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October 28, 2004

Regulatory Analysis and Development

PPD, APHIS, Station 3C71

4700 River Rd, Unit 118

Riverdale, MD 20737-1238

RE: 
Docket 98-106-4


Animal Welfare; Regulations and Standards for Birds, Rats and Mice  

To Whom It May Concern:
The University of Iowa wishes to comment on Docket No. 98-106-4, in which the Agency is seeking comments to determine how it should regulate the care and use of rats, mice, and birds not bred for research.  We thank you for this opportunity.

The handling, care, treatment, and transportation of rats and mice not bred for research have been regulated by APHIS under the general standards in the regulations (subpart F of part 3). While the Agency has had authority since 1989 to regulate birds not bred for research, the agency has exercised its discretionary authority by choosing not to regulate birds. 

Comments on Birds

The University of Iowa considers the general standards in subpart F of part 3 of the regulations to be adequate for providing humane handling, care, treatment, and transportation of birds. These requirements already ensure or specify:  
1)  Adequate facilities and operating standards for both indoor and outdoor facilities; 
2)  General space requirements; 
3)  Animal health and husbandry standards; 
4)  Detailed transportation standards.  

Development of specific standards to accommodate some 9,000 diverse species of birds, many of which have unique husbandry requirements, would be burdensome at best.  In addition, such a complex document would make enforcement by USDA inspectors extremely difficult.  A better approach would use the general standards already contained in subpart F and reference existing standards of societies and associations with recognized expertise in the care, management and transportation of birds. This would allow for more specific standards of care when appropriate, and would also permit greater flexibility in adhering to the proper level of care as standards are revised and updated by those organizations.  
Following are additional comments concerning birds:

1) The existing exemption for rodents not requiring major operative procedures to be performed in dedicated surgical facilities should be extended to include small birds.

2) Minimum age requirements for transportation of birds should not be specified because of the great diversity of behaviors among the species. “Weaning”, which is used in the language pertaining to the transportation of dogs and cats does not necessarily pertain to all species of birds.  Any proposed standards should allow decisions on minimum age requirements for transport to be made on a species-by-species basis. 

3) Appropriate procedures, equipment, and supplies that inspectors should use to protect birds from disease and behavioral intrusion should simply comply with each specific institution’s procedures which are already in place to protect their animals from undue stress and disease.
Comments on Rats and Mice

The University of Iowa believes rats and mice not bred for research should continue to be regulated under the general standards in subpart F of part 3. This regulatory framework has worked well over the years and will continue to work well for the foreseeable future. 

Thank you for this opportunity to comment. If you have any questions or require further clarification, please contact me.

Sincerely, 

Paul S. Cooper, D.V.M.

University Veterinarian & Director, 

Office of Animal Resources

C:
Derek Willard


David Wynes, IO


Richard Sjolund, Chair, IACUC
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