Dear Secretary Veneman:

I am writing to urge the USDA not to impose Federal regulations under the Animal Welfare Act on racing pigeons and the sport of racing pigeons.  

I am a man getting close to retirement and as a child I was involved with pigeon racing. I left the sport for several decades, but never forgot it. After raising a family, I got back in the sport and have enjoyed it very much for the last five years. I do not believe we need to tell us how to regulate our sport and here are the reasons why.

The racing pigeon community takes our sport very seriously, just as we take the care of our birds very seriously.  For the following reasons, we believe that Federal regulation of racing pigeons would be detrimental to our sport, to the well-being of our racing pigeons, and even to the USDA:

· Federal regulation of racing pigeons is unlawful.  Racing pigeons are not “animals” as that term is defined in the Animal Welfare Act and, therefore, cannot be regulated pursuant to that law.  Moreover, the activities of racing pigeon fanciers are not the type of activities that are covered by the Animal Welfare Act. 

· Federal regulation of racing pigeons is unnecessary.  The sport of racing pigeons has a high degree of self-regulation to ensure the integrity of the races and the well-being of the pigeons.  There is no need for an additional, burdensome layer of Federal regulation. 

· Federal regulation of racing pigeons is impractical and would be extremely costly.  There are approximately 15,000 racing pigeon lofts in the United States.  The USDA would have to expend extraordinary resources to inspect all of these lofts.  USDA resources are better expended on animals that are not subject to the same degree of self-regulation as racing pigeons. The typical racing pigeon fancier is also not in a financial position to bear the costs of meeting Federal record keeping, licensing, and other requirements.  Such additional costs could jeopardize the viability of our sport.  

· Federal regulation could undermine the strict standards that the racing pigeon community already imposes upon itself.  If the Federal government were to impose regulations on the sport of racing pigeons those regulations may come to be viewed as the only “real” regulation and effectively undermine the pigeon racing community’s own regulations, as well as the culture of self-enforcement that makes those regulations so effective.
· Federal regulation of racing pigeons would, as a matter of policy, conflict with other well-established exceptions to the Animal Welfare Act including, most notable, the exception for racing horses.  The sport of pigeon racing is analogous to the sport of horse racing.  Racing pigeons, like race horses, are specifically bred to improve their athletic abilities, they receive extensive training, have special diets, and compete in highly regulated racing competitions.  Like race horses, they should not be subject to Federal regulation under the Animal Welfare Act.  
· We support the detailed comments submitted by the American Racing Pigeon Union.  The American Racing Pigeon Union has submitted comments that explain in detail why racing pigeons, racing pigeon fanciers and racing pigeon breeders should not be regulated under the Animal Welfare Act.  We urge that you review the American Racing Pigeon Union’s comments carefully.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, Edward A. Bleile

           110 Foye Road

           Wiscasset,ME 04578

