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I am a California avocado grower that has invested all our resources into this business.  When we started in 1978, and for a number of years, we produced virtually pest free crops without need for pest control spraying.  By the mid 1980’s the Persea Mite and Avocado Thrip imported from Mexico radically, and adversely impacted our cultural practices and operating costs.

The cost to hire pest management personnel to monitor our orchard, to apply aerial pesticide applications, and the reduced crop value due to insect blemished fruit has been enormous.

I am very opposed to the USDA’s proposal that would allow Mexican avocadoes into all 50 states for 12 months of the year.  The risk and adverse impact of pest introduction is already demonstrated and you bear the responsibility, if you go forward with this proposal, of destroying our industry and our only source of income.

I know that avocado-specific insect pests are prevalent in Michoacan, Mexico where avocados are grown and imported.  USDA’s own interception records prove that these pests infest fruit and have been transported to California.  USDA’s proposed expansion of the import program to all 50 states eliminates the important risk mitigation measures you have pursued, but does not add new ones.  The pest threat from Mexico has not diminished over time, in fact, weevil and fruit fly detections reported by USDA total nearly 3,000 specimens since inception of the program in 1997.

The Department has chosen, by pursuing expansion of the Mexican avocado import program, to ignore numerous pests commonly found in the Mexican groves – some of which are identified as the avocado and Scirtothrips perseae that have been imported and devastated California orchards.  We have spent millions of dollars in combating these pests and lost millions of dollars more in income due to fruit scarring, tree leaf defoliation, and loss of tree vitality.  Our mitigation efforts will continue to be undermined if USDA permits ever increasing volumes of infected fruit into America, and particularly into California.  It is essential the Department devote more resources in Mexico to inspecting orchards and enforcing import controls into our country.

USDA and Bush administration approval of this proposal would ignore the compelling scientific evidence dictating the prudence of excluding California, Florida and Hawaii from the expansion plan until more effective control measures are implemented and demonstrated to be effective in Mexico prior to permitting import.  Should your agency and my President move forward with the proposed plan, I will devote every effort to elect an administration more devoted to the interests of the American people and less susceptible to pressures from President Fox and other foreign lobbyists.

Please respond, in making your decision on this proposal, consistent with the science and the facts that have been presented.  These facts overwhelmingly prove the existence and increased danger to our country of avocado specific imported pests if Mexican avocado imports are allowed into the proposed avocado producing states.  

As Americans struggle to cope with daunting issues of controlling the importation of terrorism across our boarders, make no mistake, should you decide to permit infected avocado imports from Mexico, this is an act of terrorism against our country, industry, and livelihoods  -- PLEASE FULFILL YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO DEFEND THIS COUNTRY AND PROTECT THE AMERICA PUBLIC! 

Sincerely,

David E. Koontz

Owner, Koontz Ranch 

