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July 14th, 2004

Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
Regulatory Analysis and Development, PPD
4700 River Road, Suite 3C71, Unit 118
Riverdale, MD  20737-1238
 





REF:   Docket No. 03-022-3

Dear Administrator of APHIS:
 

I am a resident of Mexico and am writing in full support of Docket No. 03-022-3 which proposes to authorize the importation and distribution of Hass avocados from Michoacán, Mexico for all states of the United States throughout the full calendar year.  
 

Your decision on providing full access to the United States market should be based on the sound scientific evidence provided by the years of extensive fruit cutting with completely negative results and the research by eminent scientists proving that Hass avocados are not a host for fruit flies.  The pest risk analysis by APHIS has concluded that even if the market access was for all months and all states, including California, Hawaii, and Florida, "the most likely number of infested avocados entering the United States each year is zero."  This scientific determination completely justifies removing the unnecessary restrictions on importation and distribution of Hass avocados from Mexico.
 

Since Mexico has been authorized to export avocados to a limited portion of the United States, the local avocado industry has increased investment and created jobs for workers and businesses throughout the state of Michoacán.  The income from the access to the U.S. market has made a dramatic effect on the development of the area, and greater access to all states will continue to contribute to the growth and development of the local economy to the benefit of many thousands of residents of Michoacán and the rest of México.

 

Sincerely,

ASOCIACIÓN DE ORGANISMOS DE AGRICULTORES

DEL SUR DE SONORA, A. C.

LEONEL FELIX SANZ,

PRESIDENT.
