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October 19, 2004

To:

regulations@aphis.usda.gov
From:

Sam D. Holland, DVM, State Veterinarian, South Dakota

Re:

Docket No. 03-081-3

Comments:

We commented earlier on the horn length, but also would comment on the alternative to the “herd of origin” test.  We agree with the comments

 of the New Mexico Livestock Board including:

(1) Specifically adding a bar brand prior to and following the M brand currently used for all Mexican imported cattle.  This bar-M-bar would indicate recreational imports.  Use a tamper proof official dewlap tag/button.  In place of the herd of origin test, test as follows:

1) 2 tests prior to export at 60 – 90 days interval

2) test on arrival at 60 – 90 days following import

3) tracking and movement restricted for recreational use with annual TB test required
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