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July 20, 2004

Docket No. 03-022-3

Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service



Regulatory Analysis and Development, PPD

4700 River Road, Suite 3C71, Unit 118

Riverdale, Maryland 20737-1238



RE: 
Docket No. 03-022-3

Proposed Rule on Importation of Mexican Avocados

Dear Sir or Madam:


My name is Francisco Obregon and I am VP and General Manager of IPR Solutions, LLC.   I am writing in support of the May 24, 2004 proposed rule on Mexican avocados and urge its immediate implementation with no state excluded from the distribution area.


Mexican avocados have been subjected to rigorous inspections by U.S. and Mexican agricultural authorities, who have sliced open and inspected more than 13 million avocados and have not found a single quarantine pest.  These inspections demonstrate that there is no risk of imports from Mexico causing a pest infestation in the United States.  The official pest risk assessment has correctly concluded that the “most likely number of infested avocados entering the United States each year is zero.” Based on sound science, Mexican avocados should have unrestricted access to the U.S. market.  Moreover, the proposed one-year delay for entry into certain states should be rejected since there is no scientific basis for such a restriction.


Greater availability of Mexican avocados to the entire U.S. market will provide tremendous benefits to U.S. distributors, retailers, and consumers in terms of more attractive prices and broader distribution of high quality products.  Moreover, the current restrictions on importation and distribution, and the associated “compliance agreements,” are the kind of impediment to trade between Mexico and United States that needs to be eliminated to foster good relations and stable, predictable conditions for businessmen to plan for investment and trade relations.


I urge that the proposed rule be implemented as soon as possible given the obvious benefits to U.S. businesses and consumers and the convincing scientific evidence that Mexican avocados pose no threat of a pest infestation in the U.S. 

Sincerely,

Francisco Obregon, General Manager / VP

IPR Solutions, LLC.
Institutional  –  Processors  –  Retailers
947 E. Frontage Road, Suite B - Rio Rico Industrial Park - Rio Rico, Arizona 85648

Phone (520) 281-2351 - Fax (520) 281-2353
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