
The Honorable Bill T. Hawks

September 30, 2004
Page 2









September 30, 2004

VIA MESSENGER

The Honorable Bill T. Hawks

Under Secretary

Marketing and Regulatory Programs

U.S. Department of Agriculture

1400 Independence Avenue, SW

Room 228W

Washington, DC  20250
Re:
Docket No. 02-086-1. Proposed Rule. Methyl Bromide; Official Quarantine Uses Request for Extension of Comment Period
Dear Mr. Hawks:

I am writing on behalf of our client, the Crop Protection Coalition (CPC).  The CPC represents food and agricultural industries, including nursery and horticultural industries that rely on methyl bromide to help produce, store, handle or ship foods or other agricultural products.  The Coalition is comprised of 35 agricultural organizations in the United States representing thousands of American farmers, processors and shippers of billions of dollars of agricultural production and employing hundreds of thousands of people.  Our commodities, farms and the economic contribution they make are an extremely important economic factor in many communities in the United States.  While the crops we produce or handle are diverse, we share a common concern about the potential loss of an important crop protection tool—methyl bromide, particularly for quarantine and pre-shipment uses.  Consequently, we are very interested in assuring that adequate tools are available to address the plant pest and disease problems confronting our members.  Since the early 1990’s, members of the CPC have been actively engaged in addressing the issues raised by the phase-out of methyl bromide.  These include, for example, supporting the increased and targeted investment in research to find alternatives to methyl bromide, working on changes to reduce the potential for emissions from the application of methyl bromide and working with both international bodies as well as our own government on the development of a phase-out policy for methyl bromide.

On August 12, 2004, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (“USDA” or the “Department”) published a proposed rule on identifying additional uses of methyl bromide at the State or local level that may be designated as an “official” quarantine treatment by the Department, 69 Fed. Reg. 49824-29.  Comments on the rule are due by October 12, 2004.


The CPC requests an extension of the time for filing comments on the proposal to November 12, 2004.  This brief extension of the comment period is in the public’s interest because it will enable the members of CPC to thoroughly evaluate the proposal and develop their comments on the proposal.


The CPC members are actively analyzing the proposal.  Unfortunately,  the recent hurricanes in Florida have disrupted the operations of a number of our members, such that they have not had sufficient time to analyze the Department’s proposed rule.  Further, EPA has also issued a proposed rule to allocate methyl bromide under a Critical Use Exemption (“CUE”) process with comments due in October as well.  The net result of the foregoing is that a brief extension of the comment period is necessary for CPC members to  meaningfully comment on the proposed rule.

Please contact me if there are any questions concerning this request.  Thank you for your consideration of this request.







Very truly yours,








Edward M. Ruckert
cc:  Docket No. 02-086-1
        Richard Dunkle, Ph.D., Deputy Administrator, USDA
        Burleson Smith, Special Assistant, Pest Management, USDA
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