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As California avocado growers, we are strongly opposed to the USDA’s proposal that would allow Mexican avocados to be imported and sold in all 50 states for 12 months of the year.  Not only does your proposal threaten to destroy the avocado industry in California by allowing unwanted pests into the state, but it also threatens to destroy other agricultural industry such as citrus, persimmons and all other perishable fruits grown in the state.

We have already experienced a horrific fruit fly infestation last year in our area and are not anxious to encounter anything similar.  Our losses were substantial and we have yet to receive any restitution.  We lost thousands of pounds of fruit that could not be packed because it was in the quarantine area.  Because it wasn’t packed, we received no income—imagine an entire year of expenses with no income to offset them.  Two years of quarantine back to back will put San Diego County out of business.  There will be no perishable fruits grown in this very special tropical microclimate of the United States.  Why doesn’t the Government first create a crop insurance program for quarantines and then allow the importation of infested fruit?  Your actions threaten not only our livelihoods, but also those of our employees.


The USDA’s own records indicate that pests from the Michoacan area of Mexico are prolific in fruit produced there.  When this fruit is transported into the U.S. to the avocado producing states of California, Hawaii and Florida, who is going to protect the growers and their fruit in these areas from pest infestations?  We are not only concerned with fruit fly, but also with thrip and stem weevil, to mention just a few.  There is no reason to believe that the infested fruit will not infect our healthy crops.  When that occurs, we will lose our crop, our income and ultimately our groves.


We would suggest that USDA test the proposed expansion under actual production and distribution conditions over an extended period of time before allowing shipments into California, Florida and Hawaii.  Instead of making a political decision to appease President Fox and President Bush, we suggest that the USDA listen to the taxpayers and farmers in these states who are familiar with producing avocados and other fruits—those who have many years of experience fighting the very pests that will be transported into the U.S. if the USDA allows open importation.  USDA—what does that stand for?  We hope that you are protecting the interests of American farmers, but we feel like you have sold us to the cheapest bidder in order to make the politicians happy.  Why aren’t you promoting U.S. Exports into Mexico and other countries?  Why is it that you are only promoting imports?  Have you considered the ramifications of your actions?  Are the politicians and lobbyists more important to you than your fellow farmers and taxpayers who pay your salaries?  When all agriculture is gone from these U.S. shores and we are dependent on imported food from our ”neighbors”, will you be able to look yourselves in the mirror and acknowledge that you have done the right thing?  We don’t think so. 


Please delay the expansion.  Please test the expansion under actual production and distribution conditions over an extended period of time.  Then make your decision.  Don’t listen to the politicians and please don’t listen to Vicente Fox.  For once the USDA needs to support its own domestic growers.

Sincerely,

Burnet B. Wohlford

