The Morton Arboretum welcomes the proposal by USDA APHIS to amend the rule on importing small amounts of seeds, which now require a phytosanitary certificate. The proposal published in the Federal Register Vol. 69, No. 83, Thursday April 29, 2004 (Docket No. 02-119-1) can make a positive impact on the importation of seeds through the Index Seminum Seed Exchange Program.  

The Index Seminum Seed Exchange is a widely used program among botanical institutions worldwide through which they exchange botanical species for research, education, and conservation purposes. Often times, it is the only means available to acquire certain species. 

The Morton Arboretum has benefited from the Program for many years. Of over 3300 taxa maintained in the Arboretum's collections, numerous taxa have originated from the Seed Exchange Program. Besides Arboretum staff, these collections are widely used by outside researchers, educators, and visitors.  We also have benefited the institutions worldwide by supplying them with documented wild collected seeds of North American native plant species, which could not have obtained otherwise.

The restriction placed by USDA APHIS requiring the supplier of germplasm to obtain a phytosanitary certificate has complicated the process and frustrated many botanical institutions and universities. Most countries with which we have exchanged in the past do not require that a certificate be issued; others do not obtain the certificate even if the policy is in place.  

Recently, we have unsuccessfully attempted to obtain certificates for the seeds coming from the Kyoto Botanical Garden, Kyoto, and Chiba University, Chiba, Japan. The seed packages arrived at the USDA APHIS PPQ without the required certificate. The Inspection Station then notified us of its actions taken to destroy the seeds because the package did not have the certificate.

When requesting seeds, we always provide the import permit label (green and yellow label) to the suppliers and instruct them that the packages, with the permit labels are to be sent directly to USDA APHIS, Plant Inspection Station for inspection.  After inspection, if the seeds are shown to be free of pests and diseases, APHIS releases them and forwards them to us. 

Because the PPQ has to inspect the imported seeds regardless of the phytosanitary certificate being included, the current rule requiring the certificate is redundant.  The proposed amendment, if approved, will greatly facilitate the importation process. The change will bring about a positive outcome that will make great contribution to botanical institutions. 
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