DOCKET NO. 03-022-3

Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service

Regulatory Analysis and Development, PPD

4700 River Road, Suite 3C71

Unit 118

Riverdale, MD 20737-1238

Dear Sir/Madam:

My Company, PRIME PRODUCE INTERNATIONAL, is a marketer of quality avocados produced by growers in California, Chile, the Dominican Republic and Mexico. I have read the Docket in its entirety. As you know, there is strong and legitimate concern here in California that this proposal represents a severe and dangerous threat of potential pest infestation in the avocado growing regions of the State. This has been articulated by the California Avocado Commission, of which I am a Board Member.
In implementing this proposal, I strongly urge the Department to assure that the adequate resources are made available in Mexico to monitor the compliance of the harvest/hauling/packing protocol that the Department has determined is crucial to mitigate any transfer of economic pests to the USA.  The resources allocated to this endeavor MUST be in proportion to the volume that is authorized to be packed and shipped. Only if implemented in this manner can the USDA assure California avocado producers the level of protection from pest infestation that the Department has outlined in your proposal.
The real winners of the Department’s implementation of this proposal will be the American consumers who will have fresh high quality Hass avocados available every day of the year and at peak taste from California, Chile, the Dominican Republic, Mexico and New Zealand. The availability of avocados year round for the first time will bring consumption to levels we have only dreamed of in the past.  I am confident that Avocado Producers in all the world growing regions providing avocados to the American consumer will learn to work together for their mutual benefit with the Department’s National Avocado Board. This has been a cornerstone of my career and it is the policy of my Company to assist in any way possible.
Respectfully submitted,

Avi Crane

President

PRIME PRODUCE INTERNATIONAL, LLC

