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Standards and Evaluation Division,
Department of Food Safety Issue No. 0116002
Inspection and Safety Division,

Department of Food Safety Issue No. 0116001
January 16, 2004

To: Directors of the departments/bureaus in charge of sanitation of the prefectures, cities with
health centers, and special wards

Director of the Standards and Evaluation Division, Department of Food Safety,
Pharmaceutical and Food Safety Burcau, Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare

Director of the Inspection and Safety Division, Department of Food Safety,
Pharmaceutical and Food Safety Burcau, Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare

Cautions in Removing Cattle Vertebral Columns

The “Specifications and Standards for Foods, Food Additives, ete.” (Ministry of Health and
Welfare Notice No. 370, December 1959) was partially revised todayby the Notice
Conceming Partial Revision of the Specifications and Standards for Foods, Food Additives,
ete. (Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare Notice No. 10, January 2004), and the details of
such revision have been notified by the director of the Department of Food Safety to cach
prefectural governor through Notice No. 0116001 You are requested to keep in mind the
matters given in the Attachment hereto to ensure satisfactory application of the revised
specifications and standards.
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Cautions in Removing Vertebral Columns from Carcasses, etc.

Cautions must be exercised as follows to prevent the contamination of beef, etc., with the
dorsal root ganglia in removing the vertebral columns from cattle that have been reared in any
of the countries or zones where BSE has occurred. For the scope of regulations, see Figures 1

and 2.

1.

Persons subject to these cautions

Persons who remove the vertebral columns from carcasses or meat cuts

Cautions

)

)

)

Although not a common practice, when an electric saw is used to remove the
vertebral column (deboning), be careful not to destroy the dorsal root ganglia
(see Figure 3).

Asg the dorsal root ganglia in the sacral portion are located in the fat layers on the
ventral portion of the sacrum, do not scrape off the fat layers on such portion of
the sacrum with a knife or another similar instrument, or otherwise handle the
relevant portion in a similar manner. (See Figures 4 and 5)

In addition to the above, the meat processing businesses are requested to comply
with the sanitary control standards as established by the municipal ordinances of
cach municipality, based on the Milk and Meat Sanitation Division,
Environmental Health Burcau Notice Issue No. 104, March 31, 1997,
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Figure 3. Schematic view of the junction between a thoracic vertebra and a rib
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Figure 4. Sacrum (ventral view)
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Figure 5. Dorsal root ganglia in the sacral portion



