










July 23, 2004

Docket No. 03-022-3

Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service

Regulatory Analysis and Development, PPD

4700 River Road, Suite 3C71, Unit 118

Riverdale, MD  20737-1238

Dear Administrator:

On behalf of Ahold USA, operators of six retail food chains in the United States (Giant Food LLC, Giant Food Stores, Stop & Shop Supermarkets, Top’s Markets, BI-LO and Bruno’s), we are writing in full support of the proposed amendments to the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) regulations to authorize the expansion of the importation of Hass avocados from Michoacan, Mexico to all states throughout the year and to eliminate the unnecessary compliance agreements and associated civil penalties for companies that handle Mexican avocados.  We encourage you to expedite the regulatory process for Docket No. 03-022-3 to finalize the proposed rule without delay and to allow Mexican avocados into all states.

Recent scientific research has concluded that Hass avocados should not be considered a host for Mexican fruit flies, which was the concern behind the current temporal and geographical restrictions.  Moreover, in these past seven shipping seasons conservative estimates indicate that Mexican and U.S. plant health officials have cut open and examined almost two million fruit per year looking for quarantine pests but none have ever been found. Based on this data, your pest risk analysis concluded that “the annual number of imported fruit infested with any pathway pest and distributed to avocado-producing counties per year is most likely zero.” Thus, there is no scientific basis for continuing the any seasonal or geographic restrictions on importation and distribution of Mexican Hass avocados.  

Further, the expansion of market access for Mexican avocado imports provides significant economic benefits not only to the packers and shippers in Mexico but also domestic importers, produce distributors, wholesalers, retailers, restaurants, and consumers throughout the 50 states.  And increases in overall consumption from competitive prices will benefit all producers, including U.S. avocado growers.

The change proposed by APHIS is good for the United States, good for supermarkets, and good for consumers. Accordingly, we would urge you to finalize these regulatory changes as expeditiously as possible.

Sincerely,
Barry F. Scher

Vice President

Public Affairs and Communications

Ahold USA

6300 Sheriff Road

Landover, MD  20785

