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Entry Status of Rice and Rice Related Articles

The importation of rice and rice related articles from all foreign countries is regulated under
Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Part 319.55. Rice seed, paddy rice, rice
straw, and rice hulls are restricted entry under the regulations because of the potential for
these items to carry and introduce exotic pests and diseases of rice. Three species of red
rice are prohibited under 7 CFR 360 because they are listed as noxious weeds

Certain articles are admissible subject to special conditions but all shipments are subject to
inspection as a condition of entry. Many types of articles require a written permit and some
articles have entry restrictions or require mandatory fumigation. It is important to be familiar
with the specific requirements described below and procure permits in advance of shipments.

Rice Seed:

Seed or paddy rice (Oryza safiva) is strictly prohibited importation into all of the U.S. except
into Guam or the Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas Islands. Rice and related articles
may be imported into Guam or the Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas Islands subject
only to inspection. Small quantities of rice seed imported for experimental or analytical
purposes may be authorized subject to special treatment under a Departmental Permit.

Red Rice:

Three species of red rice are regulated as noxious weeds. Oryza longistaminata, O.
punctata, and O. rufipogon are prohibited entry unless sufficiently milled to have removed the
embryo and render the seed incapable of propagation.

Milled Rice Products:

Milled products include Basmati rice, brown rice, husked rice, polished rice, rice flour, rice
powder, and rice starch. All milled rice products are admissible without a permit. However,
each shipment is subject to inspection and must be found to contain 28 or fewer contaminant
rice hulls and/or whole rice seeds per quart sample. Shipments found to contain greater than
this level of contamination will be refused entry.
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Milled Rice By-products:

By products of rice milling include bran, dust, meal, and polish. All milled rice by-products
are admissible without a permit if free of contaminant hulls. By-products found contaminated
with any hulls (note: no tolerance) will be refused.

Rice Hulls and Straw:

Rice hulls and straw imported for the stated purpose of manufacturing wallboard may be
authorized under a written permit for entry through northern U.S. ports subject to mandatory
fumigation with methyl bromide gas upon arrival. Shipments arriving at northern ports without
adequate fumigation facilities may be authorized for movement to another northern port for
treatment provided this has been authorized in the written permit.

Rice hulls and straw imported for purposes other than the manufacture of wallboard may also
be authorized for importation under a written permit. Shipments which are uncompressed
and weighing less than 25 pounds may be imported through any port capable of providing an
approved dry heat, steam, or formaldehyde treatment. Shipments arriving at ports lacking
adequate treatment capabilities may be authorized for safeguarded movement to another port
for treatment. Shipments compressed in excess of 30 pounds per cubic foot cannot be
adequately treated and are therefore prohibited.

Commercial shipments of rice hulls and straw not to be used for the manufacture of
wallboard, are limited to entry through northern U.S. ports under a written permit. Such
shipments are subject to mandatory steam sterilization at the port of arrival or the nearest
northern port able to provide steam treatment.

Certain articles made or manufactured from rice hulls are admissible without a permit if the
item is sufficiently processed to have removed all possibility that harmful organisms would
survive. Ancient eggs (or thousand-day eggs) covered with rice hulls or mud with rice hulls
are admissible but cannot be packed in rice hulls. Any other rice product judged to be
inadequately processed based upon visual inspection will be refused entry.

Packing Material:

Rice hulls, straw, and chaff are prohibited as packing materials from any country under 7
CFR 319.69. Shipments found to contain these materials will be refused entry.
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Baskets and Mats:

Baskets made in whole or in part of rice straw should be firmly worked or tightly woven so as
to have crushed the nodes in the straw. Baskets which are not so fashioned will be carefully
inspected and may require treatment if pests are detected.

Mats intended for indoor use and made in whole or in part of rice straw (such as judo mats,
tatami mats, or wrestling mats) are admissible subject only to inspection if firmly worked or
tightly woven. Those mats which are coarsely woven or constructed of incompletely
compressed bundles of straw require a written permit and mandatory fumigation at the port of
arrival. Mats intended for outdoor use are prohibited.

Other articles crafted from rice panicles, leaves, seeds, stalks, and stems are admissible
subject to inspection if there is evidence to indicate that the article was subject to heat
treatment or other processing sufficient to kill harmful organisms. Articles without seeds may
be admissible without evidence of treatment if the articles are to be used indoors. Examples
include rice straw whisk brooms and brushes, rice straw sandals, hats, capes, handbags,
ornaments, toys, insulating material (if processed or stained), and tea-cake (a shampoo
containing rice hulls).

Fumigation:

Treatments applied to regulated articles prior to shipment do not preclude treatment at the
port of arrival if required. All arrangements for treatment must be made by the importer.
Importers who cannot be present at the port of arrival to attend Custom's formalities and
agricultural quarantine entry requirements when shipments arrive, must engage a broker or
agent to do so. All costs associated with inspection, treatment, and the services of a broker
or agent must be borne by the importer. Fumigation, if required, may be accomplished in a
commercial facility which has been approved by this Agency or under a tarpaulin by a
commercial fumigator. As a matter of information, fumigation in a commercial chamber is
usually accomplished in less time and at lower cost than fumigation under a tarpaulin. The
importer should inquire of the individual fumigator regarding cost.

Ports of Entry:
Articles which must be authorized under a written permit are only allowed entry through ports

specified on the permit. For agricultural quarantine purposes, all clearance and treatment
activities must be conducted at the port of first arrival.
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Treatment Facilities:

Shipments requiring treatment as a condition of entry are only authorized for entry through
ports equipped to perform the appropriate treatment. Commercial fumigation facilities are
available in the following locations:

Dodd Fumigation Plant Western Industries

Division of American Marine Fumigation Co. 30 Lanidex Plaza West

95 Berry Street Parsippany, New Jersey 07054
San Francisco, California 94107

California Cotton Fumigation Co., Inc. Vanguard Pest Control Co.
Berth 155-A, Pier "A" Street P.O. Box 1286

San Pedro, California 90733 Newark, New Jersey 07101

Home Exterminating Co.
4608 Bucks School House Road
Baltimore, Maryland 21237

Other approved fumigation facilities may be available. Local PPQ offices can provide
additional information concerning the availability of facilities at a specific location.

Hawaii:

Permits for the entry of tatami mats destined to Hawaii may be issued by our Honolulu office.
Applications can be directed to:

USDA, APHIS, PPQ
P.O. Box 29757
Honolulu, Hawaii 96820

Commercial facilities are available for the treatment of tatami mats in Honolulu either in a

chamber or under a tarpaulin.

Additional Information:

Mats and other regulated materials which are shipped with household effects are more easily
handled, treated, and cleared if packed separately. The import permit number should be
clearly posted on the outside of shipping containers and all accompanying documents.



