
July 1, 2004
Docket No. 03-022-3
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service

Regulatory Analysis and Development, 
PPD, APHIS, Station 3C71
4700 River Road, 

Unit 118





Riverdale, MD  20737-1238

ADDENDUM TO MY JUNE 18, 2004 COMMENT-LETTER

Dear Sir:

As mentioned in my June 18, 2004 letter, Fresh Directions International is engaged in worldwide marketing of Hass avocados from Mexico, and Chile.  In addition to sustaining the 3rd largest position in the US for Mexican avocados, we are also one of the top three fresh mango importers in the US.  I previously wrote in support of the proposed rule to amend the regulations of the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) that govern the import of Hass avocados from Michoacan, Mexico to include all 50 States on a year round basis.  Today I write this addendum to my prior comments to point out a significant concern with the protocol “sealing” in the proposed rule.

I believe the proposed change to paragraph (c)(3)(viii) from sealed conveyances to safeguarding containers is unnecessary and does not provide added phytosanitary security.  The reasons for my position are below:

· Mexican authorities will compromise the integrity of the fruit fly proofing material as they conduct their inspection. In this case the fruit will be exposed to the environment just as it is when the seal is broken under the current requirements.

· Refrigerated containers do not attract fruit flies nor do they provide an adequate environment for insect activity making oviposition by fruit flies unlikely.

· The Hass avocado is not a host to the fruit flies that occur in small numbers in Michoacan so fruit fly proofing the shipment is unnecessary. Recent scientific evidence strongly refutes the unsubstantiated Agricultural Research Service opinion that the Hass avocado is a poor host to Anastrepha fruit flies. “Commercially cultivated and marketed P. Americana ‘Hass’ should not be considered a natural host of Anastrepha ludens, A. obliqua, A. striata, and A. serpentina in Mexico.” Aluja, M., F. Diaz-Fleischer, and J. Arredondo 2004. Nonhost  status of commercial Persea Americana ‘Hass’ to Anastrepha ludens, Anastrepha oblique, Anastrepha serpentina, and Anastrepha striata (Diptera: Tephritadae) in Mexico. J. Econ. Entomol. 97: 293-309

· Actual fruit fly hosts such as mangoes, citrus, tomatoes and peppers, routinely shipped from Mexico to the United States are not subject to such a requirement.  It is interesting to point out that the soft-skinned fruits mentioned above are transported at temperatures 10 to 15 degrees Fahrenheit higher than Hass avocados.   

· Fruit fly / insect proof requirements on commodities such as tomatoes from Israel or citrus from Spain are in place because the fruit is often subject to long periods of exposure to the environment awaiting shipment to the United States at seaports or airports. One hundred percent of the Hass avocado shipments destined to the United States from Mexico is safeguarded in insect proof warehouses prior to being sealed in insect proof, refrigerated trailers.  

Based upon this reasoning, I believe that the current sealing requirement is adequate and should remain in place.  Otherwise the proposed protocol would only serve the purpose of a trade barrier in the disguise of yet another incremental cost of the systems approach.

Once again, we applaud APHIS for taking this historic step forward. 






Sincerely,






Fresh Directions International






Michael A. Browne






President & CEO 
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