September 21, 2004

Docket No. 03-022-3

Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service

Regulatory Analysisand Development,

PPD, APHIS, Station 3C71

4700 River Road, Suite 3C03

Unit 118

Riverdale, MD 20737-1238

Dear sirs:


I am writing in support of the proposed rule to amend the regulations of the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) that govern the import of Hass avocados from Michoacan, Mexico to include all 50 States on a year round basis. The rule should be finalized expiditiously to ensure  increased market access for Mexican avocados.
Expansion of the U. S. Markets to imports of avocados form Mexico will benefit consumers by leading to increased supplies at reasonable prices allowing more consumers to enjoy avocados on a regular basis. An expansion of overall consumption, as more consumers become familiar with the product, will in the end benefit all producers, including U. S. Growers.

There is no longer a scientific reason for limiting imports of avocados from Mexico, and at this point any limitations are merely protectionist. Since the beginning of the import program in 1977, records show that the U. S. And Mexican governments have cut open and inspected over 10 million fruit in the orchards and packinghouses without finding any quarantine pests. After seven shipping seasons, the evidence is overwhelming that Hass avocados imported form Mexico pose no risk of transmitting any quarantine pests.

The provisions of the World Trade Organization’s Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures and the corresponding provisions of the North American Free Trade Agreement prohibit he use of phytosanitary measures to unfairly restrict imports in order to protect domestic producers. The United States cannot maintain unjustificable phytosanitary restrictions on Mexican avocados if it is to hope to persuade other countries to remove their unfair trade barriers against U. S. agricultural exports.
We applaud APHIS for taking this historic step forward.

Sincerely
RAFAEL ALMADA

Director General

Asociación Nacional de Vitivinicultores, A. C.

Montecito 38, piso 15 oficina 22

Col. Nápoles, 03810 México, D. F.

uvayvino@uvayvino.org
