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URGENT FAX - URGENT

To: Telephone:CVOs of all the Member
States + Norway and Ic;eland

Fax:

From: B. Van Goethem
Head of Unit

Telephone: (+32~2)295 3143

(+32-2)2953144

Number of pages: 1+2

Subject: Information fro,m Ireland in relation to mea,sures taken
in IRL and the absence of suspect cases in Ireland ,-

Message:

Find also annexed a letter from Dr. Gaynor detailing the measures taken by Ireland in
relation to the outbreaks of FMD in tlie UK and reassuring that there is ~ suspect nor
confirmed cases of FMD in IRL.

R- J. Coleman, M. Scannell, A. Checchi Lang, J. Nymand-Christensen, p -
Pr~ndergast, S. Hutchins, R. Vanlloorde, B. Gminder (SANCO), J. Heine, P. DeWinne (AGRl) .

cc;:

R~e de I~ Loi 200, 8-1049 Br~xel1es/Wet5traat 200, B"1049 Br~s5el- Belgium -Office; L86.7JAg.
Telephone: dir$ct line (+32.2)2953143. switchboard 299.11.11. Fax; 2953144.
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A" Rol"" T.LYtl6ioc~A, BIA .GUS FOfla.RTHA TUAmI~

(DEPP.~fiHf OF AGRICUL...URE. FaDtJ ~D RUA.L DEVELOP..~)

8AlLe ATH4 CUA'n12

(DUDU" ).)
1 March 2001

RE: PROTECTION MEASURES TAKEN IN )RELAND FOLLOWING THE
OUTBREAK OF FpOT AND MOUTH DISEASE IN GREAT BRITAIN AND
NORnIERN mxLAND.

To All EU CVO$

Dear Colleague.

on tQ Foot and Mouth Disease

I w1derstand that there ~ a lot Df rumoU!B be~ circulated about the situation in the
Republic of Ireland and my pU1'pOsc in writing to you is to give you up to date
infon:na.tion. At the ~~tset J ~ to reassure Vou that at l:JreSenttller~ &n, n-o s~"ect
or co ed case of Foot Mouth Djsease 10 the Re ublic of Ireland.

The following sets out the protc;ction mea.~Ut'es implemented. in Ircland since t.,~ 20
Fcbrua.ry and informs you ofthc Iatc$t developments.

FoUowing notifi~tion of the outbreak on T~e$day. 20 February. Irel~d Unposed an
irnmediat~ ban on imparts fro~ the United Kingdom (iuc:luding Northcm 1rela.11d) Clf
c:attle. sheep, pigs, goats, deer atld on a tile full range of anixnal products from such.
animals. To secure the Imd frontier with Northern Ircland tbe police and c:rmy
authorities have been placed on the borde:r. Arrangements were put in place for tl1e
disinfection of aJl vebicles ;md pe1'$on$ at entry points into the State.

During the following days as the ol.ltbreaks in the Unit~d Kingdom continued a range
of additional measures were implemented. These include a nation-wide Dan on
livestock markcl8, a. bBn on the move):n~nt of all susc~ptibTe anima1$ within the.
COllnt'1'y and for export,.other than those going direct tor slaughter in the Statc. This
will apply for a pcriod of 28 days. A ball has bccn introduced on tJ:le irnpor"tnti on of
horses and working dogs ftom the UK in order to r~ducc thc pos5ibility of spread by
such means. There axe many other measures in force as well designed to stop any
spread of FMD (e-g. thc iJ:I:Lportatj.on of used agricultural. ro.achinet'Y)- A publie
information cmnpaign h~ alerted the popuJatiop to the risk and to the precau.tions
whicl'1 must be taken. Sporting I1Xtures, both national and.inteInational, and public:
meetm~ and gathcrings have been cancc:llcd.

In addition to tl:1e abovc .and as a rcsult of thc outbrcak in No.rthem Ireland, n
surveill8ilce zone has been inn-oduced along thc border in the area adjaeenl to the
outbreak in Non:hcrn I1:e1.and. .

Imports of sheep since 1 February .from Great BritBin have been ltac=d. T1A,-o
consignments ofsbeep (800 shecp in all) were imported to afann in County Wexford.
These shccp have been tested at Pirbright and hi!ve proved negative tor Foot aJld
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MouTh Djsease, but as a precautionSl'Y l;neasUte and ill line with the Commission
Decision they are bcing slaughtered.

One ccnsigDmC:nt of248 ,shec:p iIn"!,ortcd from. North~rll Ireland was slaughtered in an
abattoir in County Roscornmon on 20 February last. This was just prior: to the
imposition of the measures of prohibition. Thesc sheep 'Were pa,rt of a COTlSignmC'l1t
sent from ScotJand on 1 9 FebiDalY and d,estined for an abattoir in Northcm lrel8IJd for
iJmnediate slaughter~ In the event the consigIJnlent did not arrive at tJ'Iat destination.
Instead it now Q.ppears that some sheep from the consignment Wct"~ takcD to Mejgh,
Newry. NoIthem Ireland on thc 19th F,=bruary. the pr~mises wh.ich is now the sllbjec:t
of Foot and Mouth DiscBSe in Northern Ireland. The balance of the consigIimcnt WP.5
exported to the Republic of Irel~d on 20 February and slaughtered that momjl)g iD.
the abattoir in County RoscoD:lttlon"

As a result ofth,is Immediate precautionary measures were taken on the date we were
notified by the Northern 1reland nllthorities of tlD$ evcnt. including the. restriction of
f8nJ'Is and the s'l.iT:\leillance of fSIID t1niml!ls on farms connected with ab~ttoir
employees and othcr contact Qr at risk herds, These Tema1n unde~ res1rictioTl an.d
there .,,:rc nO siens ofFMD-, .

It should be borne in mind that th~ sheep in Narthem Ireland onl.y develaped.clinic:al
sigus suggestive of Foot and Mouth Discase on 2,8 Fcbrilary, eight daY5 a.ftcr the
shcep Wcre ~laughtered in Co1Wty ROSCDtm1lOQ-

Fi!!s11v I want to Teassure Vou that at t>rescnt tb£Jre .u'e no sustlect or con.firmcd 1;:
of Fa asc in the Re ubli~ of Irelanc!.

I will keep you informed of any further developments.

Yours sincerely,

~~
M.c. Gaynor
Chief V ~terinary Officer
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