturage or for draft purposes near the border of the Republic of Poland and third countries. 

3. The health certificate referred to in paragraph 1 point 2 above shall: 

  1)  be issued by the official veterinarian of a third country from which animals are imported; 

  2)  be prepared in at least one of the official languages of the Member State of the European Union where the veterinary border inspection is performed and of the Member State of the European Union that is destination place of animals; 

  3)  confirm that the animal health requirements, including the requirements defined in the legal regulations of the European Union, are fulfilled. 

4. Animals other than defined in paragraph 1 can be imported on the territory of the republic of Poland as a destination country provided there is a permit of such importation issued by Chief Veterinarian and the consignment of animals in the meaning of the legal regulations on the veterinary border inspection is accompanied by the original of the health certificate issued by the official veterinarian of this third country from which the animals are sent. 

5. The permit is issued, if the animal: 

  1)  originate from a farm or area free of infectious diseases of animals applicable for a species concerned; 

  2)  does not cause any epizootic or epidemic hazard. 

6. An application for permit shall be presented at least 14 days before the expected date of importation of consignment on the territory of the republic of Poland. 

7. An application for permit shall include: 

  1)  name, surname, place of residence or name, seat and address of the subject importing animals; 

  2)  indication of species, type and number of imported animals; 

  3)  name of the country where animals were purchased; 

  4)  indication of a border crossing and the expected date of importation of animals. 

8. The application for permit shall be accompanied with a certificate of payment of a fee for processing of the application; the amount of this fee is defined in the legal regulations on the veterinary Inspection. 

9. The permit shall include detailed animal health requirements. 

10. The health certificate referred to in paragraph 4 shall: 

  1)  be prepared in Polish language and in the official language of a third country from which animals are imported; 

  2)  confirm that the animal health requirements defined in the permit issued by Chief Veterinarian are fulfilled and include the number and date of issue of this permit. 

Article 14. 1. It is allowed to introduce imported bovine animals and swine intended for rearing or breeding to herd provided the poviat official veterinarian applicable in respect of the location of a farm where the herd is located certifies that this introduction shall not change the health status of animals in this herd. 

2. It is allowed to move imported bovine animals and swine provided the veterinary requirements for these animals necessary for trade are fulfilled. 

3. After introduction of bovine animals and swine imported from a third country to a farm, no animal from this farm can be sold within 30 days from the date of introduction of these animals, unless the imported animal was subject to the quarantine. 

4. Imported bovine animals, swine, sheep and goats intended for slaughter shall be delivered directly to a slaughterhouse and slaughtered within 5 working days from the date of delivery. 

5. Imported equidae intended for slaughter shall be delivered to a slaughterhouse directly or indirectly through animal gathering place and slaughtered within a period defined in the legal regulations of the European Union on animal health conditions and the veterinary requirements for imported equidae intended for slaughter. 

6. Imported poultry intended for slaughter shall be delivered directly to a slaughterhouse and slaughtered immediately within 72 hours from the date of delivery. 

7. The poviat official veterinarian can, having regard to conditions defined in the legal regulations of the European Union referred to in paragraph 5 above and taking into account the animal health conditions, assign a slaughterhouse where the animals referred to in paragraphs 4 and 5 are delivered and slaughtered. 

Article 15. 1. It is allowed to import non-edible products of animal origin provided the requirements defined in the legal regulations on the border veterinary inspection are fulfilled and: 

  1)  health, sanitary, hygienic, technical, technological and organisational requirements protecting against epizootic and epidemic hazards or securing adequate quality of these products are fulfilled, including in particular: 

a)     health requirements for animals from or of which products are obtained; or

b)     sanitary requirements for each phase of obtainment, manufacturing or processing of these products; or 

c)     health requirements for these products; or 

d)    requirements for persons performing defined actions in the scope of obtainment, manufacturing or processing of these products; or

e)    methods and scope of the official inspection of obtainment, manufacturing or processing of these products in a country from which they are imported and after their introduction on the territory of the Republic of Poland; or 

f)    conditions and methods of packaging, re-packaging or storage of these products, including requirements concerning packages; or  

g)    marking requirements for these products; or 

h)    requirements for maintenance methods and scope of documentation and archiving period for documentation; or 

i)    requirements for transportation means and conditions for these products 

- called hereinafter “non-edible product health requirements”, defined for import of a given type of non-edible products of animal origin; 

  2)  consignment of products in the meaning of the legal regulations on the veterinary border inspection is accompanied with the original of a health certificate.. 

2. The health certificate referred to in paragraph 1 point 2 shall: 

  1)  be issued by the official veterinarian of a third country from which non-edible products of animal origin are imported; 

  2)  confirm that the health requirements for non-edible products of animal origin, including the requirements defined in the legal regulations of the European Union, are fulfilled; 

  3)  be prepared in at least one of the official languages of the Member State of the European Union where a veterinary border inspection is performed and of the Member State of the European Union that is destination place of non-edible products of animal origin. 

3. Requirements for import of by-products of animal origin are defined in the legal regulations of the European Union laying down sanitary regulations for by-products of animal origin not intended for human consumption. 

Article 16. It is allowed to export an imported biological material from the territory of the Republic of Poland to the other Member State of the European Union, provided: 

  1)  the veterinary requirements necessary for trade of this material are fulfilled; 

  2)  consignment of this material is accompanied with the original of the health certificate issued by the official veterinarian of the state from which this material was imported as well as the veterinary certificate of border-crossing issued by a border official veterinarian. 

Article 17. 1. In case there is a suspicion of occurrence or occurrence of infectious disease on the territory of a third country or on the part of its territory, Minister in charge of agriculture can, by way of regulation, prohibit importation of animals or non-edible products of animal origin that can convey this disease from the whole territory of this country or from the part of its territory, having regard to protection of public health and animal health as well as the relevant legal regulations of the European Union. 

2. Minister in charge of agriculture shall immediately notify the other Member States of the European Union and the European Commission on the introduced prohibition with justification of decision. 

3. Prohibition is valid until the European Commission decides on the prohibition on import of animals or non-edible products of animal origin. 

Article 18. Minister in charge of agriculture shall define, by way of regulation: 

  1)  detailed veterinary requirements, including the health requirements for animals and non-edible products, for import of: 

a)    animals, referred to in Article 13 (1), taking into account their species and intended use; 

b)    non-edible products of animal origin,  taking into account their type and intended use

- having regard to the level of epizootic and epidemic security of a third country from which they are imported; 

  2)  detailed requirements for the health certificates referred to in Article 13 (1) (2) and Article 15 (1) (2), procedures of issuance and forms of these certificates, taking into account species and intended use of animals and having regard to unification of the form of these certificates with forms used in the other Member States of the European Union. 

Chapter 4

Veterinary requirements for trade of animals, non-edible products of animal origin and by-products of animal origin

Article 19. 1. It is allowed to trade animals subject to the regulations on the veterinary inspection in trade, with exclusion of equidae and aquaculture animals, provided the requirements defined in these regulations and the animal health requirements defined for trade of the given species of animals or for intended use of animals are fulfilled, including: 

  1)  for bovine animals: 

a)    animals were clinically examined by the official veterinarian not later than 24 hours before shipment and had no clinical symptoms of disease in the course of this examination; 

b)    they originate from farms or areas not covered by restrictions applied for health purposes; 

c)   they are not animals that should be killed or slaughtered in accordance with a programme of control of infectious diseases of animals, implemented in a region or country of origin of animals; 

d)    the official veterinarian, after identification of animals and control of documents concerning these animals, confirmed that they were imported from the Member State of the European Union or were imported from a third country in accordance with the veterinary requirements defined in the legal regulations of the European Union;

e)   they are from a herd officially free from tuberculosis, brucellosis and enzootic bovine leucosis; 

  2)  for swine - they fulfil the requirements defined in paragraph 1 points (a) to (d); 

  3)  for sheep and goats: 

a)    animals were clinically examined by the official veterinarian not later than 24 hours before shipment and had no clinical symptoms of disease in the course of this examination; 

b)    they originate from farms not covered by restrictions applied for health purposes and did not have any contact with animals originated from farms covered by such restrictions;

c)    they were not covered by means of control of foot and mouth disease, including vaccination against foot and mouth disease; 

d)    they are not animals that should be killed or slaughtered in accordance with a programme of control of infectious diseases of animals, implemented in a region or country of origin of animals; 

e)    they were imported from the Member State of the European Union or were imported from a third country in accordance with the veterinary requirements defined in the legal regulations of the European Union;

f)    they are from a farm officially free from brucellosis or free from brucellosis, with exclusion for sheep and goats intended for slaughter; 

  4)  for poultry: 

a)    they originate from poultry farms approved by the official veterinarian, located on farms or in areas not covered by restrictions applied for health purposes;

b)    they were clinically examined by an official veterinarian before shipment and had no clinical symptoms of disease in the course of this examination, 

c)    they are not animals that should be killed or slaughtered in accordance with a programme of control of infectious diseases of animals, implemented in a region or country of origin of animals; 

d)    intended for slaughter, animals originate from farms not covered by restrictions applied for health purposes and not located in the area infected or imperilled by highly pathogenic avian influenza or Newcastle disease. 

2. In case there are restrictions applied due to brucellosis, rabies or anthrax, animals from such farm can be subject to trade after minimum: 

  1)  42 days from the date the last diseased or infected, infection or disease suspected animal or animal from a brucellosis susceptible species from this farm is killed; 

  2)  30 from the date the last diseased or infected, infection or disease suspected animal or animal from a rabies susceptible species from this farm is killed; 

  3)  15 from the date the last diseased or infected, infection or disease suspected animal or animal from an anthrax susceptible species from this farm is killed. 

3. The regulations of paragraph 1 point 4 shall not be applied for poultry intended for exhibitions, shows and contests. 

Article 20. 1. The fulfilment of the veterinary requirements referred to in Article 19 is certified in the health certificate issued by the official veterinarian of this Member State of the European Union from which animals are exported. 

2. The health certificate accompanying animals during transportation to a destination place shall be: 

  1)  issued on the date of clinical examination referred to in Article 19 (1); 

  2)  prepared in at least one of the official languages of the exporting country and destination country. 

3. The animal health certificate referred to in Article 19 (1) (1) to (3) is valid for 10 days from the date of clinical examination of animals, performed for issuance of this certificate. 

4. The animal health certificate referred to in Article 19 (1) (4) is valid for 5 days from the date of clinical examination of animals, performed for issuance of this certificate. 

5. The clinical examination referred to in Article 19 (1) shall be performed in a farm from which animals originate, in a gathering place or in premises of a subject performing the activity defined in Article 1 (1) (c). 

Article 21. 1. Bovine animals, swine, sheep and goats subject to trade shall have no contact with other artiodactyls of the different health status within the period from departure from a farm to arrival to a destination place. 

2. The official veterinarian shall examine bovine animals and swine before they are introduced to animal gathering place. 

3. In case bovine animals and swine subject to trade are transported to the other Member State of the European Union indirectly through animal gathering place located on the territory of the Republic of Poland, the poviat official veterinarian applicable in respect of this place shall issue a second health certificate for animals, entering a number of the health certificate issued by the official veterinarian applicable in respect of the place of origin of animals and enclose it to this certificate or to officially certified copy of this certificate.

4. The health certificate referred to in paragraph 3, issued by the poviat official veterinarian, is valid for maximum 10 days from the date of examination performed for issuance of the health certificate by the official veterinarian of the exporting country. 

5. Bovine animals and swine intended for slaughter introduced on the territory of the Republic of Poland from the other Member State of the European Union and delivered to: 

  1)  slaughterhouse - shall be slaughtered immediately, but not later than 72 hours from the date of delivery to the slaughterhouse; 

  2)  animal gathering place - shall be slaughtered in a slaughterhouse immediately, but not later than 3 working days from the date of delivery to this place. 

6. Animals referred to in paragraph 5, delivered to animal gathering place, shall have no contact with artiodactyls that do not fulfil the requirements for trade of such animals until they are delivered to the slaughterhouse. 

Article 22. 1. It is allowed to trade non-edible products of animal origin, with exclusion of aquaculture products, provided the requirements defined in the regulations on the veterinary inspection are fulfilled and: 

  1)  the veterinary requirements defined for the given type of supervised activity relating to these products are fulfilled in the course of their production; 

  2)  the health requirements for non-edible products defined for trade of the given type of non-edible products of animal origin are fulfilled. 

2. The fulfilment of the requirements referred to in paragraph 1 shall be confirmed in a health certificate issued by the official veterinarian of the Member State of the European Union that exports non-edible products of animal origin. 

3. The health certificate accompanying non-edible products of animal origin during transportation shall be prepared in at least one of the official languages of the exporting country and destination country. 

4. Requirements for trade of by-products of animal origin are defined by the legal regulations of the European Union laying down the sanitary regulations on by-products of animal origin not intended for human consumption. 

5. The poviat official veterinarian, in the scope defined by legal regulations referred to in paragraph 4, shall notify on each instance of importation of by-products of animal origin the applicable institution of the Member State of the European Union that is the destination place of these products with the use of electronic information exchange system or in other agreed way. 

6. The poviat official veterinarian, in the scope defined by the legal regulations referred to in paragraph 4, shall notify on each instance of arrival of by-products of animal origin from the Member State of the European Union the applicable institution of this country with the use of electronic information exchange system or in other agreed way. 

Article 23. 1. Detailed veterinary requirements for trade of pathogens, with exclusion for immunological veterinary medicinal products allowed into marketing on the basis of the regulations of the Act on Pharmaceuticals, are defined by the legal regulations on the veterinary inspection in trade. 

2. Pathogens referred to in paragraph 1 include collection or culture of organisms that can cause infectious diseases of animals as well as any derivatives of this collection or culture, including modified, through which or by means of which they can be conveyed or transferred. 

Article 24. 1. Minister in charge of agriculture shall define, by way of regulation: 

  1)  detailed veterinary requirements, including health requirements for animals and non-edible products in trade of: 

a)    animals referred to in Article 19 (1), taking into account their species and intended use; 

b)    non-edible products of animal origin referred to in Article 22 (1), taking into account types of products 

- having regard to protection of public health and the relevant legal regulations of the European Union; 

  2)  detailed requirements for the health certificates of animals and non-edible products of animal origin referred to in paragraph 1 above, procedures of issuance and forms of these certificates, taking into account species and intended use or origin of animals as well as type of non-edible products of animal origin and their intended use and having regard to unification of the form of these certificates with forms used in the other Member States of the European Union. 

2. Minister in charge of agriculture shall define, by way of regulation, detailed veterinary requirements in trade of: 

  1)  animals for which there are no veterinary requirements defined in the legal regulations of the European Union, taking into account their species and intended use; 

  2)  non-edible products of animal origin for which there are no veterinary requirements defined in the legal regulations of the European Union, taking into account type of products

- having regard to protection of public health and the relevant legal regulations of the other Member States of the European Union. 

Chapter 5

Veterinary requirements for non-edible products of animal origin and by-products of animal origin placed on the market, on the territory of the Republic of Poland only

Article 25. It is allowed to place on the market, on the territory of the Republic of Poland only, non-edible products of animal origin referred to in Article 22 (1), provided the veterinary requirements defined for given type of the supervised activity concerning these products are fulfilled. 

Article 26. 1. The veterinary requirements for placing on the market, on the territory of the Republic of Poland only, by-products of animal origin are defined by the legal regulations of the European Union laying down the sanitary regulations on by-products of animal origin not intended for human consumption. 

2. Minister in charge of agriculture shall define, by way of regulation, the veterinary requirements for placing on the market, on the territory of the Republic of Poland only, by-products of animal origin and their neutralisation, as well as utilisation of these products, in the scope allowed by the regulations referred to in paragraph 1, having regard to protection of animal health. 

3. Chief Veterinarian shall notify immediately the European Commission on issuance by Minister in charge of agriculture of regulation referred to in paragraph 2 above. 

Chapter 6

Veterinary requirements for movement of equidae

Article 27. 1. Equidae can be moved to the territory of the Republic of Poland from the other Member States of the European Union and from the territory of the Republic of Poland to the other Member States of the European Union, provided: 

  1)  they are identified in accordance with other legal regulations; 

  2)  they were clinically examined by the official veterinarian not later than 48 hours before loading and had no clinical symptoms of diseases in the course of this examination; 

  3)  they had no contact with equidae diseased with the infectious disease of animals within 15 days before the date of examination referred to in paragraph 2 above; 

  4)  they originate from farms not covered by restrictions applied for health purposes referred to in paragraphs 3 and 4; 

  5)  they are not animals that should be killed or slaughtered in accordance with a programme of control of infectious diseases of animals, implemented in a region or country of origin of animals; 

  6)  other animal health requirements defined in the regulations issued on the basis of Article 30 (1) for moving of equidae to the territory of the Republic of Poland from the other Member States of the European Union are fulfilled. 

2. For registered equidae the requirement referred to in paragraph 1 point 2 shall be applied for equidae intended for trade only. 

3. In case not all animals of species susceptible to the given infectious disease located in a farm were killed or slaughtered because of application of measures referred to in paragraph 1 point 5, equidae cannot leave this farm for movement: 

  1)  within minimum: 

a)    6 months from the date of contact with an animal diseased or infected with dourine - for equidae suspected for infection with this disease or suspected for this disease; for studhorses, this period is counted until a studhorse is castrated;

b)    6 months from the date the equidae diseased with glanders or equine encephalomyelitis or infected with these diseases are killed or slaughtered; 

c)    6 months for vesicular stomatitis, 

d)    1 month for rabies, 

e)    15 days for anthrax; 

  2)  until the date, when after killing or slaughtering of animals diseased with equine infectious anaemia or infected with this disease the other equidae present negative reaction for two Coggins’ tests performed in three-month interval. 

4. In case animals of species susceptible to the given infectious disease located in a farm were killed or slaughtered because of application of measures referred to in paragraph 1 point 5, equidae shall not leave this farm for movement within 30 days from the date the animals were killed or slaughtered and the objects on the farm were disinfected; for anthrax, this period is 15 days. 

5. Chief Veterinarian can, by way of decision, allow movement to the territory of the Republic of Poland from the other Member States of the European Union of equidae referred to in paragraphs 3 and 4 intended for sport contests or horse races even though the terms defined in these regulations are not observed, with immediate notification of the European Commission on the issuance of such permit. Applications for permit are subject to regulations of Article 13 (6) to (8) respectively.

6. Fulfilment of the veterinary requirements referred to in paragraphs 1, 3 and 4 shall be certified on a health certificate issued by the official veterinarian of the Member State of the European Union that sends the animals. Health certificates are subject to regulations of Article 20 (2) and (3) respectively

7. For registered equidae it is necessary to confirm only these veterinary requirements that are referred to in paragraph 1 points (2) to (5) and paragraphs 3 and 4 in information on heath status issued by the official veterinarian of the Member State of the European Union that sends the animals, enclosed to documents identifying these animals. Information on health status is subject to regulations of Article 20 (2) and (3) respectively.

8. Fulfilment of the requirements referred to in paragraph 1 point 3 shall be confirmed in particular on the statement of owner of the animal. 

9. Equidae moved to the territory of the Republic of Poland from the other Member States of the European Union and from the territory of the Republic of Poland to the other Member States of the European Union shall be moved as fast as possible. 

Article 28. 1. Chief Veterinarian can, by way of decision, allow movement to the territory of the Republic of Poland of equidae referred to in Article 27 (3) and (4) intended slaughter even though the terms defined in these regulations are not observed. 

2. Application for permit shall include: 

  1)  indication of country of origin of animals; 

  2)  number of animals and their identification numbers or numbers of their identification documents; 

  3)  indication of a slaughterhouse where the animals are to be slaughtered. 

3. In permit, Chief Veterinarian shall indicate: 

  1)  number of animals and their identification numbers or numbers of their identification documents; 

  2)  indication of a slaughterhouse where the animals are to be slaughtered. 

4. In case the permit is granted: 

  1)  equidae shall be identified with special markings indicating they are intended to be slaughtered, defined in the legal regulations of the European Union referred to in Article 14 (5); 

  2)  a health certificate for the animals covered by the permit shall include number and date of issue for the permit; 

  3)  equidae shall be delivered directly to a slaughterhouse and slaughtered within 5 days from the date of delivery. 

5. Once equidae referred to in paragraph 1 are slaughtered, the poviat official veterinarian applicable in respect of the location of a slaughterhouse where the animals were slaughtered registers identification numbers of these animals or number of their identification documents and on request of authorised institutions of place of dispatch sends these numbers as confirmation of slaughtering of animals. 

Article 29. 1. Equidae can be moved on the territory of the Republic of Poland provided the requirements referred to in Article 27 (1), (3), (4), (6) to (8) and health requirements for animals defined for movement of equidae on the territory of the Republic of Poland from the other Member States of the European Union and from the territory of the Republic of Poland to the other Member States of the European Union.

2. The poviat official veterinarian can, by way of decision, allow movement on the territory of the republic of Poland of equidae referred to in Article 27 (3) and (4) even though the terms defined therein are not observed: 

  1)  for sport contests or horse races; 

  2)  intended for slaughter. 

3. Application for permit shall include: 

  1)  indication of country of origin of animals; 

  2)  number of animals and their identification numbers or numbers of their identification documents; 

  3)  indication of the place and date of sport contests or horse races or a slaughterhouse where the animals are to be slaughtered. 

4. In permit, the poviat official veterinarian shall indicate: 

  1)  number of animals and their identification numbers or numbers of their identification documents; 

  2)  indication of a slaughterhouse where the animals are to be slaughtered - for cases referred to in paragraph 2 point 2.

5. In case the permit referred to in paragraph 2 point 2 is granted: 

  1)  equidae shall be identified with special markings indicating they are intended to be slaughtered, defined in the legal regulations of the European Union referred to in Article 14 (5); 

  2)  a health certificate for the animals covered by the permit shall include number and date of issue for the permit; 

  3)  equidae shall be delivered directly to a slaughterhouse and slaughtered within 5 days from the date of delivery. 

6. Once equidae referred to in paragraph 2 point 2 are slaughtered, the poviat official veterinarian applicable in respect of the location of a slaughterhouse where the animals were slaughtered registers identification numbers of these animals or number of their identification documents. 

Article 30. Minister in charge of agriculture shall define, by way of regulation,: 

  1)  detailed veterinary requirements, including the health requirements for animals, for movement of equidae, taking into account they intended use and having regard to protection of public health and the relevant legal regulations of the European Union; 

  2)  detailed requirements for the health certificates, procedures of issuance and forms of these certificates, taking into account species and intended use of animals and having regard to unification of the form of these certificates with forms used in the other Member States of the European Union; 

  3)  detailed requirements and preparation procedures for information on health status of registered equidae and the form of such document, having regard to necessity of protection against forgery, alteration or falsification. 

Chapter 7

Veterinary requirements for placing aquaculture animals and aquaculture products on the market

Article 31. 1. Animals of aquaculture shall be placed on the market, provided: 

  1)  they had no clinical symptoms on the date of loading; 

  2)  they are not animals that should be killed in accordance with a programme of control of infectious diseases of animals; 

  3)  they originate from farms not covered by restrictions applied for health purposes and had no contact with animals that originate from farms covered by restrictions applied for health purposes. 

2. Aquaculture products shall be placed on the market provided they are obtained from aquaculture animals that fulfil requirements referred to in paragraph 1 points (2) and (3) and that have no clinical symptoms on the date of obtainment. 

Article 32. 1. In case aquaculture animals or aquaculture products are placed on the market in: 

  1)  continental zone for fish included on the list of approved zones published by the European Commission; or

  2)  coastal zone for fish included on the list of approved zones published by the European Commission; or

  3)  coastal zone for molluscs included on the list of approved zones published by the European Commission; or

  4)  farm located in a zone different than zones referred to in paragraphs 1 to 3, included on the list of approved farm published by the European Commission  

- they shall fulfil the veterinary requirements defined in Article 31 and, in addition, shall originate from a zone or a farm included on the list published by the European Commission. 

2. Aquaculture animals or aquaculture products, with exclusion of tropical fish kept permanently in aquariums, originating from a zone not included on the list of approved zones published by the European Commission or a farm not included on the list of approved farms published by the European Commission can be placed on the market in the zones referred to in paragraph 1 points  (1) to (3) or in the farm referred to in paragraph 1 point 4, provided: 

  1)  they are of species non-susceptible to infectious diseases of animals, absence of which is the basis for approval of the given zone or farm; 

  2)  they originate from farms where there are no fish susceptible to diseases referred to in paragraph 1 above; 

  3)  they originate from farm that has no connection with watercourses, coastal waters or estuaries; 

  4)  fulfil the requirements defined in Article 31. 

3. Consignment of aquaculture animals, with exclusion of tropical fish kept permanently in aquariums, and aquaculture products shall be accompanied with shipping document confirming that: 

  1)  they originate from zones referred to in paragraph 1 points  (1) to (3) or from a farm referred to in paragraph 1 point 4 and fulfil the requirements defined in Article 31 - for instances referred to in paragraph 1 above; 

  2)  veterinary requirements referred to in paragraph 2 shall be fulfilled for aquaculture animals or aquaculture products originating from a zone not included on the list of approved zones published by the European Commission or from a farm not included on the list of approved farms published by the European Commission the. 

4. Shipping document shall be issued at the place of origin of aquaculture animals or aquaculture products by an applicable institution of the country of origin and in case aquaculture animals or aquaculture products placed on the market are from the territory of the Republic of Poland - by the poviat official veterinarian applicable in respect of the place of origin 

5. The shipment document shall be: 

  1)  issued not later than 48 hours before loading of aquaculture animals or aquaculture products; 

  2)  prepared in at least one of the official languages of the country of destination. 

6. The shipment document is valid within 10 days from the date of issue. 

7. Consignment of aquaculture animals or aquaculture products shall be marked in a way allowing identification of farm of origin of animals or products included in the consignment. 

Article 33. 1. The continental zone for fish is: 

  1)  total area of  catchment area for watercourses from their sources to estuaries or more than one catchment area where fish are hold or bred, held or fished; or 

  2)  a part of catchment area from watercourse source to the location of natural or artificial barriers preventing escape of fish. 

2. The continental zone for fish or molluscs is: 

  1)  part of coast or sea waters or estuary with clear geographical separation, comprising unified hydrological system or a group of such systems; or 

  2)  part of coast or sea waters or estuary situated between estuaries of two watercourses; or 

  3)  part of coast or sea waters or estuary where one or more farms are located, provided on the both sides of the farm or farms a buffer zone is located, with the area individually defined by the European Commission. 

Article 34. 1. Chief Veterinarian shall develop a programme that allows acknowledgement of: 

  1)  zones referred to in Article 33 as zones approved by the European Commission, called hereinafter “approved zones”; or  

  2)  farms located in non-approved zones as farms approved by the European Commission, called hereinafter “approved farms”; or   

- and their registration on the lists published by the European Commission. 

2. Chief Veterinarian shall present the programme to Minister in charge of agriculture with an application for forwarding of this programme to the European Commission. 

3. Once the programme is accepted by the European Commission, Minister in charge of agriculture publishes this programme, by way of official announcement, in the Official Journal of the Republic of Poland “Monitor Polski”. 

4. Aquaculture animals and aquaculture products shall be place on the market in zones and farms covered by the programme referred to in Article 3 in accordance with the veterinary requirements defined in Article 32. 

Article 35. 1. Chief Veterinarian shall apply to the European Commission for acknowledgement of the zone referred to in Article 33 as the approved zone if the requirements defined in legal regulations issued on the basis of Article 40 (4) are fulfilled. 

2. Application for acknowledgement of the zone referred to in Article 33 as the approved zone shall be accompanied with: 

  1)  documents certifying fulfilment of the requirements referred to in paragraph 1; 

  2)  national legal regulations defining the veterinary requirements for approved zones necessary for status maintenance. 

3. In the approved zone the following veterinary requirements necessary for status maintenance shall be fulfilled: 

  1)  fish or molluscs introduced into the approved zone shall originate from the zone of the same status or from the approved farm located in a non-approved zone; 

  2)  farms shall be subject to animal health status inspections; 

  3)  laboratory test of fish or mollusc taken for health status inspection shall give negative results for presence of pathogens that cause diseases of fish or molluscs ; 

  4)  farm owners or persons that introduce fish or molluscs into zone shall keep documentation with information necessary for permanent observation of animal health status. 

Article 36. 1. Acknowledgement of a farm located in non-approved zone as the approved farm and introduction of this farm on the list published by the European Commission shall be performed once the locational, health, hygienic, sanitary, organisational, technical or technological requirements protecting against epizootic or epidemic hazards or securing adequate quality of aquaculture products are fulfilled, in particular requirements concerning: 

  1)  health status of aquaculture animals, including requirements concerning tests and examinations that confirm this status and samples taken for test; or 

  2)  buildings located in a farm, including those used for keeping of aquaculture animals and water intakes; or 

  3)  maintenance methods and scope of documentation; or

  4)  inspections of health status of aquaculture animals or aquaculture products; or 

  5)  presence of infectious diseases of animals for which aquaculture animals are susceptible. 

2. The application for acknowledgement of a farm located in non-approved zone as approved farm and its introduction on the list published by the European Commission shall be presented by the owner of a farm to the poviat official veterinarian applicable in respect to the location of the farm. 

3. The application shall include: 

  1)  name, surname, place of residence or name, seat and address of the owner of the farm; 

  2)  indication of location the farm; 

  3)  indication of species of aquaculture animals hold in the farm. 

4. If the farm fulfils the veterinary requirements necessary for acknowledgement of a farm as approved farm and introduction on the list published by the European Commission, the poviat official veterinarian forwards this application within 2 months from the date of application, to Chief Veterinarian that applies immediately to the European Commission for acknowledgement of the farm located in non-approved zone as approved farm and introduction on the list published by the European Commission. 

5. Chief Veterinarian shall enclose to the application referred to in paragraph 4 above: 

  1)  documents certifying fulfilment of the requirements necessary for acknowledgement of the farm located in  non-approved zone as approved farm; 

  2)  national legal regulations defining the veterinary requirements for approved zones necessary for status maintenance. 

6. In case a farm does not fulfil the veterinary requirements necessary for acknowledgement of the farm located in non-approved zone as approved farm introduction on the list published by the European Commission, the poviat official veterinarian refuses, by way of administrative decision, to present the application for acknowledgement. 

Article 37. 1. Minister in charge of agriculture, on application of Chief Veterinarian, shall suspend acknowledgement of an approved zone or its part as approved in case there is suspicion of presence in this zone of the animal infectious disease the absence of which was the basis for acknowledgement of this zone as approved zone. 

2. Minister in charge of agriculture, on application of Chief Veterinarian, shall cancel acknowledgement of an approved zone or its part as approved in case the presence of animal infectious disease referred to in paragraph 1 above in this zone is confirmed by laboratory tests, having regard to the health of animals. 

3. Minister in charge of agriculture, on application of Chief Veterinarian, shall re-acknowledge an approved zone or its part referred to in paragraph 2 above as approved in case the focus of disease is removed and the requirements for re-acknowledgement defined in the regulations issued on the basis of Article 40 (7) are fulfilled. 

4. Minister in charge of agriculture shall notify the European Commission and the other Member States of the European Union on each instance of suspension, cancellation and re-acknowledgement of a zone or its part as approved. 

Article 38. 1. In case there is suspicion of presence in a farm acknowledged as approved and located in non-approved zone of the animal infectious disease the absence of which was the basis for acknowledgement of this farm as approved farm, the poviat official veterinarian by way of administrative decision shall suspend this acknowledgement. 

2. In case the presence of the animal infectious disease referred to in paragraph 1 in a farm acknowledged as approved and located in non-approved zone above is confirmed by laboratory tests, is confirmed by laboratory tests, the poviat official veterinarian by way of administrative decision shall cancel this acknowledgement. 

3. In case the focus of disease is removed and the veterinary requirements necessary for re-acknowledgement are fulfilled, the poviat official veterinarian by way of administrative decision shall re-acknowledge the farm referred to in paragraph 2 above upon application of the farm owner. 

4. The poviat official veterinarian shall notify Chief Veterinarian on each instance of suspension, cancellation and re-acknowledgement of a farm as approved; Chief Veterinarian shall forward this notification to the European Commission and the other Member States of the European Union. 

Article 39. Aquaculture animals placed on the marked shall be transported as fast as possible and in conditions that allow maintenance of their health status. 

Article 40. Minister in charge of agriculture shall define, by way of regulation: 

  1)  detailed veterinary requirements for placing aquaculture animals and aquaculture products on the market; 

  2)  list of infectious diseases of aquaculture animals, including list of diseases the absence of which shall be the basis for acknowledgement of zones referred to in Article 33 as approved zones and farms located in non-approved zones as approved farms; 

  3)  forms of shipment document referred to in Article 32 (3), depending on the type of zone and farm, as well as methods of marking referred to in Article 32 (7); 

  4)  requirements necessary for acknowledgement of a zone defined in Article 33 as approved zone; 

  5)  detailed veterinary requirements necessary for acknowledgement of a  farm located in non-approved zone as approved farm; 

  6)  detailed veterinary requirements necessary for maintenance of status of approved zone or approved farm;

  7)  detailed veterinary requirements on suspension, cancellation and re-acknowledgement of a farm located in non-approved zone as approved farm; 

  8)  detailed requirements on transportation of aquaculture animals placed on the market; 

  9)  detailed requirements on the programme referred to in Article 34 (1) 

- having regard to protection of public health and health of aquaculture animals as well as securing health quality of aquaculture products. 

Chapter 8

Procedures of control of infectious diseases of animals

Article 41. 1. The infectious disease of animals included in Annex 2 shall be controlled obligatory. 

2. The infectious disease of animals included in Annex 2 shall be registered obligatory. 

3. Minister in charge of agriculture can define, by way of regulation, the infectious disease of animals other than included in Annex 2 and 3 that shall be controlled or registered on the whole or on the part of area of the country, having regard to development of epizootic and epidemic situation as well as protection of public health and animal health and international sanitary and veterinary requirements on marketing of animals and products. 

Article 42. 1. In case of suspicion of occurrence of the infectious disease of animals, in particular miscarriage in bovine animals, swine, sheep and goats, neurological symptoms in animals, changes such as spots, blisters, erosions or ecchymoses on skin and mucous membranes in ungulates, great number of deaths, the owner of an animal shall: 

  1)  immediately notify Veterinary Inspection authorities or the closest subject delivering services in the scope of veterinary or administrator of the group of villages (wójt) (mayor, city president); 

  2)  shall leave animals in their place of residence and shall not introduce other animals to this place; 

  3)  shall prevent any third persons from access to rooms or places where disease or infection suspected animals or carcasses are kept; 

  4)  shall refrain from moving, removing or sale of products, in particular meat, carcasses, animal feedingstuffs, water, bedding materials, natural fertilisers in the meaning of the legal regulations on fertilisers and fertilisation and other objects located in the place where the disease occurred; 

  5)  shall make animals and carcasses available for veterinary tests and examinations performed by Veterinary Inspection authorities and shall aid in these test and examinations; 

  6)  shall provide Veterinary Inspection authorities and other persons authorised by these units with explanations and information that could be important for discovering a disease and sources of infection and for prevention of spreading of disease. 

2. In case information indicating occurrence of the infectious disease of animals is acquired by a subject that performs activity in the scope of: 

  1)  obtainment, manufacturing, processing or marketing of non-edible products of animal origin or the supervised activity in the scope referred to in Article 4 (3); 

  2)  production of products of animal origin in the meaning of the legal regulations on the veterinary requirements on products of animal origin, 

- regulations of paragraph 1 shall be applied accordingly. 

3. The obligation referred to in paragraph 1 point 1 shall apply also to persons that have contact with animals because of their official or professional duties; a veterinarian called to animal and suspecting the occurrence of the infectious disease of animals subject to obligatory control shall inform the owner of animal on obligations defined in paragraph 1 above and supervise the fulfilment of these obligations until the poviat official veterinarian or a person authorised by the poviat official veterinarian arrives. 

4. Administrator of the group of villages (wójt) (mayor, city president) shall immediately inform the Veterinary Inspection authorities on received notification referred to in paragraph 1 point 1.

5. Subject delivering services in the scope of veterinary shall inform the Veterinary Inspection authorities in case it suspects, on the basis of notification referred to in paragraph 1 point 1, occurrence of the infectious disease of animals subject to obligatory control . 

6. The poviat official veterinarian, upon receipt of notification referred to in paragraph 6 point 1 or paragraphs 2 to 5, shall immediately commence actions for detection or elimination of possibility of the infectious disease of animals subject to obligatory control, in particular the poviat official veterinarian shall: 

  1)  prepare lists of all animals; 

  2)  perform epizootic investigation; 

  3)  perform clinical examination of animals; 

  4)  take and send samples for laboratory tests. 

7. The epizootic investigation referred to in paragraph 6 point 2 shall cover at least: 

  1)  determination of a period when the infectious disease of animals could develop in a farm before it was suspected or discovered; 

  2)  determination of the source of the infectious disease of animals and determination of number of farms that can include animals of susceptible species that could be infected from this source; 

  3)  determination of vector paths: 

a)    to the farm where suspicion of the infectious disease of animals occurred; 

b)    from the farm where suspicion of the infectious disease of animals occurred - in the period referred to in paragraph 1. 

8. The poviat official veterinarian shall immediately notify the voivodship official veterinarian, including notification in electronic form, on suspicion or occurrence of the infectious disease of animals referred to in points 1 to 15 of Annex 2 and on actions commenced for detecting or exclusion of presence of this disease. 

9. The voivodship official veterinarian shall immediately forward to Chief Veterinarian, also in an electronic form, information on suspicion or occurrence of the infectious disease of animals indicated in points 1 to 15 of Annex 2 and on actions commenced for detecting or exclusion of presence of this disease. 

10. In case of justified suspicion of occurrence of the infectious disease of animals or in case of confirmation of occurrence of the infectious disease of animals, the poviat official veterinarian shall commence measures intended for control of this disease. 

Article 43. 1. It is forbidden to vaccinate animals against: 

  1)  the infectious disease of animals defined in Annex 4; 

  2)  infectious haematopoietic necrosis (IHN), infectious salmon anaemia (ISA), viral haemorrhagic septicaemia (VHS) - in approved zones and in approved farms and in zones and farms subject to programme referred to in Article 34 (1). 

2. Prohibition referred to in paragraph 1 above shall not apply for use of vaccines against foot and mouth disease for other purposes than creation of active immunity in animals of susceptible species, in particular for laboratory tests, scientific research and tests of vaccines, which can be performed on prior notification of Chief Veterinarian. 

3. It is allowed to perform vaccination against the infectious disease of animals defined in Annex 4 and against infectious salmon anaemia (ISA) for control of the infectious disease of animals on prior notification of the European Commission or on its consent. 

4. Minister in charge of agriculture can, by way of regulation, determine other infectious disease of animals than infectious disease of animals defined in Annex 4 against which vaccination shall not be performed, having regard to protection of public health and the relevant legal regulations of the European Union. 

Article 44. 1. For control of the infectious disease of animals subject to obligatory control the poviat official veterinarian can, by way of decision: 

  1)  order separation, guarding or observation of diseased or infected or disease or infection suspected animals; 

  2)  determine a given place as a focus of disease; 

  3)  prohibit issuance of health certificates, trade documents and shipment documents; 

  4)  order killing or slaughtering of diseased or infected or disease or infection suspected animals of species susceptible for a given the infectious disease of animals; 

  5)  order cleaning and disinfection of places and transportation means as well as disinfection, destruction or removal in a way eliminating any hazard of spreading out of the infectious disease of animals of animal feedingstuffs, bedding materials, natural fertilisers in the meaning of regulations on fertilisers and fertilisation and any object that could be in contact with diseased or infected or disease or infection suspected animals; 

  6)  prohibit leaving a focus of disease within defined period by persons that contacted or could contacted with diseased or infected or disease or infection suspected animals from; 

  7)  order disinfection of personal things of persons that contacted or could contacted with diseased or infected or disease or infection suspected animals; 

  8)  prohibit feeding of animals with the use of defined animal feedingstuffs or watering from defined water reservoirs or water intakes; 

  9)  prohibit, in focus of disease, introduction, transfer or removal of animals or importation or exportation of products, carcasses and animal feedingstuffs; 

  10) order: 

a)    clinical examination of animals with sampling for laboratory tests; 

b)    autopsy of carcasses with sampling for laboratory tests;

c)    performance of defined treatments in animals, including vaccination; 

  11) prohibit use of animals for procreation; 

  12) define handling procedures for diseased or infected or disease or infection suspected animals, carcasses, products or animal feedingstuffs of infected or infection suspected animals; 

  13) order animal slaughtering subjects to slaughter animals with determination of slaughter conditions ; 

  14) order animal transporting subjects to transport animals or carcasses to defined places; 

  15) order production subjects to implement a defined technology. 

2. The decisions referred to in paragraph 1 above shall be executed immediately. 

Article 45. 1. In case there is a hazard of occurrence or occurrence of the infectious disease of animals subject to obligatory control, the poviat official veterinarian can, by way of regulation - the act of local law: 

  1)  define an area, where the infectious disease of animals occurs or where the hazard of occurrence of the infectious disease of animals is present as infected area or imperilled area and methods of marking of this area; 

  2)  introduce temporary restriction of pedestrian and vehicular traffic; 

  3)  temporary prohibit organisation of: 

a)    performances, meetings, manifestations or order temporary prohibition of defined activity;

b)    fairs, exhibitions, shows or contests for animals, hunting and catches of wild games; 

  4)  limit marketing or prohibit marketing of animals, carcasses, products, raw materials and agricultural products and other objects, which can cause spreading of the infectious disease of animals; 

  5)  order provision of animals or products with health certificates issued by the official veterinarian; 

  6)  order treatments on animals, including vaccinations; 

  7)  order cleaning, disinfection, deratisation and disinsectisation of places where animals are kept or places where carcasses, products, animal feedingstuffs are kept and processes, as well as clearing and disinfection of transportation means; 

  8)  order sanitary killing of animals on defined area; 

  9)  order production subjects to implement a defined technology. 

2. The regulation referred to in Article 45 (1) can be applied to the one poviat only. 

3. The regulation referred to in Article 45 (1) shall become effective from the date of publication in the way commonly used in the area. 

4. The poviat official veterinarian shall revoke the issued regulation immediately once the hazard of occurrence of the infectious disease of animals subject to obligatory control terminates. 

Article 46. 1. In case there is hazard of occurrence or occurrence of the infectious disease of animals subject to obligatory control and the need of application of measures referred to in Article 45 (1) on the area exceeds the area of one poviat, the relevant poviat official veterinarian shall immediately notify the relevant voivodship official veterinarian. 

2. Information referred to in paragraph 1 shall include in particular: 

  1)  indication of the infectious disease of animals; 

  2)  indication of area where a hazard of occurrence is present or area of occurrence of the infectious disease of animals; 

  3)  justification for measures. 

3. In the case referred to in paragraph 1 a voivod, on application on the voivodship official veterinarian and by way of regulation, shall: 

  1)  define an area, where the infectious disease of animals occurs or where the hazard of occurrence of the infectious disease of animals is present as infected or imperilled or buffer area and methods of marking of this areas; or

  2)  introduce temporary restriction of pedestrian and vehicular traffic; or

  3)  temporary prohibit organisation of: 

a)    performances, meetings, manifestations or order temporary prohibition of defined activity; or

b)    fairs, exhibitions, shows or contests for animals, hunting and catches of wild games; or

  4)  limit marketing or prohibit marketing of animals, carcasses, products, raw materials and agricultural products and other objects, which can cause spreading of the infectious disease of animals; or

  5)  order provision of animals or products with health certificates issued by the official veterinarian; or

  6)  order treatments on animals, including vaccinations; or

  7)  order cleaning, disinfection, deratisation and disinsectisation of places where animals are kept or places where carcasses, products, animal feedingstuffs are kept and processes, as well as clearing and disinfection of transportation means; or

  8)  order sanitary killing of animals on defined area; or

  9)  order production subjects to implement a defined technology. 

4. The regulation referred to in Article 46 (3) shall become effective from the date of publication in the way commonly used in the area. 

5. Voivod shall revoke the issued regulation on application of the voivodship official veterinarian. 

Article 47. 1. In case of occurrence of the infectious disease of animals or direct danger of its occurrence on the territory of the Republic of Poland or on its part, Minister in charge of agriculture can, by way of regulation, order measures defined in Article 46 (3), divide the country into zones subject to restrictions and free from disease as well as can order general examination, therapy and other treatments for animals of susceptible species, having regard to prevention against non-controlled spreading of the infectious disease of animals. 

2. Minister in charge of agriculture in cooperation with Minister in charge of home affairs shall define, by way of regulation, methods and conditions of introduction of temporary prohibition of leaving of focus of disease and temporary restriction of pedestrian and vehicular traffic, having regard to prevention against non-controlled spreading of the infectious disease of animals and minimisation of arduousness of introduced restrictions

Article 48. 1. In case the given infected or imperilled area exceeds the borders of the Republic of Poland, the voivodship official veterinarian shall notify Chief Veterinarian and Chief Veterinarian shall forward this information to relevant institutions of the Member States of the European Union or third countries for commencement of cooperation in the scope of control of the infectious disease of animals. 

2. In case there is a hazard of occurrence or occurrence of the infectious disease of animals subject to obligatory control in a third country adjacent to the Republic of Poland and possibility of spreading of this disease on the territory of the Republic of Poland, applicable in respect of the place of disease a Veterinary Inspection authorities or a voivod, after consultations with Chief Veterinarian, shall commence applicable actions, including issuance of decisions or regulations - acts of local law, defined in Articles 44, 45 and 46 (3) respectively. 

3. In case of occurrence infectious disease on the territory of the Member State of the European Union, Minister in charge of agriculture can, by way of regulation, prohibit importation on the territory of the Republic of Poland of products of animal origin in the meaning of the legal regulations on the veterinary requirements for products of animal origin that can convey this disease from the whole territory of this country or from the part of its territory, having regard to protection of public health and animal health as well as the relevant legal regulations of the European Union. 

4. Minister in charge of agriculture shall immediately notify the other Member States of the European Union and the European Commission on the introduced prohibition with justification of decision. 

5. Prohibition is valid until the European Commission decides on the prohibition on trade of products of animal origin in the meaning of the legal regulations on the veterinary requirements for products of animal origin. 

Article 49. 1. There is a compensation paid from the state budget for bovine animals, swine, sheep, goats, hens (Gallus domesticus), ducks (Anas platyrhynchos, Cairina moschata), geese (Anser anser, Anser Cygnoides) and turkeys (Meleagris gallopavo) killed or slaughtered on the order of Veterinary Inspection authorities and for such animals died in result of measures ordered by these units in the course of control of the infectious disease of animals subject to obligatory control. 

2. The amount of compensation shall be equal to market value of animal. 

3. The market value of animal shall be determined on the basis of average taken from 3 amounts of assessments assumed by the poviat official veterinarian and 2 experts nominated by an administrator of the group of villages (wójt) (mayor, city president) from a list maintained by the poviat official veterinarian. 

4. For animal slaughtered, which meat is fit to human consumption, the compensation shall be decreased by the amounts received in result of sale of meat and by-products of animal origin obtained from this animal. 

5. The compensation from the state budget shall be paid also for products of animal origin in the meaning of the legal regulations on the veterinary requirements for products of animal origin, animal feedingstuffs and equipment that cannot be disinfected, which were destroyed on the order of Veterinary Inspection authorities in the course of control of the infectious disease of animals subject to obligatory control. 

6. The compensation referred to in paragraph 3 shall be paid in the amount equal to market value of destroyed products of animal origin in the meaning of the legal regulations on the veterinary requirements for products of animal origin, animal feedingstuffs and equipment, determined on the basis of average taken from 3 amounts of assessments assumed by the poviat official veterinarian and 2 experts appointed by an administrator of the group of villages (wójt) (mayor, city president) from a list maintained by the poviat official veterinarian. 

7. The compensations referred to in paragraphs 1 and 5 shall not be granted: 

  1)  in case the owner of animal did not comply with obligations defined in the regulations on animal identification and registration system or the obligations defined in Article 42 (1) (1) or Article 43 (1) or the obligations imposed on the basis of Article 44 (1), Article 45 (1), Article 46 (3) and Article 47 (1); 

  2)  in case the owner introduced on a farm an animal: 

a)    known for the owner as diseased, infected or disease or infection suspected; 

b)    non-marked or without animal passport, provided they are required by regulations on animal identification and registration system; 

c)    with infringement of the relevant regulations; 

  3)  for the animals referred to in paragraph 1 and products of animal origin in the meaning of the legal regulations on the veterinary requirements for products of animal origin, animal feedingstuffs and equipment referred to in paragraph 5: 

a)    owned by subject performing activity in the scope: 

-        defined in Article 1 (1) (a) to (c) or Article 4 (3); 

-        marketing of animals or animal feedingstuffs; 

-        slaughtering of animals or production of meat in the meaning of the legal regulations on the veterinary requirements for products of animal origin 

b)    imported or placed on the market with infringement of relevant regulations. 

8. Decision on compensation issued by the poviat official veterinarian shall be definitive. The owner of animal dissatisfied with this decision can, within a month from the date of receipt of decision, enter a lawsuit to district court. 

9. Persons not entitled for compensation, which aid in fast removal of infectious disease can receive a reward from the state budget on decision of the voivodship official veterinarian on application of the poviat official veterinarian. 

10. Compensations referred to in paragraph 1 shall not be seized for public dues, provided they are used for replacement of previous status of animal population. 

11. Subject that bore costs connected with killing or slaughtering of animals, transportation of animals or carcasses or neutralisation of carcasses in the course of execution of orders referred to in paragraphs 1 and 5 shall be granted the compensation in the amount of actual costs paid from the state budget. 

12. The poviat official veterinarian shall appoint and dismiss experts referred to in paragraphs 3 and 6. 

13. Minister in charge of agriculture in cooperation with Minister in charge of public finances shall define, by way of regulation: 

  1)  procedures for appointment and dismissal of experts; 

  2)  qualifications of experts; 

  3)  amount of remuneration for experts; 

  4)  detailed procedures and methods of assessment of animals and destroyed on the order of Veterinary Inspection authorities products of animal origin in the meaning of the legal regulations on the veterinary requirements for products of animal origin 

- having regard to reliability of assessment. 

Article 50. 1. The owner of animal that complied with obligation of notification referred to in Article 42 (1) (1) shall receive relief from the state budget for an animal that died before the Veterinary Inspection authorities received information on notification, provided this unit certifies that the animal died because of the infectious disease of animals subject to obligatory control. 

2. The amount of relief shall be 2/3 of the market value of animal determined in accordance with Article 49. 

3. For determination of relief, including assessment of animal, the regulations of Article 49 shall be applied accordingly. 

Article 51. 1. The Veterinary Inspection authorities shall maintain collecting and transferring system for information on occurrences of the infectious disease of animals referred to in Article 41 (1) and (2). 

2. Subjects delivering services referred to in Article 8 (2) shall forward to the poviat official veterinarian: 

  1)  information on suspicion of the infectious disease of animals subject to notification in the European Union immediately this suspicion arises; 

  2)  monthly reports on the infectious disease of animals subject to obligatory registration. 

3. The district official veterinarian shall maintain books with information on diseases subject to: 

  1)  obligatory control, 

  2)  obligatory registration, 

  3)  notification in the European Union. 

4. The poviat official veterinarians shall forward to Chief Veterinarian information on the infectious disease of animals subject to obligatory control and notification in the European Union and monthly reports on the infectious disease of animals subject to obligatory registration. 

5. Information on suspicion or occurrence of disease referred to in points 1 to 15 of Annex 2 the poviat official veterinarian shall immediately forward to the poviat official veterinarians of adjacent administrative units. 

6. For subjects maintaining laboratories that perform test for diseases referred to in paragraph 3, the regulation of paragraph 4 shall be used accordingly. 

7. The voivodship official veterinarians shall forward information referred to in paragraphs 4 and 6 to Chief Veterinarian, who: 

  1)  shall inform, executing resolutions of international conventions and agreements signed by the Republic of Poland, the relevant international organisations on occurrence on the territory of the Republic of Poland of the infectious disease of animals subject to obligatory control; 

  2)  shall inform the European Commission and the other Member States of the European Union, in case of the infectious disease of animals subject to notification in the European Union. 

8. Minister in charge of agriculture shall define, by way of regulation,: 

  1)  the list of the infectious disease of animals subject to notification in the European Union, scope, terms and forwarding methods for information on these diseases by subjects maintaining laboratories performing tests for diseases referred to in paragraph 3, the district and voivodship official veterinarians as well as scope, terms and methods of notification performed by Chief Veterinarian referred to in paragraph 7 point 2, having regard to unification of disease notification methods used in the Member States of the European Union;

  2)  scope, terms and forwarding methods for information on the infectious disease of animals subject to obligatory control and registration, forms of books referred to in paragraph 3, having regard to efficient operation of collecting and transferring system for information on occurrences infectious diseases referred to in Article 41 (1) and (2). 

Article 52. 1. Diseases or infections that can be conveyed from an animal to humans in natural way, called hereinafter “zoonoses”, or bacteria, viruses or parasites that can cause zoonoses, called hereinafter “zoonotic agents”, shall be subject to obligatory registration. 

2. Subjects performing activity in the scope of production of products of animal origin in the meaning of the legal regulations on the veterinary requirements for products of animal origin shall archive the results of tests concerning zoonoses subject to obligatory control. 

3. Subjects maintaining laboratories performing tests concerning zoonoses and zoonotic agents subject to obligatory control shall inform the poviat official veterinarian applicable in respect of the place of sampling on each instance of detection of such zoonotic agent. 

4. The district and voivodship official veterinarians shall inform Chief Veterinarian on each instance of detection of zoonosis or zoonotic agent subject to obligatory registration. 

5. Chief Veterinarian shall collect information on zoonotic agents which presence is confirmed by laboratory tests and shall inform the other Member States of the European Union through the European Commission on clinical occurrences of zoonoses. 

6. Chief Veterinarian shall forward to the European Commission: 

  1)  annual report on sources of zoonotic infections registered in the country in the previous year with development of situation in the period until 31 May of each year; 

  2)  additional information on sources of zoonotic infections, on request of the European Commission. 

7. Minister in charge of agriculture in cooperation with Minister in charge of public health shall defined, by way of regulation: 

  1)  zoonoses and zoonotic agents subject to obligatory control; 

  2)  monitoring procedures for occurrences of salmonelloses and  procedures in the case of their occurrence

- having regard to protection of public health and the relevant legal regulations of the European Union. 

Article 53. 1. The owner of farm animals shall maintain files of treatment of animals. 

2. Veterinarians shall maintain veterinary documentation for performed therapeutic and prophylactic treatments and utilised medicinal products. 

3. Veterinarian that treats animals shall enter records in files of treatment of animals. 

4. Minister in charge of agriculture upon consultations with National Board of Veterinary Surgeons shall defined, by way of regulation: 

  1)  scope and maintenance procedures for files, as well as procedures for entering records in files  by veterinarians that treat animals;

  2)  scope and maintenance procedures for veterinary documentation

- having regard to the relevant legal regulations of the European Union as well as possibility of determination of course of treatment of animal and medicinal products applied. 

Article 54. 1. The poviat official veterinarian, voivodship official veterinarian and Chief Veterinarian, in their scopes of responsibility, shall prepare the infectious disease of animals control readiness plans. 

2. The readiness plans shall include in particular: 

  1)  lists of legal regulations on control of the infectious disease of animals; 

  2)  description of the infectious disease of animals; 

  3)  definition of methods and sources of financing for control of the infectious disease of animals; 

  4)  definition of structure and organisation of crisis teams of the poviat official veterinarian, voivodship official veterinarian and Chief Veterinarian; 

  5)  definition of tasks relating to control of the infectious disease of animals and bodies, organisational units and other subjects responsible for execution of these tasks; 

  6)  training plans for personnel of Veterinary Inspection and other units and subjects referred to in point 5 above; 

  7)  description of methods and scope of preparation and transfer of information. 

3. Organs of governmental administration and units of local government, subjects performing activity in the scope of obtainment, manufacturing, processing or marketing of non-edible products of animal origin, by-products of animal origin, production of products of animal origin in the meaning of the legal regulations on the veterinary requirements for products of animal origin and subjects administering material and technical resources, which participation is necessary in the course of control of infectious diseases of animals shall cooperate with the Veterinary Inspection authorities in creation and implementation of the readiness plans. 

4. Execution of tasks resulting from the readiness plans by the subjects referred to in paragraph 3 shall be financed from the state budget. 

5. Operations in the scope of creation, updating and implementation of the readiness plans shall be performed by the poviat official veterinarian, voivodship official veterinarian and Chief Veterinarian through a poviat, voivodship or national crisis team respectively. 

6. The crisis teams shall comprise employees of Veterinary Inspection and representatives of governmental administration organs, units of local government and subjects which participation is necessary for control of infectious diseases of animals. 

7. The representatives referred to in paragraph 6 are appointed by governmental administration organs and units of local government as well as subjects which participation is necessary for control of infectious diseases of animals on request of the poviat official veterinarian, voivodship official veterinarian and Chief Veterinarian respectively. 

8. Content-related, organisational and legal and technical services for the teams referred to in paragraph 6 shall be provided by the poviat official veterinarian, voivodship official veterinarian and Chief Veterinarian respectively. 

9. Chief Veterinarian shall present to the European Commission the national the infectious disease of animals control readiness plans for approval. 

10. Minister in charge of agriculture in cooperation with Minister in charge of public administration and Minister in charge of home affairs shall define, by way of regulation, the scope and conditions of cooperation of governmental administration bodies and units of local government and subjects referred to in paragraph 6 in creation of the readiness plans and execution of tasks resulting from these plans as well as their participation in the crisis teams, having regard to effective control of the infectious disease of animals. 

11. Minister in charge of agriculture shall define, by way of regulation: 

  1)  list of the infectious disease of animals for which the readiness plans shall be prepared; 

  2)  detailed requirements on the readiness plans 

- having regard to fast and effective removal of focuses of infectious diseases of animals and taking into account the level of infectivity of individual infectious diseases of animals. 

Article 55. 1. Chief Veterinarian shall cooperate with experts of the European Commission in execution on the territory of the Republic of Poland of inspections necessary for unified application of the legal regulations of the European Union on control of individual infectious diseases of animals. 

2. The inspections shall be executed by visitations of farms for controlling if the Veterinary Inspection authorities supervise observation of the legal regulations of the European Union on control of individual infectious diseases of animals. 

3. Chief Veterinarian shall provide experts of the European Commission with content-related aid in the course of execution of duties relating to inspections. 

Article 56. 1. Dogs above third month of age on the territory of the whole country and foxes on areas determined by Minister in charge of agriculture shall be subject to vaccinations against rabies. 

2. Owners of dogs shall bring their dogs to vaccination points defined by the poviat official veterinarian within 30 days from the date the dog is 3 months old and then in intervals of maximum 12 months from the date of the last vaccination. 

3. The district official veterinarian shall announce the locations of the vaccination points in the way commonly used on the area. 

4. Vaccinated dogs shall be registered in a register maintained by the official veterinarian that vaccinated dogs. Vaccination shall be confirmed by a vaccination certificate issued for the owner of vaccinated dog. 

5. Vaccination of wild foxes against rabies shall be performed by the voivodship official veterinarian. 

6. Minister in charge of agriculture, having regard to decrease of occurrence hazard of certain infectious diseases of animals on the given part of the territory of the Republic of Poland shall, by way of regulation: 

  1)  define: 

a)    detailed conditions and methods of vaccination of wild foxes against rabies and in particular areas, where vaccination shall be performed, type of vaccine and methods of application;

b)    form and detailed procedures of maintenance of record and form of certificate referred to in paragraph 4; 

  2)  can introduce obligatory vaccination against rabies for cats. 

7. In case the obligation referred to in paragraph 6 point 2, regulations of paragraphs 3 and 4 shall be applied accordingly. 

Article 57. 1. Chief Veterinarian shall create programmes of control of infectious diseases of animals defined by Minister in charge of agriculture. 

2. The programme of control of infectious diseases of animals shall include in particular: 

  1)  description of epizootic situation for the disease; 

  2)  analysis of estimated costs and expected benefits resulting from introduction of the programme; 

  3)  expected time of programme and definition of objectives that are to be achieved in the course of programme; 

  4)  definition of area where programme is to be implemented; 

  5)  determination of epizootic status of farms and areas covered by the programme, as well as objectives that are to be achieved in the course of the programme with regard to each status, conditions on movement of animals between farms and areas of different epizootic status and determination of results of loss of epizootic status;

  6)  description of actions that are to be implemented in case of suspicion of occurrence or occurrence of the infectious disease of animals. 

3. Council of Ministers can introduce, by way of regulation, the programme referred to in paragraph 2, on the territory of the Republic of Poland or on its part, having regard to the veterinary requirements for trade of animals and products of animal origin in the meaning of the legal regulations on the veterinary requirements for products of animal origin. 

4. Implementation of the programme referred to in paragraph 3 shall be financed from resources of the state budget. 

5. For programmes of control of infectious diseases of animals co-financed from resources of the European Union, such programme shall comply with requirements referred to in paragraph 2 and the requirements defined in the legal regulations of the European Union. 

6. Council of Ministers shall accept the programme referred to in paragraph 5, by way of resolution; then, Chief Veterinarian shall apply to the European Commission for approval of the programme. 

7. Council of Ministers shall implement the programme referred to in paragraph 5, by way of regulation, on the territory of the Republic of Poland or on its part once the programme is approved by the European Commission, having regard to improvement of the epizootic situation of the country and the relevant legal regulations of the European Union. 

8. Chief Veterinarian shall supervise implementation of the programme of control of infectious diseases of animals, and for programmes co-financed from resources of the European Union, shall inform the European Commission on development of implementation in accordance with the legal regulations of the European Union. 

9. Minister in charge of agriculture shall define, by way of regulation, infectious diseases of animals for which the control programmes shall be created, having regard to protection of public health, improvement of the epizootic situation of the country and the relevant legal regulations of the European Union. 

Article 58. 1. Veterinary Inspection authorities shall perform control tests of animal infections for determination of epizootic status and animal health status on the territory of the Republic of Poland or on its part. 

2. Tests for infection of animals with bonamiosis and marteliosis shall be performed at the expense of the owner of animals, with exclusion of test performed in the coastal zone. 

3. Minister in charge of agriculture shall define, by way of regulation: 

  1)  type of diseases, methods of inspections and scope of tests, having regard to sanitary safety of the country; 

  2)  the amount of fees for the tests referred to in paragraph 2, with regard to costs of Veterinary Inspection referred to these tests. 

Article 59. In case of hazard of conveying from or to abroad of the infectious disease of animals, suspicion of occurrence or occurrence of the infectious disease of animals in a border inspection station, the border official veterinarian shall implement measures defined in Article 42 (6) and (7) and in Article 44, with immediate notification of the poviat official veterinarian cooperating by control of the infectious disease of animals and the voivodship official veterinarian. 

Article 60. Chief Veterinarian shall apply to the European Commission for acknowledgement of the territory of the Republic of Poland or a region located on this territory as officially free from particular the infectious disease of animals, provided the relevant requirements defined in the legal regulations issued on the basis of Article 61 (1) (h) are fulfilled. 

Article 61. Minister in charge of agriculture shall define, by way of regulation: 

  1)  detailed methods and procedures of control of infectious diseases of animals subject to obligatory control, in particular: 

a)    method and procedure in case of suspicion of disease; 

b)    method and procedure for diagnosing of disease, 

c)    type of samples taken for diagnostic tests and methods of sampling and shipping; 

d)    measures referred to in Article 44 (1), Article 45 (1) and Article 46 (3) implemented in the course of disease control, including detailed method and conditions of determination of the focus of disease and infected, imperilled and buffer areas; 

e)    cleaning, disinfection, desinsectisation and deratisation procedures; 

f)    method and procedures for removal of the focus of disease; 

g)    conditions and procedures of re-introduction of animals to farms; 

h)    requirements necessary for acknowledgement of the territory of the Republic of Poland or a region located on this territory as officially free from particular the infectious disease of animals and detailed acknowledgement procedure; 

i)    maintenance procedures for documentation related to control of disease; 

j)    conditions and methods of implementation of vaccinations referred to in Article 43 (3), with regard to the type of the infectious disease of animals 

- having regard to protection of public health and animal health; 

  2)  detailed procedure and method of application referred to in Article 60 and documentation enclosed to this application, having regard to the relevant legal regulations of the European Union. 

Article 62. 1. Authorities of Veterinary Inspection, State Sanitary Inspection, Pharmaceutical Inspection, Commercial Inspection, Road Transport Inspection, Inspection Service for the Commercial Quality of Agricultural and Food Products and units of the local government cooperating by control of infectious diseases of animals. 

2. Council of Ministers shall define, by way of regulation, conditions and forms of cooperation referred to in paragraph 1, having regard to efficient control of infectious diseases of animals. 

Chapter 9

Application conditions for substances having hormonal, thyrostatic and beta-antagonising effect

Article 63. It is prohibited: 

  1)  to place on the market for administering to animals of thyrostatic substances and stilbenes, stilbene derivatives, their salts and esters; 

  2)  to place on the market for administering to animals from or of which the products of animal origin in the meaning of the legal regulations on the veterinary requirements for products of animal origin  are obtained of beta-antagonising substances and oestradiol 17ß and its ester-like derivatives. 

Article 64. 1. It is prohibited to administer for farm animals, wild games hold by humans as farm animals and aquaculture animals: 

  1)  thyrostatic substances; 

  2)  stilbenes, stilbene derivatives, their salts and esters; 

  3)  beta-antagonising substances; 

  4)  oestradiol 17ß and its ester-like derivatives; 

  5)  substances having an estrogenic effect others than oestradiol 17ß and its ester-like derivatives and having an androgenic or gestagenic effect. 

2. It is prohibited: 

  1)  to hold in a farm aquaculture animals which contain or in which the presence of substances referred to in paragraph 1 has been established, with exception for the cases when it is established that these substances were administered in accordance with Articles 65,  67 or 69; 

  2)  to place on the market or to slaughter farm animals and wild games hold  by humans as farm animals which contain or in which the presence of substances referred to in paragraph 1 has been established, with exception for the cases when it is established that these substances were administered in accordance with Articles 65,  67 or 69. 

3. It is prohibited to place on the market of aquaculture animals intended for human consumption to which substances referred to in paragraph 1 have been administered and of processed products derived from such animals. 

4. It is prohibited to place on the market of meat of the animals referred to in paragraph 2. 

Article 65. 1. Prohibitions referred to in Article 63 and in Article 64 shall not apply to administration for therapeutic purposes of: 

  1)  testosterone and progesterone and their derivatives which readily yield the parent compound on hydrolysis after absorption in the place of application for identified farm animals and wild games hold  by human as farm animals; 

  2)  veterinary medicinal products containing: 

a)    allyl trenbolone, administered orally, or substances having beta-antagonising effect for identified equidae or identified pets in the meaning of the regulations of the European Union on animal health requirements applied to non-commercial movement of pets, provided they are administered in accordance with producer’s instructions; 

b)    substances having beta-antagonising effect, in the form of injections, for induction of birth processes. 

2. The veterinary medicinal products referred to in paragraph 1 point 1 administered for therapeutic purposes shall comply with requirements on placing on the market defined in the regulations of the Act of Pharmaceuticals and shall be administered only by veterinarian in the form of injection or vaginal spirals - for the treatment of ovarian dysfunctions. 

Article 66. The owner of animals shall be prohibited from holding and storing in a farm the veterinary medicinal products containing: 

  1)  substances having beta-antagonising effect that can be used for induction of birth processes; 

  2)  oestradiol 17ß and its ester-like derivatives. 

Article 67. It is prohibited to administer, in the form of injections, of substances referred to in Article 65 (1) (1) (b) for production animals, including breeding animals not intended for further reproduction. 

Article 68. 1. Prohibitions referred to in Article 63 and in Article 64 (1) shall not apply to administration, for zootechnical treatment purposes, for identified farm animals and wild games hold by humans as farm animals of the veterinary medicinal products having estrogenic effect other than oestradiol 17ß and its ester-like derivatives and having androgenic or gestagenic effect. 

2. It is allowed to treat fish until third month of age with treatments intended for sex inversion with the use of the veterinary medicinal products having androgenic effect allowed to placing on the market on the basis of regulations of the Act on Pharmaceuticals. 

3. Zootechnical treatment of production or breeding animals, including breeding animals not intended for further reproduction, shall be prohibited. 

Article 69. The prohibition referred to in Article 64 (1) shall not apply to treatment performed by a veterinarian and consisting of administration for identified farm animals and wild games hold by humans as farm animals of the veterinary medicinal products containing oestradiol 17ß and its ester-like derivatives for the purpose of treatment of: 

  1)  maceration or mummification of embryos, 

  2)  pyometritis. 

Article 70. It is prohibited to administer for farm animals and wild games hold by human as farm animals: 

  1)  substances having hormonal effect: 

a)    acting as a deposit;

b)    with withdrawal period of more than 15 days after the end of treatment; 

c)    for which no reagents or equipment exist for use in the analytical techniques for detecting the presence of residues in excess of the permitted limits; 

  2)  veterinary medicinal products containing beta-agonists which have a withdrawal period of more than 28 days after the end of treatment. 

Article 71. 1.Trading requirements allow for: 

1) introducing to the market breeding animals and reproductive animals that shall not be  used for further breeding purposes, should they undergone a medical treatment specified in Article  65, 67 or 69;  

2) relevant marking , pursuant to the  veterinary regulations, concerning products of animal origin, meat of animals specified in pt 1 hereinabove provided that waiting period for meat introduced to the market has been observed pursuant to regulations of pharmaceutical law.   

2.Trade of  breeding horses, registered equidae included, that pursuant to conditions specified in Article 65 has undergone a treatment with medical products containing allyl trenbolone or beta antagonist substances, and in particular: 

1) racing horses 

2) competition horses  

3) circus  horses 

4) horses intended for research or exhibitions 

- shall be allowed for prior to the lapse of the waiting period provided that basic conditions of administering the hereinabove products has been observed and type and date of treatment has been entered in animal identification documents .  

3.No meat or other products of animal origin shall be introduced to the market within the meaning of veterinary requirements for products of animal origin should the meat or the said product originate of animals or from animals that have been treated with substances of estrogenic, androgenic or gestagenic effect and the required waiting period has not been observed prior to slaughtering of such  animal. 

Article 72.1. Inspections carried out by the Veterinary Inspection Authorities shall be aimed at ascertaining the following: 

1) whether  animal owners posses or store substances specified in Article 63 and 64; 

2) illegal use of substances of hormonal, thyrostatic or beta – antagonist effect or veterinary therapeutic  products containing such substances (illegal treatment of animals)   

3) non observance of waiting periods specified in Article 70 pt. 1 ( b ) and pt. 2; 

4) non observance of limitations in use of substances specified in Article  65, 67 or 69; 

2.Provided that during the inspection any of the cases specified in Paragraph 1 hereinabove occur, animals shall be placed under supervision of an official veterinarian until measures specified in Article 79 Paragraph 2 (1) and Paragraph 3 as well as in Article 80 and 82 are applied in relation to persons responsible thereof.   

Article 73. 1 It is prohibited to import: 

1) animals kept for farming purposes, wild animals  kept for farming purposes  and aqauculture animals.  

2) meat or other products origination of animals or from animals as specified in pt 1 hereinabove.  

- from  third countries that allow marketing of stilben its derivatives, salts and esters or substances of thyrostatic effect to be administered to animals.  

2.Import of the following animals, listed pursuant to the EU requirements, from third countries is prohibited: 

1) animals kept for farming purposes, wild animals kept for farming purposes and aqauculture animals that have been administered with:

a) stilben its derivatives, salts and esters or substances of thyrostatic effect  

b) substances of beta – antagonist  effect, oestradiol 17 beta and its ester – like derivatives, to the exclusion of instances when substances of this kind have been administered pursuant to provisions of Article 65-67, 69 or 71, and waiting periods provided for in international agreements have been observed;  

2) meat and other products of animal origin within the meaning of veterinary requirements for products of animals or from animals the import of which is prohibited.  

74) It is allowed to import from  third countries  breeding animals and reproductive animals that shall not be  used for further breeding purposes, or meat of these animals provided that third counties guarantee the compliance of imported products with provisions equivalent to requirements of Article 63-73. 

Article 75.1 Producing, marketing and introducing to the market bovine somatropine to be administered to milky cows as well as administering thereof to milky cows is prohibited.  

2.Both, an entrepreneur whose core business is buying – in or producing substances containing bovine somatropine as well as entrepreneur who undertakes to introduce such substances to the  market shall keep a register of:  

1) volume produced, bought, sold or used for purposes other than introducing the substance to the market.  

2) personal data (name and surname) of persons who bought or sold such substances. 

Article 76) The inhibition specified in Article  75 shall not apply to production of bovine somatropine or its import for export to third countries.  

Chapter 10
Penal Provisions 
Article77.  Whoever: 

1) shall, while operating a supervised activity,  fail to meet veterinary requirements for specified type and scope of said activity and thereby cause epizootic or epidemic threat, unsatisfactory sanitary quality of products or who shall operate such activity without compliance to the veterinary requirements having been ascertained,  

2) shall, in defiance of import prohibition or without observance of or in default of applicable veterinary requirements,   import animals, inedible products of animal origin or animal by – products,     

3) shall, without observance of or in default of applicable veterinary requirements,  trade or introduce to the market animals, inedible products of animal origin or animal by – products,  

4) shall, without observance of or in default of applicable veterinary requirements, relocate the equidae,  

5) shall, without observance of or in default of applicable veterinary requirements, place animals on the farm or transport animals, 

- shall be subject to a fine, limitation of liberty or deprivation of liberty for a term  up to one year.  

Article78. Whoever: 

1) shall, in defiance of prohibition, co-ordinate or carry out vaccination against infectious  diseases of animals; 

2) shall fail to comply with orders,  prohibitions or limitations issued with regard to combating an infectious disease as specified in Article  44 Paragraph. 1 (1,3,6,9, 10 (c ) , 12 –14), Article 45 Paragraph. 1(2-6) and Article 46 Paragraph 3 (2-6)

- shall be subject to a fine, limitation of liberty or deprivation of liberty for a term up to three years. 

Article79. Whoever: 

1) shall introduce to the market any substances of thyrostatic effect, stilbens, its derivatives, salts and esters to be administered to animals 

2) shall introduce to the market substances of beta – antagonist effect, estradiol 17 - beta and its ester likes to be administered to animals providing products of animal origin within the meaning of veterinary requirements for products of animal origin.  

- shall be subject to a fine, limitation of liberty or deprivation of liberty for a term up to three years. 

2.Whoever, in defiance of imposed prohibitions, shall: 

1) administer to farm animals, wild animals kept for farming purposes or aquaculture animals substances specified in Article 64 Paragraph 1, 

2) keep on the farm acquaculture animals that contain substances specified in  64 Paragraph. 1, 

3) introduce to the market or slaughter either farm animals or wild animals kept for farming purposes organisms of which contain substances specified in Article  64 Paragraph. 1, 

4) introduce to the market aqaulculture animals  intended for human  consumption that have been administered with substances specified in  Article 64 Paragraph. 1, as well as processed products of the abovementioned animals.  

5) introduce to the market and processes the meat of animals specified in pt 2  and 3 hereinabove. 

- shall be subject to a fine, limitation of liberty or deprivation of liberty for a term up to three years. 

3.1) Whoever shall, for therapeutic purposes,  administer substances specified in Article  1 to farm animals, wild animals kept for farming purposes or aquaculture animals   contrary to the provisions of this Article, 

- shall be subject to a fine, limitation of liberty or deprivation of liberty for a term up to three years. 

Article 80. 1 Whoever, while owning farm animals, shall posses and keep on the farm veterinary therapeutic products containing substances of beta – antagonist effect that may be used for inducing labor and substances containing oestradiol 17 beta or its ester like derivatives,   

- shall be subject to a fine, limitation of liberty or deprivation of liberty for a term up to three years. 

2.Whoever shall administer, in from  of injections, substances specified in Article  65 Paragraph 1 (2)(b) to breeding animals, including reproductive animals that shall no longer be used for reproductive purposes ,  

- shall be subject to a fine, limitation of liberty or deprivation of liberty for a term up to three years. 

3.Whoever  shall perform animal husbandry activities on animals intended for raising or breeding, including reproductive animals that shall no longer be used for reproductive purposes , 

- shall be subject to a fine, limitation of liberty or deprivation of liberty for a term up to three years. 

4.1) Whoever shall administer to farm animals or wild animals kept for farming purposes : 

1) substances of hormonal effect 

a) sludge - like substances of hormonal effect 

b)  substances with waiting period exceeding 15 days 

c)  veterinary therapeutic products containing substances of beta – antagonist effect with waiting period exceeding 28 days 

- shall be subject to a fine, limitation of liberty or deprivation of liberty for a term up to three years. 

5.Whoever shall introduce to the market  meat and other products of animal origin within the meaning of veterinary requirements for products of animal origin , contrary to the provisions of Article  71 Paragraph. 3 

- shall be subject to a fine, limitation of liberty or deprivation of liberty for a term up to three years. 

Whoever shall, in defiance of imposed prohibitions, import  farm animals, wild animals kept for farming purposes, aquaculture animals or meat of such animals or products of animal origin from  third countries within the meaning of  veterinary requirements for products of animal origin,   

- shall be subject to a fine, limitation of liberty or deprivation of liberty for a term up to three years. 

Article 82) Whoever shall illegally administer substances of hormonal, thyrostatic or beta – antagonist effect or veterinary therapeutic products containing such substances  

- shall be subject to a fine, limitation of liberty or deprivation of liberty for a term up to three years. 

Article 83 Whoever shall  produce, market and introduce to the market bovine somatropine to be administered to milky cows and whoever shall administer thereof to milky cows  

- shall be subject to a fine, limitation of liberty or deprivation of liberty for a term up to three years. 

Article 84. Offences provided for in Article 79 Paragraph 2(1), Paragraph 3, Article 80 Paragraph. 1 and 2; 4 pt. 1 ( b ) and pt. 2; and Article  82 shall be subject to forfeiture of substances and products.  

Article 85. Whoever: 

1) while operating a supervised activity, shall fail to meet veterinary requirements for specified type and scope of said activity or who shall operate such activity without prior timely notice thereon, 

2) shall, in  defiance of a binding obligation, fail to inform competent authorities or other entities on suspected infectious disease of animals or shall fail to forward information  indicating a possibility for such disease to occur or shall not comply with other binding obligations in case of suspected infectious disease of animals 

3) shall fail to comply with orders, prohibitions or limitations issued with regard to combating  infectious diseases of animals as specified in Article 44 Paragraph. 1 (1,3,6,9, 10 (c ) , 12 –14), Article 45 Paragraph. 1(7 and 8) and Article 46 Paragraph  3 ( 7) 
4) while rendering veterinary services:  

a) shall fail to comply with an obligation to inform a poviat chief veterinarian on infectious diseases of animals that are subject to EU notification or registration. 

b) shall not keep at all or keep an improper  medical veterinary documentation. 

5) while producing products of animal origin shall fail to keep test results on zoonosis that fall under registration  

6) while running a laboratory conducting tests for zoonosis and zoonosis agents shall fail to inform on detection of a zoonosis agent.  

b) while being an owner of animals shall fail to keep or keep in an improper manner - animal medical treatment registration . 

8) shall evade rabies vaccination of an animal, 

9) shall evade obligations specified in a program for combating infectious diseases of animals implemented under Article  57 Paragraph. 3 or 7 

- shall be subject to a fine, limitation of liberty or deprivation of liberty  

2.For deeds  specified in Article 1 provisions of the Petty Offences Code shall apply.  

Chapter 11
Amendments to provisions in force, transitional provisions and final provisions,
Article 86. August 21, 1997 act on Animal Protection (Journal of Laws  2003 no 106, item 1002) is amended as follows: 

1) Paragraphs 3 and 3A of Article 12 are hereby repealed 3 and 3a; 

2)  Article 24 Paragraph. 4a shall be replaced by the following: 

“4a.  Road transport of animals for profit or transport of animals connected to operating a business activity shall be performed only in  means of transport authorised thereto.  

3) Article 34 Paragraph. 6 shall be replaced by the following: 

“6. Minister in charge of agriculture shall specify in a regulation:  

1) occupational standards for slaughter – qualified persons 

2)  terms of unloading, relocating, holding out, immobilising animals for slaughtering or killing.  

3) terms and methods of slaughtering and killing animals of respective species 

- with regard to humanitarian treatment of animals intended for slaughter.  

Article 87. September 6, 2001 act on  pharmaceutical law (Journal of Laws  2004 no 53, item 533 and art 69) is amended as follows: 

1) Paragraph 3 is  hereby repealed; 

2)  phrase “ as specified in Paragraphs  1and 3” in Paragraph  4 are hereby replaced with  phrase “ as specified in Paragraph 1"; 

3) Paragraph  5 shall be replaced by the following: 

“5 Minister in charge of agriculture shall specify in a respective regulation a template for retail marketing of veterinary therapeutic products  with respect to standardisation of said documentation and applicable provisions of EU law.”  

Article 88. August 27, 2003 act on Veterinary Border Control (Journal  of laws no 165, item 1590) is amended as follows: 

1) Art 10 Paragraph. 2-4 shall be replaced by the following: 

“2.It is allowed to import shipments of animals: 

1) from third countries or parts thereof that are included on respective EC lists  - with regard to animals for which there are certain import requirements in the EU law.  

2) provided that requirements of country of destination (EU country) have been met with regard to animals for which there are no import requirements in the EU law.  

3.“2. Importing shipments of products is allowed: 

1) from the following entities included in EC lists: 

a) third countries or parts thereof 

b) factories authorised to implement respective products on the EU territory; 

- with regard to products for which there are import requirements in the EU law 

2) provided that requirements of country of destination (EU country) have been met with regard to products for which there are no import requirements in the EU law. 

4.Requirements specified in Paragraph 2(2),  and Paragraph 3(2) are under animal health and combating infectious diseases of animals  regulations as well as veterinary requirements for products of animal origin, provided that Poland is a country of destination.  

2) Article  44, Paragraph  1, the final sentence  shall be replaced by the following: 

“ – shall be borne by the person in charge of a shipment” 

Article 89. 1 Entities operating supervised activity that on the date of the Act did not require reporting it to the poviat official veterinarian shall lose the right to operate this activity unless they report it within 3 months from the date of the Act and pursuant to provisions thereof.  

Article 89. 2 Entities operating supervised activity that on the date of the Act required reporting it to the poviat official veterinarian and entering it to the respective register kept by poviat official veterinarian  pursuant to hitherto provisions, shall keep the right to operate the activity  

.Article 89.3 Entities operating supervised activity that on the date of the Act did not require ascertaining the compliance with veterinary conditions for buildings , places of operating supervised activity, or persons performing specified tasks within the scope of said activity -  required under the act or under provisions issued on the basis of the Act  shall lose the right to operate this activity unless they report it within 3 months from the date of the Act and pursuant to provisions thereof. 

89.4 Entities  specified in Paragraph 2, resting within the scope of decisions approving the compliance with veterinary conditions basing on the hitherto regulations,  entries to registers kept by poviat official veterinarians basing on the hitherto regulations, as well as buildings, places or persons performing specified tasks under the supervised activity  shall be deemed approved of within the meaning of European Union regulations.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

89.5. Entities that on the date of this Act entering into force shall operate a supervised activity of keeping cattle, sheep and goats intended for trading purposes and upon that date shall apply for health certificate for any animal in the herd or farm owned by them, the poviat official veterinarian shall decide if:  

1) the herd is officially  free from tuberculosis , officially free from brucellosis or free from brucellosis and officially free from enzootic bovine leukaemia.  

2) the farm where goats and sheep are kept is officially free from brucellosis or free from brucellosis  

Article 90. Provisions of this Act shall apply in all and any proceedings initiated under the provisions hereof and pending on the date of this Act entering into force.   

91.1 Entity registers kept by poviat official veterinarians under the provisions of Article 5 Paragraph. 3(c ) and 3 (d) of the April 24, 1997 Act on combating infectious diseases of animals, treatment of slaughter animals and meat and on Veterinary Inspection (Journal  of Laws 1999 no 66, item 752 as amended 2))  shall become tantamount with registers specified in Article 11. 

2.Information included in the entity lists kept by the Chief Veterinarian pursuant to the provisions of Article  5 Paragraph. 3(e) and 3(f) ; 1 shall be used to keep the list specified in Article . 12. 

3.Information included in a system of gathering and processing information on infectious diseases of animals, specified in art 20 (a) of an act mentioned in Paragraph 1 shall be used to keep the system  specified in Article  51. 

4.Documentation kept under hitherto regulations shall be archived for 5 years upon the date of this Act.  

5.Strategies for combating infectious diseases of animals drawn up under hitherto regulations shall remain in force.  

Article 92.1. Registration certificates for pharmaceuticals intended for animals only issued prior to October 1, 2002, that had become permissions within the meaning of  the September 6, 2001 act on pharmaceutical law that included an active substance or active substances with no Maximum Residue Limits for veterinary therapeutic products or when such limits shall not be required, with the exclusion of immunologic  veterinary therapeutic products intended  for animal use only, from which or of which edible products of animal origin are derived, shall be valid until April 20, 2004.
2.The entity in charge shall, prior to 30 April 2004, withdraw from the market at its own expense veterinary therapeutic products that contain active substance or active substances specified in Paragraph  1. 

Article 93.1  Current executive regulations under Article  5 Paragraph. 4 and 5; Article 8 Paragraph. 4, Article 20 Paragraph. 4, Article 20a Paragraph. 6, Article 21, Article 21a Paragraph. 2, Article  24 Paragraph. 2, Article 25 Paragraph. 8 and 9; Article 25a Paragraph. 2 of an act mentioned in Article  91 Paragraph. 1 shall be binding until new executive regulations under Article 10, Article 11 Paragraph. 4, Article 47 Paragraph. 2, Article 49 Paragraph. 13, Article 51 Paragraph. 8, Article 52 Paragraph. 7, Article 53 Paragraph. 4, Article 54 Paragraph. 10 and 11; Article 56 Paragraph. 6, Article 58 Paragraph. 3 and  Article 61 enter into force 

2. Current executive regulations under Article 34 Paragraph. 6 of an act mentioned in Article 86 shall be binding until new executive regulations enter into force. 

3.Current executive regulations under Article 69 Paragraph. 5 of an act mentioned in Article 87 shall be binding until new executive regulations enter into force. 

Article 94 April 24, 1997 Act on combating infectious diseases of animals, treatment of slaughter animals and meat and on Veterinary Inspection (Journal of Laws 1999 no 66, item 752 as amended 3)) shall be repealed.  

Article 95. The act shall enter  into force on the date of accession of the Republic of Poland to the European Union, with the exclusion of Article  29, that shall enter into force on the day of promulgation. 

________ 

1)  This Act amends: the Act of 21 August 1997 on Protection of Animals, the Act of 6 September 2001 on Pharmaceuticals and the Act of 27 August 2003 on Veterinary Border Inspection. 

The regulations of this Act implement the resolutions of: 

1)     Council Directive 64/432/EEC of 26 June 1964 on animal health problems affecting intra-Community trade in bovine animals and swine;

2)     Council Directive 88/407/EEC of 14 June 1988 laying down the animal health requirements applicable to intra- Community trade in and imports of deep-frozen semen of domestic animals of the bovine species; 

3)     Council Directive 89/556/EEC of 25 September 1989 on animal health conditions governing intra-Community trade in and importation from third countries of embryos of domestic animals of the bovine species;

4)     Council Directive 90/426/EEC of 26 June 1990 on animal health conditions governing the movement and import from third countries of equidae; 

5)     Council Directive 90/429/EEC of 26 June 1990 laying down the animal health requirements applicable to intra- Community trade in and imports of semen of domestic animals of the porcine species; 

6)     Council Directive 90/539/EEC of 15 October 1990 on animal health conditions governing intra-Community trade in, and imports from third countries of, poultry and hatching eggs; 

7)     Council Directive 91/67/EEC of 28 January 1991 concerning the animal health conditions governing the placing on the market of aquaculture animals and products; 

8)     Council Directive 91/68/EEC of 28 January 1991 on animal health conditions governing intra-Community trade in ovine and caprine animals; 

9)     Council Directive 91/628/EEC of 19 November 1991 on the protection of animals during transport and amending Directives 90/425/EEC and 91/496/EEC;

10)    Council Directive 92/65/EEC of 13 July 1992 laying down animal health requirements governing trade in and imports into the Community of animals, semen, ova and embryos not subject to animal health requirements laid down in specific Community rules referred to in Annex A (I) to Directive 90/425/EEC;

11)    Council Directive 92/118/EEC of 17 December 1992 laying down animal health and public health requirements governing trade in and imports into the Community of products not subject to the said requirements laid down in specific Community rules referred to in Annex A (I) to Directive 89/662/EEC and, as regards pathogens, to Directive 90/425/EEC;

12)    Council Directive 96/22/EC of 29 April 1996 concerning the prohibition on the use in stockfarming of certain substances having a hormonal or thyrostatic effect and of ß-agonists, and repealing Directives 81/602/EEC, 88/146/EEC and 88/299/EEC;

13)    Council Directive 85/511/EEC of 18 November 1985 introducing Community measures for the control of foot- and-mouth disease;

14)    88/397/EEC: Commission Decision of 12 July 1988 coordinating rules laid down by Member States in application of Article 6 of Council Directive 85/511/EEC;

15)    Council Directive 2001/89/EC of 23 October 2001 on Community measures for the control of classical swine fever;

16)    2002/106/EC: Commission Decision of 1 February 2002 approving a Diagnostic Manual establishing diagnostic procedures, sampling methods and criteria for evaluation of the laboratory tests for the confirmation of classical swine fever;

17)    Council Directive 92/35/EEC of 29 April 1992 laying down control rules and measures to combat African horse sickness;

18)    Council Directive 92/40/EEC of 19 May 1992 introducing Community measures for the control of avian influenza;

19)    Council Directive 92/66/EEC of 14 July 1992 introducing Community measures for the control of Newcastle disease;

20)    93/152/EEC: Commission Decision of 8 February 1993 laying down the criteria for vaccines to be used against Newcastle disease in the context of routine vaccination programmes;

21)    Council Directive 93/53/EEC of 24 June 1993 introducing minimum Community measures for the control of certain fish diseases;

22)    2001/183/EC: Commission Decision of 22 February 2001 laying down the sampling plans and diagnostic methods for the detection and confirmation of certain fish diseases and repealing Decision 92/532/EEC;

23)    Council Directive 95/70/EC of 22 December 1995 introducing minimum Community measures for the control of certain diseases affecting bivalve molluscs;

24)    Council Directive 92/119/EEC of 17 December 1992 introducing general Community measures for the control of certain animal diseases and specific measures relating to swine vesicular disease;

25)    2000/428/EC: Commission Decision of 4 July 2000 establishing diagnostic procedures, sampling methods and criteria for the evaluation of the results of laboratory tests for the confirmation and differential diagnosis of swine vesicular disease;

26)    Council Directive 2002/60/EC of 27 June 2002 laying down specific provisions for the control of African swine fever and amending Directive 92/119/EEC as regards Teschen disease and African swine fever;

27)    Council Directive 2000/75/EC of 20 November 2000 laying down specific provisions for the control and eradication of bluetongue;

28)    Council Directive 82/894/EEC of 21 December 1982 on the notification of animal diseases within the Community;

29)    2000/807/EC: Commission Decision of 11 December 2000 laying down the codified form and the codes for the notification of animal diseases pursuant to Council Directive 82/894/EEC and repealing Decisions 84/90/EEC and 90/442/EEC;

30)    2002/807/EC: Commission Decision of 15 October 2002 amending Decision 2000/807/EC laying down the codified form and the codes for the notification of animal diseases pursuant to Council Directive 82/894/EEC;

31)    Council Directive 92/117/EEC of 17 December 1992 concerning measures for protection against specified zoonoses and specified zoonotic agents in animals and products of animal origin in order to prevent outbreaks of food-borne infections and intoxications;

32)    Council Directive 72/462/EEC of 12 December 1972 on health and veterinary inspection problems upon importation of bovine animals and swine and fresh meat from third countries. 

2)  The changes of the unified text of the Act were published in the Official Journal of Laws of the Republic of Poland of 2001, No. 29, item 320, No. 123, item 1350 and No. 129, item 1438, of 2002, No. 112, item 976, of 2003, No. 52, item 450, No. 122, item 1144, No. 165, item 1590 and No. 208, item 2020 and of 2004, No. 33, item 288. 

3)  The changes of the unified text of the Act were published in the Official Journal of Laws of the Republic of Poland No. 29, item 320, No. 123, item 1350 and No. 129, item 1438, of 2002, No. 112, item 976, of 2003, No. 52, item 450, No. 122, item 1144, No. 165, item 1590 and No. 208, item 2020 and of 2004, No. 33, item 288. 

ANNEXES 

ANNEX No. 1 

LIST OF ADMINISTRATIVE UNITS 

  1)  the Kingdom of Belgium: province/provincie; 

  2)  the Czech Republic: kraj; 

  3)  the Kingdom of Denmark: amt or island; 

  4)  the Federal Republic of Germany: Regierungsbezirk; 

  5)  the Republic of Estonia: maakond; 

  6)  the Hellenic Republic: voľo; 

  7)  the Kingdom of Spain: provincia; 

  8)  the Republic of France: departement; 

  9)  Ireland: county; 

  10) the Italian Republic: provincia; 

  11) the Republic of Cyprus: í (district); 

  12) the Republic of Latvia: rajons; 

  13) the Republic of Lithuania: apskritis; 

  14) the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg; 

  15) the Republic of Hungary: megye; 

  16) the Republic of Malta; 

  17) the Kingdom of the Netherlands (in Europe): rrv-kring; 

  18) the Republic of Austria: Bezirk; 

  19) the Republic of Poland: powiat; 

  20) the Portuguese Republic: 

a)    continental: distrito, 

b)    other territories: regiao autonomia; 

  21) the Republic of Slovenia: območje; 

  22) the Slovak Republic: kraj; 

  23) the Republic of Finland: lääni/län; 

  24) the Kingdom of Sweden: län; 

  25) the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland: 

a)    England, Wales and Northern Ireland: county, 

b)    Scotland: district or island area. 

ANNEX No. 2 

LIST OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES OF ANIMALS  SUBJECT TO OBLIGATORY CONTROL

  1)   Foot and mouth disease - FMD; 

  2)   Vesicular stomatitis; 

  3)   Swine vesicular disease - SVD; 

  4)   Rinderpest; 

  5)   Peste des petits ruminants - PPR; 

  6)   Contagious bovine pleuropneumonia - CBPP; 

  7)  Lumpy skin disease - LSD; 

  8)  Rift valley fever; 

  9)  Bluetongue; 

  10) Sheep pox and goat pox; 

  11) African horse sickness; 

  12)  African swine fever - ASF; 

  13)  Classical swine fever - CSF, Hog; 

  14) Highly pathogenic avian influenza - HPAI, formerly Fowl plague; 

  15) Newcastle disease - ND; 

  16) Rabies; 

  17)  Anthrax; 

  18)  Bovine tuberculosis; 

  19)  Brucellosis abortus, Brucellosis melitensis, Brucellosis ovis, Brucellosis suis; 

  20) Enzootic bovine leucosis - EBL; 

  21) Bovine spongiform encephalopathy - BSE; 

  22)  American foulbrood; 

  23)  Scrapie; 

  24) Infectious haematopoietic necrosis - IHN; 

  25) Infectious salmon anaemia - ISA; 

  26) Viral haemorrhagic septicaemia - VHS; 

  27) Epizootic haemorrhagic disease of deer - EHD. 

ANNEX No. 3 

LIST OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES OF ANIMALS  SUBJECT TO OBLIGATORY REGISTRATION

  1)  Paratuberculosis; 

  2)   Listeriosis; 

  3)  Toxoplasmosis; 

  4)  Tularaemia; 

  5)  (Equine encephalomyelitis; 

  6)  Glanders; 

  7)  Equine infectious anaemia; 

  8)  Contagious equine metritis; 

  9)  Equine viral arteritis; 

  10)  Dourine; 

  11) Infectious bovine rhinotracheitis/infectious pustular vulvovaginitis IBR/IPV; 

  12) Bovine genital campylobacterosis; 

  13) Trichomonosis; 

  14) Q fever; 

  15)  Salmonellosis of cattle and pigs; 

  16) Transmissible gastroenteritis - TGE; 

  17) Trichinellosis; 

  18) Aujeszky's disease in pigs; 

  19) Porcine enteroviral encephalomyelitis; 

  20) Contagious agalactia; 

  21) Maedi-visna disease; 

  22) Ovine pulmonary adenomatosis; 

  23) Caprine arthritis/encephalitis - CAE; 

  24) Caseus lymphadenitis - CLA; 

  25) Avian salmonellosis (S. Gallinarum, S. Pullorum, S. Enteritidis, S. Typhimurium, S. Arizonae);

  26) Avian chlamydiosis; 

  27) Infectious bursal disease (Gumboro disease); 

  28)  Marek's disease; 

  29)  Derzsy's disease; 

  30) Avian mycoplasmosis (M. gallisepticum, M. synoviae, M. meleagridis); 

  31) Mink viral enteritis; 

  32) Aleutian disease; 

  33) Myxomatosis; 

  34) Rabbit haemorrhagic disease; 

  35) Spring viraemia of carp; 

  36) Renibacteriosis; 

  37) European foulbrood; 

  38) Varroosis; 

  39) Acariosis of bees; 

  40) Bonamiosis; 

  41) Marteliosis. 

ENCLOSURE No. 4 

INFECTIOUS DISEASES OF ANIMALS SUBJECT TO PROHIBITION OF VACCINATION  

  1)  Foot and mouth disease - FMD; 

  2)  Vesicular stomatitis; 

  3)   Swine vesicular disease - SVD; 

  4)  Rinderpest; 

  5)  Peste des petits ruminants - PPR; 

  6)  Contagious bovine pleuropneumonia - CBPP; 

  7)  Lumpy skin disease - LSD; 

  8)  Rift valley fever; 

  9)  Bluetongue; 

  10) Sheep pox and goat pox; 

  11) African horse sickness; 

  12) African swine fever - ASF; 

  13) Classical swine fever - CSF, Hog; 

  14) Highly pathogenic avian influenza - HPAI formerly Fowl plague; 

  15) Porcine enteroviral encephalomyelitis; 

  16) Brucellosis melitensis, Brucellosis ovis, Brucellosis suis and Brucellosis abortus; 

  17)  Infectious bovine rhinotracheitis/infectious pustular vulvovaginitis - IBR/IPV. 

