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October 25, 2004

  

Regulatory Analysis and Development,
PPD, APHIS, Station 3C71,
4700 River Road Unit 118,
Riverdale, MD 20737-1238 

  

Re: Docket No. 98-106-4 

  

Dear Honorable Secretary of Agriculture, 

  

The distribution of birds in the pet trade does not follow a similar pattern as the distribution of dogs and cats in the pet trade. The retail exemption is appropriate, but it must be extended to allow for wholesale sales of birds. Without this extended exemption for birds, many small facilities will avoid selling birds into normal pet bird distribution channels. Instead, they will avoid AWA licensing by selling all of their production at retail. This has potential to disrupt the orderly flow of birds through the breeder-wholesaler-retailer channel and reduce accountability to the consumer. Breeders will be in direct competition with retail suppliers of birds.  Retail sales over the internet will be become the norm often resulting in birds going into the hands of inexperienced persons after long distance shipping and with the buyer having no recourse when problems arise. This disruption of the pet bird industry would result in the loss of many aviculturists from the field and a negative impact on the welfare of birds in the pet trade. 

Feathered Follies™ is an example of the high quality of organizations that deal with the final consumer; we provide education both to our clients and to schools and organizations.  The regulations that are being proposed are a threat to the successful growth of our industry and the evolution of quality facilities that provide a much needed service to the preservation of exotic birds both in captivity and in the wild.
  

I would also like to express my support for the National Avian Welfare Alliance (NAWA) proposal. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

Laurie E Baker

Laurie E Baker

President

  

