
Comments to the kNotlce of Availability of Draft Document Concerning the 
Identification of EL7 Administrative Units" 1Docket No. 0.1081-11. 

The European Conlmunities (EC) would like to thank USDA/APHIS for the opportunity 
to provide commerlts on the "Notice of Availability of Draft Document Concerning the 
Identification of EL! Administrative Units" [Docket No. 04481-I]. 

The EC \velcomc the Notice of Availability but would like to stress that this has to be 
considered only as a positive interim step towards the change of its policy and procedures 
on the regionalizaiion of the EU for animal diseases in the direction laid down by the 
relevant provisions of lhe Ageement between the EC and the United States of America 
on sanitary measures to protect public and animal health in trade in live animals and 
animal products (Council Decision 98i258iEC). Article 6. as respectfully requested by 
the EC in the com~~~ciits to the proposed rule "Importation of Swine and Swine Products 
From the European Union". published on [Ire US CFR Vol. 70, No. 67, Friday, April 8, 
2005, [Docket KO. 02-046-11. RIN 0579-AB79" submitted on 7 June 2005 to the 
rele\*ant docket. 

The EC \velcome in particular the principle that "ulrhoirglr uddresserl irr this docuntenf it1 
rkc cotttcsr of  CSE the corrccpt of regiottu1i;nfiort to the AU level ~sould not be disease- 
spec$c." The EC respectfully requests confirmation that, pending the requested 
implementation by USDA'APHIS of the relevant provisions of the Agreement, in the 
event of an outbreak of one of the diseases referred to in its Annex IU' in the territory of 
the European Union USD.IL.4PHIS would implement the regionalisation in accordance 
tvith the Administrative Units principle. 

The EC ulould like to encourage USDAIAPHIS to proceed swiftly with regard to 
identifying administrative units in the ten new EU member states which USDA!APHIS 
nould consider "regions" in the event of an animal disease outbreak. so that 
USDPc;XPHIS can have a uniform policy for the entire EU. 

The EC would also like to bring USDNAPHIS' attention to the fact that the name of the 
S\vedisl~ governmental agencies mentioned at page 13 of the document annexed to the 
Notice of -4~aitabiIity (APHIS Considerations on the Identification of Administrative 
Units for Certain Member States of the Europca~i Union) are not correctly translated. The 
correct translations arc as follows: 

LIST OF DISE.4SES FOR WHICH REGIOS.4L FREEPD.Il15 RECOG,YISED 

.4nlmal dhrcrscs: 1.001 and morrrh rfir~-o.~re, SSIIIL. r~-sicnlar clnrase. Prstr dr pvrrb ruminants. Confa#~olu caprrnr 
plr*nn~pny~~m~.ni~: Shtcp dnrf gdar J n r  . I~~ IC# IN  swra. k,rr Enrero~.inrr cnrphaIon!,+li~~s. .Swcasfk discasr. 
I'\c-~nl~~rahrcr 4ujcx:Lv:q dixcnst'. I cr~cufur croma:8$r. R t ~ ~ d ~ ~ p i n .  ('or;.:~l~to:lebr kt incplru~nc~umonin.  Rlrtcrongf~e. .+,lncon lrorsr 
r:rCnr.c$. ( ' l a n ~ a ~ l  rc~  tnrl;.r.er. f j r r  Ipf11~01z tation mrht.n:nr. I cnc~crlan qcrcnr encpphaflnm~~/ii~s: 



Jorribl-rrks~rrk~~r - The Swedish Board of Agiculture, 

Li~~mcriels~~crkct - The National Food Administrarion, 

Sttr~e~rs I hterirrii,.~~~edicir~.sX-(~ arrsrulr - The National Veterinary Institute. 

In closin_e, the EC wants to thank USD-WAPHIS for the opportunity to provide comments 
on this notice of availability concerning the identification of EU Administrative Units. 
The EC welcome the notice. but as indicated in the comments to the proposed rule 
"Importation of Swine and Swine Products from the European Union," [Docket No. 02- 
036-11, respectfully request that USDNAPHIS proceed swiftly towards following EU 
rcgionali~a~ion decisions for the entire EU mid for the full range of animal diseases as 
spccificd in Annex I11 of the Agreement between the EC and the USA on sanitary 
measures to protect public and animal health in trade via live animals and animal 
products. 


