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Gentlemen:


I write this letter as an avocado grower in California whose main livelihood comes from this crop.  I am strongly opposed to your proposal to allow the importation of avocados to regions devoted to their production, especially California.  Your records demonstrate that numerous insects pests native to Michoacan can and are being imported to the United States, and expectedly more so during the warm summer months. Such a consideration is appalling to me as a California grower and citizen of the United States.  Your proposed program is fraught with numerous risks and lacks any substantive scientific evidence to the contrary.  You are not the people who stand to lose their farms or shoulder the critical costs of an infestation.  The following are a few of my many concerns with your proposals:

1. Your one sided interest in so-called “free-trade” of avocados with Mexico is striking.  We have been unable to export to Mexico.  Rather than assisting us growers to dismantle false trade barriers erected by Mexico, instead, you have worked over-time to open our borders to diseased fruits being freely imported to all U.S. regions.  And this at the taxpayer’s expense.  The prospect of old and uninspected, sub-standard trucks delivering Mexican fruit is frightful at best.

2. The U.S.D.A. has ignored to full measure the propensity of stem weevils to migrate from backyard trees in Mexico to the over 53,000 so called “certified” acres in Mexico and thus piggyback to our producing regions.  The scirtothrips has migrated from Mexico in just such a manner—causing considerable economic loss to the quality of our fruit and importing the necessity of spraying costly pesticides on our groves; groves that were formerly under complete biological control.

3. Because of the expansion of so-called “certified acreage” in Mexico, the U.S.D.A. cannot begin to inspect the Mexican crops for eggs and larvae.  The importation of such lethal pests is inevitable—and would be the death knell of our production in California.

4. It appears the U.S.D.A. has sacrificed the Avocado industry to further its free-trade goals.  Scientific evidence has been openly supplanted by political agendas.  The department’s orientation as a facilitator of free-trade rather than a promoter of U.S. agriculture is shameful and its actions favoring Mexico over us unconscionable.

5. The mature avocado has been proven to be a host to the Mexican fruit fly—this proven even by the U.S.D.A’s own scientists.

6. The U.S.D.A. employees are more interested in helping Mexican growers than the tax paying U.S. growers who bear the burden of their salaries.

At the very least U.S.D.A. should test the proposed expansion regulations under actual production and distribution conditions over an extended period of time before allowing shipments into U.S. avocado growing areas.

      It is time, for once, for the U.S.D.A. to give its own growers top priority status over Mexican avocado producers. 

Sincerely yours,

James L. Heighton III

